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0 Overview

The fact that the left edge of (phonological) words is a strong position counts as a
phonological commonplace. This basically-means that the beginning of the word
favours fortition processes and disfavours lenition both synchronically and
diachronically. Theories have usually attempted to account for this with reference to
the word boundary (#) or to foot-initial position. As an alternative, most practitioners
of Strict CV Phonology (launched by Lowenstamm 1996), which, being a subbranch
of Government Phonology, describes fortition and lenition phenomena as the result of
the interaction of government and licensing relations (cf. Ségéral & Scheer 1999),
assume that each word of a major category starts with a melodically empty CV unit on
the skeletal tier, marking the word boundary (after Lowenstamm 1999). One of the
functions of the boundary-marker in a cvCV... word (that is, a word starting with a
single consonant followed by a vowel, where lower-case letters denote empty skeletal
positions) is to absorb the (destructive) government emanating from the first vowel of
the word, thus the word-initial consonant will not be negatively affected.

So far, the study of this boundary-marker has concentrated on the behaviour of
consonant-initial words, therefore this paper has two main aims. On the one hand, it
investigates whether or not vowel-initial words also possess a boundary-marker; on
the other hand, it looks into what happens to the boundary-marker post-lexically, i.e.,
in connected speech. As the discussion unfolds, drawing on the insights of Prosodic
Phonology (e.g., Nespor & Vogel 1986), it is suggested and exemplified that the
boundary-marker serves as a general boundary marking the edges of (all)
phonological domains: certain phonological rules will arbitrarily decide to ignore it
and treat it as a kind of extraprosodic skeletal material. The boundary-markers not
ignored by a given rule will delimit its domain by blocking its application. Also, a
typology of the effects of the extraprosodic (i.e., ignored) boundary-marker is
provided, which highlights the special status of the situation when a consonant-final
word meets a vowel-initial one. Several examples are given, mostly from English, and
further questions are asked.

0.1  Introduction

Strict CV Phonology or CVCV Phonology (henceforth CV Phonology) is a radical
sub-branch of Government Phonology (GP — KLV 1985, KLV 1990, etc.). It accepts
certain basic tenets of GP, including the essentially non-derivational nature of
grammar, the theory of analytic vs. synthetic domains, and the claim that phonotactic
and procedural facts are (largely) due to asymmetrical relationships like government
and licensing contracted by phonological units. However, CV phonology
(Lowenstamm 1996 and subsequent work) represents pioneering work representation-
wise; it hypothesises that prosodic structure is universally composed of strictly
alternating CV units, and clusters of adjacent consonants or vowels arise when a
language licenses domain-internal empty skeletal positions via (proper) government
(familiar from GP). Domain-finally, the empty nucleus is parametrically licensed in
languages which allow for consonant-final words.
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2 How does the boundary-marker work?
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2 Cf. Kenstowitz (1994: 281)
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mar verde green sea’

mar azul *blue sea’
is I-darkening in certain dialects of English, e.g. RP, whereby “coda’
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(9) Clear and dark I's in RP

a. Clear I's: leap, sleep. fellow, mylord
b. Dark I's: spell, spelt, shelter

c. Clear I's: spell it, call Ann, spelling
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It will be argued F._c; that no convincing evidence has been f
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position (traditionally referred to as ambisyllabicity). B

: these
intermedigge

The second strategy that a word-final C may follow is remai
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M_»_,H_wn“:“%: represented E\ the boundary-marker functions as u. UWMMJ_B_;_:E the
S, prosodic) word being the domain of rule application — age lor these

of the rules themselves. pplication — an arbitrary feature

Thirdly, the C may behave as neither an onset nor a co i
M”M.M,w___d_w__.:nn ,_As.m:.,: _.Q.a:.v. illustrates this pattern, Mw:ww_gzﬂwrmc N“ __M_NH“ mﬁ“cﬂsu itis
:oa._snmwm_ﬁﬂwow mcm:mm:o-.. c._, a consonant differs from both the coda N“aE _Mm
,E__.%o::aaa.a .r ne is .Em distribution of Standard American t-allophones, wi i
ki _w.,. € w_,m_.n“.nﬂw:nm are the following (cf. Balogné 2001). (S:::.S g_,Mma
a stressed c:.r, :. _v%._n, N_._,% ___MVM“%_ ﬂ:ﬂ“_:%_”mn_v = ﬁmim_. v": i :%o__osdw_ cmv“
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wﬂﬂnwﬂﬁ.ﬁﬂﬁom _ME. but :m_u.urd if the next word m.m_,ww é””m_wwgoﬂﬂ_ J.MMM _N“w o
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y predicted by CV Phonology (for an analysis, sec Balogné 2001) I

(10) General American t-allophones

a. d[rlom atom, a["]émic atomic

b. hi[(] me hit me

c. hi[c] Ann hit Ann, hi[r] Anita hit Anita

mxmnn_ the same Tm—u b O—u-O-.vﬁ T under 0cs
2 P A ns: atl v
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A v d-in rall AOOBﬁN—.O A— —mv and viv.

(11) RP r-allophony

a. [r]: courage, very, sorry, baron, laurel

b. [r]: courageous, reduce, red, bright, Henry, walrus
c. [r]: for example, for instance, the other Si. '

%MWM:»MMBEQ illustrate the fact that the situation {6
cv 17o=owwww‘<m_ewswwqcm_wwwmwoﬂwvpﬁﬂw_E_EQ. ;
. . . ¥ B < ! £ ; ! 2
w:mw__mm wa_n“_ mv.nvﬁ“”w ‘ “”v._nﬁa_ “”.srn ﬁ.mwﬁ:nm:.: mmy.www_ﬂwﬁvﬂ_ﬂ“” Ww_o—mhmﬁmw ommhm M”M
7 i A e (c! iti
o el o o b
arrow). Across words (12b-c), the two ﬁ___”w_w. “_HMMWM%_” om‘~__.g_%__.mm__.mmmw._{__a (w_\g_h.w
ier, where

the melody f i & d

dy o the vowel A: 1 | )

A - | vvgz—ub.ﬁﬁb

‘ . A: ( . b vV r.:mn— on :Zw consonant ;—,_..w w:nwon

~.n am ,v, T_ -.v.an::=.n_:. 5::.: 1S not consumed T% the TO::QE v:.,_:a:_rc._ ae___nz it m.

..x:m_::w:_._ c. The same a(c_QA:Em_ O:_._vozhbr TC$G<F—. _= T 1 ., . :
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d when the boundary-marker 1s not extraprosodic, and the

the following wor
moeoaamanamam::m from the full vowel is needed to license and silence its vocalic

position (12¢).
(12)a...CV...b. ...Cv<ev>cV... c. ...CveveV
|
ceV C v <cv> ¢@V Cveyv c®V
g g g a q ]
a—p @ +—+—— P a B

Thus, three possible combinations of skeletal and melodic adjacency are possible, and
the English cascs (t-flapping (10), r-tapping (11)) are distinguished from the other
examples by the rules applying in three different ways accordingly. The question 1S
whether the ‘resyllabifying’ rules described above (RP 1-darkening (9), Spanish trilled
/t/ (8)) are essentially any different. It may simply be the case that, quite unexpectedly
and exceptionally, there is no phonetic difference between the realisations of these
consonants in situations (12a) and (12b), and that is why the superfic impression is
that they have become onsels. The exact definition of the structural descriptions of
phonological rules may be of key importance: sometimes it is not the interaction of
government and licensing which produces a given allophone, but reference to only
one of the two antagonistic forces may prove to be enough for a change. A gov erned
4/ will be flapped in General American, a governed /r/ will be tapped and a governed
I/ will be clear in RP, a governed /r/ will be plain (rather than trilled) in Spanish,
irrespective of the rest of the structure. Recall the discussion of French liaison above
it has been shown that the appearance of the word-final floating consonantal material
is sensitive to government and ignorant of licensing relations.

4 Further issues
In sum, the boundary-marker is assumed to be present to the left of cach (lexical)

category, at least in so-called "strict” languages, and the phonological rules spelling
out the realisation of sound segments contain information about which prosodic
constituents serve as their domains of application. Boundary-markers delimiting those
constituents will block the rules, others will be skipped being *extraprosodic” in some
sense. Formulating the sy ntax-phonology mapping algorithm, i.c.. the formation of the
constituents of the prosodic hierarchy, is beyond the scope of the present paper, SO wWe
simply accept the PP view (e.g., that of Nespor and Vogel 1986).

Neither is the issue of so-called *permissive’ languages addressed in this paper. These
are the languages which frecly tolerate all types of consonant clusters word-initially
and which allow for word-initial lenition (Greek and many Slavic languages such as
Polish, as well as modemn occidental Afro-Asiatic langlages such as Moroccan Arabic
or Berber have been claimed to belong to this type). In these languages,
Lowenstamm’s theory poses the boundary-marker at the be sinning of words in the
same way as in ‘strict’ languages, the only difference being that the permissive
boundary-marker need not be always licensed (Lowenstamm 1999). In contrast,
Scheer’s modification claims that the boundary-marker is not present at all in such
languages (Scheer 2001, and Seigneur-Froli 2004 for Greek). Considering cross-word
phenomena, it must be remarked that even in ‘permissive’ languages there are rules
bounded by the prosodic constituents, e.g., Nespor and Vogel (1986: 213) analyses
Greek s-voicing as applying within the intonational phrase. If the suggestions made in
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w:;. paper are mnc%_md. and it is the boundary-marker that blocks rule apn]:
certain occurrences of the boundary-marker are justified in permissive _Ewm“vv:nm:o:,
ages, (oo,

A E&& issuc is the additional factor influencing the conditions on lenit;
English E.a cn::,,..ao languages in general are well-known for _xmc:_ gl
systems, i.e., making a distinction between the onsets of stress Mr i e
.Zwma_m in their propensity to lenite, the stressed position being »u o nd unstressed
initial one. Other languages, like Romance (e g. French), E‘nrm:.emwizm mm.:.a syt
_n«_,.m...ﬁ s_w_w_.xuwm MM_M%_.%&:_S vs. 5.8:.!:5 distinction divides .w:,_.nm:_mm.w,:.w__hﬁ. m~ 2
2 classes, but its relation to the strict vs. permissi i
subject for further study. permiisiediciotmy is ¢
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