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The Reception of Tango and the Creation
of its Authenticity in Twentieth Century Japan:
A Study from the Perspective of “Internalized Modernity”
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How was tango’s authenticity created in Japan? Through the lens of what the author calls the
Internalized Modernity, this essay examines the historical construction of tango’s authenticity in
twentieth century Japan. Tango, as a dance-music genre, was fabricated at the intersecting point of
“primitivism” and internationality—both concepts of which the products of Western modernity—and as
the key part of Argentina’s “modernization”. Since its arrival in Japan in the 1910s and through to the
postwar years, tango was internalized in the distant land together with the genre’s associated class and
racial politics, and as modernity. In this process, the idea of prioritization of authenticity surrounding
tango was cultivated, wherein Japanese performers and aficionados looked to Argentina in search for
their artistic and academic pursuits. The creation of tango’s authenticity in twentieth century Japan
complicates any simplistic understandings of the “West-East™ or “Argentina-Japan~ frames of cultural

transmission, and in turn illuminates a unique mode of modernity construction in Japan.
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T4 ELTHELEI N TV CHEEZH LT TV A,

TiE, 29 LW ROERULERIC BT 2K MEE €5 =7 1 OMBIZ, HRTED LS
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COBRIZBWT. IO T 4+ —< Y A0 AMEARDIBEONL I LI bV Y
UIVERKT A EHO L L TERRE AL SN —hT, [ERN]2ATYy 7%
MLy T AT NS, BICIE, TUVEYF VRS E Sz, o8 %»
TFOCE [BHPOREREEBO7AYF a ] 5, MEXLTH S5 » TICHY Ahshi:
[Archetti, 20070 F7- 52X, TVELF VA [N A% - 74 EH] &S BRI
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DTHY, BRENBZES =T 4 2RBLTVDH LN I ENTE L,

A, BEN I BRICBIF IR Y ADMEFROEHEA (19104F(K)

HARND Y ¥ TORADIERIIOWTIE, BEHMEL BS990 #1280 200 [1X T
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(7 Y TEECTHRLTHRELRLZ DI TR RS VY b (B3R 22 ADSEEEREC
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kXML 2D [#0T] L3RR, FUALFROMEOZ A VELD [TLEYF
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WERPLI—FE Vo Z2WEbZE U T, BHIERZ O SR EL20H o 7
BARIIZHA TV &y 9, 19284E121F, TIVE Y F L OEBED? S HARTENRO 7 V¥ »
FreF T LA—FRTLAESR, [TLVEVFVERA] LW EEE ISR LT
Wol, Tl NYRFARF VA BTV d OD193SFEEHIZHEA S Likh® 72 [Asaba, 2016,
77l BOAASY v THRTIE, WEIRFOTF AT h=v 7 - N AL VD PR YV THEORE
M E MR SNDE 2 L2k bh, ThEMBIRE0ra<Fy 7 - Ny FRF v
EXPT BRI, BRI ZEARET, FNETAD, TIA—FA TV ENY FRFT VO
Bl E 2RV T oz, FIZIE 19304FERICEED YV AK— IV TY ¥ TOHBEZIRD 72
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BRETEBRLI G RAIINY FAF VI ) FHR72EBRTNWD FR)INE, [Fx X
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TABEGED) b L1 EDRFESTWVWD, SHICHINE, NV FAF VATV AR — VTl
HEMELDH7219304ERICIE, ¥ 0 TX D QA TV Y 28y B4k Tz LEEIRITER
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FAF Y2 MFETEATEY, T4 7 b=y 2 REBWMBET LN FAF RBFE WATICI3
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19304 FE R PICIE [ANT A - 74 A ] LN LRI 4 ISEA S UL E D72,
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COFEBPSTVALLETVEYF Y-y TV a— FeT7uNs (120688) & LTEE
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