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PELPACS

Xn the economic development of medieval Mesopotamia, the
10th century le a decisive period. In addition to the process
of evolution® the foreign domination of the buwaihius opened
the door to manifold changes and innovations. For the first
time* the fief system was militarised! wunesnonieal taxes
multiplied! eurronoy depreciation ess resorted to as a finan-
cial expedient! hanking reached full development! an in-
fluential capitalist class came into prominence! and the
Labour Movement ess organised.

This branch of Arabic history has been least studied!
and this work is an attempt to throe some light on a complex
life in an obscure* yet important period.

X am indebted to my supervisor®* Professor V. “lnoreky
for his Invaluable advice and assistance throughout the course

of my work. I wish to thank £r. B. Lewie and Professor

H.A.JL aibb for many useful suggestions.

Cambridge*
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QOtexIPJLI

*) Thou River who didst bring forth sll things*
fthen the great Oods dug Thee out*
They aet prosperity upon Thy banks."

[Aadress of a Sumerian]
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Arab geographers divide Mesopotamia into tvo areas:
al-Irak la tha sooth and al-Jaslra in tbs north: toot their
data are not definite enough to enable us to trees their
frontiers with absolute accuracy. As regards Irak, rauah
confusion results from the exist*nee of a parallel term, al-
Sawad whioh geographically nearly corresponds with Irak. Zn
; foot, "ai-aawad* refers to tbs apeeial kind of fertile lands
which constitute nearly the totality of Iraki territory.
Aooording to Iton khurdadhbih (272/875), Ibn lusta (circa
332/943)* letakhri (318-21/930-3). kasudi (332/943) and Ibn
Haekal (367/977) the 2awed extended from Altb end Harba in the
north®* to the Iersian Half in the south® and from Hulwan in
the'east to 'Udhaib by <esdiaiyya in the west.2 buhrsb (circa
‘900 A.D.) in enumerating tbs cantons (Taaasij) of the aawad
put the linit at about 3-4 farsakhs above Alth.” tnus agree-
ing with the previous authorities.

(1) The term Hudud (limits) in Arabic geographical lit. meant
not so much "frontiers®* in the modern sense as "limits” in
the sense of the total extent of a territory (v.Mlnorsky,

H—A{).30). Xt was used ter geographers to dasaribe either

the limits of ¢ country (1. Ahurdadhb. p.1: H-A, p.99 sad
p.101) or thelimits of a district (H-A folio 7a: H. p.209.

p.210| p.2351 yuqut-Buldan 1X1, p.135.
(2) I. Ahurdadhbih, p.14) 1. kusta, pp.104-5 and p.107}

letakhri, pp.78-9} Masudi-Tanbih, p.38} 1 H. p.234.
(3) isStrange X, p.20.



The authors assign to Irak tha limits of tha dawad with
tha axoeptlon of tha north* Maaudl identifies Irak with tha
(M 11 latakhrl and Xba Hawkal glwa Irak tha following lim its:
from X lkrlt in tha north* to tha Persian dulf la tha soath* and
from Hulwan In tha aast to <*disiyya In tha west! moreover,
In tha oaatral part they dasorlha It as extending from Waalt
to al-Tibi and In tha south, from Seere to Jubba.2 Magqdlal
(387/997) oonaldsrad tha lias Anbar « al-binn aa tha northsrn
limit.”* Mawardl (d.490/1058) daflnaa tha Bawad aa tha "groan*
part of Irak. Yat ha commits tha srror of identifying tha
lim its of Irak and tha dawad.® and In this error ha la followed,
by al-Khatlb 1d.463/1070)5 and Yaqut (d.628/1228).6 However,
I[f eorraetad®* Mawardl* oonsldara Raditha twelve feraakhs
1l.&hurd. p.93) above dim* aa tha northern Ilimit of Irak.?
Al-dealra. according to Xatakhrl and Ibn Havkal was Ilimite
by a lino running In tha south®* from Anbar to Y Ixrltp than
northv&vaanrds to dlmii Haditha, Mowolly Jasirat HIl_)n Umarangl Amld*

s % AVs A v iV AYEV RV

than wsatward to Sumaisat till It mat the Suphrates which oon-

atltutad the »estern limit.6 Ibn khurdadhblh”™ Includes Arson *

Maoudl, Tanbih* p.38

Ist., pp.78-9» 1.E.* p.231

Esq.* (}:1).134

Mawardl* p.166

fLhutlb vol.I (Cairo ad.)* pp.11-12
Yaqut* buldan, p.175

Mawardl* p. 166

Ist.* p.71» IT.E.. pp.208-9

' Ahurdadhbih, p.95
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UtiyaftrlqlB In the Jasira. and Ibn Miitil placaa Malatlyya
and tiamaiaat In Northern Jasira t&lyar Babla). Aceoralng to
al-uaqdial Amid la the Northern frontler-post of aW aiira/

Tha author of Hudud ai-Alaa roughly says that Jaaira la
aurroundad by tha Tigris and tha Aupbratea and on thla acoount
It la eallad al-Jaslra (i.e. tha island).** 1ibn Bawkal la
more exact in atating that to tha aaet of tha Tlgrla and to
tha west of tha Jkuphratee. there vara tovna and villages
reckoned to Jaaira, though In reality lying outside.t* Maqdlal
remarks that the Suphratea curves around thla province.”

TO aua upl Mesopotamia aa oonslating of Irak and al-Jaslra
ana limited by a lino atartlng from Abbadan ion the P. tfulf)
and running northvarda to Jubba, al-Tlb and ilulwan, then
turning nortb-weatwerda to Tikrit al-ainn, Hadltha, Mosul
Jasirat b.Uaar and Arson. Then eeatverdo to ksyjraferiqin,
Amid and Malatlyya> than southwards along the Euphrates to
Udhalb. then eastwards to Basra and tha Persian dulf. includ-

ing the Batlha In Irak.

g/l) 1. ihista, pp.106-7

2) Mao., p.136

13 A.. p.140

54; I.H., p.209» 1st.. p.721 See Z. Jubair. p.248
5) Maq.. p.1J7



XX Th* Mature of gttSIPOTAMIA

Th* utun of the ttolX influences th* destinies of 1t*
inhabitant*i th* mountaineer®* differ from th* peasant* of th*
plain, and than* again from th* noaad* of th* steppes. Th*
territory of Mesopotamia riaas gradually a* on* advances north-
wards. Al-Joslra, a* w* shall sail th* northern part of it, 1*
a billy platoan, consisting *s»Uy of pasture landst it* >
height varies from 200 to 1000 feet.* It has soma daaolat*
lands. Zht it* pasture* are nor* abundant and capable of
supporting more oattls than thoa* of th* aawad.” In comparison
with th* south rain is abundant in this region* it* agrioultura
1* la** dependant on th* exist*no* of oostly canals.* With
th* exception of Hyal*, all th* affluants of th* Tigris flow
in thi* region. Th* rivers flow in doap and often rocky valley*
but avan with smaller means water can be conducted from thair
tributaries to th* field*.” Thus water is distributed nor*

evenly and this accounts for tha number of agglomerations

scattered all through tha are*.

L* Strang* XX* p.24
Sashimi, p.54

I»H., .227-9
) Hamada%l,) p.19
ibid. |
Sashimi, pp.34-5
Sashimi, pp.34-5
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Ib* southern part of Mesopotamia, excluding sl-Batiha,
is a rich alluvial plain, with a height of 30-100 feet abora
sea-level. vhe rains ara insufficient and out of aaaaon in
this region,2 a fact which necessitates tha construction of
artificial canals®* As a result tha population is retained
sloss to ths riYsr banks and the distribution of cities and
villages follows this limitation# ”~ Ths posture lands are not
very abundant, and the duration of verdure on them is shorts
therefore the conditions for cattle breeding are not encourage
ing«™ A very ing>ortaai feature of this region is that tha
banks of the rivers are low# with ths result that floods are
recurrent, *

The Karshes# Bateih (or & stlta)9 covered a vide area
between Wasit and dears, starting at al-Katr (on the Tigris)
and extending over the lower course of ths Tigris and
Euphrates. * They are mostly overgrown with reeds; with open
lagoons between them, and communications being possible only
by narrow channels.” The water of the Bstlha was too shallow
for river boats# and only skiffs propelled by poles (asradl)

navigated then*6 The climate was hot® and Infeoted with

) be Strangs 11# p.24; Hashlmi, p#34

) Hamadah, p.19; Hashlml, p.34

1 “sshimi, p#35 . A

) Ibid#, p#351 “uadsma, p,240; Ysqut, Buidan, vol#X,p.6691
[.LH.. p#238

Yagut, Buldan X# 8.669
X#**usta, p#1631 e Strange I# p#l and p«28

1#K., p,lo9; la Strange I, p*26; Magq. Hashiai#p.3U
I[.LH., p.236
Uaq.# p . 119



malaria. 1 Tha sparse patch®a of dry places scattered among
tha marshes had good soil and vara cultivated and cor#rad
with rl[Hagan and hanlets.2

A lagoon waa oallad al-Hawl or al-Hawr.” buhrab enumerates
four of thou bataaan al«Katr and fi* Ablfl~Aeads Bafcesea,
Bahamas, Basaryatha and el~<'Uhaamadlyya. Tha lattar waa
Gonneetad by a channel to ftahr Abl9~Asad» flowing Into tha
Blind Tigris.?

In tha northwest, tha Batlha atratehad nearly to *ufa and
ftaffar. ~ Ibn Havfcal apesks of tha ewaisps of Bsara. Tha
author of H-fA rafara to two Batlhaa In Irakt tha batlha of
Kufa, and tha batlha of Beara.' Thaaa Indications apparently
havn in Tlaw only tha opposite aidsa of tha same marsh land.

It la not poaalbla to estimate exactly tha arse of tha
marshes. Ibn dusts says that (circa 300/912) tha ewamps occupied
a spaoa measuring thirty faraakha (about 100 miles) across In
every direction.d Maafodl estimated ( In 334/943) their else
at 30 x JO « 2300 sq. fareakhs.® Maqdiai (373/935)# whan

lie btrange II» p.41| Hashial, p.511

iaqut: Buldan 1# p.669* La itrange II# p.41| 1,p.20.

X.1iuata, p«185> strange I# p.28

La strange I# p.28
1.H .. p»23~f  1Ist* f pp.

I.H.. p.236
H-"A. p.36
LuUBtO, p.94

ii.audi 1* p.226



speaking about el-belik (an important Batlha town) eaye that
It stands by a lagoon* forty fareakha (about 120 mllaa) la
length.1 Yaqut (d. 1229 *e<£e) aJU*>ly mentions that they
extand from Wasit to Bears.” de strange who sums up tha
testimonies of “reb geographer*# aaya that throughout tha
Middle Ages tha Orest bwanp (i.e. Batlha) covered aa area of
50 miles aeroea sad very nearly 200alias In length. " in any

ease the area of the Batlha waa notstatlo, aa it depended on

the height of the floods, and the drainage enterprises of the

4 » VI vt
government.

(1) Mag.* p.119
v2; Yaquts Buidan I, ;2)6.669

63/’ I*e strange XX, p .
V) bee: “udaxoa, pp.240-1j le Otrange X, p.20§ Art."Batlha*

in 4.X.



I11. The D istribution Of watere
. . il

An essentihal falctor in tha his;céry of Mesopotamia la tha
axiatanoa of its two rivers®™ tha Tigris and tha Euphrates. By
their deposits thay gradually formed tha highly fertile region
of tha dawad) froa the most ancient times thay stimulated
herdsmen and nomads to pass to tha sedentary mode of life and
thus to evolve new civilisations.l They Irrigated the country
especially In the south® and tha canal system depends on their
oourees and the height of their bents.2

From Its source down to Baaerra, tbs Tigris flows in a
billy or mountslneous region) Its banks are high ao that
there la no danger of floods* but on the other hand no
possibility of building canals.” The Buphratea®* from its souroe
down to (modern) Kaaadl, flows either in a hilly country or in
a denertt the river bed being low and irrigation by oancla
too difficult. The Tigris* after Baghdad and the Buphratea.

‘after kaaadl flow In the fertlle alluv1al plam"< where vast

Wt *iy 1
" ﬂKV LI 400 V - [

areas are frequently flooded.*
There are some references to floods in the 10th century.

Bar Hebreeus reporta that in 329 / 9A0O "the river Tlgrla flooded

(1) Bast* p.371 H. Field* An.Journ.of lhys.Anthrop.1936*

31*2.
(2) FI){ashmll* p.125
13/ Hashiml* p.129
A) H. Field, Anthropologyof Irek (19A0)*£) 17)Hashiml, p.l1AA
)) Field, Anth.of Irak,p.17)Haehlni, 136 and p. 1ie.
Vllleooks* pp.27-8



th* country.l,l1 In 367/977 th* Zlgrli roc* high* and flooded
 large part of Eastern Baghdad* and Bab el~Tih la Western
Baghdad.2 In 7*1/1000 th* flood of th* Suphrat** destroyed
th* dam of “ubbln. and flooded th* Saved (plain*) of Anbar aad
Badurya reaxhlng aa far aa Muhawwel. According to Ibn al-
Atblr* "th* Tigris roa* (la 401/1010) 21 *11* aad flooded a
great part of Baghdad and Irak* waking many openings in th*
data*. 11l Arab geographer* agree that th* avanpa **ro formed
by th* flood* of th* two rivers*

Th* rivers curry * greet Quantity of deposits in tin** of
flood* end leev* * part of them in their bods*g which result*
in raising th* latter® Besides® th* hank* are sonatinas higher
than th* plain and a seriou®™ broach in then apart from causing
an inundation usually 1*d to a change in course of tha stream.”
There 1* only on* record of a change in the course of ths Tigris
vIn tha 10th oantury Uesudl r*fera to It In apcaklng of lav- .
eait* vhlah It provoked between th* lanaowners on tha aast*m
and western bank* of th* river b*ts**n Xatrabbul and Baghdad.
(lg Bar H*bra«ua®™ p.162
2) T.A. vol.VIII, p.310
3) Sabi, p.444
,4§ [.LA. vol.IX. p.139
: faliﬁlta‘%?“gl 6(6*9) Mlg():\?vi)lggmp*p 053 28) SeaBPart Batlha
lﬁ Wlilooek** p.XII

Ibid.. p.XIII) Hashiml. p- 146 and 147) 4* otrang®* II*
p .20 f£) also pp.30-1) btr*ok™* srt.slaan la K.I.



He reports that tha Tigris altered its couraa to a seventh
of a »lle *eatward la 30 jrurt.1

Tha low banks of tha Tigris and ths Kuphratea aoeountfor
tha net*—'iivalv{ey g?a%éﬁm Uovf easals 1nIrak“§In tbleth Ee/nturyTﬁs
level of ths satsr of tbs Buphrates bstsssn modern Fallujs
and Dlwsniyya is higher than that of tha Tigris bstsssn Baghdad
and kat al-Inara (or Madharaya of tha loth oantury) and this
accounta for a number of oanals haring boon drawn in tha 10th
oantury from ths kuphratas to ths Tigris in this area.*

Ibn khurdadhbih (273/685) classified tha distrlots of tbs
Sawad by dividing it into throe irrigations! aroast

1) ths first extended to the oast of ths Tigris* aad wss

irrigated by ths Tigris aad ths Bahrawan oanal from
Our in ths north down to ths end of Hehrewan by
Madharayaj;

11) th‘eAssoond was irrigated by tha Tigris and tha kvphrates
and oonalsted of tha distrlots south of Madharaya,

oast of Satiha* and down to ths Persian Juif.

(1) Masudi-MuruJ I* p.227. In tha 10th oantury the Tigris
flowed in ths bed of modern ai-Oharraf. while the groat volume
of tbs kuphrstss lowed in its eastern branch, whioh auhrsb
calls 3u*s5>"1--A’la, and whieh Is now known as Shatt al-H1l1lla.
(La Strange 1. p.Is aad pp.9-10). . .

(2) Falluja 1s near the Abbaaid ’Anbar’, ths ruins of whioh
are now eeiiea 'Afcr®.

3) Boa Hashiml. p.147» Wllloooks. p.X1Il

4 [.Khurdadhbih, pp.6-7.



ill) th* third area, th* larg*at and moat productit* of
th* tkm *1 11*d between th* two rlvar* fro* Anbar-
Xaur 1b th* north to th* Batlha. It waa Irrigated bjr
oanala from th* luphrataa and cjr th* 1Aijall canal
from th* Tlgria.2
Th* h**t and most detailed deearlptlon of tha rlrara and
oanala of Meeopotamla, in Arabia geographical lltaratura, la
given by Zbn 3*rapion (or Buhrab) circa 900 A.D.i* other

g*ograph*ra with th* *xoeptioa of Yaqut® glv* only oooaelonal

raferer.ee*. ®

1) 3ee ibid., pp.8-14
Z. Khnrdadhna, pp. 7 8

3/ Bohrab) L* Stran ]:1) 76) p}sa .235-315

(4) Yequt, Bnldan XI, pp.55 £f.1 55) vol.XII, p.s86o ff.)
VO s A ap 2423 p.93-6 234-

5 , 7 I.E. 5

( )Khatlb Blﬁ 61- 71% fg ‘qubi, )pp 233’ 34) 1 f)lawal p. lgp )



IV. Th* geographical Position of Meeopotamla

Outside the protective belt of Ita two mighty watercourse*.
Maaopotamla la eurrounded by deserts and highlands. To the west
Ilea the Syrian dseertt to the south and south-west lies th*

: W i " KS e o
Arabian daaarti to tha north it la bounded by tha Taurus and
Antl-Taurusi and to tha aaat by tha iagros range.* Being rich
and fertile i1t waa alwaya an attraotlon to lta neighbours. Tha
lack of natural defenoea rendered the country unprotected
WS PERERONGL AR | e g

Tha raajor phanomanon la tha Iftpaot of tha desert on thla
fartlla aona* Froat tha aarllaat times# down to tha praaant day*
ollaatlo changes in tha d*s*rt, growth of population, or mere
urge on plu{ndeﬁ made wavas cv)f pongais aad Qer%sm&n penetrate
into Meéopotamia. The his(tory -V-of this country hés been a aefies
of wars and eonfliots (material aad oultural) between "the
desert and th* sown", between the nomads and th* cultivators
of the soil.2 _The Arab conquests are striking example of these
periodical e,fu'pti'ons ffom the "desert. ” °

When the central goremmnt waa strong or the nomads were

sot In huge mushera* this lupaet turned Into peaeeful penetration,

(1) Hashiml. p.371 fields, Arabs of oent. Irak (Anth.Mem.1933.

P.77).
(2) fie)ld, An.J.of Phys. Anth., 1936, pp.43436) Haahlmi, pp.9"-3)
Jsmall, p.4

(3) Beoksr (Cam. m. Hist.) p.331-2) Hast Ch.Ill asp. pp.36-7
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or Into sporadic raids for spoil only. In the 10th century
there was no great *bw of nomadism. Sources do not rafar
to migrations of naw tribes from tha peninsula, but sometribas
omm into prominence during tha oouraa of thla oenturyj a
faot shioh indieatas that thoaa tribas had althar baan awollan
by newcomers, or had recently arrived on tha scene. Bat this
shows that tha penetration was peaceful. In 378 A.H.1 tha
kftfibl tribas became, for tha first ti a, prominent in 100al
affairs} whila tha Khafaia triba started their active role in
Irak in 403 A.H. The movement of tha Kaneatlans of Bahrain
was a striking example, in tha 10th oantury®* of an aggressive
push given to nomad tribes. They attacked and saeksd Kufa**
and Basra4 iarfﬁ oausad touch de;s"trll;ction in The dawad aa far as
Anbar.” Banu ahalbsa kept on their dastruetlve Maraudings.
throughout the oantury till tha sightiea, in Jasira and in the
hawed. It waa not till 369A.H. that Adud al-Dawla was abls

to destroy their power and save the oountry from their depre*

cutlone.” Many ether tribes like Xhafaja and Bani lead and

Banu Akil did >ouoh to ruin tha fertile areas aad spread terror.

gl) XA, XX p.40t 1.H.. p.228
p

2) Ibid. XX p.163-7
13) 1Ibid. VIIL. p.105
4y 1bid. VIII, p.115
5) 1Ibid.IX, p.345

342} 320} VIIX, p.67 and p.516
(7) Bollpse XX, pp.396*9
(a) X.AXX, pp.165*7} Babi, p.472} pp.445-53} p.472

b
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not only Bedouins but also Kurdish triboa from tha hilla
and mountains in tha north east burst on Mesopotamla whenever
.thaf;/ fa1t abla to do so”< V \}Hag: srrTail numbsra of Kurds asttl'adm*
in tha plains** but from thslr mountains thay expended (In
Tlshar ol-Akred) and kept raiding al-Jaaire.A In the saoond
half of ths 10th oantury®* their upheavals assumed graatar pro-
portions* and reached a climax in the establishment of tha
Kurdish principality by tha Marwanlds in Oiysr Bekr (360-469/
990-1096).3 How.r.r, Xurdlsh depwidntion. **r* not *o gr.T.
as those of tha Bedouin i\rabs*

Tha natural wealth of Mesopotamia attracted not only nomads*

but all _powers arlslng 1n tha Bear or Mlddle Bast* the Buwalhld

o \*

invasion in 334/945 is a clear 111ustrat10n of th1s tendeney

Ths ooBkncroial position of Mesopotamia is of great impor-
tance® It is a bridge between tha Mediterranean world and the
Middle and Far East. The historical route from Western Asia
to Iran and Trensoxiana pasaea by Baghdad* * Besides, Mesopotamia
1s a market for ths Bedouins* who cams from the peninsula to
exchange their goods with the people of the plain*5 Its shore on

tha Persian lulf is tha terminus of the sea routes from Chins*

*++ Sellpa* IX, **10
111 Ibld )1()1581 XII. pp.fi3-7» pp.1W-51 pp.176-7» suli.

p-

(3) 1ttl&orsk_lr (*rt.Kurda)-s.I.1l, pp.1137-6» 1..Pool.! M.Djra*-
ot p

V) X Khurdadhblb p.19 ff.

(5) 8. Afghani, p.357 ff.; Maq., p.24



In&la + M il it froca tbs kod baa and douthsrn Arabia) and

tha kuphratss links 1t with Syria.l
Thus by i1ts tfsographlssl position* Masopotamla waa dsstinsd

to ba ths osntra of sultlral dsvslopmsnt as wall as ths natural

bsttlsflald for various psoplss.2

1 [.Jaws1l - manaq lep4» Ya'qubl. Yp .234) pp.237-8
2) H.nsld* Antksm.lV.1935. p371 a’qubl. pp.233-4



WV timiMiMIJhmaM & m it Mdgootfpia

TIM towns wars generalljr cosmopolitan and peoples "of
different tongues, colours, tan“aramsnta. education. religions,
occupations and Habits” lived together,” vhlla tbs country*
aids was more homogeneous. However, only permanent groups ars
to ba considered while little foreign ooouunitles of merchants
and ocoaaional visitors ars disregarded.2

first came tbs Arabs. They wars settled in towns or on
land, but a large asatloa of them remained nomadse Tbs Bedouins
still despised agriculture, trade and Industry* felt proud
of tbsir liberty) and had great linguistlo talents) and Indulged
in marauding and tribal wars. In tbs aaw towns of Kufa and
Basra, tribes were settled en bloc, and lived in quarters of
their own.5 Tribal feuds still persisted in some towns libs
Basra, where, aocording to Dhahabl "Adud al-Dawla...reconciled
(566 A.H.) the Bsbi 'a and ttudar who were in strife for 120
years.

starting from the north, there lived in Jaslra the northern
tribes of gable. Mudsr and soma southern yemenltea, especially
% Ezzwfs‘(t)lrsgxf:r’npilép '31('%1'9qub1, p.242-54
3) Jahls-manaqib, pp.5-6
/\g? Ibid., p.42-3) I*A. XX p.174-5
6

Bull, p.215
Ohshabi, folio 12s



the Kalb tribe. Soon of tbo Babla and uudar settled, «hUa
otbara war* 1tlU herdsmen.” Xba Hawkal nperti that In hla
time (M6/966)ew trlbaa of Kals =111011 cams to Jaslra and
pushed aaide or dominated the existing onea. Among the new-
eomera he mentions Banl Kushalr,B anl Numalr, and Beni Kllab.2
ALY g1 e WS T

It aecema however that the existing tribes still held their own
in sous parts of the jaslra as was the oaaa In and around the
tom of that name.®

Beau ahalban lived In Jaslra, and were quite turbulent la
the extreme north-east (shahrasur) In the flrat half of the
century.” hanu Isnlr lived near Harran and apresd to Mosul.*

Beau 'Afcll grew powerful In the seeond half of the 10th oentury

In oentral Irak and In the Jaslra.6 Banu Taahllb lived near

Mosul to the west of It.”
the Khafsla appeared by the end of the oentury and oontlnued

to play a groat part in the affairs of oentral Irak.* They
spread south-west of the Euphrates front Kufa to Basra. Ibn
Jubalr (500 A.H.) attributed the ruin of Kufa largely to the

Khafaja who lived near the town.*0 Banu Bad*a habitat was

| 1stakhr1 p.77 and p.23

1
(2 X .226. they occupled the areas around Barran. Jlar
Uenblj haour Khsnuqa, Areban, i«arglsla and gahbs
3 ibid.. IKK
4 I.A.VIII, p.320 and p.342
5> Kollpse 2X1. p.176-7

‘6dee uabi* pp.445-53

% I.A. VIII, p.327

(10

See debit 472 165-7
8abl. p. 8) )2A IX. p. 16};p
1 Jubalr p.211



near Kufa and *Aln al-Tarar. ACCOl’dlng to Xatmkhrl they occupled
the ar«a limited by Qsdlslyya, Shukuk siM m end the desert

of Beers. Beyond Shukuk lived the tribe of Teyy.

7 In 314/927 there eere la Kufs 50,000 families of gsbia

and Uudarj 6,000 families of yemenites, end 24,000 families

of other tribes* : Soli specifies the following tribes in xufa:
Banu Assdi Banufl-Ash'sth« the Buiesyylthun and Bsnu Ha/nsn.”

. In Bears were found the ttudar and gable** whose, feuds were

1.k
%
notorious.*7 Soli reports that the tribes Mahallbs. Meseal*a.

Jarudlyya, Jbghlla sad Bamen » « 1in Basra.”

-

In the desert west of Beers the most famous tribe was the
Bsnu Tainim. " . In 400/1009 the Banu oubals are mentioned la
Khuslstsn,B chere their rests (Dubais) are still found.

Though the Arabs despised non-Arabs, they showed muoh
tolerance and Keenness in marrying their slave-glrls.* Jahls
explained this faet by the seelusioa of free women. Thle

tendency ssaumed such proportion®* that all the Caliphs of the

10th century had slave-mother*. =

Zstakhrl,

Abraicl, pp 122 3

Bull, p.215

Bbshsbi, folio 12a

I.A. VIIIL p.80) Eclipse ZZ, pp.369-70

Bull, p213. They were probably branchss of tribes
Zstakhrl, p.22

I.LA. IX. p .137
MsshrlqE[ 934], p 413
Jahls ssagl

kashrlq U934J, pp 413 4

N [ B~
- :\\g“\v" \L_J)W\B:



TtM Arab* began to foel}_*thnat thair dialelon Int(‘)‘
aedentaria® and nonada on tb* on* hand, and Into tribaa on the
othar vaa a aooroa of weakneee. Thla lad ana* writers, especially
Jahis, to aiM rt that tha Arab* vara om single group united by
tba common culture* similar habits and one language! and that
differences arising oat of looslit/ or tribe sere insignificant
and superficial. ¥ den* othara Ilka Tbé&'abibl and Hamedanl want
further by awaiting tba Arab nation aa the noblaat and ita
language aa the boat.

The itallamltea who war* Iranian mountaineers of tb*
aoutharn Caspian coast, war# found tin Irak even before tba
Buwslhld invasion (334 after wbloh they formed a prominent
seation of tb* army and the bulk of tb* landlord*.” Baalda
them, there waa in Irak a ooomamlty of oiTilised Persiansmof
wham some probably remained from tb* oasaanian timea, and some
other* panatratad into Irak after the rise of tb* Abbsaids and
capeoially under Wa'man. They war* of great oultural and poll*
tloal importancet but they war* politically aclipsad by tba
lurk*. 0

1) dobla* Mana lb .
2) Tke'ehlbl. It letter* of Uamadani (ed.Tarabulai)

Beirut 1*21, 279 264

3 Minoraity, 1a lamltaa pp.2-3

4) Jfcolipe* XI, p.41

5 Ibid. IX pp.96-7

(6) uinoraky, Dallamites, pp.11-12 ; kaskrl 1934, p.409s
PP.415-22] Tab.Ill, p439t Jahlz, Uanaqlqb p. 15



ffc Turk.a MM to prominence under Mu'tasim' (833-42 A.D,)
mad continued to to the dominant power till the Buvsibld Inwa- ¢
slon.l, Jehia (d*869 A.O.) wrote on eulogy of the Turks (Manaqlb
al-Turk) In which ho praised their brewery* endurenoe, trust*
worthiness end other warlike virtues. He even called then
'Bedoulna of the ’AJama" and explained that they had no love
for crafts* agrioulture or solenee.2 The Huwalhid aray wee
composed in equal parte of Dailaraiteib Infantry and Turkish
oavalry.”

The "Anbat" le a tens used to deeeribe the srataaio speaking
peasant' of Irak®* especially of the Betiha region. Ibn al-Kalbi
‘«eonﬁ‘film“e“th;t the Arabs called the Inhabitants of Irak who were
neither shepherds nor soldiers* Mabateans. Maa’udl oalls the
peasants of Irak either "Syrians" (Sfryan) or Mabateans." He
rightly thinks that tho Mabateans represented the anolent popu-
lation of Irak* subjugated by the Persians®* but adds that after
the Arab invasion sewn of them claimed to be yerslsns and con-
temptuously looked down upon "bebateaniam™. He quotes s poet
exclaiming! "and the villagers claim to be descendants of Klara

Kubadhi Then where are the Mabateans?"* thus considering the

+$°Xq) S w1 B e "y /8 > R TR g

(1) Vskhrl. p.1dlj Jahls hayan III. p.2061 Sabi* p.l11 fz.
JohiSe kimaibs p.43

ISJ] helipee II* p.234 ff.t see mlnorsky-Oallamltes®* pp.20-1

(U Haq., p.108; K.I.IV, p.602

?) Yaqot. Buldfcn I1I, p.634

6) 1*feu&l-fanbih* p.7 and p.37-3y



Tillagors to bo Hsbstosns* Finally» bo spooks of s Sabatoan
Tilings near csrasrra*

Tbs middlo olaosss of tbs Aaaiaaans playod s groat rolo la
tbs ouitursl doTSlopftont of Irak, and producad groat doctors,
astrologers™ soiontlsts and transistors™ Harran, in oblob tbs
anoiont Ssbian astral roligion was still profsssod9 was tba
groat oontro of Anemic culture*” Christian Arsmoans wore found
in S:‘oAt}lpfaofratively largo eonimmitiea *_in levrit»/\ Hafck and naar
MOSVUl.m - B

Tbs Kurds lived In Uppsr Jemiru: to tbs ssst and north
asst* They w*r* mainly nomadic or aanl*nomsdlo. Thay 1llrad
In asttlad sondltions Inr.willagos round Mosul* and In towns
libs Mosul." Tba bast known of tbair trlbos In tba loth
osntury in Jaslra war* tba Hum*Id* Hadbbani,6 and Hakkarl
tribas. Souro*a ars full of rafaranoas to tb* fr*quant Intsr-
ruptlons of oemcaunieatlona oausad toy tb* Kulrds.9 for tb* poli-
tical rols of tbs Kurds aaai tbs artl«l* "Kurds" in &.I»
Keclips* UX» pp.83-71 144-Si176-7t Balgb-Tawikb al-Mswsil
V¥ ol.l.

[1) Masudl-Tanblb* .37-6
2) Masudl * VI, p.FJp»
jr) ttaahrlq 1934, pp.423-8

X.H., p. 226
5) L.H., p.226, p.226. 1st., p.77
6) I.H.. p.217
7) Ibid.

8) Prof. iinoraky thinks that tbls name Is "possibly d*riw*d
from tbs anoiont provino* Adlabsns."
(9) s8*a Sull, p.136) p.!92] 1. Jubalr, p.24P| Kollp** II, p.133



Irek had man/ Jewish communities. Baghdad# where tba
Kxiiaroh resided, vaa thalr principal oentre. It poaaaaaad
a special atraat celled "Tba Java9 street" [I>«rb el~Tahud)#
Basra too bad an important lavish colony, lava lived also In
tba districts of dulven, Hahrevan and Nlslbln. They bad tvo
famous acadamias at dura and fumpe&ita, aaah presided aver by
°n (loan.J>l< In tti 9th cntury, Java vara gamrtlljr dy.ra,
tannara, ouppara and butoharai bat In tha loth cntury aona
vara merchants, bankers, and even administrative officials.g

Among tba other small groups mentioned in Irak in tha
10 oentury there vara tba Indian &utt whom Esjjaj transported
from Bind to Batlha. 7he iutt vara buffslo-brseders, and as
buffaloes are not afraid of lions, it vas thought that they
would polios tha Jungle of tha marshes. In tba 9th oentury,

the Zutt vara dispersed, but some remained settled near

JUianakln. *

4 vV r BE

Finally, th«r« n n tha ao-eail.a "Jaramloa* iprobably
Araaaana))* *nd th. "Sani*. origin.ry of th. north-...t.rn

ooaet of Atrio*, who auppli.d M rrll. labour.”

........... EEN............ — ceooec.. Hm ............ | m - | M T

(1) Mann. n.a.VII, pp.465-6
(2)  Y«qut. aulflUm IV. p.1045
3) Mann, op.olt.. pp.463-72 _
4) Maahriq (1934), pp.429-331) Jahria, Thra. Saaaya, p.17
3) Baladhuri, orl%in. [T, pp.105-111
6) Maaudi VII, p.11?

7) 9.. Yah.lll, p.1742) Jahia "H.aay on tha narlta of tha

Blaaka oanparod .1th th. hit.a" (Pa4l al-uudan).
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Thla enumeration of ethnic groupa show* tha complicated
oharaotar of tha Mesopotamian population. Tha groups differed
not only in their origins, but In their profeaalona aa «flli
tba townamen Areba ware engaged In trade and liberal profes-
sions®* Tha riabetsans vara agrioulturlatai the namada were
oattla breederei the Turns and Dallaoltes sere soldlerai tha
Christians and Jaws formed a distinct part of the Intelligent*
aia, ate. Thus the variety of tha population corresponded to
a division of funotlona and labour and tended to organise tha
eoolety Into an eeonomlo whole. On the other hand,,the oppo-
sition of functions still Increased tho antsgonietlo feeling,
of tha different raoee. consequently, mutual sttraetlona and
atruggles made tha Meeopotaaien society a living organise! full

of dynaiolo possibilities-



STUDIES OH THE SCOKOMIC LIPS OF MBS8QPOTAMIA

IH THE 10th CEHTURY

In tha aconamlic development of Medieval Mesopotamia, the
10th oentury la a decisive period. The foreign domination of
the Buwalhida opened*door to manifold changes and Innovations*
For the first time, the fief system was militarized) uncanonics
taxes multiplied) currency depreciation was resorted to as a
financial expedient) banking reached full development) an in-
fluential capitalist class came into prominence) and the labour
movement was organized*

To throw light on the different sides of economic life , |
have discussed the following topics:

l« The ethnological and geographical background to serve
as an introduction,

lie Agriculture: the existing forms of land tenure) the
agricultural policy) the methods of irrigation and
cultivation) and the crops.

I11. Industry: the classes of labour) the rise of a specific
labour movement9 seen in the movements of the YayySrts,
the lenj and the Ca”nathlana) the formation of cojv
porations and the beginnings of guilds) the handl-

V crafts. \"4

IV. Trade: the factors affecting its development) the mer-

chants, their classes and dealings) credit) local



markets; exports and imports; trade relations with
foreign countries.

V. Banking: the functions of the Jihbadh and the Sarraf;
the institution of a state bank; the instruments of

credit, namely the Suftaja and the Sakk; the sig-

i pf nificance .vf %éﬁwhlzi,ngA ins]tittjlvt?ic’)ns'to Mésopptamian .
economy. o

VIi. Taxation in theory and practice with a special consider-
ation of uncanonical taxes.

VIil. Currency: an introduction to Islamic currency; bimetal-
Alism and the ratesx of exchange; thg“monetary policy;
the types of coins in circulation; the right of
coinage.

V 1ll. The standard of Living: conditions under the Buwaihids
are compared with those of the preceding period; lists
of prices are analyzed; and single problems are ex-
amined: the distribution of income, the social service

S {fry<iit 4\ vie v/ * %A A aKva kv k t NovEL > VIV
of the state, the expenditure among the different class
and the insecurity of property.

I conclude that the Buwaihid invasion lowered the
standard of living of the local population.
I have used chiefly the original Arabic sources and the
available European studies, in the choice of which 1 was helped

by Professor V. Minorsky, MMy Supervisor.
if , w- v a4 mi” A oe- *

A. A. DURIL
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Agrioulture - Synopsis

Land Tenure

a) The bsofcground

b) Kinds of holdings!

1) StiUjfcSS

8) iIgta*s

1)

It)

iln)

Oenersl nntrki
Theoretioal division:
t) iIgta”™ tamllk
2) " latighlal
Y-y flex Ar " Brpes s HHeyyn o

practical divisions:

1) Civil Iqte’s

2) Private .

3) Cellphal and princely Xqts9.

k) Military Iqta9: beginning and reason of
militarisatiorll;‘r rights and obligation of

fief holders in theory and praotloe

3) Private UtOjfall

1)

11)
i)

iv)

Origin: grsnts» reviving dead lands and reclaim-
ing awampst purchase of capital aatatas

~end owners* their obligation

The practice of Il)a ' and its consequences

The Xghar



k)
1) 1UrpOM Of WsC
11) Categorical
1) private
2) offloial
111) Condition of tba eaqf
IT) Adialnlatration of waqf land

Introduction
1) ttUa (279-2%9 ACH.)
1) Reform of tho Taxation Calendar
11) Irrigations! Repairs
ill) Aid to peasants
2) Sftt h« *laa *s policy (til! 324 A.H.)
1) Juatioa and Kindness to cultivators
11) His apprsolatlon of tha value of Irrigation
111) Advances saads to oultlvators
3) tfta, parlfld 9f *4*. al-Up*ra.l324-34
V) mioy of uulaa al-i>awla. till 366 A.H.
1) Repair of tha Irrigation system
11) Revival of liaypovarlshad lands
111) Lend policy:
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X) .Military fiefe to officers* favourites ana
oourtiara
2) Fiefs to soldiers
3) i1ffact on cultivators and tba system of Irrlge-
tlon
4) Uncontrolled fanning <PPaman> of remaining lands
5) aummary
5) volier In 1.0.ul 317-68 A.H.
1) Alms* mobilising material resourcea
11) deans: a) appropriation of land on a larga eoale

b) change of oropa

1) General remarks
11) kepair of the irrigation aystem
111) The oalendar reform
7) 1>ecay after Adud al-lswla
1) Irrigation aystem r*leglectefl (}wo exceptig*ns teco*rdedﬂ)

11) Floods* ruin of the country

8) ConoXmXon.

XXX Th. *jtrlouX*m-.X 3y fB
a) Village organisation!
1) The peasants
11) Traditional organisation preserred* Functions
of the dihkaiu before and during the 10th century

111) <uandlord and peasant.



b; Methods of cuXtinUoai

1) Agricultural Implements
11) Manure
111) Cultivation of palm-trees and fruit trooa
1T) Peasants versus locusts ana crop dlaaaocaa
o) Methods of Irrigations
1) Function of tha government
11) Irrigation machines; tha Daily*t tha ha*ura and
tha Dulab
ill) Natural irrigation by; (1) canals* (2) springs”*
(3) rain
d) Extant of tha oultlvatad area
1) Tha Basra region
11) Tha Batlha region
111) The zone batvaan tha two rivers from Baghdad to
IT) Tha oountryalda of Bagdad
T) Tha graan bait east of tha Tigris
Tl) Tha Jaslira
a) Crops and their distribution
1) Dates:
(1) Places celebrated for palm trees

(11) varieties of dates



11) «?heat dllda barleys estimates™ locality
ill) ttloe

it) 8eeams anil otbar oereala

t) Fruits: .:rapea, oranges and lemons* olives,

figs, pomegranates, lemons, prunes, apricots,..

T1) uotton
T il) Sugar eane
T ill) Vegetables

Is) Flowers
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X. ynA T«nufl»

.The economy of kesopotamia depended mainly on agriculture,
land being the moot Important capital and a productive field of
investiaent.

Whether in tha opinions of tha Jurists, tha Sawed vac taken
by foroa or by treaty ibulh). tha fact ramaina that ita Ilands
vara loosed upon aa tha cormmon poaaaaaion of tha guelim community.
The waair V*li b. 9Xaa wrote to tha governor of hilh and Mubarak
that tha bawad waa conquered by forces that it vaa not owned by
tha Caliph or tha government, but that it waa tha far* of tha
auallme and waa like waof (mortmain; i furthermore that ita
cultivators ware laaaaholdara paying fcharaj for tha tenure of
tha lands they cultivated.* Ibn Miakawalh and Xatakhri confirm
this view, adding that tha do”nine around daare vara *uahrl*
lands, ainoa they ware brought under cultivation after tha
Islamic conquest.2

haverthalaaa, different kinds of tenure esleted in tteeopo-
tamia, with no distinct llnaa separating thami and there waa
muoh variety in the holdings of each type. The conditions of
tenure usually depended upon the parson of tha holders they
vara ragistared in the central dilwan (bureau) in Baghdad, aa

(1) Sabi, pp.J36-?s also pp.iUKJ
(2; let., p.-BOi X.H.U), p-239l kelipec XX, p.127



well ae In ¢ provincial register.1

Broadly speaking, there were five major typea of holdings!
(1) Jioyel domains* which belonged to a sovereign Caliph or to

a Buwailid prince
(2) Igta'a* l.a. fiafs
(3) him* 1.e. private possessions
it*) *aqf* l.a. mortmains or pious endowments
15) Communal lands

') the Oalivhal domains. “ai-mya’ al-aultanlyya) origi-
nated from tha oonflseated lands of tha Umeyyad Calipha and
prlnoaa. Their number was increased by occasmnal conflscatlons
of the property of disgraced or deceased officials*” or by the
practiee of ilia.* They were found all over Mesopotamia* in
the uvawad, in the vicinity of Baghdad* Kufa, Basra and ttaalt*”
in the zones reclaimed from the swampa,6 around Mosul7 and aven
in Persia and Ahwas.g Various naxuss were applied to theae domains
(diya')t lihaaea i.e. "private"* yuratirra l.a. "tuphrstean"*
*Abbaaayya 1.e. "'Abbasld"* austahdatha i.e. "newly created”*

and finally murtaJa*a i1.e. "retaken".* The latter were grants
Yy g

2 ud. * p.241* Jahshlyarl p.90
bid.

v3
W - 11** will he explained later
(5) Ac 1£ae 1* pp.60-1; = gad. 241t I-A VIII, p.43

Kb) 241

(7) Kchpae X p. 405 .

id/ Tab. Il1* p.2140* Ya'gubl* pp.271-2* Eclipse I, p.6l
(9) Eclipse 1, p.244

g1§ -.alqaahandi* vol. XIV, p. 114
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revolted by the Caliph for eon* reasons;l but the appellations
of the rest ere not explained in contemporary sourcea.

There were several bureaus (diwane) for the administration
of the Oallphal Domains.® Mufctadlr's mother had a apeolal bureau
to administer her eatstea.L Bach domain (dayaj* or a group of
domains* wee entrusted to a special "amil who either farmed the
taxes himself or had a farmer by hie side. Usually* Oallphal
Domains were farmed out. ®

Oallphal Domains must hare been very extensive. In O9All

b. 9as9 list of revenue for the year 306/916* the a,nount of the

fcharaj is given aa followsi-

The Ahassa” « $16*447 dinars
s Om m m 617%126 §
" ~Utizaaizto8 U4.760 «
*  Muatahdatha 2*%9,036 "
fAw.» th. KhjraJ of bQllphal

tb. .tat.ia.at of th. 'Aiail wa. a<jusl to tb. Khareyy of tb. root of

1) 'Arlb, p.145

2) sajroan au”v.t. that al-D»ya' al-.4h.aaa war. thv prlrata
..tat*, of tb. Caliph) al-"i1Dbaalyya war. tba a.t.taa of th.
Caliph's family and ralatlra.)tnat al-Furauyya war. so
callad baoauM thay war. on tba banlca of the luphrataa. Saa
VY ol.Il, p.132

53 Kolipa. 1, p.152

4) 1Ibid.I, p.143

(5) Tan.l, p.102) Tab.Ill, p.2224

v6) Kolipoa X, p.152) Tan.I. p.102) I[.A.VIII, p.65
Kxoluding thoaa around la.it

H (Sara. a. 7)

Araasr, in 'Ali b.'Xaa, p.31
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the lands.* hut to gat a fair estimate of the extent of the
Callphal Domains allowance should be made for the faet that the
tax collectors passed over many dues and levied taxes at a re-
duced rate.z The most ing>ortant9 and probably the largest, sec-
tion of the Callphal Domains lay on the Euphrates (the
Euratiyya),"*

A fter 317/729 Callphal Domains shranx rapidly, as s result
of the penury of the treasury and the clamour of the soldiery
for pay. A treasury crisis forced the wasir Ibn Muqgl* in 317/
929 to sell numerous callphal estates™ During a new crisis
in 319/931* the wasir al-Kusaln b.al-sasim sold Callphal estates
for 970*000 dinars. This liquidation continued on a large
scale under qahlr* 1In 320/932 wahir commissioned Abuvl - 9Abbas
al-Jtaubafchtl to proceed to a systematic sale of Oallphal Domains
and on the first day9 the buyers acquired estates for 900,000
dinars.” In 321/9333 the wsslr Ibn huqla disposed of Callphal
estates for 2,400*000 dinars.” In spite of these sales after
the deposition of Qehlr in 322/ 933* there remained still numerous

inu.anha.feh.> 'Ahbaal > mad "rusmti’... ..tat...8 Th.

final blow to Callphal Domains was dealt by the Euwalhld invasion*

13 Cf. T.n.11. p. 144

Krtnwr, Op.Cit., ;

3) Ibid., p.31
h.l'l(}).. I. }%.200

5) Ibid.I. p.226

5 Ibid*I, p. 245

75 Ibid.I, p.260

g) [Ibid.I, p.295
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Mulss al-Dawia (in 334/945) seised tha Caliph*e lands and

gave him lqta's instead.*

12. 1atala

Tha m jorlty of cultivated lands belonged to this category,
/whuwarisral (d.367/997) defines latal as a &rant of land to a
parson* entitling him to fall and hereditary ownership.2 Yet
*Arib reports that Mulct*dir, being In financial straits, revoked
some lqta*s previously granted by himself and instituted for
them a special Divan al-Murtajacat.** Theoreticelly, s ruler
eould grant Iqta *a only from his estates,” but in prectloe this
rule was often transgressed#” Fief-boldere had no apeolal
military obligations, but had to pay certain dues,” and to repair
the canals and bridges lying within their fiefs#

At first the Caliph was the supreme grantor of flefai then
after the advent of the milr al*Utyera (324-34/935*45)» the latter
granted fiefs toot finally after 334, the duwalhld prince became

the sole grantor#

Theoretically lotala were classified under two categories

Khuwerlsml, p,39
ii gArib,dp#MlS ;
&?} Fapardh, p-1od,q
;  gslgashandl, XIII, pp#139-43

(7) Sabi# P.257 _
6; Eclipse 1, p#1361 p#374

g} Eclipse I, p#9(
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according to the right they conferred:
£k Jota* Tamil* (1*e* granta) conferred on the owner a
full and probably hereditary ownership. It waa subject to
tha payment of tho 'ushr. It m wusually assigned on doad
lands to bo rovlvad, or on cultivated landa whoaa ownara
dlod holrlosa.l
11) Tho luta* iaatigh'uwl (l.a. assignment) novar had a horodl-
talrhy character. It waa granr*tgdwr'rvl;_iﬁly to the angr and waa
generally eseigned bn Kharsj landa*

Practically, the type of the fief depended upon the
position of the grantor and not on the right It conferred*
Thus* the following olaaaee could be dlstlngulshed

1) Plefs of civil servants

11) mvatc flafa

111) Oallphal flofs

lIv) Military flofo.

im SniA flofo* granted to offioiala in llau of salaries,
var* th* dominant type at tha beginning of tha 10th oentury. On
assuming office, a wasir usually received flafa, and at hla dis-
missal, they oar* conflseated to the benefit of the next wasir.
buoh fiefa war* usually extensive. ™ Thar* oxiatod a spaoisl
Khuwarisiai, p.60| Kawardi, pp.166-7» “elqtahandl, pp.113-5
Mawsrdl, pl vi italq.ll1l. p.115-7
%g&lgﬁlo ())(f 1?101‘[5 ?a{sspt%lsa?;l»5OTOa(?OVc?fg}allrgC Fexll?égllle glrfltllalila Boa

Baéail23» Sollps* X, p.157?] Yaqut Diot.V, p.276( Kollps
p

A~~~
AU —
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bureau for administering vasirlal fiefs# sailed Divan iqta*
al-vvusaral. *

Other important officials also received fiefs* 1In 325/3368
Ibn £a9lq granted Bajkam. (then the revenue farmer of Ahvas)
fl1*f* bringing * ravamw of 50,000 dinar™* par annuo.2 In 334/
945) du'iss al-Jouwha grantad hi* aourtiar® larg®* aatata* a*
fiefs. A fief wee also granted to the treasurer.” In 367/977
Adud al-Dawla confirmed the fief# of Abu Ishaq al~Sabl# secretary
of the Correspondence Bureau.” This type of iota9 imposed no
special obligations on the holder.

I[I* The urivate i1otala were granted to individuals of
merit# not officially employed# such as poets. It conferred on
the holder a full# and actually hereditary ownership. An Iqta9
granted to the poet Buhturl was still owned by his grand daughter
in the time of iiadi.®

To the same type of lota9 belonged also grants to revive
"neglected** estates. The procedure was that the grantee offered
to attract peasants to cultivate the lands and to supply them
with seeds and money# to dear up the eanalsi and to pay the
treasury a fixed sum annually. In return# he received the land
in full and hereditary ownership# and was exerted from any tax
or official intervention.”

g% Eclipec’i# p 374
3) Eclipse II# p.96
' Eclipse II. qu 168

.3) Yaqut-Dict. 332
(6 Tan VII# p. 28 (reprlnt)\ see Sabi# pp.163-41 p.181-2

7) See Muti*s decrees in Qslqashandl# vol . XIII# ﬁp 123 311
PP*139 43. "neglected" estates were those which were deserted

and fell into ruin*

~— N
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111*  *hen th# Caliph wai dispossessed of hi# domain# by
Mulss al-Uuwla* th# latt#r compensated hi »with fiefs* Th#a#
iqta*a resembled th# civil lotal in aa much aa th#y war# given
in liau of aalary®* and the privet# iota * in aa muoh aa thay con-
f#rr#d fall ownership on their holdor* Moreover* they war# under
tha protection of th# Buwallld prince.1 Th# Caliph had a aeorc-
tary to administer hi# lotal,

A parallel type of iota* waa the princely iqtal referred to
by Abu ohuja* [the oontinuetor of Ibn Mlakawalh]* In 390/990
Slmsaw al-Dewla and Sahal al-Dswla agreed that each should have
iqta*# in the other territories** This lots* probably conferred
fall rights of ownership*

IV¥ In the 10th oentury lota* went through a process of
militarisation in the sense that land was granted en masse to
[mercenary) troops®* This change waa brought about by the bank*
ruptoy of the central treasury in the late years of ttuktadir’e
reign (after 317 A*H.) and under hia successors! by the little
administrative experience of the early Suvalhids and by the
unrulineae of the soldiery*

The year 334/945 i» a landmark in the militarisation of
iotas®* for in that year ttulss al-Dawia made wholesale grants of
(1) J&clipse I1* p*3441 [A* vol.VIII* p47&

V2) LA* vol*YIU* p.339

(3) Kelipse IIT* pp.271-2* bimsaro al-L>awla was then ruler of
Arrajan and Farsi Bahe*al-i>awla waa the ruler of 'Irak and

Khuslatan
(4) LA* vol.VIII* pp.342-3.



fiefs to hi* troop™,1 a prsetlo* followed by hi* *uoo«**or*.
Henceforth, military fiefe Increased to auoh an axtent that
civil flat* became, comparatively, of secondary Importanoa. Tha
military lata* developed at th* expense of th* existlng form*
of t«nur®* - namely, private estates, former Oallphal domains,
and estates of th* publlo treasury.2 Adud al-Dawla went even
further by assigning waof lands, aa fief* to the military.

Military fief* vere not hereditary, and were usually for
leas than [lifstlis*.% They conferred no right of ownership, be-
cause the pringq] reserved t?:* rirght to revoke the grant.Ai Their
revenue was meant to be the soldier'a salary* The grant was
usually accompanied by an agreement according to ehich the fief
holder aooeptad to pay a certain sum of money* or ita equivalent
in Jcind*, in cue or several instalments.* He vaa also expected
to heap up the irrigation works in Ms fief*? Jurisdiction with-
in hie fief remained* theoretically* in the hands of the oentral
authority

In practice®* military fief-holders paid hardly anything to
tha treasury A They excluded any interferenoe of tha central

-k, iR VE ey ket o . "de ii.

authorlty In thelr affair* and dealt Wlth th* 1nhab1tants of

31 Koll s"< 11, 97
2) Ibid. p.9 » XXX, pp.72-7* 1.A. vol.VXXX, pp.342-3

{J3) Abu dhu a, Ip

> A-tthuja, p 37, p.245* 3abl, p.466
<35 Kcllpae XI, p. 97»XXX* p.165

(6; Kollpa* XX pp.96-99

<7) Xbld IX, p.98

(8) Xbld. XX p.99
(9)  Xbld.XX, p.98



their fiefs as they liked.l They usually administered their
fiefs through their agents* Under *ulsz al-Dawia they kept no
accounts of their revenue# but they seem to hare done so under
fAdud al-isevla*2

Mules al~i>awle started the ruinous prsetioe of assigning
the management of each district to s leading military chief of
Dallamlte nationality» who regarded it as a prirate estate for
life* x It was not till the time of Adud ax-“awis that government
Jurisdiction was restored in these large fiefs ana the specific
dues from them exacted.*1

In earn instances strategical reasons accounted for the
grant of a military fief* 1In 377/967 Abu Humr Khaweehadhah#
a minister of sharsf »l-i>awla# waa feoed with the rebellion of
the Kurdish chief Badh* As he had little money to pay hie
troops# he granted iqta9a around Barren to the Arabs in the hope
that they would defend their homes against Badh* He thus created
a military colony on the northern frontier of the atate*”

The central authority newer acknowledged the de facto status
of the military flef~holders# and whenever possible# it Intervened

r*g

The else of seise m111tary fief will be discussed below in

i* l/[, o'y ev .

<]

to curb their powﬁg;

the chapter on "The standard of U.ving"*

) *oiipa* ii, p.9ft-9 and p.97
ib1 };[) 98 *TA Jip.47-50.
1b1d 1.

Ibid. 111, p 47 30

Abtt thuja *, p.144

A—ahuJa, p.163) pp.294-5) d.bl, p.468
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in. PnwifutiU 1

Private estates vara of diverse origins. Historically,
their primary source was the grants of lands (or iotala) by
the rulers to soma individuals or groups* which Howard! calls
lata* tcnllfr.2 Another aouroa of private estates ware the sales
of treasury domains (eswafi), and Celiphal estates, whenever
the Caliph was in financial straits.” Furthermore, revival of
dead lands and reclamation of swamps were encouraged by the go-
vernment. Xatakhri points out that the lands around Basra were
dead lands brought under cultivation in Islamic times.® In the
sw*unps region (Satiha) reclamation of dead lands was also pur-
sued* the reclaimed lands being called 'el-Jawamidl Such
lands, revived or reclaimed from swamps, were owned in full by
the individuals who drought them under cultivation. ®

O fficials and well-to-do oltisane acquired private estates”
because they were considered a comparatively secure source of
income. ' &han the property of Ibn el Jesses, the merchant, was

confiscated in 296/906, among the main items le ft to him were

(1) vSee Abu’Ubeida, p.61* 1iaydan II, pp.*}} ff.* Wellhauaen
pp.267-311

(2) Howard!, pp.166-7 vc)

<3; I.&uta, p.130

4y Sac Holiphcl iXKsaina*

3) -Eclipse 11, p.£&* tud., p.241* £»werdi, p. 173

16,/ let.*p.6o* 1.S., p.239

{Ji umzrdit p.173

éo Ibid., p.172
Eclipse I, p.25>4* 236-41* III, p.72* Tan.l, p.93
Tan-Fsral I, p.91



bis vast oatstea. ! A own who inhsritsd dinara bought
aatatas fOI; 10,0008 esire had vast private estates,* wh
often might have baan aoattarad ©war a number of dlstriots. 'All

b. 'Isa, for example* had prlvata sstatas la Olyar Sabfa, Mosul,
dawad, Dansous sad igypt.6

Bssldss paying tazas, landowners bad ona Important obliga-
tion. They bad to sbara the axpansas of repairing tbs canals
passing by thslr estates.”

The most important landowners wars tbs Oaliph and the high
officials®* To soa>a extant this situation was due to tbs praotloo
of Ills' on tbs part of small landowners. for lack of security,
sash owners often placed thalr lands under the protection of the ]
Caliph or a powerful official, by registering than In their aaaosl]
The practice dates baofc to Umayyad tins, as Qadana reports that
In the tin of Kajjaj, many landowners in the dewed placed thalr

leads under the proteation of frlnoe itsslaan b. 'Abd al-tfelik. ®

.................. —mmi m WwW.i = — -
91) Tan.l, p.17
2) 1bid., p.93
(3) Sabi, p.137i p*322i %t oict.V, p.278» for details
ass sections "Income In the chapter standard of living”.

)

) Sabi, p.321 and p 301

1 Sabi. p2571 Tabar1 Jp.2153
Sea Hayden, vol.XI, p.130
Khuwarlsnl, 11))62 IKhaldun, Frol., p.308

cjudama, p. 21 sn also I. Pakih, p.282, 281



With the 1lj,* the Xendowner undertook to pajr bla protector a
aharo of tho produce#*

Xstakhrl rafars to aoaa aatataa ig Vara which wara raglatarad
in tho namos of soma Influontlal
although tho original owners could still disposa of thorn so they
Ilkod«2 [Ibn lilakawalh reports that in 358/968 many landowners
in Irak mads thoir ostatos nalail* to Ihn Shlraad tho powerful
favourite of Slasam al-Dawla,

Thus I1jal was a device to avoid tho oxaotlona of tax ool-
lootora and governors, Boaidaaf tho nama of tho protootor might
have induood tho tan oollaotor to pass over so o dues entirely.**
but aa time wont on# tho protootor beoams tho virtual ownor#
whilo tho original ownor passod to tho atatua of a matayor
(muaarlv)#5

dona looo known olaaa of holdings was oallod Ixhar, Aa old
gloaaary in Sabi’s tost dofinoa ixhar aa a tax-free grant of

land by tho rulor to a person#* If so, was a rary

(1) Tanukhi rolatoa that a landownar complained to lianour that
tho fAnils maltreated him booauao of hia waaknoaa and offarad
tho Caliph 1 tho revenue of hia land i1f tho lattor roglstorod
it in hia nama* Tan VIII# p.76# Anothor from Ahwas offorod a
waslr of kansur 100#00J dirhams annually if tho waalr register-
od oortaln oatatoa in hia nama and saved him from tho oxaotlono
of tax collectors.[Jahahiyeri 118}*

I Ist,, p#156s . l«Hw» p.>03

(3) kol(lipao IX# p#257

laydan XI# p#130 o .

15; boo wud#, p.2Al1| Tha’alibi quotas a warning to small land-
ownara not to have artnarahlﬁa with Influontlal man# booauao
"when thoy ontor a Ytllago# thoy spoil it#+ Miaas, p#l68#
laydan auggoata that tho groat number of 1IiU11aJl’ iprotected
oatatoa oao”ollod tho government to establish a apodal dlwan
for thorn oallod "Diwan al-DiyaMdlatlnot from Diwon al-Kharal
I1# p«l3l

(6) Sabi# p#l2#noto 1 Lison al-’Arab VII# p#150 ropoats tho
same definition.
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privileged grant. Hamid b.al-'Abbas blamed Ibn sl-Furet for
pfitm no taxes on bis estates under the pretext that they ware
Inhere.1 oudama reports tbat Yaqtln received aouw estates In
Saved aa lahsr at the beginning of the Abbasld period.a Surely,
even at tbat early date* labor vae not a new Institution.

But the tana labor had also another connotation™ vis.
"Immunity". A fief-holder, or the head of a village agreed to
pay a definite annual ana of money to the central treasury on
condition that no 'amll entered thalr estates."* Practically,
this privilege amounted to the farming of taxes and guaranteed
the landowners against the exactions of unscrupulous tax-xol-

leetora.

iv. aaflC. ifgya

An Important section of lands figured under the heading of
woofs. The term weof usually referred to pious endowments, the
revenue of which was assigned to the holy pieces, to the fighters
for the faith, to the poor and needy, to orphans, or was aaed to
free slaves, to build mosuuas and fortresses, or for the general

purposes of common welfare.”

1) Sabi, p.91

2)  Qudama, pt241

,})  khuwariami. p.60» ideas VII, p.ISO* 1t seems that fcapdsn
confused the two meanings by suggesting that the labar bolder
pays a definite sum on receiving the grant.

14) Sabi. p.266} I1.A.VIII, p.182} Vekhrl, p.364t Hllel el-fia'y
pp.10-12.
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Waofa HP* either private or offioial. Tho private woofo
were founded by pious Nabors oftho Muslim ooamnnlty.l Before
his dooth (400/10009) tho Kaqlb Abu Ahmed al-Mueawl turned soas
of his possessions into s woof for tho poor.2 wuometimes s woof
wss Institutod for tho bonofit of tho relations) 1n fset it wss
oooselonelly meant to insure tho right of tho deooendonts in
perpetuity.*

The Initiator of the official woof was tho Caliph in his
ospselty of protootor of the Holy places and guardian of tho
frontiers. On tho advice of 'All b.'Isa Muktadir sot up s
waqf some lands around Baghdad with an annual revenue of 13,000
dinarrs and 1eicme estates in based with a yearly revenue of 80,000
dinars. > Uuktadlr's mother had converted vast ostatos into
wsflf. IB 319/931 the vsslr Xbn uuqla spent 20,000 dinars on
estates whleh he made a woof for the Tallbitas.

A person could set up as a wacf only the lands whioh he
owned.A K it, onoe s land“v-vas converted 1nto a warcf 1t cou:% not

be sold or confiscated.” when Muktafiir'e mother wanted to dis-

pose of SON waaf lands, the «adl Abu da'far b.al-Bahlul refused

'Arlb, p.131

Dhahabl folio 68a

Jfohls-Bukh., p.77) see Hilal ai1-Kafrpp.33-46)Ibn Talfsr p.lflb

Babl, p.266) Vekhrl. p.317« p.364

Sabi, p.2861 Ya«ut (l'1ot.)V, p.279)see 'Arlb, p.131
) kollpae Z, 5.243
)) 225
)

Ibid.I,
Of. SabE p.286) Pakhrl, p.364) 'Arlb, p.131
Hilal al“tia'y, p.95



to legalise her M tiox and tha *adi'e attitude mo approved by
Muktadir.1 Yst other rulers disregarded. this rule. In 320/932
siahlr authorised the sole of woofs.2 The moot doring measure
In this respect wss that of Adud el-I>awla who in 372/962 confis-
cated all the woef lands in the Sawed for the benefit of the
state and compensated the interested persons with pensions.5
This policy was not continued by his suooessors.l

Tho supervision and administration of private waafs ms
entrusted to tbs *edi who ms required to develop waaf properties
end to see that their revenue ms justly collected and properly
used.5 Theoretically the <*di ms also in charge of the offioial

waofs. but in preotioe they were administered by a special bureau

oallod Dimn al-fiirr.6

(1) Tan.I. pF 119-20
2 1d ipse I, p.245t 1. A VIII, p.182»Tan VIII, p.16
3 A - ahuJap 71

bhahabi, folio 66s
5) sabi, letters, p.1231 Mawardi, 67i Ten VIII, p.161
Tan I, pp.119- 20J J«his-bukh. g
(6) Sabi, Ip .2861 telipse Z, 1295 Yaqut uict.V, p.279. The
s.sdi still had the power 0 supervision, doe Tan.I, pPp.119-20]
8bi, letters, p.123



The government was full/ conscious of the direct connection
between agriculture end revenue. A* lend taxes were the Min
source of revenue, s flourishing agriculture aeent wore income*
end thus aid to farmers wee understood to be e productive invest-
ment.1 on the other hand9 the welfare of the cultivators wee
not always considered. * There was hardly a unifora agrarian
policyth singl"éhmeasures depended on the personxaiity of thue ruler
(i.e. the Caliph end later the Buwaihid prince) and on the advice
he received from his councillors.

On the eve of the 10th eentury (in 282/895) Mwtadid accom-
plished an important reform by advancing the time of the oolleo-
tion of kharaj from the (Persian) fiawrua, on April 11th to June
11th of each year end the new date became known as ai-ltewrus
al-gu’tadidi. kharej was usually collected at the ftawrus® hut
the latter occurred earlier as years passed®* till by the time of
the reform* taxes were levied when the corn was still green. This
practlo. "h.d don. . gr**f da.i of barm to the p.opla, .owthat
they war. comp.11.d to Inaor oast., .ad .ran to .algrot. from
th.ir houaa.t thoy bad war wnvlilat. and wrong, to recount. "*
(X% Tan.Viil, p.89

{2) Cf. Scllp 1, p.27
(3) Birunl vChronology) p.31
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Xhe rofona was to mko tho time of collection coincide with tho
ripening of tho eropei it was doooribod by Buhturl oo "s ano-
roblo bonofit to tho people*"”

riu'todid giw 1oaoh attontion to tho maintenance of tho
irrigation system in order. An important example was tho olear*
ing of tho course of tho Eujail oanal from deposits.2 Sabi re-
porta an intoroating caao ahoving hov cloaoly tho Caliph supor-
viaod tho diatribution of water. bom cultivators of tho Badurya
dlatriot complained to Mu’tadld that tho ownora of tho oatatoa
irrlgatod from tho Euphrates oonaplrod with tho government on*
glnoora to narrow tho gatoa of tho X/lalmas bridgo (at tho mouth
of tho Nahr'Xsa) ao aa to Ineroaao thoir aharo of tho water*

Tho Caliph aont tho vasir with acme othor onglnoora to investigate
tho oaao on tho spot. Tho oonmioaion oonoultod tho local land*
ownora* and aooldod to onlargo tho oontral goto of tho bridgo to
22 .11. (dhir.*).3

Mu"tadid waa willing to help poor cultivators financially
by advancing money to thorn* for tho eeouisition of oxen and
seeds.

Of MuktsdIr's wasira "All b."Isa waa moat concerned with tho
welfare of tho oultlvatora®* Ho wroto to tho governors to us#
Juatioc and kindness towards tho oultlvatora® provided thoy paid
1l)  birunl (Chronology)* p.33* Tab*XXI* p.2143
(2) Tab*XIX* p*2133

3 Sabi* .256-7
(3) Tan*VI%p* p. 66



the taxes”‘1 he "bade them use their best efforts to eeeure the
prosperity of their provincea." 2

To fAli b. *lee the maintenance of the irrigation system me
e fundamental factor in the prosperity of the country®* When (in
334 A.H.) Mu’iss al-JDawia consulted hia ee to the eeuses of the
country’s impoverishment, *Ali said: "the first thing for the
prince to consider is the repair c_)fthe breachea, for tPey are

at™ M
the root of evil, end the ruin of the davad."” fie advanced

seeds to poor oultivetore end then recovered the amount in the
harvest tiros.”

During the period of the Amir el-Umera's (324-334/935-45)
the eensls were neglected and the oountry was ravaged by the
struggling amirs and lawless soldiery. During the contest between
fiajkam, and Xbn ho'iq, the latter made in $26/937 a breach in
the bank of the fiahr Dlyela, so that much cultivation was de-
stroyed and the functioning of the Kahrawan canal was affected.”

In 329/940 the kufail and Buq canals burst their banks andthus

9999

(1) dee 4A1i% circulars and letters in bebl, pp.334-61 Kollpee
[# p.27*% On assuiaing office in 301/913 he sent a circular to
the governors, saying! *I will have no laxity nor tempering
with any of the rights of the eomander of the faithful, nor
will leave a single airham of his money unaccounted, nor will
[ put up with any negligence of the Interests of the govern-
xaenti and you shall not be more anxious to earn merit in such
matters than to deal Justly and equitabl%l with your subjects
and remove from them unfair burdens small or great. For I
shall hold you answerable for the honest administration of the
Sultan's revenue and the proper guarding of his property.e
delipse XV, pp.30-1

(2) kolipee +1, p.27

(3) Ibid. IX, p.106. note

14) debit p.332

15) lull, p.108
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tht tSedurjm ciistrict lay ruinsd for ovsr ten yssrs. In
330/941 s breech opened In the hahreeen caneli in Soli's
words this misfortune "ruined the world# impoverished the
people end ceased e rlee in prices# the results of which ere
still felt in our tins,"2 1.e. 334 A.l. /n 333/944 the Rehr
#ee broxe through®* the Amir al-Umars9 Tusun proved helpless to
repair 1t.3 Finally is 334 *e«. a breach opened in the Khalit
canals® The Caliph euooeeded in repairing only the derat canal
in 327/936*5 Thie black period closed with the Buwalhld inva-
sion in 334/945*

ilien he conquered Irak# i1&'iss al-Dawla (334-56/945-66)
examined the causes of the agricultural crisis! end having
found that prosperity could not return before the breaches were
repaired# declared® "1 have vowed on ootalng to this country that
that would be the first thing to do# even if 1 have to spend all
my treasury on the project# He kept his word and in 334 A«
several breaches in the Hahr £uf*il, in the Kubaniyya canal in
Badurya and in the hahrawan canals were repaired.” Mudias al-
Pawla also cleared the mouth louhawwll) of the Bahr khalas#é6
1) Eclipse II# p#"
é 3 Hull# p#106» and p«225
(3) Hull, P*276
5) 113{31111 sgp}{llﬁé _gﬁ%# note 1
§6) Eclipse II# p«106# note

7% Ibid## p#lef and p#lel# note 1
Ibid## p#161 note
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"Both tho Hthminai and Bsdurys (districts) had boon oat of
eultivstion®  »>han hs(i«s* Mu'iss) had rapaired the broaches*
Baghdad baoama prosperous®* fins bread Being aold at 20 ratla a

dirham*"

Mu'iss sl-Jjswlo also triad to revive the ravaged eetatea
In tha dewad and comaiealonsd In 334\ Aikbu'l KaraJ b.Abl HIsham
with the execution of thlt plan.2 Meanwhile he considered the
question of the date of Kharal collection* in 331/762 his waslr
Muhallabl transferred ths Kharal year 3  to 331* to suit tha
harvest. &

Mu'las al-Eswla's solicitude for Irrigation was counter-
balanced by his dssastrous land policy, to which he was forced
by ths problem of the maintenance of his forces and the bank-
ruptcy of ths treasury. Ibn xlskawaih gives a valuable and de-
tailed account of his asaeursa with regard to land. In 334 A.H.
“he assigned to his officers, his household ana his Turks as
fiefs tbs estates of ths dulten, ths estates of the persons who
had gone into hiding...and ths rights of the treasury on ths

L
estates of tha civilians. * sis also "allocated most of ths

districts of ths uawad in flsfs while they ware out of cultivations'

Ibid
3 Ibid. X1, p.189. According to Sabi (Abu Ishaq) ths method
followed by huhallabi was to oount 33 lunar years as 32 solar
years. 3*s th* decree In Sabi's letters X, pp.209-16.
(4) 1bid.XI, p.96. Tha rights of th* treasury refer to th* tax**

and dues

1 Xclips* XX, p.165
§2) .pXX, p.s}g



Through mediation and bribe* to waalra, fiefs were asalgned at
variable ratea. "As the eoldlere were only Intereated In their
peraanal gain* they returned the fiefs uhloh were not profitable.*
The evil lnoreseed till It became the practice for the ecoldlere
to ruin their fief* and taka others of their own selection la ex-
change... The fiefs whioh were given back were bestowed on per-
sons whose sole aim it was to appropriate all that they found
there* and render an aocount only of part. They would take no
step to put them into cultivation.* Furthermore "the assignees
did not more than put thalr lands under the control of their
slaves and waklls (bailiffs) who devised no improvement nor ma-
thods of increasing th* produo*."

As a result of this policy "the officers of Irrigation de-
parted beeause th* territory was no longer in the hands of th*
Bultan®* and th* business connected therewith was confined to tbs
drawing up of eatlnates of what wss required for irrigation® whioh
wss then portioned to the assignees who however nsgleoted the pay-
ment of their dues.*2 Consequently* "the canals went to ruin*the
Irrigation works tmssallh) got out of order* misfortune fail on
th* oaltlvstors*” some of whom "war* content to surrender their
lands to the assignee in order to esoap®* Injury from then and an-
tiary the.. Thus* cultivation was at a standstill.

On th* other hand, th* lands whioh war* net Included In fiefs*

were assigned to farmers* both military and civil. These farmers

ibld.V. p.102

glg &clips™ V* pp.101-2
2
)3) Ibld.V, pp.101-21 see X*A. VIII* pp.342-3



traded official intervention®* the government made no inquiry
into the maltreatment of tha subject population# or whether there
were precautions against putting land out of cultivation®* * Thus
all orar tha Sawad# tha development of cultivation vaa neglected
and the oultlrator vaa abandoned to the rapacious tax-farmers

or fief holders*

To sum up, &u’lss al-Dewla desired tha improvement of the
irrigation system# and tha revival of negleoted lands* On tha
other hand this policy vaa intended to create military cantonments
by attaching Buwaihid soldiers to tha soil* The result waa ruin
to tha irrigation system and tha agriculture# because of tha
failure of the central authority to oontrol tha army* The central
authority could not assart itself till 569/979 by tha advent of
udsisaviat L . A% < SRR PRV (VAR S

Before dealing with this prince's policy va have to consider
the Hamdanid policy in tha Jasire.

In the period between 517-66/927-78 the Hamdanid followed
in tha Jaslra and especially in Mosul# hisibln and Baled a policy
intended to mobilise all the material resources of the country
for the benefit or the ruler®, This tendency may have been dic-
tated by the geographical position of the Headenida# enseonsed

aa they were between the Bysentlnes in the north-west and the un-

friendly governnmnt of Baghdad in the south-east*

(1) Eclipse V. pp*103-4



52

Neeir sl-Dewlafe agrarian policy waa twofold* firat ha atrora
to be "the owner aa wall aa lord of the region.Ha waa harsh
and exacting with cultivators® and brought "fictitious claims
againat than ao aa to compel thaw to sell** ha would than pur-
chase their landa at wary low prioee. Sana landownera triad to
escape hia oppression by emigrating; but ha oonfiaoated thalr
landa. Consequently®™ by 367/977* the landa of ciosul and moat
of lIta dependenolea ware owned by tha Harndanlde*2

Saoondly* Haalr took atapa to gat tha utmost profit out of
hia landa* by introducing more rentable oropa. Instead of fruit
gardana* ha cultlY ated cotton™ rlea* sesame and wheat.® where
ha left tha original cultivators on tha land* ha took to himself
practically throe fifthe of tha produce. Thie polloy waa follow*
ad by Haalr aucoaaaora* and according to Ibn Hawkal** brought
tha famara to tha brink of ruin.

Conaequently* in tha perlode of 334~36V945~76* the in-
toreate of the cultivators ware ignored; tha atata waa absorbed

in aatlafying Ita financial needa* no matter by what means. Dame

and oanala were neglected; floods and the drying up of aom
clipse IX* p.384
-E:’; p%j%* p.143, p.220; bull p.131* Kclipae XX* p.3%4
-h.* p.
H.*

15
3
H.* p.142

4

gj) bull says that (in 327/936) tha landa around »iosul became
prosperous because of tha >good care of Xbn Hamdan* that were
they transferred to others®* they would be ruined* p. 131

(6) Sea Eclipse XX* p.406; Dhel.folio 18b; A-ohiya* pp.68*9.

el



otm l1 brought about tho ruin of ooreo ports of tho Sowod.

In 367/977 ’Adud al-Imwlo established himself In 'Irak.

In the subsequent period (367-72/977-82) the government die*
played not only good will, but eleo such quellties ee were un-
known since the time of Mu'iss al-lnwia. It restored its au*
thorlty in the country®* it had a better underatending of the
oountry's needs, and the experience neoeaaery to make lta
reforms practical,

Adud al-1>ewla started hia agricultural reconstruction in
369/979* Hia chief alma were to put the irrigation system in
order and to throve the system of taxation® In Baghdad many
canals that irrigated the town and lta countryside - like M flea,
h*a4-Dalaj, tt.UaelJld al~Anbariyyin, ft*sl~tpallayln, *UTebiq, Mal-
bassasin - had got silted upi and Adud had them clearegd again**
Of special importance waa the repair of a breach la the Mahrawan
canal near Baghdad, called the Bahllyya Breech.-* lie also
restored the canals that fell into ruin in the uswad area and re*
built many sluices and weirs* Clay, lime, and cement were\myided
and the Inhabitants ware pressed to repair and maintain the exist-
ing works*  Watchmen were posted to guard them by day and night.”
dee esp* iclipse 11, pp*405*6* X*a*VIII, p. 510

Bellpee 11, p.406| 1i/hah. folio 16b

A*6hudsf p*69 ’
Eclipse XI, pp*406*71 I1.A.VIII, p*518 A~3huja, p.69

A~
AN RN
[NV



34

finally. he enlarged th* Mater Beyen, whioh Joined the Blind
Tigris and the i-ujail of Ahwes. 1

A regular system of taxation waa put into foroei and tbe
oonrae—w ent of ttea collection of tha Kharal] waa delayed to
ooinoida with the ripening of ttea orops.2 Adud al-Dawla enooureg-
ed cultivators to submit their grievances and sat right thalr
olalms even against military fief holders.”

This period of paaoe and comparative prosperity wea short

lived. Xmuedlately after Adud al-Dewla'e death, struggles broke

oat and want among tha princess of tha family* no oaa had
eith‘er tima or capacity to carry on tha affiolant policy of thalr
rgreat p-redaoaasor. Yaqut repor‘;s tbat in 385/999 Fakhr al-dulk
repaired a breach in the Mahrawan.® In 395/Z004 Abu'l - 'Abbea
b.'.sail dug a canal between Basra and Ahwas, parallel to the
bayan canal. > For tha rest* only portanta of daaolation and
i£$>ovarishornnt appear In tha aouroaai and tha laat tan yaara
of tha 4th cantury witnaaaad two devastating floods.”

Wo nay now sum uve tha general results of our survey. Through*

out tha cantury tha efficientrulers and farsighted ministers

I MW | 1

U; Dhababt folio 60s refers to it as al-Nahr aZ-Adudl.Uaqdiel
believes that Adud el-Dawla himself out this oenal, 9.419;
see also J.R.A.3. 11895), p.307 and pp.306-9.

(12 Sollpae ZZ, p.407

3 ibid, 1 A-ahulJe* pp.47-90

us) Yaqut, Diet. Z, p.239

Vg Dhahebl, folio 1gOa»x—A.zx, p.130

(6) Bee tiabi, p.444t XA, XX p.159



triad to keep tha irrigated ejratom in ordar. Tha/ endeavoured
to help poor cultivators to/ advances in cash or in kind. The/
triad to sat up tha system 'owfwtaxatlon on a more equitable basis,
and quits particularly insisted on tha oolleotion being postponed
till tha harvest time. During tha Buvalhid period, efficient
rulers did thalr bast to protect tha oultlvators from tha ruth-
less soldier/.

Doan to tha advent of tha Buvaihids, ths prevalent t/pa of
land tenure was personal estates and not Iqta't and tbs daetinant

t/pa of lata' was tha civil 1 a t a After the Buvalhid Invaalon,

tha system of lata' was militarised! and military fiefs evamped

tha existing forms of tenure.

I[ITI. The Agricultural System

Village Ufa was little affected by tha progress noticeable
in towns.l There was no change in the composition of the peasantry
and in tha agricultural methods. Tha natives of the Savada were
mainly Babateana who booama muellms, and spoke broken Arable, but
stuck tom’thfl}r pijel X.sl/a(}e. tr.adlt’éoynsf ?/ .dgme ybifl?ul{/l Arabs settled

among tnawi thug becoming 3ewa<Usp* bat tbe peeeente of the Saved

continued to be ealled Nabatoane.”

(1) JCaydan II. p.179
{») TanVIII plOO) tfeq., p.106

li 160 1
54313 ]%(%ldp XX, pp %09-16 note



nh«n tho Arab* oonquarad Irak* thoy laft tha organisation
of villas.a unehangad. Kaoh villsg. usually had a maotor oallod
dlhkans and tha inhabitants wornad for him. Oradually, new
Arab lords appeared basida tha dlhfcana. ahoaa position was

raduosd to that of tax-’OOUectore.1 As a faa for this woric, tha

AT f «*./

dlhkaaa loviad on cultivators a spoolal surtax (oallod Haldc al-
Dahkane) which occasionally lad to much sbusa.

In tha 10th oentury, tha Alhkana played tha roia of notables,
and wars usually consulted on problems concerning irrigation on
lands. Tha paasanta wars called akara, or fallahin.

With a few exceptions, landlords lived in towns and vara
raprasantad in villages by agents** *«ndiorde vara eoraatimes ex-

pected to sttrset peasants to their land and to supply them with

7

seeds and subventions. Thera is* unfortunately, no information
available on the share of tha paasanta in tha produoce.® tte shall

say more on thalr situation in tha third chapter.

1) Khatib (Cairo ad.) 1, pp.12-3

2) Tan. P.I« p.33

3] fceyden 11, pp.182~3% babi, pp.236~78 Ya’qubl, p.275
M Sabi, pp.2$6-7

5} Tan.2, p.Ai fi.A.A.Il, pp.290-1

'6a fcabi, p.216$ Dhah. Folio 1* (year 362 A.H.)

73 Cf. *lgqaahandi XIII, p. 123 ff. § p.139 ff.

According to Oabl, Ibn al»yurat wrote to his agent on an
estates "Increase the cro f hugesame because 1t la for us
more than for tha peasantﬂip Ee .operate with winter crops
because it is for us and the peasanr equally! and lessen the
summer crop because it is more for the peasants benefit than
to ours." p.216.
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* %

» *e methoda of cultHratlOR..

The ayatem of rotation vaa la vogue* ona half of the land
vaa cultivated and tha othar vaa laft fallow.* Tha land vaa
ploughad with primitive ploughs, pulled hr oxen.2 NOzan ara
indiapanaabla for tha peasant” vrota “isnashqi.” Peasants vorkad
with shovels and spades, and uaad aioklaa for reaping'™*

Manure played an important part in agriculture.” Jahis aa*
elareds ”#o kind of vegetables and greens grows wall without
dung and fertilisers."* In hia manual on husbandry, Ibn ahehiyye
suggests that tha baat method for manuring treea vaa to put tha

7
manure near thair roots and than to water them. Aahaa, human
offal, aa wall aa aovaf and aheepfa dung ware in uaai tha
latter vaa aold by tha hamper.”®

According to Ibn Wahahlyya, palm treea ware planted either
from offeata or from atoneas tha eeeeon from sarch to June being
tha moat favourable.”~* Impregnation vaa applied to them by spe-
cialized farmers.Fruit treea ware cultivated from aaada or
shoots, and to quicken thalr growth, Ilbn wahshlyya augmented
&1 uevardi 167
2) Jahlx, bale 11 p.28*% [-Khwan al~3afa I, p.217
{,? Dlmaahqé _
~4) Tha'ahibls hass p. 118* Yaqut, Diet.I, p.85* Ikhwan al-

Oafa I, ﬁ217 -
15) Ibn wahahi yys, f0110 72b
36 Jahiz: Dals 11 tp . .

Ibn tfahahlyya, folio 5a*Yaqut V,p.306confirms him.

(8; Yaqut, Dlot.V, p.306* IbnWahshlyya folios 9aoff; 60 a-b.

(9) I. Wahshiyya, folio JiSh.
(10) 1Ibid., folios 47b - 48a.



dipping th* seeds or the ends of the shoots in oil**"

As tn example of advanced methods in artificial growing,
we can quote ?he%hiblfs story of 2issir si-Dawla's daughter who
went (in 364/976) on pilgrimage end took with her, on esmsXe,
pottery vases in which vegetables were grown.2

feasants had no means to combat locusts and diseases,
threatening their crops® Locusts were the major plague. The/
did much damage to crops in 311, 346,346, 351, 39347
and 401 A.H® The farmer were in a helpless state and only in
409/1016, we hear that the/ "drove locusts sway from the crops
with drums and horns. o We can not say whether they tried the
other, more practical method, tried out in Spain, of killing the
locuste before they could fly. 10

worms were not so dangerous. In 334 AM. they threatened
the gardens and plantations, but s special kind of bird destroyed
them and saved the crops* H Though Ibn Wahshlyya suggests oer-
tain remedies for tree diseases, it is doubtful whether any were
effectively used.

) 1. bahshiyya, folio 5b

) ?ha*ahibi-i*taif, p.53
[.LA. VIII, p.106
B-Heb. p.165

§ ICA.VTIII, pp.393-4
B~Heb., p. 167

f Ibid., p. 163

Ibid* | p. 165
Ibid.. p. 165

? 9Arib b.Said (Doay), 11).41
[—Jswsi XII, folio 2I1b.



Instead of eoarecrowa children war* usually employed to

keep birds assy from tho fields.1

R
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0. aa.tj>04" or ..irrigation
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Th# government supervised the distribution of water and Wit
pr1m arily respyor/131blewf8r "[h‘s constl;u::ﬁ(;lrrl 3end riiéll);tenancel of o
osnslsp weirs* sluices end dsns* To this effect it employed s
large number of engineers#

Cultivations were irrigated either directly or by machines*
The water-oiacbines which ware widely used were the Dallya, the
ifa'ura and the Dulab* The Dsiirs wss s water-wheel turned by an
ox or a eows the Ms'ure wss a water-wheel turned by a riveri*
and the Xjplab was a more complicafc_ed vyater—whe‘e_li drawn by a
boras sr an ox.” _

Ha'urea were used in tbs Nahrawan area,” and In Weetern
Baghdad.6 Dulabs war# found In Westarn Baghdad to Irrigate gar-
dens,” and In tha arca between Baghdad and Aabar where some were

drawn by camel*.® The plantations of Harran were Irrigated from

walls,r probably by burrugs whlob were alopla draw-wella.

(1) Os ooeje, Memoirs, p.29

(2% 3ae Sabi, pp.256-7

13) Oans, Plot. B.I, pt.3, p.904

{k) Ibid. J02. dee elso Nuwalrl 1, p.268 and p.289»
Khawarfslml pp 70-1

5 . kuata,

E6g . Jawsl Ii“dbls .204

v7/ : Wawal 1anaq1b p.27» Tha'ahlbl, Tatlua XX p.12

v8) Tan VIII, p.139
19) Msq., p.141
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natural Irrigation vaa tho dominant typo in many parta of
Mesopotamia. *Adud al-Dawla opanad email canals from tha Khalia
eanal to vatar hia gardens in Eastern Baghdad*l On tha mouths
of many canals in tha Uawad# weirs vara built in order to raise
tha level of water in tha email sub-canals so aa to facilitate
direct irrigation, such velrs were usually built of plaster#
tar and brlefcs.

In tha Betlha region (tha svampa)# the -ater vaa shallow
and convenient for rice cultivation.3 items of mad and reads vara
built to reclaim new landa# or to atop the rising vatar from
drowning its fields.

The Basra region had a unique system of irrigation. Its net
of canals received the tidal vatar from the oea twice in 2k hours#
and automatically irrigated the gardens and fields around.a

Irrigation from springs vaa practised in the Jezire. its'a
e - fAln had 360 springs of sweet water to irrigate its gardens.*
The fields and gardens of ftlelbin received water from a, spring
situated in the neighbouring hills.7

Sain vaa very lnportant in the agriculture of the desires

it. aaaeon ... b«t»usn Cotober and A pril. ) According to J.tiis,
U Khatib, p. 59

(2% Kollpa I;(X, p .407

v3) *aq.. p 119

4) Sclipa. 11. p.297

5 Maq. p 125) let., p.81

6 kaq >p. 140

7 st .72-3

(8) XA X °p 262



extensive fields on the plateaus (bsrsri) end mountain slopes
were dependent on sain* end produced abundant crops. 1 lt1e1bln
* FExxane eat mh

had vast fields* watered by re1n2. Ra1n was so 1mp0rtant tbat

its delay in 523/940 sad 377/967 resulted both times in s

scalrcity.3

! TV V" ATy > =1~ B it SR VO LV S t Nt v == T emie<" I

a- s*tont of th. Cultlvsfd. AW »

In tho south™ agriculture w.s confined to th« er.es stretch-
ing .long th* rlvsrs sna canals* .ad la ths north* to ««t.r
courses or plaoss where rein was surfiolent. 1t. intensity
defended on th. sbundsnos of water and th. facilities for using
it. Therefore, the areas most intensely cultivated were those
around Bears, and those between the Tigris* end the Euphrates
south of BaghdadiL cultivation decreased as one approached the
desert.”

In the south, the palm groves of Basra extended from fAbdsei
to ’Abbadaa* for a distance over 50 farsakhso™ The gardens of
the four farsaich long Ubulla canal were so extensive and beautiful
that the region wﬂra considered as one of the four earthly paradise7s(.)
The ils'qil osnsl too hsd extensive gardens ana fields on Its hanks.

However, the fertile sono around Basra was narrow®* for in the west .

(1) Jahls-Iisla'll, p.17

2 let Vp{) .72-3

3 I[r* p.262| 1IX, p.39

(4 lst** 80,p.85} I1.H.* p.243
15) 1st*, p.82} L.H*. p.239

If) 1st. % dl} [.H.>p.236

17) M«4.* p 53} lst., p.VI} N-Kh., p.235. 243
V8 I.H., p.23
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the desert nearly reached the end of the tJbulla canal.
ma'* - A o'e v. ' ¢ \ -

horth of the Basra region* vaa the Batihs region, where
cultivation waa limited to very shallow or dry spots in the mar-
shes# The abundance of water and the hot climate made it an ideal

2
place for rice cultivation# dome of the plantations of the
Batiha region bordered on the countryside of Waslt* which had
vide groves of date-palms* countless orchards and extensive
3

fields# Ibn Jubalr relates that the eastern bank of the Euphrates

near &ufa waa densely covered with groves#*’ Vieat of the Suphratee«

plantations and palm groves extended down to hire and Qedlaiyya*
N

on the edge of the desert# a

According to istakhrl the lands between Baghdad in the north*
eKufa in the south* the Tigris in the east* and the Euphrates in
the west were so thickly cultivated that it wasdifficult to
distinguish between the separate plantations#” Here stood pros-
perous towns and villages* of which <**sr b#Hubslra vaa the moat
important.7

In the countryside of Baghdad* Badurya waa the moat important
and beat cultivated diatrlot# Hera special estates were assigned

a
to distinguished generals) wasirs and prlnoes. It had the aoablnsc

1; N.-Kh., 235

2) Mag., p R luhaan sl-baTs 11, p.137
V. Ma? lst., p.82
gfc ubalr p*212 3

5) let., p.82} I[.H., p.239
v/ 1st., p. 85% I.H., p.2"3

73 Z.H., 1% ‘

8 Ten.VIII, pp.16-17) Sabi, p.76.
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advantages of fertility, good irrigation and nearnaaa of tha
capital, eeat of Badurya, along tha Euphrates# la/ al*Anbar,
vhoaa nama meaning M granary” vaa suggestive of lta fertility,
although Ita agriculture declined in tha 10th cantury.l To tha
aaat of tha I hahrawan, on tha vay to £eskara, cultivation da*
creased. Beyond Daskare, down to tha liuiwan, tha land vaa daaolata
but Hulvan itaalf vaa surrounded by orchards* 2

There vaa a green bait, a fav miles vide, along the easterM
bank of tha Tigris, between Tikrit in tha north, and tacit in
tha south®* hast of it extended gracing grounds®* The area be*
tween Tikrit and Anbar vaa daaolata, vith tha exception of tha
river banka.*5

In vuasira, agriculture prospered on tha two rivers and their
tributaries® The region of khabur vaa intensely cultivated, both
around tha town ana along tha banka of its na *>saxe river.” Tha

*m l

orchards and fields of ka's ai-'ain spread over an area soma

twenty farsakhs long.” Nearly all towns in the Jasire vara but*
c
rounded by large plantations*®

Naturally, agriculture directly depenued on political
stability, and Ibn Hawkal laments tha ruin of soma areas in tha
fiaxirs, especially near the Bysantlne frontier, owing to con-

tinuous wars and frontiers raids.”

Magq., p. 123
lot., p.8*>! Mag#, p.122} X.H., pp.246*7

4 Maq., p. 1411 1st., p.74

3 [.E., p.2221 Magq., p.140

(6 Maq.,p.1391p.141} I1.H., p.223
17) 1.H., p.230, p.223

1) L.H.. p.227
.
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wheat* barley, dates®™ and rice were the moat important
agricultural products of the country. Other cinde of cereals
and fruits vere produced, but they held a secondary position in
agricultural products.

Throughout Mesopotamia* the Basra region was the greatest
centre of palm tree cultivation! and produced varieties of dates,
that had no equal anywhere else. To Ibn Wahshlyya's remars con-
cerning the innumerable hinds of dates in Ira*,1 Jahls adds that
his native town Basra was responsible for three hundred of them,9
Palm trees were cultivated in the iawad and extended westwards as
far as wadislyya*® and westwards up to Anber and Hit.2* The fresh
dates of Ira* had a great celebrity.® In the Jaslra* there were
no palm groves except in the neighbourhood of SirJar.w

Wheat and barley were widely cultivated all over Mesopotamia,
From Ibn &hundadhbih and Oedema's lists®* it seems that wheat and
barley were cultivated in every district in the Sawed,exoept the *

Batlha, and that the AharalJ of the Saved was paid mainly in wheat

i1) I, wahshlyye# folio 43a

2) IL,F.* p.253

31 1st,* p,631 1*H,, p.240

4) 1Ist,, p.73

(5) Buwalrl 1, pp,i6?-711 Tha'ahibi-lat* p.132* llaq,* p.118



and baplay.1 wuduma states that 177%200 ﬂ(urrfz of wheat* and
99*722 Kurr of barley vara paid by the cultivators In tha Saved*
by way of KharaJ.** Tha district of Jaeit wee u jreat centra for
barley.*1 In tha Jaslra espec1a11y around Mosul tha cultrvatron
of vhaat and barlay was axtanalva too 5 It vaa tha granary of
Irak, and aspaolaily of Baghdad In timea of need. ®

In 322/934 tha farmer of taxes of tha iaalt district promised
to pay 10*000 kurr of rice as part of the government due,” Tanutttl
refaro to rice fields In tha lowlands and marshes near Kufa* on
the lower canals of tha Kuphretee auoh as tha Sura* tha Oraat
oarat tha Eli and even In the region of Jabbul on the Tigris.
Ha estlmateu tha government's share of the rice produced around
Salbaln* wussln* and Jabbul at about 3*000 kurrs. ’ Elea was also
eultlvated In tha Batlhs region*” but It does not seem to have
bean a staple produce of any place in tha Jaslra.

In MXbn Khun&adhblh's H at", tha following districts in tha
Sawad paid a part] of this kharaJ In rlcet~

(1) star and barblama. 1... tha land ‘to tha south and south-

vast of the Kutha eaaal.

(2) Furat Badakla (T)

(3) Niatar ' .~
u z« Ahupdadhblh, 8-14 uA. , 237-9
\,%) @urrr Uuaddalpl-3 apprz)x q330 k]r)ograms
¥ "

39
holtpas Ip 294
«aq.. p.l145» I1.H., p.216
«oq., p.136
Kolipss 1. p.294
Tan.VIII, p. 67
Uaq., p.1191 Ikh-Safa Vol.Il, p.137.

—_

NS
\O oo



66

(V) Kaaker* extending tut of the Tigris from tbs prosent
Kut el-,onere, to its Juncture with tbs Euphrates. The tana la
sometimes used as an equivalent of Maisan.

keferenees to the cultivation of other cereals are scanty.
Seesaw grew in Mesopotamia, and xaqdlsi refers to Tlkrlt as the
hou» of i1ts cultivation.2 The faot that In 322 A.a., a fanner of
taxes of Wasit promised to pay 400 kurr of sesame annuolljr also
Indloatss that sesame was cultivated in the sawad. uillet*
lentils* and maise ware also grown.

Fruit trees were found everywhere. Assng the fruit grapes
held a prominent position. 'Umar 1 found it necessary to specify
the amount of Aharaj levied on vines* owing to their abundance**
There vere different klnus of them:* the "rasiqlta” grapes were
introduced by the Arabs from T a'if. Certain fttaous kinds were
associated with particular localities® such as 'Ukburs* air al-

'Akul* Ka'latheya* SarulJ, Hulwen,® and baghdad.®

XKhurdlazd3hb1h pp. 6-14
Scl se X* p.294 _ _ _
1h3u8rdsdh ih* p.14» Jahis-Kala'il, p.iy» Ikhwan al-Safa
p-

Mawardl* p.166
16 1.f. *p.123
(7) Mss. p.432
<6; aaq., pp.122, 123* 123t I.H.* p.230
(9) Nuwair X* p.371) Tha'ehibi-lat, p.133.



The orange and lemon trees appeared in Mesopotamia only in
the 10th century* According to itesudl®* they vere brought some
time after 300/912* from India to Oman* and thence imported to
Basra and Irak*” wahir loved orange trees and had them planted
in his palace garden, 2 Basra was famous for its good oranges
and citrons* yet it eeema that lemons* and oranges vere still
rare in the 10th century.”

The pomegranates of &Injar were muoh appreciated”‘/a{t reaches
vere cultivated in Beers”‘6 Bahba ana binjar vere famous for
their olives* ! An excellent kind of quince vaa produced in
kahba”‘6 The figs of Hulvan vere proverbial*% Melons and water-
melons vere favourite fruitsf the fruit market vaa sl;*g?ly known
as the “awloa-»houseN* irunes®* apricots®* almonds* pistachio*
sumach* chestnuts* also grew in Mesopotamia*”

Cotton was an 1mp0rtant product especially in the Khabur
reglon ) *AreDon exported cotton to .Xosgiwend other parts of Mesopc
taiala. 2 Other Important centres of ootton oultlTstlon were

ﬁl; Hss'udl II, p.436
2) Ibid.VIII, p.366

3)  «e«.» 145) Muwsirl 1, p.371» Tha'shlbl-rstiras II, pp.130-1
4 Me., pp 434-3

3 I.H. gp .220-1] Tbs'sblbl-Istsf, p.133

6 Jshls-Bukh. p 01 [ .<!<)e

E73 MSq., p. 141} ., p.220-1

8) Ma., p.143

%9 Ibid. p.1231 Huwelrn I, p. 371;Th* *hlbi-1st. p.133

0) Hellp §* ITI, p.31) Jshls-Oslsll, p.23) Mss, p.433

11 Dthwen -el-dafa II, pp.140-1) I.H. P 227)pp 230-1.

12) 1st., p.64) 1.H., p.222*
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ttajdal* Km's al-"Ain1 and Harran In Jaslira* and Basra In tha
dawad.2 Thus cotton was cultivated in ‘lrak and in Jasira.

ougar-cane grew around Basra and in Binjar,-* and possibly

L

in tha Batlha. According to Tha'alibi sugar-cane was plentiful

id 1lrak. ~
Ms alathaya exported hemp. Uicerne (qath) was grown

especially in godislyya* being used to feed the camels sad the

mounts of pilgrims.

Among the vegetables and greens grown in Mesopotamia we

A

hear of marrows* cucumber* French beans* peas*Q carrots*
aubergine* cauliflower* turnips*!® and radishes. ?

Finally different ki*"ds of flowers like narcissus* jasmines”™

12

sweet basil and violets were cultivated.

lst.* p.74
dsq.* p.118* p.141
Mawardl* p.168» Tha'alibi-yat II* pp.lJKML* Baihsqi* p.6231
Magq.* r1>.145
\k) Bee l-ivhwan-Bafa* vor.nn* p.137
Tha'alibilat.* p.107
I.H., p.240
v7l Jahis-Dala'il. p.23
18} 1. Jawal* Tslbis* p.221| The(alibi-yet IX* p.140
,9) Jahis-Dal. * p. 19
) Okhwan-aafa TI1# p. 138
Jahia-Buk. * p. 241
Abul-Qasim™® p. 89* Ya'qubi* p.264* itawairi.I* p.371.



IHMJTHY

"OM pili«
P .*,_ V,-,> C el ; y .VH._ g
[ISSSM.
) Catagorlea of XAtourori
1) Pw Labourer* - la town®; on land.
I[T) Slaves -
1) Methods of aogulring slaves
2) Fields of servile labour! domestic occupation”‘}J

bodyguard* and soldiere* on land. The position

of tha arms.
b) Labour Uovetients
1) tha causesx tha rlsa of a capitalist class;
concentration of labour; tha nav propaganda,

1t) Karly i&anifastations of a labour novenent in tha

9th century,
1ll1) Labour movement in tha loth oantury
1) tha significance of tha £anj rebellion

(869-83 A0#)

2) Tha .;ar®atium movement! tha olassas appealed ta

the principles praaohad; Hamden's practical

oo&xnunism} tha and of tha movement in Irak.



c) labour Organisations!

1)
11}
111)

IT)

70

3)khna al-uafth aad their propaganda.
4) Conclu?ior}. - - |
*Ksprlt du corps™ among labourers
Corporate life of oraftsman
Hierarchical organisation of craftsmen* the first
signs) the "ftjryara and ahuttars. their organisat
as pioneers of the futuvwa movement

O fficial attitude to craftsmen*

n. aMiftlisa®jaflJaiwdfattoi

a) Xkhwan al-uefa* s elassifloations of oraftsmsm

1}
11}
i11)

IT)

Order of usefulness
Kind of material used
Value of their produets

Types of instruments used

b) Industries

1)
11)
ill)
IT)
r)
Vi)
vil)
Till)
1X)

X)

leaving: textiles) earpetsi the tlrasi tents;
Dying

Pottery! unglased and glased pottery

Glass

Ooldsmithery

Metal series
Carpentry

Soap, oils and scents
Tanning and leather Industry

other products.

10n

cats



DR, v
I. aboor ...qui“

Thsre wort two principal categories of labourers In fceso-
potanlai free labourers and slaves.

Free labourers lived either in towns or on land. In towns,
they oonstituted the bulk of eraftsnen. In praotiee very near
to then stood the snail shop-keepers and traders such as growers,
oil sellers, butchers, eto. As s class, all these people were
generally called the '"ages", i.e. the oonaoners. Ho distinc-
tion was node between their ethnic origins, although a great
part of then were non-Arab muslins or 'Hawaii'.* The 'ASHS'
class of the metropolis was particularly notley, as It was con-
posed of Persians, Turks, Negroes, Dailsnltes, Runs (dreek),
Habateans, Armenians, Georgians, Circassians, Sisvs, Kurds,
Berbers and Arabs; the conmon link being the Arabic language
which they spoke.2

The peasants established on land were free in theory, but
not always in practice.®* They constituted a large section of
the population and spoke Aramaic beside Arabic.”

Socially, the craftsmen belonged to the lowest grade of

free oltlseas.5 c.conomioslly, they earned their bare

kaasignon-Knguite, p.42.

Kaydan, V, p.45.

Of. hellpse, XX >P.971 X-Talfur, p.73.
Kaydan V, pp. 44-5 B.l art. Habateans.
Dlnashgl, p.43.

Dns U
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subsistonce®* a craftsman's earnings "fell short of helping him
to buy an estste or to live in comfort®*Mt: The pessants of the
S5awad were wary poor,2 and were considered to be "without
tongue or intelligence*"”

The seeond and still lower ostegory of labourers oonslsted
of slares* It was recruited in the following ways:

a) By war* In conquering a territory, the Muslims were
free to enslare 1ts inhabitants* ¥ Besides, one of the four
alternatives open to the imam in dealing with prisoners of war
was to enslare them®** 1in the loth century the expansion of
Islam was eery much narrowed, and conquest* as the source of
slavery was practically in abeyance.*

b) Some governors sent slaves as a part of the revenue*
For example, some Berbers were wont to give their children in
lieu f the poll-tax*” 'Abdullah b* Tahir, the governor of
Khurasan (825*44 A*P.) used to send the Caliph 2000 Ghusa slaves
annually* ®

o) Slaves were purchased, and this was the principal mode
Plmashql, p.43. _ o
See relative part in Ch. “Standard of living*M
gaqdlal, p.119*
Zaydan IV, p*42. _
Ibid., p*431 Ms, p.166. the other alternatives wares
(1} executions (2) lndemm}yl (3) release*
(6) After hu’taslm'e battle of Amorlum, the slaves were sold
by five or six because of their large number*

7) Zaydan IV, p*43«
5) I* Khurdadhbih, p.39.

PRV
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of acquisition. There existed an extensive trade In slaves and
almost all the important towns had their own slave markets.1
Some merchants organised special raids to obtain slaves.2
Slaves of both sexes were either blaok or white. Black
slaves were brought from Abyssinia, and the Sudan, via Egypt,-*
or from the ganslbar by sea.L H-*a describes the Sudaf (I.e. ']
the territory between the Atlantic and the Nils) as "the
country from which eunuchs came.. The merchants steal their
(the natlvefs) children..eecastrate them, import them into
Egypt and cell them.
hit© slaves included Greeks, Georgians, and Armenians, but

were mainly Slavs and Turks. Turks, especially Khasars, and
some Slavs were imported via riitwarasm. Samarkand was the great
market and training centre for them.7 one of the articles of
export from Bulghar, the capital of the Volga Bulgarians, was
slaves who were taken to Khwaraxm and the oxus.’ Expensive
white slaves, valued up to 3,000 dln.ro per hand, came from
fhuraean. European slaves, nostly native, of Kaatem Europe,
war. usually brought via Germany to Jpaln andthence to
(1) Baiha 6165 S.M latter., vol.1 no*I and IIIt

Y .qutol %p 260 d]escrlbes the .lave-market of Samarra built

in the 9th centuryl 'it wa. of a quadrangle interaecoted with
. alley with hou.ee, room, and ehope for slaves."

p.1631 K.I. art. San

111 ZaydanV p.39f H-"A, p.169! 1iei, p.157! Roldeke

sketches, p.169*
Karwnal p. 54.

5) H-"A, p.169*
6; Zaydan V, p.39i1 I[.H %A62_] bee, p.153-9.
7: Za dan V, p.39! L.S U82; 194

ft’) has .159.
(9) Zaydan V, p.139.



the Mediterranean harboure.l

d) Children of a fernla el&vn were eoneldered slaves 1ft

(1) their father vae a slave, (2) If he was not the owner

of the Mother, (3) end finally if he wee the owner of the

mother but did not acknowledge hlnaalf to b* the father.2
Broadly speaking, slaves were employed in the following

occupations:

1) After a oertaln training, they were employed in household

services, uome were cooks store keepers porters boat-

T. ev. Ti*« >» -A* §AVHEVY o Heh 3750

men, house-tralners, and even keepers of prlvate libra-

(13

ries™ ~  Kunuoha looked after the females and served them**’

2)  Many were employed In such occupations as singing, reciting,
poetry, memorising and reciting the ur&n and the Hadlth
(tradition)™*-* aAs the society was highly appreciative of
music and poetry, artistically gifted slaves were In
great demand. Thus slave-merchants made great profits by
training slaves In nualo and poetry* host of the pro-

, fess1fona1 singers In Baghdad In 3t>6/$ld were slﬁaxjes T

3) A large number of slaves were used as bodyguards or

trained for the army* kuktudlr had 11,000 alavea In his

(1) 1Ibid., has, p- 159

12; See hex, add* note p.166*

(3) Balhaql p*613f Zaydan selections IX, p.lOM Mas, p*165]
*aaitn, p.101.

k Ba1haq1 p*609«
see Zay dan IV, p*4V«

Aghanl XII p*J>>3«
.) u* 1-*alm, p*87| Off Zaydan, pp#33-8*

i
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palace, and whole regiments of slaves existed In the

army*2
A) Slaves employed on land were of two typeai first there

were some real slaves possessing no rights, such as the
negroes employed In the salt marshes around Basra** Rebtat
al-Ha'y refers to slaves en”loyed as land labourers, and
treated like cattle."* *:any slaves were employed as
shepherds. «

The A<man formed another category. They were slaves
attached to the aoll and living in villages. By their pre-
Islamic origins, they were free peasants of looal Nabatean
stock, but their only capital was their labour. hen the owner-
ship of the land on which they worked was transferred by con-
quest or sale, they remained on the land* The new masters con-
sidered them as a part of the inventory, and treated them aa
slaves*® In theory, Islam freed such proletarians, but In
practice, com of the peasants of the 3ewad remained slaves.;E
The Zutt whom Hajjaj brought Into the Sawad for agricultural
(1) /hatlb, }191.51.

2} 3abl, p. ff. He mentions a regiment of blacks formed 4
by fcuwaffbk and a regiment of slaves farmed by ku* tadid
(P.12).

3J° T.barl III, p.1742.

4j Hablkt .1 #my, p.17.

5 i B.lha<il, p.613.

6) wbhu*i- vasim, p*lo6, speaks of Hhe Habateans of
and Its slaves.H oharik, a jurist, said Mhe peasants (lit.
natives) of the uawad are slaves.* Tabari, Ikhtilaf,

p.222.



T;VI. mi m ®
purpose®, are probably to be placed In this category. Hie

lAinmnl and their descendants could not he gold or freed, but

remained attached to the soil."

g e

Islam preached kindness to slaves,® but naturally caeee of

Ik * ey Cf JP Msek * VNm o« * % *

‘maltreatment Ver;" frequent, olavvea'(:)}ten fledrfr’on;- ‘t*h-e.ir‘
owners, and royal decreea etrees the Importance of returning
runaways to their masters.”

The wide uae of slave labour and the poverty and social
degradation of eraftamen and labourers were not novel} but the
luth century saw new factors vhioh stirred labourers Biore than
ever before, and shoon the Caliphate to its foundations.

first, a oaplt&llst class came into being®* It possessed
large resources and was encouraged by the extension of the
credit system and the establishment of banks.5 It drew its
members from: a) high officials euoh as ministers, o-in-oh-,

and head aeeretarles whose salaries had grew highar than ever

before6, and b  wealthy merchants like Ibn aW aeaas.

Secondly, labour became more concentrated ae in the ease of

[ ] — - i

1'1 Baladhuri, origins II, pp*109-11 * _

Zaydan, selections II, pp.104-3* But Ka'mun is reported
to have quoted Umar I saying: *He who has a Kebatean
neighbour and needs his price, should sell him.” 1. Talfur,

P*73.

Zaydan IV p.44% kesBp.166 ff. o .
al Tabari 111, p*173U} aladhuri (Origins II, p.lv9j blames
the runaway slaves of Bahila for inciting the Zutt to rise
against ttutasim} dabi, letters I and III.
5; use chapter on "Banking”e o
6) dee chapter on "Standard of Living”.
7; dee chapter on "Trade".




the negroes employed in lover Mesopotamia. Agglomerations of
craftsmen in tovn» became more developed.l It is contributed
to the formation of the feeling of common interest, and la-
bourers became conscious of their strength.

Thirdly, someeffeotive propaganda vaa carried on in the
name of religious justice, but in point of fact laying a new
stress on the Improvement of material conditions. -uch vere
the ideas behind the leader of the Zanj rising, and behind the
Karmatlan and “Ikhwan as-Safa* propaganda. These nev slogans,
added to the already existing germ© of discontent among the
poor classes and gave consciousness to the latter.

The signs of unrest vere apparent since the 9th century.
They resulted fromthe political decline of the state, the
rising prices with no corresponding increase invages, and the
system of hoarding food supplies practised by the merchants or
the vcalthy.2 At the beginning of the 9th century, the

erarun and Anttar alBUlt&neously appeared in Baghdad, out-

e s . v e el
Wardly, they were corporatlons of thieves who made it their
plan to rob shops, markets, and the houses of the wealthy. The
deeper roots of the movement certainly lay in the desire of the
downtrodden labourers to take their revenge on the rich. The
social importance of the movement i1s attested by its spreads

(11 See below.
(2; dee Zaydan V, p.17*



during thf] struggle between Min and Ka'mun, the number of
*-ory”“run rose to 50,0 0 and they were distinguished by a special
dress*

Throughout the li/th century, the *“yyarun and the Gutter
continued to be the scourge of Baghdad.® in 364/971* they
Icried taxes on the markets of Baghdad.3 |n 38c¢/99c¢c they do*
minated Baghdad, pillaged its inhabitants and appointed captains
in each quarter.” It is significant that a large number of
'Alawlds and **bbaslds were found among the *.yyanun who
pillaged Baghdad in 392/1001.-* These were the nobles reduced
by the Buwaihld destination to a secondary social and economic
position™

Gangs of ordinary thieves also wandered about the country
attacking caravans* Ibn uayyar, a head of such a gang justified
his procedure by sayings “These merchants have not paid the
lakat.*.and consequently their goods became forfeited*ee as to
the thieves, they are poor and deserve that &akat whether

merchants like it or not*”?

(I3 dee kaydan V, pp.46-7; Selectionll,p.87; Agh*ni VI,
21

(2)pI-A*VIII, p*121 p*83; p*244; IXpp*145-5t; ..clipse has
too s”ny references.

(3) I. J«»*l XII folio Siva.

(V) m 1. folio i05a-I>

15) 1Ibid. folio 116 M .iT6l.

(6; iiabi, ,,.331-2.

£7 Jor. <IX p.J>.6.
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Falling on Such”soil, the seed of tho now propaganda pro-
dueed too major movements: the "sanj rebellion®* and the "Karma-
tlan” movement. 3o far, they hare been studied in their poll-

tleal and eoolal aspects. Our task will be to examine their

economic background, in which the roots of events lie hidden*
[The ZanJ Rebellion, 869-88) A.D.}

whatever intention the “header of the 8anj*, said to be an
*Alid, might have had, t}}\e actives of his *2anjf f0111owers were
economic and soolal* The rebels, African slaves from the
domali coast, were employed by rich entrepreneurs in the salty
plains near Basra (Furat al-Basra) to dig away the nitrous crust
of the soil so as to render the land cultivable, and at the
ess®* time to exploit the saltpeter thus obtained.l Among the
Afrloane, there were also some fugitive slaves from the neigh-
bouring villages and towns.2

The number of slaves was considerable. In one place only,
near the Dujail canal, there were 13,000 of them.-* Theyworked
in groups of 1,000 - 5,Q00jL a detail which gives the measure
of the concentration of labour.

The slaves had no pay, and worked but for a miserable sub-

(1) Tabari III, p.1742* Boldeke-Sketches, p. 14k*
2) Tab. p.1750* Foldeke-Sketchea, p.153*

3) Tabari, pp.1750-1. .

O kassignon, E.I IV, p. 1212 (Art.Kanj).



sistance® Their food oonslfitea of flour, dateo and A fcind of
semolina (lawi®;.* a promise to improve their material position
was therefore a great bait* Their leader (the sayyld) fully
grasped the situation after making an inquiry about their
“rations of flour, semolina and dates. *2 Ho ideal claims would
have had any weight with these wretches, the majority of whom .
were Barbarians unable to understand Arabic* The "layyld*
atresBsd purely pruetloal Issues. In 255/969. he mad. s ep**ob
in which he dwelt on their wretched conditions and added that
*God had saved them through him, that he wished to raise their
status and put them in possession of slaves, wealth and houses* *
Thus the sayyid aimed at a local readjustment of social condi-
tions rather than at a general abolition of slavery®* The move-
ment appealed to a definite group of slaves® The 9uayyidv freed
the slaves whenever he could, but meanwhile enslaved muslin,
captives®* ® His propaganda among the free people of Basra

(in 254/868} attracted neither of its conflicting factions,

£
al-Bihallyya and al-tta’diyya. Hot only the entrepreneurs, but

(1) Tabari 111, p.1748*
|2/ 1bid. 111, p*1748*

(3) Ibid. 111, p.1751.

(4) Tabari Ill, p.1750*

(5; Ibid. I11l, p.17731 p.1776* p.2C45.

(6) Tabari, pp-1745-6; pP-1777.



even the inhabitantB of the neighbouring villages* promised
large material rewards to eaptain Hamls (255/669) if he sup-
pressed the movement and restored the slaves to obedience. *

The slaves wanted but to free themselves and Improve their
own financial position without enforcing any general system of
communism such as the Slyaset-Hameh would suggest.2 This lack
of a general programme* social and economic* possibly explains
the inability of the 3araatian and the Znnj movements to combine

their forces* insplte of the initiative taken by the Xarmatian

leader in Irak.**
[The Karmatian Movement]”

The system atic propaganda of the amantlane in Irak began
about 261/671* end it bore the first fruit of political unrest

towards 276/69!'« ~ The movement slackened after 266/699 when

(1 Ibid. I11* p.1759.

{2} u.-K. p.265. *dee doctrines etalcnt oelleo dc fcasdak."
lasdak preaohedi “La richesee...dolt etre portages entre
les houses salon leurs beeolns®* de manibre que pcrsonne ne
soit prlv&e de sutoaistanoe et incapable de se procurer de
vivres et afin uu'il y’ait tgaliti dans la situation de
ohaoun." p.246.

(3) Tabari IIl* p.213;% relates that Hasudan Kan*at met the
leader of the Z&n) in 279/692 and said to him: "I have a
cause (madhhab) and ay following Is 100000 swords strong,
let us have a conference and If we agree* I shall join you
with ay followers.* But Hamden found out that they would
*never agree¥®.

(1) "raraatian* Is here used in its ’strict* connotation of
*re”el redcrations..organised in Lower Mesopotamia..and based
on a system of communism into which initiation was neces-
sary.F Masslgnon K.I* II* p.767*

(3) See De Goejc* kemolrs* p.16* p.31.



its chief dall (propagandist; Haradan Kanmat disappeared, and hla
principal lieutenant Abdan me killed, as a result of their
rupture with their master Ahmad b.*Abdallah b.fcaismm. The
movement was practically liquidated after the military defeat
of 293/907, 1 »oid received i1ts final blow in 316/926.%*

Both socially and politically, the movement in Irak was
coloured by the local background. The chief organiser was him-
self an Irakian villager who understood the grievances of his
people* The significance of the carmatian movement will be oleai
1f we consider two questions! first, to which elasses it
specially appealed, and second, what principles Inspired its
propaganda.

The Karmatlans scored successes:

a) With the uneducated and oppressed peasantry* hen a
Kan&atlan rising between XUfa and Basra was put down in 289/901,
the commanding officer *left the rebels in peace, because they
vere peasants and labourers. ** One of the circumstances which
particularly contributed to the spreading of the movement was
the desolation in the Sawed of Basra, caused by the Zan;j

rebellion**

) De oacy, .expose, I, pp.cc-ccx.

) LA VI, p.137*

) Baghdadi, p.141*

} TabarllX1, p.2206. dee also De daoy, 0.0. I*, Xntrod.
)p.clxvlll and P'Olxxv*

De Qoeje, p.26.



b) With the artisans and ooanen people of the towns ('em j
about whom Ohasall soya: 3dThe Ignorant 'amul thinks that the
dogaa and Ite diegulee (Talbla;***are but conventions v.hlch he
ean optionally keep or break ae befits hie interest.
The 'am 1’s lack of education lessened for him the aaoroeanct
value of dogaae, it rendered him lies resistant to the subtle
propaganda of the Karmatians*
o) With all the tribes of Lover Mesopotamia,-* the property of
the Bedouins vaa proverbial®* when a Bedouin saidt "singing i1s
the provision of the traveller", the comment recorded by Abu’l-
s*asit» vast "He says so because he does not know the ’samidhit’
bread, nor the roasts ef Bab al-Karkh (Baghdad), nor vegetables,
nor the Egyptian faludhal (a kind of pudding)"*

juoh vere the Glasses chiefly affected by the propaganda
though the latter appealed to every and ell** one oould not
describe 1t as a Persian moveBent, meant to restore "the
kingdom of the lerslans,"~ for 1t had a following among the
poor Arabs, whereas the Persian aristocracy elded with the

1; (Jfaiixaii, strait p.53.
2; . Baghdadi, p.141.
3) D* f**1 7Z> Introtl. p.cixxvj of. Baghdadi, p.142.
4) a*u' p.94.
Lb)Baghdadi, pp.141-2*
Th* philosopher po*t kaarrl aaldt "uhjr should not the
wealthy share their wealth with the poor/”, and "-if I had

of this earth aa cuch as an ant, X would nake It oounon."
See .Hllal, vol.46, 1936 p.919»

b
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state*1

Coming to the question of doctrines, the fanaatians, accord-
ing to Ohasall, “condemned the sultana and the great savants of
the tine*#+and taught that the hour of deliverance was r’iigh”"“2
The/ posed as champion®* of that peaoe and prosperity which the
'Abbaslds once promised, but did not realise*-* The first far~
matlan missionary to ’Irak, Husain al-Ahwasi, on his arrival in
the Sawad of Kufa in 264/877 thue explained his intentions to
Bamdan Karmatt “I have received orders to water this village,
to enrich i1ts Inhabitants, to deliver them and to put them in
possession of the wealth of their masters*** Consequently,
material welfare was given primary importance*

The karmatians went so far as to consider religion respon-
sible for the enslavement of the masses* Abdallah b*al-Hasan
al-qairuwani, in an epistle written to Suleiman b.al-Hasan b*
Said al-c annabi, analysed the influence of Islam as follows!
“Their master (I*e* Muhammad; forbade to them the enjoyment of
good things and inspired into their hearts the fear of a Hidden
Being who can not be grasped* «*Thus he soon subjugated them and
reduced them to be slaves to himself during his lifetime and to
his offspring after his death® Thus he arrogated to himself
(1) 3ee Barthold, uua* culture, pp*72-71 10v-1021 kowls,

lal* Guilds, B*H.a* 1937, P*22.

Ohasall, Jtrelt, p*10*

Be Gocje, p*24.

Be daoy I, p.clxvlll, taken from Kawalrl who reports it on
the authority of Akhu kuhsln*
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the right to enjoy their wealth for he sayss [ air'an 42i23j

* ask you no reward for it exoept friendlineae to relatives/
Hie dealings with then were on a eaah basis, but their dealings
with him were on eredlt. He required of thee an imediate ex-
change of their liwea and property for a future promise which
would newer be realised, 1is Paradise aught sawe this world and
its enjoyment? or hell and its torture anything butthe state t<
which the observers of the law are reduced! namely weariness,
exertion in prayers, fasting, the holy war and pilgrimage?
Finally he declared to Suleiman b.al-Hasan in this epistlet
'You and your brethren are the heirs who will inherit the
'Plrdaus’', and in this world you haws acquired its pleasures sad
luxuries whieh are forbidden to the ignorant, thoseheld in
cheek by the preoepts of the lawgiwera. Congratulationsto you
upon the freedom from their power whieh you have attained.'2
The eommeroial language of the period and the materialist
attitude to life are distinct throughout the epistle.

The Kamartians took the same attitude to otherreligions,
since "all those who claimed the spirit of prophecywere
jugglers, necromancers who aspired to chieftainship over the
public, and they deeelwed them with incantations and enslaved
(1) According to havolx, the famous 'Abbaald da t Abu Muslim

issued dirhams with this verse on them as a declaration of
the right of the 'Abbaslds (p.xIvil). o the reference in
this epistle is a direct challenge to the legal basis of tlu

'Abbaald claim to sovereignty®
(2) Baghdadi, pp.2fil-23 (Halkln) translation I1I, p.137.



86
them with their precept8. *

In shortf prophets end rulers# according to the rnrmatlana
reduced the messes to social slavery, and material misery, and
it was their Intention to re-establish social equality and
material welfare* Hamden tried to accomplish this purpose by
establishing in the 3awad, communist colonies of his followers*
His measures are reported by Huwairi on the authority of Ibn
Klsam*

A fter converting some Iraki villages to his doctrines#
Ham&am imposed on them an ever increasing series of taxes and
levies# and finally in 276/889 he "forced on them the ulfa
(Union) whieh consisted In collecting all their property in one
place in order to enjoy i1t in common®* The dais chose in each
village a trustworthy man who was to receive all that the inha-
bitants of the village had by way of cattle# jewelry# furniture
etc* In return# this manager supplied clothes to the naked#
and satisfied all the other needs of the people# so that there
were no longer any poor people among the sectarians# Everyone
worked with diligence and emulation in order to deserve high
rank by his contribution to the welfare of the community* The
women brought whatever they earned by weaving# and even the
children gave the money they earned by frightening birds away

from the crops* Hobody retained any personal property beyond

(1) Baghdadi, p#288.



his sword and ar&s.l* ?Harndam told his foliowars that they** 7
had no need of money# beoause the earth was theirs.2

It la elear that in Hamdam*a view the core of discontent
among the maeses was their material misery and social inferiority,
and that social equality could not be established without ma-
terial equality. It was therefore necessary to abolish poverty#
and for this purpose# community of property seemed the best
plan. In fact Hamda”s measures found an enthusiastic response
among his community. Ho wonder then that lisam al-Mulk regarded
the iuarmetlan movement as a continuation of the communist
1asdakite movement of the Saesanlan time# the keynote of whloh
was "klehee must be shared and distributed according to need.

How long Handsaws experiment lasted le not certain# but it
can hardly have survived the Karmatian defeat of 295/907- Then#
the hanoatlans carried on their activities in secret till their
516/928 rebellion# when ten thousands of them gathered near
Was}t;—iﬁ qqg*others near 9A11}_ aL Tamr. Their white bgnners bore
vthe lnserlpvtic:; "Andiwwe Jd'es’lrled to show' favour untc; 'those who
were oppressed in the earth# and to make them examples and to
(1) De Saoyi Kxpoed# I# p.elxxxlx ff. % De Goeje-Carmathes

.27 ff-  This rendering in English 1s from B. nwia-origins

P-97-8- Dr. Lewis valuable work investigated the soma%

significance of the Karmatlan movement. h1s ulfa was based

%nH(in allegorical Interpretation of the i,u*ran ifil 98, and

Do aaoyt C.C. I, p.olxxxlx.
3n ieala, origins, pp.96-10] n m Hakls, pp.19c-I.



Bikt thsm the inheritor*.**1 The rising one suppressed end the
Influencg of_the Keruatlsne In the Sawed melted *Way.a

The communist ideas survived in Bahrain, where one of
Hamdam™ s m1s510nar1es A Said nl- Jannabl establlshed a seml—
comntlumst stats whieh Ifa31r~1 Xhusraw descrlbed In the llth
eentury.” The Karmatlan propaganda also continued for a con-

siderable time.

II. The Thhwan al-aafa

[ [ 2
) . .

The Ikhwan al-safa (Brethren of Ittrltjr) was a secret
society which began its activities at Basra or Baghdad and
spread among all Glasses in all countries. it was in opposi-
tion to the /vbbaald Caliphate, and aimed at educating the masses
as an effective means to promote a politico-religious upheaval.
With this object in view, the 'Brethrenl composed the celebrated
encyclopedia, ‘“kasa'il ifciwan al-iiafa* in 51-3 treatises eon-
prising all the branches of knowledge which a cultured nan
needed in the loth century.9

It 1s significant that their encyclopedia gave special

p—a

nu'ran xxvill, 5. Pickthall, p.394*

[.LA. VIII, p. 1371

I.E. 295

rhdl ahat, pp.255 ff. (transl.)

The date of its foundation is generally put in the second
half of the loth century between 33k-73/y46-83. Haaadanl - j
Ikh-s, p71 «f* 111t1 .

(6) see fafcl in Ikh-s I, . 16-47* Taha Husain 3-161 S.I,
art. Ikhwan al- dafa) hass gnon, her Islam IV, p.32k!
jiwan al-Hlkma, p.21| Der Islarn XX, p.210-27*
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attention to labour and draftﬁsmen,‘ whose no.bility 1t praisea in
a special treatise.*1 On the contrary, those who haws learnt
no handicraft are described as “either wain like sons of
kings* *e or ascetic and occupied with the life beyond, like
prophets™® ¢ or lasy, dull and humble* = like beggars* +2

The tendency of the 'Brethren’ dearly appears in their
disregard of the traditional social scale based on nobility of
birth* They classified the society according to economic func-
tions and resources as followst

1) Artisans (Ainne’) or “those who work with their bodies

and instruments* and llwed by selling the products of
their industry*

11y Merchants occupied in buying and selling; and

111]  “The rich®* who cm the raw materials and buy the manu-
factured goods, wealthy merchants being included in
this class ™"

The direct allegiance of the Brethren is still obscure*
and since the 'Kasa'll* constitute the only record of their
dootrines, they sent a special consideration* The Rasa'll’
are distinctly "Ailia and Uhlite in character
literature of Yaman, they are giwen a very prominent place*

Idris, a chief Dal of Yaman (d.872/1467) attributes them to a

1) Ikh~s 1, PP 21C-27-
Ibid* 1, p*222*
1 Ikh-e I, p.217.
U) Dmr Islam XX, p.285; cf. Ikh-s IV, p.222, 406.



uoncealvd XdHM, the grandfather of aX-Uahdl tolllah.1 Salft
(d.j.236 A.H. another Icma’lli deacrlbea them as “the s
eur*an...the “ur'sn of knowledge.+. the ar’«n of the imam."
Olla;* Husain cjtintaine, on the evidence of a historian daf,

that tiK Rasa'll were composed by four dale for one of the

9Alid imams. "

Among non Ismalll writers, Thn al-'Alusi thought that "the
Rasa9ll represented the Xaraatian principles. Hleholaon con-
siders "al-Risala aWamia, which is the essence of the Rasa* 11
as Manifestly lens9til in character."® Ahmed Zaki,” and
hasslgnon”™ believe that the 'Brethren9 were a ramification of
the iamatlans (or Isaslilia). Hamadawl, who studied the
Rasa911 and Isms9lhi literature, maintains that "the Imam is
the central point of the Mission of the Rasa911" and that the
philosophy of the Rasa* 11 is the same as that of the Xama9llls.”

But it is noteworthy that the 9Rasa9119 are not mentioned
by any of the Data of the Patlmlds in Sgypt. The revolutionary
nature of the Rasa9ll is unsuited fbr an established authorl-
tyjf‘} and one 1s tempted to conclude that the 9Brethren9 were
Ramadant, o e > pPyg Ber TAlas X% p. 2927
Hamadanl, o.c*, p.15, note 1.
Tioholson, ‘Lit Histr, p e MHrOds PPTO
Ikh-a, I, Introd. p.34.

Ler Islam IV, p.324.

Hamadanl o.c. p.23, p.26.
Ibid. XX p.294.
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e

sot devoted followers of the Fatimide.1 1t is likely that the
1Brethren® were an offshoot of the Karaatian Movement In Irak,
but slued at achieving peacefully what militant Kamatism failed
to realise by fbroe.

These social movements show that society In Irak was
dynamic, that soolal and economic currents were stirring
underneath the exuberant luxury of the wealthy classes.

the masses did not aeeept their wretched conditions paa-
sively, but tried to assert themselves and Improve their lot
violently or peacefully. Generally speaking, those who wanted
quick results at any cost joined the Karmatlan and the ZmnJ
Movements) others followed the more peaceful and co-operative
Methods of forming corporations and guilds. Grosso node,
peasants and slaves formed the bulk of the first group, while

artisans formed corporative associations which we are now going

to describe.

Labour Organisations

Tb speak of guilds in the Iwth century is somewhat prema-
ture, although signs of some corporative life among oraftemen
were noticeable.

I. There was an "esprit de corps™ in crafts, each member

feeling an attachment to his colleagues.”? "Graft

(1% Of. Taha Husain, ikh-s I, Introd. pp.7-6.
(2) Jahia-Kaaa’il, pp.126-7.



(or occupation) la a relationship” was the slogan®*1 In the
face of a challenge, they all made one front. For example the
food-sellers fought the ahoe-makers in moeul in 377/919%2
[a la significant that during the century, professional
names became ”'gory cowon and _figl_lre sidie«by side \yith the usual
surnames after toons or clans. Ibn aW arrah (surgeon) was
the surname of the vamlr 'AIl b. 'Ira* Ibn al-Jesses (the
plasterer) was the famous merchant; al-Jlhbadb (the banker) vas
the attribute of Hukt&dlr's banker Yusuf b.Ptnhaa* tha*alibi
(fur-workers) was the famous writer of the Buwalhld period*
HallsJ (eotton-eorder) was the eslsbrated zsystic, etc. Among
the masses, such attributions were swan more (:ommon.3
This faet indicates that crafts were no longer disgraceful,
and that the oorporatlve spirit was strong among craftsmen.
v IX. K grtlsans llvegtc’i, g’gé\fﬁ(/)rlgte "ilerlnMone ’Z‘lluart‘e‘r - or
had a market of their own* Among the quarters of Karkh
(w. Baghdad) Khatlb mentions those of Bassasln (i.e. eloth-
eellers)* Aahab al-Oabun (i.e. soap manufacturers); Kailayin
(i.e. meat-roastera); Karrarln (i.e. tar-workere); aawwakln

(i.e. semollna-eellers); and Kattanln (i.e. cotton-weavers).”

E
1.0BUl h.d a stark.t of Bho.HMftkera.*' Baghdad had one of

(1; Of. Jahifc-Bukh, p.51,

2) I-A VIII, p. 69+

13/ u.. V bu'p.76» v*¥5, p.61, p.65, Pt86» p.S3, p.96,
p. 137, p.139*

(4/ 11utt1b) pp*67"6«

(5) LA.VIII, p.69.



copper~amithe. la the newly built towns like Baghdad
(btn century; and uaoarra (9th century; "&ach craft and eicr-
chandler was la a market. *

[11*  s*ome algna of hiersrohieal organiaation appear among
craftsmen. There were apprentices (aani*} and masters
7(uataah)./\ lash craft had a head (re™») from among its is»b«n
hut appointed hy the government.*1 There is no record yet of
any persecution of artisans hy the state, such policy probably
developed later and served to further the inner cohesion of the
guilds.

4 very curious type of special guilds were the assocla-*
tlons of 14yymrun and shutter the forerunners of the famous
futuwva movement*

doth 1%yyarun and shutter had a special apron (usrah or

mi'sar) wrapped around their waists.5 In 197/612, the

Vyyarun, organised themselves into tens under *Arifs, eaoh ten

*Arifs being placed under a naqjb. each ten naqlba under a

*#*id and eaoh ten .*afids under an Jjair.”  Theterm fata was

already in use among the *Ayyars* A poet sang %hen one of

their fates stabbed an eneagr he shouteds take it from the fata
A This indicates the identity of the two terms and

élg . Taifur, 8179

2) Ta’qubi, p 56

3) Xkh-s, I, 255

k) Ten. 1, Vp

g Aghani VI, 91.

51
6) 1<1sud1~*uraJ VI, p.452.
7; Ibid. VI, p. 463*
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shows that the *futuwwa* began as a poor class movement sad at
that tins lacked the high acral cods which it acquired only
under hasir (604 A*X*)»

This conclusion la supported by the following story in
Tanukhi* An elderly fata who was kept in prison gave the
following adrice to a man who was robbed of 500 dinars in a
boat in the Uballs canals *0© to a house in which there are
poles and reed-mata. £&oh pole has a "'ni’sar1 (apron) and an
‘asar' (garaont). Wrap yourself from the waist with the "'mi’iai*
and throw the 'asar' on your back* [other] People will cone
and do the same, till their nucaber is full* Then they wiill
bring aona food* eat with them and bshare like them in all they
do*.v >,%Egghen they.have brﬂl#ght wine (nabl'dli&drink with them a few
small glasses™* Then take a large cup, fill it [with winej,
stand up and say: 9this is shadditf my uncle Abu Bakr al-
Baghghash,9 They will ask you ‘'Is he your uncle? says ’yes1*

They will stand up and drink my health and when they hare

finished, they will sit down* Thon says ‘'Yea, ny uncle sends

hi» salutations to you and sayos ’fityan* (pi* of fataj, by ny

life return to my nephew the apron which you hare taken from
the boat in the Ubulla canal, and they will return it to you.-
The man did as he was told and recovered Use money. /| This

(1) Ohaddi is not clear* It apparently means: this is nvy

initiator. [Lit* he who fastens the apron (shadda} to nwy
waistj*

(2) Tan. P. | pp-112-4.
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an®cdote give® a view of the inner life of & futuvwa associa-
tion. TO sum upi

1) The *fatag* mentioned in the ataxy did not refrain from
stealing® They worked and shared th<s profits*

2} They were on had tertua With the government and met in a
secret place*

3) The toast over a cup Of wine, and th& reference to
aprons indicates some rituals of initiation.1

iiUehalrl W0 wrote In 435/1046 supplementd Tanukhi and
Mas udl. lie quotes the words of a man saying to his wlifet *1
wdnt to invite a clever >dyyttr who Is Uu* head of the *fllyan*
in hie town.*** Thus fAyyurun are identified with the , fityan™*
and further with the shuttar.~ One own gather that in each
town the 9fltyan* had a4 chief and that the futuwma movement
was not confined to Baghdad and Basra, but spread to other
towns

aishslrl quotes various definitions of the term Hutuwwa"
which suggests that the futuwwa movement still had no definite

code, although some norms of conduct were reoognlaed®* The

MMM fur® il.nmi <G~ m nmnity nimnm twit ¥y e ek m i m B n

(1; Of* 1* Battuta II, pp.26c-5.
(2j Miahsirl, pp-121-2.
(3) Ibn el-Jowii report* that in 354/994 an *fAyger* rose in

Baghdad, end s great number of shuttar followed him.
xII' folio 10ftb.

(4) t«uehiri, p.122.
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"mMmyAn"” »«r* «x;>aot«d to oboy tbs aharl'aj to bo Xind to all»
to hurt no ona and 1/ some otTonoos ooourrod to offar amends
voluntarily or to for&tre th<: offandoro. Ilbs ‘fltyan® bad to
bo gsnorous, ov«n onto Infidels, to be honest, truthful and )
modest, and to keep their wards. uohalrl completes hie d fI]-1
nitlons by appropriate examples; of a water-carrier who refttaed
to accept taon*y for hie water from a prisoner; of a merchant
foregoing the interest as being against the principles of the
1futuwwa* § of kindness to animals, etc,

tuahalri gives to understand that the hfutuwwa ¢ movement
w I 17 1m m'a&t™ t 'm ml*3 ot mv'AL
was apmad in IraX, Uyria and i or»ia and that It had adepts

A

among the middle and poor classes like merchants, water-
carriers, and servants*2

rrof. Taschner divides the history of the futuwwe mcve&ent
into three stagest first, it began uc an aristocratic Chivalry;
then it became a movement of the middle class in the XxIi1th
century, and finally it developed Int0 a movement of the Nesses
in the .xvth century.-* Itiie conclusion does net seem accurate*
hnsjdi and Tanukhl euggoot an inverse developmentr the futuwwa
must have started with the masses; by the end of the loth
century it haa a following asaong the middle class,® and
(1) Ibid. p.121.

US Ibid. pp.122-3.
(j) Tarschner, Ms Islasdachs Futuwwabfind*, £«D.M.G. 1933,

p.6 ff.
(4} “ce .uohairi, pp.122-3.
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continued to be In disfavour with the government. Ibn 1W anl
(d.597/1200) still questioned their ethical cede end scoused
them of being thieves.®* It wee only under Kssir al-Dawla that
the futuwwa acquired an aristocratic and military character
Igvss1r «encjige'e\w;oured to drarhN the Vmot;>erher]1&t//1nctc 7#hvrs“c:7\-/n channels
avr}#(_i In accor\da\r/rmccﬂlemwuh th1s ]_rr)laoed hrrg*lself at 1ts head and sub-
Ilmated its ends in his famous decree of 604/1027 2 After the
Mongol invasion, the population in general felt degraded under
the foreign masters, and the official support was withdrawn from
tb* futuwwa. and thus the organisation lost its arlstooratlo
character.”

The government’s attitude towards craftsmen *as that of
supervision rather than of persecution. Tallv fs decree of
366/976 cnjoyned the hlsba officials Ko make inquiries into
the affairs of the I;;wam (commoners) with regard to their craft*
their products, their markets and their deallngsi to make their
scales oorreet and their weights full. ;hoever be found cheat-
ing cr deceiving, should be punished severely."** Another decree
confines these Inetruetions.  But as the corporations did not
constitute any menace to the state, the latter did not manifest
any tendency to oppress the craftsmen politically, but only to
(1) 1. Jawml Talbls, p.392. He refers to their dress as 3arawfL

I. os’it Jam! XX, pp. 225-6 gives the decree in full.

(3; The reading of Xbn al-Fuwati leads to this conclusion. On
futuwwa see also: M Jawed. al-Futuwwa wa*1-Fltyan in
illughaT’al-9Arab VXXX (1930). p.242 ff.

4 Sabi, letters, p.114*

5y 1bid., pp.14l—2.



9*
Vde "Wt D2 > ;! A tSFthKy Hfjm'» *V-t'h. Aen X #
have their activities supervised by the police.

as regards the sources, Uawardl (d.VSO A.H.la hie
ohapter on <Hlstas** admits that craftsman were under the aaper-
Vis.ioan.ko\f thg '.'muhta.elb*, but folio to explain their organlsa-
tion. Hiaba manuals cannot unfortunately be utilised for our

study, because they date from the 13th century onwards.2

Handicrafts and Industries

The fullest description of crafts in the 1 th century is

given in the "Treatlee of the Ikhvan sl-uafa* which contains

/,*e Vv * «> % v

various classifications of trades™ namely:

# 4

Ir "
k

t« In the order of thsir utilityt

a) Crafts essential for society9 such as husbandry,
weaving and building.

b) secondary crafts only supplementing those of the first
classt as wearing vast be preceded by spinning and
spinning by cotton-carding, whereas cloth needs tailor-
ing! the processes of carding, spinning and tailoring
are only subsidiary to weaving.

e) luxury crafts (sine*at al-sina) such as perfumery, and
the fabrication of silk and brocades.

kawardl, pp.243-9.

& Ibn al-Ukhuw®*at Ua'allm al- urbai Ibn Bassastt kashrl(% X)
yyat

Levi - Provencal - Manuel de Hlsba Hlapanlq.uei I"™n Tin
al-Hlsba.

(3) Ikhvan-Uafa I, pp.216-7.
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nth regard to the kind

folds -

a)
b)
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of material, the erafts are two-

Spiritual orafts comprising Intellectual occupations.

M aterial crafts, comprising handicrafts®* These again

have two divisional

1)

11)

Crafts operating with simple substances Ilka water

(water-carriers, sailors, swimmers, etc*)# earth

(well-diggers, canal workers, miners, etc*}) fire

(throwers of naphtteprojeetiles Graffatln) stokers]

light kindlers (wacLQadln)* etc.)) air (buglers,

pipers, etc.)1 water and earth (potters, china

manufacturers, brick makers)*

Crafts operating with composite material and

objects likes

a) ketalst blacksmiths, coppersmiths, leadsmiths,
goldsmiths, etc.

p) Plants, namely* (1) trunks, roots and leaves,
(carpenters, makers of reed-mats, etc*)
(11) the Inner bark of trees (linen weavers,
paper manufacturers, makers ef heap ropes,
ate*) (1ll) fruits or seeds (millers, oil
presaers, etc™)e

y) Animals, namelyl (1) general (hunters, shep-
herds, horse-tralners); (11) animal products

(cook™, ahocHBiukara, tanners;» (111) human



bodies (barbers, doctors, etc™)*
11l1) A third clssslfloatlon. is based on the com-
parative value of products namely*
(1) Their value; (11) their necessity)
(I11) their utility for the public.2
iv) Crafts are also classified according to the
type of tools used.”

These tables have a considerable value for they indicate
the scope of simple crafts, namely s large number of crafts
which existed In the loth century, and finally reflect the
economic thought of the period.

Crafts were usually hereditary, ftaoh craftsman preferred
his profession to any other occupation. Jahis hints at this
attitude by saying* *when a weaver notices a mistake or in-
efficiency from a fellow weaver, he says* you cupper (Hajjam)."**
however, some professions were considered degrading even by the
"eon&oners", like those of porters, guides to disreputable
places (qawwadln) and jugglers*”

In the luth century, Irak was famous for its industries.”

Its chief products were articles of luxury destined for the use

gl) Ikhwsn-aafa Z, pp.213-5%* _
2; Ikh-s, Z, pp.219-21; Farabito, p.2.
(3) Ikh-s, Z, p.215*

Jahls-Rasavll, p.126
epD e e
of* MU# P.2341 !m!>e p.331 H-*A« p.138-

NS

~
(@)
~



of the rich olanfli** only a limited number of orafia oerved

the masses* an well; such were cotton-weaving, shoe-making and

copper-smlthery.

[.a. vearing wam the moat Important Industry of the period,

and the clothierls art was more elaborate than any other.™ It

was considered ae the oldest handicraft, as the weather rendered

: . L : : : :

olothing essential. Besides, furniture too consisted mainly of

hangings, curtains, mats, o&rpets, sofas and cushions*” luch
attention was paid to dressing; every class of company and
every definite occasion demanded a apodal type of dress*® The
wealthy vied in displaying rich clothes, and possessed large*
wardrobes, which contained tens or even hundreds of articles of
the s&&e class*” :uch demands encouraged craftsmen to Improve
and vnrlhte their product®.

The weaving Induetry In Irak (Ust* back to pp*-Ialaaile

@

times*7 Baghdad manufactured excellent siIX textiles, silk

shirts of different colours, ootton stuffs, turbans of thin

Ikhwan->afa I 111 .217; H-*A, p.138*

H 1ttl, p. 345”< his Is illustrated by the large number of
references to weaving, compared to their scantiness in the
case of other crafts.

3 *ies, p*459-

4 I*Khaldun - proleg®*, p.344;Rubalshl, p.7*

5; Abu*1 "asiin, p.36» Khatlb p50 and p.52.

6; See faahsha p. 124: where he enumerates the articles of
dress for a refined gentleman and refers to dresses of
singers; and of the arlstooraey in their parties.

7) The*a IIblslatalif, p.72.

5) X. Khaldun grole g p.344*
9) Ohanima k.G*T. Bt 1941 p.563; Hire,p.83*



texture and the celebrated Aamnrl and Buwalbi towels.1 Its thin
white cotton shirts were peerless.” Kuw&lri wrotet *He who
wants thin shirts should go to Irak. The saalatun, « hoary
figured silk stuff of s rosy colour, was chiefly produced in
Baghdad.4 teulhere cloth, with s silk warp and s plain woof
was produced in Baghdad*The celebrated *Att&bl stuffs, t&ade
of & E&xture of cotton and silk, and striped, were manufactured
at tlv # ttnbiyyn Quarter in Baghdad and pumiused after it.”
finally uaur’ were also produced in Baghdad.8

In Baqldm, a village ffcrty miles distant from Baghdad, a
strong ooa”eo cotton stuff wns woven.* Herbs, on the Duj&il
canal manufactured and exerted thlok cotton stuffs.” Basira,
not far from Baghdad, produced thick cotton Qloth (thlyab klrbas
s:ifth) on a large seal#
) Pl pe

; idJusairi I, p.J72-

m4) lbid. I, P*369i H-"A, p.333* It perpetuated its name 1n
6uah words, a# schorl*i .nd .suerlet. r.O.?.3. 1941, p.568.

(5} Thaab la rendered as “cloth*. Oee Dosy vitemento, p.21 and
p-l1jl «*CcX« B. > (.*i)67»

(6) I.tTubeir, p.226* Dosy o.c.p- 110 and p«436w kaa*,P*3231
X.H., p.261? Xbu'l-.asloi, p.35) ditti, p.3v7zj &.O.T.B.

1941, P*566> survey of Jferelun Art 111, p.1996, n.l; See
Johnson’s iiict. vXahy) ana lot. de la uangue Prangalse 11—
p.cl2l *

(7) See Dosy, o.c., p*2a ff. The tens here refers to the
largo cloaks in which ladies wrap thassalvea when they g0
out.

(&) fr-ag*, p.128.

(9) faqut, Buldan |, p.475*

(10i Yaqut, Bull n [I, p.235-

{11; Ibid., 11, p.292.
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3a*r« was fuuouB for Its Kftazg ana Bom.1 ttmr.a was a
very soft texture made of wool and silk.2 The uaual size of a
place of Khazz was fifteen dhlra*s in length arxi four spans in
breadths the best type bain* tightly woven and heavy in
weight.A ?he Bass ms s valuable ootton cloth.~ Basra also
produced apronc (futa,« ami liner, otuffs of hitfi quality*8

Sroeui excelled in manufacturing the cotton textiles, called
"Bh&sh”, which had much celebrity and spread to *;urope as
*kU8lin® or *raouseclinelt also produced the "maeuh*. a
striped oloth which could be used as a garment or as a mat, as
well an lhaas"‘6 Ai&dd produced embroidered stk cloth (washy >

handkerchiefs, and woolen cloaks (Tayallsa), 9.
Ibn al-Faqih remarks that H*od has endowed the kufans with

n special gift for trialing washy (embroidered silk cloth) and

1) , p*12d»

52) Do Gceeje, B*d»A* IV, p.224. Dosy explains (khazz, ae
*filoaelle - v e t u p . 437* SejrAan, quoting an Arabic
Diet, (.1lif 3a') says that it In made of silk and beaver
hair* WO V, ]3 06.

3; dmaahqi, p.26.

4; aydtur V, p.106#

(3) For futa sea Dozy, o.c*, pp.3.54-43* Futa meant: a) a
cloth ffor ladies) wrapped over the head, b) an apron,

c) a oloth to spread on the back to protect it;from the sur

(oj WAt p*13d*

7{ Ghanimu, o.c., pp.566-7*

d; Jahis: Tubaoaur, p.347. ®ory m vetorments, pp.V-5-7s
Jftustatraf (Cairo, 13; 8 II, p.66).

(9) 2ahlli, o.c., p.3"4-



khszss*¥ Kufi* produced turbane of khagg faraoua for their
be*uty.~] It lilac unnuiaoturud ailk* f{<§ eaiaily the aiik ker-
chlefs for tho AMA, t&iah atill go ay the n®®u gufjjya."
dir» *,roduoeu °¢ilk, tooAn and IU<R etuffu* and liiri *hirte

were Ot»lebr&ted in the 10th century. *
UbulJia c.&nulacturcu thin linen* plain ana embroidered. ~

if
it* turban* war* excellent.'" hul«u*niyya produces. beautiful
7

woollen garfebntu anu nhirte ci * pale-yellow colour. **aer b.
Hubeira wee fell of weavere. kn*diei colled Tikrit "the home

ef wool Manufacturers. ~

uocke were nmnulucturea oi ullk or soft goat heir (udria; 10

I.b. Qemctc. In eastern land* carpets have evtr been a symbol

o 113 . Tﬁ

2 .
of luxury «e well as * practical n«ce*aity.~ hiah carpegit*
. ] 11

were spread Iin Caliphal palace* t0 ohcw their splendour.

jLr e T vV

fchen the wiaow 0f an titu. put into

Ity 4

repair (279/6S2) the old

B&raekld palace in Baghdad* SaC uau woollen carpets shot with

12 .
gold thread* hung on the well*. t.ueta 'm Tc irtother had a silk

11 UWm'i P.23S*
(2) ha<® P«l2d.
(3i 3ee Dofty, o.o.f pp.39--, pP. 3k7.
(kj fhatib. p.32* Hira, p.63 ft.
ke p.128.
uwairi I* p.369.
£7) ey P 123,
6) J. aueta, p.121.
9) 2>«q., p.123*
1C) turwey of .ereinn Art l11* p.2271.
Ui See Ehmtlb* p.52.
12) bevy* Bsghduu Chronicle* p.116.
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carpet spedally made for her. On It various animals were
represented” the figures of birds, being of gold with eyes of
rubles and jewels.1

The carpet industry dates back to Babylonian times, and is
still practised in faesopotamts. Hie conditions of the nomadic
life especially favour carpet weaving.2 Wool was the most
important material in the fabrication of carpetsj it serves
for the piles of all but the few carpets, probably ofcourt manu-
facture that had silk pile.-* Cotton, and even linen were
occasionally used as well.**

teore luxurious than plain carpets were the pile fabrics,
the foundation of which "consisted of a set of warp ana a
rather complex weft system"* the surface material was fastened
into 1t in various slightly different Ways.K The more sumptuous
carpets were enriched with threads of gold and silver in a flat
weave.”

Carpets were used for different purposes. There were
carpets to spread on the ground like Busut (large carpets) and
nkhskh (oblong carpets, » others were hung for decoration like
(1) The carpet coat 13Q%( X) dixtiss. c:aydr*h, vol.II,

2 p'ili%l?’\_/ey of Persian Art, III, pp.2271-2.
3) Ibid., p.2456.
24) Ibid. I%)l, p .2439, *md p.2241.

5; 1Ibid. 111, 3.2439*
(> E*ZJMPP# p*IC7# &Cc also p.lv ?.
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annat; a special type were the earpets used for prayers
(si1jj adah).1

Sira and BUymanlyya were famous for their carpets®* The
Hire carpets are described as haring designs of elephantsf
horses* camels and birds* these designs were imitated in
Xu'maniyya so that the local producta too were called "Hire
carpets*”"“2 According to I* Fauih, the district of usisan and
Baat-fcaisan were celebrated for manufacturing the best carpets
and curtains®*** Wasit produced tapestry woran carpets® *

The curtains fabricated at Wasit were of the best,® and
are mentioned by Khatib among the furniture of Muktadir's
palace*** Mosul and Amid produced and exported good curtains*?
Some curtains were embroidered or woven with gold thread.®

inaliy, guilts, pillows* and various aorta of cushions
were uannfaoturcd in Mesopotamia*9

The sovereign had some special weaving workshops called
(1) Xhé&tlb, p.52* hex* p*459> B*I, supp®, p.1(6; Abu*l-
2) Q. P 186  Hire* p.83*

I* &ilh, p.253.

1k Jehis-Tabaesur, p*346*

5; bau* * pp.128-9¢

%6; Khatib, p.52*

17) Jahis-Tabaoaur, P*3V7* and p*3t4| Tha'a libi-Lat* p.Ill*

(8 Hhatil, p*52.

(9; Abu*i~siaaii», p.36. On the Arabic terms for ruga sece:
H* Worrol in Are Islamic*, 1, 1934* pp*219-222| 11, 1935%
pp.63-8*
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"Tires housee* (Pur al-Tlras). Tiras originally meant
embroidery,l and then cause to mean the stuffs, ornamented with
embroidered bande of writing® the Inscription wee placed on
the border of the material and contained the name of the ruler
with hie title and some auspicious formulas. It was worked out
in the web of the material with gold thread or bright coloured
yarn which stood against the background of the material.

Par al-Tira* was an emblem of sovereignty: 1its products of
carpets, robes and banners ( alaa. Bunud. Kurueh) were used
by him or bestowed on high officials as a kind of decoration.
Iri the mlOth ee\r}tvury9 some governors, like the Kandanlds of
lioeul had their own Tire* factories.** Haelbl (d.3 1/913;, a
governor of hwas employed eighty such factories for hie own
use#4 The most Important centre was In Baghdad9 and its
brocades enjoyed much celebrity.*

Goldsmiths and weavers were employed In the Tires facto-
ries, under the supervision of an official called 3ahib al~
Tares.5
I.e. Tents and mate. The weaving of tents for the bedouins was
an Important industry* Tentsmade of wool were oalled Khlbai

(1J  wvvashal, pp.l6b-9, refers to dresses of slave girls with
1nscr11pt10ns (TlI‘OS on them.

2) Gabl, letters, p. 141.
3) Ibid.. p.l141.
4 1. Ta hrlbardi, 11, p.192.
£*bl, letters p.141. Gee for Tiras: p3p .785-93;
supplement Pp. 248~ 5u; 2. Khaldun, 1rols7g p1p1222

Ghanlma 0.C. 80568 laydan I, p 124* ttl, p.347.

(x) v, p.7



(4)

lea
those made of goat—‘halr were called fuetati tho);e <é)f oamel-hali
were called blladi those of cotton were called saradlQ.
Special kinds, called tlraf. were made of special leather and

used by the wealthy.l

Good mats were made at Maisen.? The reed-mata woTen at
Baghdad were proverbial for their excellence.” Most of the
Inhabitants of 'Abbadan worked in the reed-Industry* they made
mats of bulrushes.® some of the *Abbadan mats were thin,
neatly woven, very soft and could be folded like cloth.5 Mats
were made of Papyrus, reeds, palm-tree leaves and bulrushes.”

The decorations on cloth were varied and consisted of

spots, stripes, lattices, all-over foliate designs and inscrip-

tions. "

; E R A
The weavers were extremely conservative and kept on using

a
their traditional tools. But their frequent removals from one
region to another contributed to the spreading of varieties and

technical habits into the different parts of the musllm empire.

(1) Alusl III, pp«393-4> dahii-Bukhalal p.311 refers to tent
makers In Basra.

2% Buwelrl 1, p.370.

3) The*a llbl-uudaf, p.426.

kaq., p.116$ ffuwalrl I, p.370.

5) Abufl- "asin., p.36.

6; uhanlma, o.c., p.36¢c.

73 Purvey of Persian Art HI, pp.2000-2001.

6) Alusl III, pp.405-6$ 1. Khaldun, roleg. 343-4§ Dimashqi

. 23%
(9)p Yaf<iublf P*264§ survey of rersian Art III, p.2176.



XI*  ifeLngi The variety of colours in oloth necessitated
a developed art of dj&ng*” Black was the colour of the official
dreaai pink vac used for the slulatuni cloth*2 green was the
valawite colour* and yellow garments dyed with eaffron were
popular among singere. People vied in the brightness and
variety of colour in their dresses for evening parties.”

tfith the exception of cochineal, the dyes used were
vegetable* Indigo was used for all shades of blue, madder for
any shade of red from the lightest rose to the deepest ruby*~”
tiasit was the best place for djdng in kermes (ulm ls). For
yellow, the rind of the pomegrenate provided a cheap, beautiful
and auragle dye>‘<6 By combining madder with pomegrenate a shade
varying from a brown-reddish tone to the Mate colour®* was
obtained* Saffron was used as a superior yellow dye*

lyers were specialised craftsmen, some of them worked only
on one dye, like madder or indigo* The compound colours were
obtained through combinations of the primary colour dyea*"

111« lottery is as old as the world* karthenw&re was the
(1) H* Jacoby sayai *The dyers are the siost important factor,

after the wool 1n making a carpet." s*P*A. H 1, p*2499*

(2) Ghanima, o.c., p.569*
15) v«asahav, p.123.
Ik) Survey of Persian Art XXI, pp*2439-61*
5; Jahia-Tabaasur, p.339*

6) See also Ibid*, p*342t ka<i*, p.97.
? Survey of Persian Art H i, 2459-61.



primary material before glass and metal ware introduced Inl‘foe
everyday life. In Mesopotamia, the potter9s art reached its
highest perfection®*1 “mall and large jars for water and wine,
pots, dishes, oil lamps, spouts of wells in the shape of animal
heads were made of unglased baked day,2 either plain or
decorated*”
Glased pottery was also of high quality* H-9Arefers to
the "glass-ware" of Baghdad.*9 *bufl- aein (circa 306 A.H.)
speaks of superlative coloured china made in Baghdad.5 Hire
fabricated jars and vessels of bright colours”<a hen Mu'tasim
founded o&marra, he brought to it glass-ware workers from Kufa
and Basra,” which indicates that the latter two plaees excelled
in this art* Kahr al-Dair, near Basra was renowned for its
Ghadair i*e* porcelain*8§
The 9th and loth centuries form a bright period in the
,history of kesopotamian pottery* In addition to felicity of

design in fine ceramic ware, the knowledge and use of lustre

13 &+{, Supplement, p*44. _
2) Ibid., p*™M* dahis-Bukh*, p*21d; Ghanima o.c., pg, 569%*70,
3; h.I, Gup* p*44| hull, p*127; Ghanima o.c*, pp.569*70*

lg) H-949 P.l?;a.
) Abudl-“asin, p*37.
6) Hire, p.81. .
7) YaVqubl, p.26k* This leaves no room for hr* Butler9s con-
templation that hu%asln brought the potters from Kgypt
/ux (Butler, Islamic pottery, London, 1926).
(3) f*4ut Buidau IV P.339. On the 3aBHg of Ghadalr, ***

“irwulV/wg <« *llm «l- urtoa, pp.89-90 bf the Kngl.
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painting, tooth plain and oolour-chan~Ing, was wueh adrenced.
It “reeohed 1to highest artistic and technical achievement
la auMrr*.>2 Xn fut, Or* anre and Herafeid, sad to. idsard
believe that th« art of Xastro painting originated in koaopo-
taala ana thonoo spread to syrla, s.gypt and Persia.”™ The frag-
aaats round la the alto* of aaaarre oho* a old* range of changing
colour: goiden-lustre, doap rod Xastro. groan lastro, and ruby
lustres®* those from Rattcs sore of a drop brownish purple tons.9
luatred wares wor* deep or riot bowls, poar shaped.globular
or ovoid Tsseoi snail eups6 and ell lamps.? the lustre deco-
ration was usually m the shape of floral arabesques, floriated
ovals or medallions, kufls inscriptions,a sad occasional fl-
guros.9 ol »ii ,m, S
th* kesopotamlaa glased tiles (uaahaal) wor* of such high
quality that la 2MVB62 a conalgnoent of them was dispatched
from Baghdad to hairswan for the decoration of its mosque, where
the tiles can still be seen.”
1> Butler, p.39>
2,1 Xbld., p.37*

i, .noted in tutior, p.37) 33%
41 Butler, p.35.

8 1 eyt
id., pp.y-l).
1> Jahis-Busz:h., P- and p.37*
Ior, p.2*
9> -nil, p.127.
(10) wuaqtataf, 1932, P.459.
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IV. QXa—. olas» vii &*Bufaetured from a spools! kind of
sandstone.®* The /vraba inherited this Induatry but they deve-
loped it and increased the proportion of sandstone in its fabri-
cation, so that their glass is harder than th oman'type of

K |

1t.2
© ! . g :
Oups, vessels, bowls, oil-lamps and weights, were made of

*

glass. Olass, artistically painted was used for windows; the

. : : - 2 :
fixing material being gypsﬁm. Arabesques and [naorlptlons in

different eolours were paints or engraved on glass wares. The
colours usually used were golden; red (eopper); green (copper);
white (lead) and blue.* tutllnee of animals and human beings,
and even compositions of hunting soones figure on bowls.®

Iraqi glass was popular as far as Spain, where It was known
as Irage.oo Ibn Jubalr saw In the Ka'ba five lamps of Iraqi
glass with fine decorations.”

Baghdad excelled in glass sups and pots.7 Glass factories

(1) Jahis-Dalall, p.13.

I have utilised two works (in menuseript) which Sir. 3.
Bahjat kindly lent ms. The first 1s an essay he wrote about
the History of glass manufacture in hgyptjthesecond 1s a typed
copy of a thesis on the same subject iu na'at al-£ujaj n
klar) (Oalro 19ud) by Or. H. O. Barudl. Both suggest that

lass coins and weights were made in kgyptt the former are
1ight green, and the latter dark green.
3% Jahis-Bukh, p.37; Agbani SIX, p.17. _ _
4) Aghanl III, p.47. «bu Hu'as described a bowl with the fi-
gure of Klsra in the bottom and hunting scenes on the sides.
3) uhanlma e.o., p.572.
6) Il.Jubalr, p.Bl.
7) X.r., p.253.



existed at Basra : ..adlalyya (Between HarBa and daaarre)
and for some tlme at Samarra.”

Jtajaf was famous for Its crystal (lustra As crystal) of
which rings, soma varieties of lamps sat decorative utensils
were made. iwing to its associations with Najaf, this crystal
became known as Durr Kajaf (I.Ce the pearls of Hajaf).*

V# Tke Qoldsmith*s art developed with the great luxury of
the Caliphs. In addition to the usual ornament for ladles,a
utensils of gold and silver were made for the rich, artistically
deoorated with inscriptions” and sometimes bedecked with
pearls*” Iraki goldsmiths achieved great celebrity. Atravel-
ler caw in the palace of the Indian prince of Lahore Hgold and
*llver Teasels...of Irak wortnaanshlp.*

W/\ﬁ:)r._'Ca'l"iph, H*eturally led the my in luxury* On the .m
of hi. sttrrlags, Isa*nun had a ant spread woven of gold
threads.” Oold and silm r were even used for the decoration of
hallo.10 kuktadlr had 400 gold and silm r saddles in his
staBles. OM aast.rpleo. of the ago ms the faaous

Vayat v, Pp 8

Ya'auBI, p.264.

gdhsg%glt?afolf pl%%(Calro 1308).

Asahaha, 183 90.
ThaaliBi- IIiat p.73~4*

Tan.Il, 61, pp. 173-9.
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shalcra. "i.e. tree" after which the "Uhajara talace™ wm aur-
naffiad. 1t was a tree of gold and silver®* on its branches stoo
silver birds which whistled whan the wind blew. The weight
was $00*000 dirhams* and "it amused the Bysantine envoy more
than all the other things* which he saw* put together."”

VI# Blackemitha made iron windows* swords, coats of mall*
helmets, ohalrs* etc.2 They made geometrical instruments too.-*
Coppersmiths made pets of different slsee® vessels® jars® bronse
doors* hanging lamps* candlesticks, etc.** *Copper, braes*
bronse* iron* stool.eswere used for a bewildering variety of
objects.*s The decorative technique included engraving®* chisel
Ing* damascening, and inlay* embossed and solid reliefs* open
work, enamel and gilding.

Mosul was famous for making tubs* chains, Iren bows and

Jk

knives. ilarran was the centre for manufacturing astronomical

and mathematical Instruments of precision.7 of which the
astrolabe was the nost Important. Tha astrolabe usually mad.
of bronse or brass, is designed to measure the altitudes of ths

stars, moan or sun, and to determine various astronomical and

1 Ibid., p.52.

) Ghanlma, o.o0., p.573* Khatlb, p.55.
) Hsarl, 2uhr II, ]Io 057,

O [. Talfur, p.179 §.P.A.III, p .2472.
53 survey of Persian Art [II,p.2477.

,6 4aq., p. 145.

7 [.*.. p.132.
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topographical coordinates, without mathematical formulae or
calculations®*” Harraxil aoalaa ware also famous.2

Till* Carpsntwr was an important craft. Carpenters aid#
chairs, tables, doors and roofsi sometimes with fine decora-
tions especially of teakwood.” the pieces of wood were either
nailed or dore-tailed as well as polished so that the whole
looked like one piece*” Wooden cups manufactured at X>alr al-
Jamajim (near Kufa) were much In use.** Some musical instruments
were also fabricated of woodf expanaire lutes (*ud) were made
of ebony engrawed with ivory.” For the soldiers, carpenters
made arrows, bows, lances and machines of war*7

There was «ueh aotirlty in shipbuilding and boatbuilding
for the purposesof pleasure, travel and war* There were many
wharves in Ubulla.S Abu*l->*aaim mentions fourteen kinds of

0
boats in use at Baghdad circa Jk6/916; while baudisi enumerate
thirty-six kinds.10 Pleasure boats, such as the harrauae of
Amin were artistically shaped in the form of animals; lions,
elephants, hawks and giraffes*1
Survey of Persian Art XII, p.2530.
kaq,*, p. 145} Tan.VIII (re rint), 16*
16*3 Khaldun irolog™, pp. 342 3} Abu*l -,aaim, p*36| Khatib,
' o«o*i p.3V3*
ciutJBuldan I[I, p.652.

abu* 1-.<aaly, .55 andg .75.
X* Khaldun, o 0# *34
Ghanlna, o.0., p.5
nba'l-*aalB, p.107.

Ua«., pp. 51.2.
Obanlna, 0.0., p.562.
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V 11# Soap# oils and mental The role of aoap boiling muat
ba considered in connection with tha plana which batha held in
aoaial life * According to Khatlb's estimate the inhabitants of
Baghdad alone needed over 1,500,000 litres (rati) of aoap for
tha awe of tha id al-Pitr, tha need of eaeh individual on that
night amounting to one litre .1 Soap was produced in aolid
pieces, depilatory powder (nura) being sometimes used in ita
preparation. ?

In Baghdad there was a special quarter of aocap bollerc in
Karfch. T But the largest centre of aocoap works in the loth cen-
tury was in aaqqpu”

Production of scents asd rose water, and extraction of

oils from plants ana seed, were considerable both for medicine

6
and oosnetie purposes. Among the o il extracted were olive oil,
seasme o il,” almonds e ll, and castor o il. tlarr&n was ferous
X0 Iy
ftr it. oliv. oili Baghdad produced o il and aeaao. o il.
and had . epeolal market fbr perfumes. rufa and Baer, dla-

tilled the 1UM M of rose, wad the oelebrated eeeence of

1) Kh.tib, p.75.

2) U.albl’a 1, p.264.

3) Juhi.-Buthala*, p.223.

4) Khatlb, p.67»
M.4.» p.16/.
Ohanima, o.o. p.5do.
ba'alim al- .urba, p.228.

y U.aibi*a 1, p.169.
Ibid*1 X. p.160.
Abu'l-.a.im, p.123.
K.%., p.l6o» H-*A, p.138.
U.aibi*.. 1. p.264.
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1
violets™

IX* Taming and ahoe Industry! 'The Irakis paid Mich atten-
tion to shoes* V'ttsh&ha9 (4*325/936) mentions seven kinds of
elegant shoes of different colours, red, black, red-black and

2
fellow-black™ Shoemakers' shops "contained a bit of every kind
of leather®*’** Basra produced good shoes.** The speciality of
Baghdad were the darlsh (black leather) and the Luka’ (red
leather)* Per the purpose of tanning, pomegranate skins were
used* the craft of tanners stood very low in people’s estima-
tion, possibly on account of the bad smell associated with this
profession.7

X¢ Other products! ftine was produoedi the wines of *a-

A
trabbul enjoying a special reputation* fruits were preserved
either by drying them, as was the case with figs, raisins and
pomegranate seeds*% or hy putting them in honey and syrup as was
done with apples*0 Jasira was a great centre fbr dried fruits™* **
oaong other kinds of preserved fbod can be mentioned jerked meat
(*ad.ldi12 and cheese* The latter eame particularly from the
(1 lst. £*1531 L£*%*e» p.128 and p.130* I.H. p.252* Usalbi’a
, P 149 «hen hu’tasim founded aamarrs he brought specia-
11sts in extractnlg oil from Kufa-Ya’qubi, p*264*
2) ivashsha’, p*125*
3) Tha* alﬂ)l Thlmur, p.193*
vt) HHA, p.139.
15J 1.F., p.253.
6) Jahis, Bukh., p.237.
7)  Abu 1-"asim, £ .3 and p.138*
Tan.IX, p. 174* H-A, p 138.
9% I)nnashql p. 34*
10) Tan* XX, p* 174*

11) fcauw* p*145*
12) Jahls, Bukh*, p*58.
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countryside of Uoaul.
To wind up, we should refer to the production end the

binding: of books. The copying of books was one of the side

branches of the booksellers' trade.§

1) Magq., p.l145.
é2) I. ?(haldun, o.c., p.352.
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&+ ilerghauta
1* Jareer ©f lbn al-Jaaaaa as a typical morohaate
XX* *yyeeof n.rdisntsi
1) ap»»»»d (Trowelling M IMua)

11) Khaaaan (Hoardor)
1ll) Halahhla (supplier)
ti* Credit

X* Kind* of erediti
1) iSafiiBttd
u) MJIMjmLiiiMk
111) i||ip|[CJHBUUIB
XX* Credit dealersi
1) yarrsfa"
11) Merehantsi landing to ©ooh otheri landing to other
people* doeiaaanta of borrowing.

H i) Complex oradltt need for guarantori the Jnhwll and

miuftala system.

IT) wuorchants’ credit dealing with the state*

D. haraeta (local)
X* Markets of Baghdad

XX* " " Baara
XXX* ¢ “  Mosul
V. "

V*Towns aa markets for surrounding countryside®
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2% exports

XX* Imports front Iran, Tranaoxiane* India* Tibet* China,
Syria* Arabian Peninsula* Yaaan* Kgypt* berth AfrleajL
nrtaeitiu®* K«a*

y. 1afauafik .aagwaan"MLgw

1* Pluvial transport

11* land oonaunieations! the postal service.

1*  Maritime trades
m)chips used
b) India - Ounatra
o) China ¢ teres
A) Had Sea - seat Africa
a) Colonies
XI* land tradel
a) Baghdad Xhurnsan Hoad, Samarkand# northern bransh tel
Khnearisa®* to dulgbar* ihosar®* Rue* eastern branah
tot China, Tibet* Trade withIndia*
rb) Trade with the south andthewestt Syria* Arabia*
horth Africa

a) Colonies

111* Currency sad international trade*
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I. Litemature on Trad*

The nunbsr of works on trad* fully testifies to th*
importance attashed to it, especially as compared with the
soantlness of literature on the other fields of ooonamlo life*
Jahis (d.255/669) was the first to treat the sehjeet at seas
length®* He composed a manual for aerohants called "altab al-
TabaasnrJB1'l Tilara* which opens with a statement on soma
general prinelples of ooneerolal activity and then deals with
gold* silver* Jewels* sweats® sloths* and some textiles* th*
Imports to Zrah and the varieties of hunting birds.1 Jahis
wrote also an "assay in praise of merchants and in blame of
state service."2 The keen eye of the versatile writer most
have recognised the rising stench of a new middle class.

x . The contempyrary geographers1 Ibn nhul}dudhblh* >«udaua* lhn
Rasta* Ya’dubl* lhn al-Paqlh, Has'udl* istakhrl* Ibn Hawkal*
haqdlsi and the author of the Hudad al-VOLam* all have sections
on th* commodities produced locally and the routes connecting
the trade centres.

*Abd al-kallk al-Thu*alibi (d.k29/1037) collected the
Wur'anle verses* the traditions and the proverbs concerning

merchants.3

(1) The book Was edited b%/ H"‘H"< Abd al- wahhab Uamadlhl* In
R*A.A. 111% 321-351 (Damascus, 1932).

2 ahls* Rasa [ No.6 Cairo, 192k* A.H.
gsz ha*allbit "khasa al-khase", p.7- copied by Uaqdlsl In

*Yawarlit", pp.27-31%
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,dhaibani wrote (oireu LOc/10v9) « special manual for Iraki
merc?ag’gs)shg‘wir}g tlhan how*v to «wad« Islami:: restrigwtio ns on oar-
jcain t‘ypee o»lf aalé,‘ of oninterest. 1t Via .a)haraotarla}tiicj) of
tha oenfliot batwaan tha now ooonomlo and aoalal foroee, and
tha athioa af tha aarlior and simpler ooKinunity.l

Ulnanhgj (Abu'l-Psdlj wrote2 his remarkable hook "al-Tahare
| | | Mahaaln al-Tiiara". whloh dealt In datail with tha oate-
goriae af goods, oossaerelal dealings and principles, merohanta
and thair alaaaaa, ate* The work haa a great importonoo fraai
the point of View of politiaal aoonomy*

There ware other aara apaaialiaad works, likes airuni’s
HJL\fk ft fri-tftHfffMJT* whioh after advancing
some economic principles deals mainly with precious stoness3
Jawhari's "Jewels and thair kinds" eostposad for tha Oalip Me*
tadidi and a hook on "The olassea af slaves" by an Egyptian
author, ate*, of which only tha first survived*

XI*  Some maxims and proverbs throw a side light on ooa-
moreial aotlvitiee* "To preserve aapital la a gain*" "Profits
are due to good luek*" These two sayings hint at tha hasarda
af trade* "Be who sells the article in demand 1s sosoosoful

in every market*" "everything la oheap when it 1a plantiful]

(1) "Kiﬂfab al-kakharly; wa'l-Hlyal" ad. by J.&ohaoht, Hanover,
1923

(2) The date of writing is uncertain® Laydan (Hist* of Arable
Lit* IX, p.23L? puts it in the tiuwaihid period* 33L-L47 A.H.
H .Bitter translated and analysed this book in "iiin araulaches
Kandbuoh der Handelswisoensohaft", Berlin 1916%*

3) 2d* 2* Arenkow, liaiderabad, 1333 A*H*(19J6 A*b.)

;11 Use Laydan, lliat* of Arab* hit.II, p*23h* kas, pp*l60-1«
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expensive when it |la scarce and needed.” "AIl goods that
multiply have low prices*u raflsot the principles of supply sad
demand. ™A merohant was asked* how did your wealth increase?
He answered! "I haws never said on ersdlt* X never refused a
profit, no matter how small it was* and never received a
dirham from an operation without engaging It in another opera-
tion.4 /ran this we may conclude that eredit was not quite
safe but that the advantages af an interrupted chain of invest-
ments were realised. "Good management Is half tha art of trade.*
The advantages of wholesale trade are alluded to la the sayings
“buy fog ;l/_ou,i.segf«wad for\t&e sake,?%.t]fg, %a%eit:}"ﬁ*;l“he spirit
of enterprise is reflected In the reoommsndatlont "If you do
not succeed in a trade, shift to another* if you do not flourish
in a land leave it for another.H

I1l], Among the footers favourable to the development of
oemeroe. one should mention the following!

1) The geogrephloal position of Mesopotamia mads it a
bridge between Persia. India. Central Asia and China on the one
hand* and Arabia. byrla. ftgypt and the West on the other. Thus
the inhabitants were predestined to beooraec active middlemen In
the trade exchange of the olvillsod world.2

El) Cadiz: TSbassur. pp.326-7# Tha'allbls Khsss. p.TC.
2) dee Cahls-Bukh.. p.39* Tan. f.XI. p.U.
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2) The state encouraged merchants directly and Indirectly.
By their luxury®* the Jaliph end hie officials raised tha demand
for foreign goods,x end norad Ibn Khaldun to oell the state
“the huge Market for merchants."2 x>ne oalipha were so faYoar-
able to merchants that they exempted then from certain duties®
and even made to than presents In oash. 3

. trr...,” 7., w2

3) The p011t1cal prestige of the country w1dened the

VE 9 % A k q 5 *i fj

eceepe of ite ecemerelal activities.*’

V.V) The Prsﬁfheg\;\h]lmself lerb%kthegbr,s%}t T8, caliphs* by w
their trading activities added to the prestige af merchants.®

Muslim traditions extolled merchants and trade. "Be merchants

beoause nine tenths of subsistence (rlan) come from trade."

Another Hadith gees still farther while it makes an honest

merchant rank with martyrs and righteous men.tJ

5) Tbs development of the credit system and the banking

institutions created a favourable atmosphere for ooamereial

t t ?
ransactions. ; JIW ' m t m*®gf* Vn? = ommw/t 4. V'V
Other factors and tendencies of the tlme hampered the

v

developatent of trade*

,1) having was looked upon with contempt* and economy was

identified with miserliness. Merchants were scoffed at for

See Baydan X* pp.67-71* pp.dQ-k.
xS jrrolegcKiens, p.239.
*‘Syﬂ Iathlaboé§hed eaoteos on Chinese goods.

history p
Consider the 8bjS|on of Xbn j‘edlan to Bulgar (921-2 A.D))

Jahls Bukh
BaquS|-Yawaglt* p-27| see alset TOI’I‘Gy* The Commercial

Theological Terns ia the loran* esp. PP. 2-3.
(7) See “Banking.” credit w ill be explained later in the

e chapter.

See Ya'qubl*

*il,



amassing riches "oat of liabbsa. rJ.retB* danaas. quarters and
helves of dirhams*u3> Die poet Ibn ai-uumi remarked ssresfet*
loaUr, "what have merchant» to do with generosity? Their
essence is the love of rirsta.*2 A merchant protested by
saying that "no one i1s called s miser unless he is rich,"3 but
this protest is but another indication of the morel attitude of
the majority of people towards the aoeemulation of capital*®

2) Socially, merchants stood lower than the nobility*”
The noble families in general kept aloof from commercial deal*
ings. ahen Y&hye the iaarcmhid wanted to engage in trade* a
mereheat ad-monished him by sayings "You are a noble man*«* and
oamueroe 1S not an occupation to befit you*"” fhe famous wasir
Ibn al«%ayyat (huh b.'abd al-ualik; used to sayi "The i“of the
«y raised me from the degradation tehui> af ooesaerce to the
honour of the va*irate#the wé&slr Ibn al“urat described the
groat merohant of the 1o0th century Ibn al-sTaaaaa as %hn
uncultured commoner** ireallam 1)»7

Hovmr, this attitude ahouid not be unduly exaggerated*
The nausea honoured merchants, and even the nobility had to

humour theta for their wealth®***

- 1 " "Emc. o m— W i— — mn a =— mm—. = »im m line

(11 Jahl*~hufch#t p#214t#
,2) Magqdiei-Yawaaitf p#27 and p#31#
3 PUdfttdt p~o9”
I* flxaiduA, prolegomena, p#331*
i1) Jahohiyari, p# 166#
(6; The'alibi# *b«usa, p#3#
7) ranufchi 1% p#263#
; Pimeh”™i# p.61 pp#l»7 and 66# Tarwl, pp#16*22#
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3) Islam forbad* "ribat.1 which first meant "th*
increment on loans* and than "any unjustified Incre&ent, for
whloh no compensation Is given."2 <># jurists oondamned th*
usage of tha suftaja booaus* th* sender, r«gard*d as th*
oreditor, gets th* benefit of avoiding the cost of transport.3
Even delayed payments wore admitted only in oases of difficulty A
Z/n spite of th* divergences among the jurists, the prevail**
lag view was that riba applies only to money and foodstuffs*
On* "must not grant credit for profit"* and "foodstuffs sunt
b* delivered and aoo*pt*d simultaneously with the oontraot."5
The prohibition of alba would have prevented the develop-
ment of banking and credlt had it not been evaded by two means™
flrst tha ba;kers anzd money ehange‘l‘;lmﬂxvfe;e sutlrilé 1*1‘011h Mushms*
Secondly, as th* sooial relations and needs grew more eon-
plieated, the jurists tried to devise some legal way out of th*
difficulty®* In his book "Kltab al-'akhari] wa*l Klyal"
Shaibani praotieally legalised the sale af goods unseen, delay
in payment,transfer of debts, reduction «f the amount of debts

for early paymenta, payments by instalments, and above all the

(1) The prohibition is erphatlo* ".Olah has*.forbidden riba.*e
Allah abolishes riba." qur'an aura II, verse®* 273-00*

(2)1, art kiba, III, p*1HO9*

(3) %i“e on auftaja tﬁe chapter on "Banking*" Bee also £*X,

ill, pp.1150.

(I) qur’an, aura IV, v 1611 "If anyone is in diffioulty, let
there be delay, till he ia able to pay* but it 1s better
for you to remit 1t, 1f ye be wise*

(3) wua'alin al~»urb&, p 60, gives details taken from Ohasali m
Thya* 11, pp.63-1.
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taking of interest. TO legalise Internet, a "oradlt sale"
(bay* alVina) was devised! If B wanted to borrow tram a at
an interest, he eold a none fictitious goods for a an equal
to the loan* which son ha received iwedlataly. Than A would
resell the earn goods to B for a sos equal to tha lean he
advanced and the interest ha demanded! tha whole to be paid at
a later data by B* Thus a received an interact on bin money.l

k) The hoarding of foodstuffs in expectation of the tine
of scarcity was legally forbidden.2 But this restriction was
often ignored, and ‘regrating®* finaiec) played an important
part in ooansraiai activities.”

It is noteworthy that monopoly, though not forbidden, was
not familiar in Irak. An approach to 1t was the "Daman* (i.e.
farming out), dull speaks of a man who controlled the river
traffic between Baghdad and Basra in ytk/*ko,I' state monopolies
were non-existent, except for the weaving of apodal textiles
(Tires) for the caliph.5 Adud al-Dswla instituted tha only
recorded sawi-taonopoly for the production of silk doth (<*ass)

and ice.6

(1) choibani, pp.6-7. Be suggests other methods, but this 1is
the moot important* see lahisi Bukh, p.216, asp. not 5.

12)  &ft* ftl—,ur!>tte pp #66—7 a

(3) ufe eclipse X, pp.73-5! uaqrlsi attributes a number of
famines in E(%ypt grlmarlly to hoarding - Xghatha, pp.16-11,

cap. p.17 and'p.2b.

Uttll, p.2b6#

Bee tg{ydan X, p.12k ff.

HA IX, ptl6H

~——
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B. fcorohRntB

Though merchants traded in good* of mass consumption
their main trade wee in articles of luxury like carpets, jewels,
elaves, ate*]1 Their ohief auetoners were the officials and
the wall-to-do, and much of their gains depended on politioal
issues, |

The career of a typical merohant of this period, will he
best illustrated by the story of the famous lhn al-Jassas.

lhn al-Jassas was an Iraki jeweller who wentto Pustat (n.
CairoJ in the time of Khumarawaih (0<$3-69b). Having had sane
deals with this prince, he won his favour and was appointed hy
him his sole furnisher.® Aooordlng te his own account, his
rise began when one day a stewardess brought him a neoklaee
consisting of 2u, gams, which he valued at a thousand dinars
ecaoh. The stewardess asked him to reduce those gems in slue so
as to ho used on dolls, "straightway" he said, "Z collected
the dealers pnd purchased as many gems as 1 could...i bought la
all two hundred gems which coat me,..less than 106,000 dirhams,
whereas X had acquired 20u,00u dinars." Be then continued for
a time i1a the prince’s employment and aansasd enormous riohes.3
(1) The eontente of Jahla "Tabaseur" and Dimashqgh's "Ishare" -

show this.
?361)i I:l?irél'.l’X?pp.S:GZ‘léf).-l. Thepst01r¥7is given with seem variations

in fawat al—tafayat X, p -6. Here eaoh gem is valued
at 1 ,000 dinars and the total at 200400040004 dinars, though

200x100,000 = 20,000,600,
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In 281/895 Khumaruwalh gave hia daughter's hand to the Caliph

lhn al-Caseas to supply ths dowry and
*;;ootapany tﬁe &bdrlcie to Bagﬂ(i_aﬂé*# This oacunleslc/);.;/ooo brought >*
him imnise riches.

Frau §95 to 927 A*D. 1lhn al-craaeca™* transferred his oantre
to Baghdad* where he gained additional prestige and wealth*
Things went on smoothly until In 296/906 ha was punished by a
confiscation for giving refuge to the pretender ibn al-iu’teas.2
At this occasion®* aooordlng to his own estlmota he lost 2u
million dinars# the mount quoted by the historians varies
betvoan A,coo,cuo3 end lé.,uuonooc dinersit* while the waslr Xbn
al-1'urat evaluates the total in oash and goods at 1GCQC,0CO
dinars,-* And yet* aooordlng to Xbn al-Jaseaa®™ own ealeulation*
he still remained in possession of 1*880%900 dinaro.*1

3y 311/923 Ibn d-Oasaas had recovered his wealth sad
Influence* The waslr Xbn al~Purat feared him and sought his
ruin®* but Ibn al-Jaseaa was too shrewd, no paid the waslr a -
secref visit and threatened him that if he did not aeoept a
coapromlae by the morning of the following day* be would trans-

fer to the treasury two million dinars gold and silver* and then

ash the caliph to appoint a new waslr who "would think of ms as

13 Tan* X* p- 26
2) Fswat* 1 177# Tan* 1* p.16# .clipae 1* pp.5-6.
L3k) 1ollpse X p35*

Jaw at q2 oting Xbn al-dawsi) p.177.
Sabi* 23# of. Eclipse X* p.239.

Tan. X* pp* 16-7*

~_~~
O\H
\,.\_/

-fl
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his lord and benefactor, and ba guided entirely by my sdvloe**
V>* o oyevt *5 "si o» v'm 7 \-V 'fv-* >H5IWv ', *m*.> 5SEt- "oy <mtf ¥R <*iL R ® ~

Being aaked about tha alternative* Xbn al-dJdasaaa Mid to lbn

.ttt Tevooetvod ?

al-yurotj “Swear lii cdlatoly... that you w ill be on my aide.«-*

In anall natters and great* that you win not reduoe any pay-

ment® due to me nor alter any of my contractu - nor otherwise
Injure ay Interests, but w ill on the contrary promote then and
ay good repute,” un hie part* lbn aWaasas had to take an

oath that he would be loyal* obedient and helpful to the wasliIr*
The following day* the waair "ordered lettore to be aant to the
provincial finanse. alnlelers bidding than t-reat my (1.J 's)
agents with, rospeet and look after my goods and estates* Ilie

also ordered th® olarka of the bureauto removeall Instructions

which they had introduced tending to the alteration of ny

Vdva&- - — ¢ AV u Vv vik.vS T -ev*"*

receipts and theincrease of my charges. was to be treated
aooording to th« original practice.”1 Thus the power of filnsaoe
eould subdue the waslr, and a merchant could even influence She
policy of state™* This was probably the last masterstroke of
Xbn al-Jassas™* before ha died in 31V 927.2

This story suggests that!

1) xbn al-JasMS dealt only with articles of luxury like
\%

jewels and furniture™

2) He was unknown till he established his relations with

khomarawalh* and the Sbbasid Caliphs at Baghdad* Consequently

u) Tan. l,pp.-18-22.
(2) yawat 1* p .176.



his but ouetoners belonged to th< highest official world*
N 3) At tines, his profits were enormous epd o_%t,*gf pro-
portion to his outlay.

K)fie kept e large amount of his enoxsuus oapitel In
oosh.1

3) His wealth gave hist eaoh prestige ms to frighten the
wemlr himself, yet his position woo Inseoaro mud his property
liable to Ooaflseatlon*

Merchants were the greet eapitslists of this oentary* A
shopkeeper in western amghdmd had goods worth 200,000 diners In
his shop alone** The wealth of ¢ i1asrlon merohant amounted to
twenty million dinars.” a baghdedl merohant hod 60,000 diners
burled In s woll*#

DImoshqll distinguishes three types of merchantst

1) ei-oairfcaA (1it. th#"courrier®, trowelling salesmen)
or the merohant trading with different countries. He usually
keeps s list of the prloes of all goods In the country to whlah
he Intends to take goods, end another Hot of the tolls payable
In different countries® before buying a commodity he oonaidars
its prloe, adds to it the expenses and tolls to bo paid till
It reeohes its destiny, and then oompareo the result with the

(1) null (quoted In icllpee 2, p.35 note 1) reports that when
Ibn sl-Jasesa was confiscated in 296/ 906, one million

dinars were found in green jars burled in hie house.
(2) Tan* X,Vg*l61*
(31 fayd&R
W  Ton. vzii, p.57. car. limahqi, p.V7.
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prloe in hi* first list* thus tasking stirs of his profits*],

11) MdUM M ft {lit*"tha hoarder
buy t ecssoodity when i1t Is abundant* tha sailors tumorous®* sad
the demand for it comparatively low. Than ho waits till tha
conditions are reversed, 1*o* till tha ecnonedlty bassess soaroe*
owing to tha difficulty or high cost of transport®* or to tho
rise of destand* Tha Thosaan mist possess a special knowledge
of tha amount of goods produeod and brought to tha market* of
thair prioos and tha conditions of transport, lie need not
travel* hut must bo kept wall informed*?

Taaukhl quotas an anoodota throwing light on this olass of
merchants and thair oosHoerolal dealings. A Baghdadi merchant
saw a messenger earning from Hakka with letters to soma nerohanta*
Ho got hold of tho letters and found than "orsnmed with orders
to dealers to hold on any oil which they had and sail none* for
oi'lvwés getti?lg dear and séurc:-e*" no.'lsuiOdI;t(;ly summoned his .
agents and told them to borrow as much money as they could from
various sarrafs (bankers)* «hen evening oame* the agents had
purchased oil for 3000 dinars®* Then he told them to get store
funds* and to go os buying* How* dinars' worth oil was
purchased and owing to their demands the prloe rose by in
spite of this a new consignment® for another f*000 dinars* was
acquired®* until in the evening no oil to speak af was left in

g Dlmaehqi* p*51*

1
!2 filmashql* p.16.
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tha market. leanwhile, the other dealers had read their
eerrespondenoe end oacie to offer the merohant a prloe of ao;*
in sxeeee to what he paid. After refusal the/ offered 30#,
and after a month 50 and 60 per oent, hut the merohant eas
adamant, only Mum the suggested profit reached 100 per sent
the merohant thought that it would be a mistake to esoape
eaoh a bounty and sold oil for 20,900 dinars.1

I11) al«.hu.iahhia [lit. "The supplier"j. This merohant
does not travel, but has agents at different plaoes to whan
he sends goods to sell and who in their turn buy goods and
send them to him* The agent must have oossteroial experience
of the goods he buyo or sells.* ciuoh an agcmt was called
SSXUk (representative), and the numerous references to ggULLd
show their role in the promotion of trade for they performed
the functions of the branches of modern oempanies,3

The olaaa called slinear (broker) was cassnlaecloned to buy
or sell goods.** The «»— mm(were well paldf a Baghdadi aisrjaar
used,_%(o get thQ&%_lﬂl};l\g_\S of di%r.s from a%.,ihurf/\.rvlv mer‘oAlvllia\ynt for
wham he sold goods at Baghdad during the pilgrimage season,?

lerohanta sometimes formed partnerships, or companies, of
;1) Tan. IX, pp.161-3.
2) himashqi, p*52| Shalbanl, p.11.
3) Tan,11, pp.1&1-31 Tan,/,X2, p»5# Jahahlyarl, p.320
S' Bhalbani, p*11.

1 Tan./ 11, p,11.



whloh three types are on record*

1) The 'loan partnership la which the capitals are combined
and all the partners work together and share galas sad losses
in proportion to their contributions*

2) The partnership of *atfawad& [lit* "negotiation"] la
whleb the partners agree to share the gala or loss of their
operations although they keep their capitals separate*

J) The partnership of the wo.iuh [1it* "dignitaries"J, 1ia
which one partner leads his prestige and good will* while the

other does the work.1

C. Oradlt

In their operations®* merchants depended a great deal oa
credit. Aooordlng to hlmash%i» thare were three general kinds
of creditt

a) feafiaiaks »'m hHaffICfiflft* *eee working with another
person's capital for a share la the profits* as defined hy
contract. The merohant was not bound to replace any loss to
tbs capital®*® as long as he did not go beyond the places agreed
mgen in the contracte Be paid only for his lodgings* while
travelling expenses were deducted from the general profit,2

b) or leading capital to he repaid at a

(1) Qhas&lii Thya 11, pp.63-6* Chas&ll considers the first
tvoft & the only one*
(2) [lliaaahti* p.fcQf 3hnibr.nl, pp.27-6* Ghnaali, Thya II, p.65*



defined future date*

e) imniirt panaijnmi or lending capital to be repaid by
Im lilm tir

Merchants borrowed money from the earrefs (money ohangers)
et an internet.® Tanukhi speaks of a Oaghdadl merohant who
borrowed 10,000 dinars from the aarrafs.3 Uoee merchants had
special brokers (naqld) to arrange each matters for then. A
merchimt from Ubulla, who needed money sent his n»nid to dasra
to borrow fOU dinars, whloh the naqld did.F

Merchants borrowed from enoh other as well. A certain
cloth merohant owed a Mlumber of traders In Baghdad" too6
dinars. But as hev dlsposed only of too dlnars his oreditors
agreed to his suggestion that he should open his shop and pay
his debts by Instalments, at the rate of hue a year, se as to
pay off In the course of tea years. This anecdote shews that
borrowing was quite common among merchants, as the debtor owed
4,000 dinars to "several traders"| and seoondly that the
necessity and utility of credit was fully appreciated sines the
merchants agreed to wait ten years before being paid In full.3

Sometimes, merchants dealt with their customers on a credit

basis. They aeoepted delayed payments for the sold goods.g A

tU Blaashql, p.tUf sitter, p.5

2) See if.a.l, p.i‘“h| Bali, p.2

1,31 Ibid. XI, pp.l6l~3.
fsn.F.11, p.112.

1,3) bee the anecdote In Tamukhl, XI, an 29, pp.1h9-50.

(6) X. -utalbB, ’Uyan X, p.25&«

d.
31.
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man died in Sun, owing 60,000 dirhams to a floor merchant
alone*1 'Thar also aotad aa money lenders. Ibn al-Rumi ooa-
plalnad of a merchant who oppressed people in oolleeting thair
deb-t>a.2y Tanakhl _s.pve%_r:llg,s_of.% man whp waa in financialstraita
because nerohanta did not land him money.3 The loans varied
from "thousands of dinars” to a fraction of a dinar.*

At MM places, credit dealers famed assoeiationa. «rahls
reports that ia Basra there waa a special circle of "credit
dealers” (aahab al-tna) who lent money at intereat.5

A special document called jgfcfc was drawn op when money
was borrowed or paid. It wee usually endorsed by Witnesses,6
and sealed with elay.7

Thera existed also more complicated forms of credit, some-
times, a borrower needed a guarantor who would pay in ease of
default.® Another method waa the Tahwil or "shifting” of debts
by which the clearing of aoeounts was effected, for example if
1} J&hls-Bukh*. p*21Q.

2) Kagqdiei-Yawagit, p.31.

}) Tan. JMI, p.5.
J»;hia--iukh., p.221, p.221.

?) Jahls-Bukh., [[}.218.

) I. wutaib«, 'Uyun (1929) X, p.293| shalbani, p.2u gives
the text of s*berruwing” aakfc and a "payment sakk. aee

also "Banking”, li*.

2ahla-Bokh., p.236.
111 ihalbani, pp.17-6.
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A owed B 10 UntM end 0 owed A 10 dinars, A could transfer
the account to C the* making 0 owe Aten dinarsT his waa
esay when A, B and C lived in the sans town, but more difficult
if they lived in different towns. To neet such cases, the
auft&ia (bill of exchange} system was applied. By means of
suftalas accounts could be settled between towns or oountrles,
without having to transport money or goods for the sake of
clearance.8

According to Abu ivkaja% "merohants drew auftalae for vast
sums on their oorrespondento”, end these auftalao were accepted
in other Independent Uuelia oountrles. Abu ahuja* suggesta that
they were accepted even in "the encountries."J

The credit system was usual in tho dealings between merchants
and the state. In times of crisis or delay in the oollaction
of taxes, the state relied on merchants for funds. Ubaidallsh
b. Suleiman (6.28V 900}, haslr of Uu'tadid, advised his son and
deputy to borrow from merchants in ease of nsed.” 'All b. *ica
also used to borrow from merchants.5 The fact that he instituted
a state bank dees not invalidate this point because the bankers

thnselvss vers aorohaats* and to sooe extent acted as interne-

diaries between the state and the other merchants The oaliph
(1) 1ibid., p.13.

(2} For details see chapter on hanking lie.

3y kolipae 11* pp.13&-9*

((A}) aabir,) p.166.pp

(56} Tan.VXIX, p.26.

( Ibid., pp.26-7.
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Hadl, beine in financial straits (in oomplalned that
he did not find in his tine such rioh nerohants as itba iM m u 1
My wham the sovereign is strengthened, or whom he approaches
in difficulties.” This statement does not Mean that the
Caliph oaasad to deal with merchants, bat unly that these
d«sJLin;;G were not os ample as before*

while borrowing, the minister usually offered a security®
*Ali b. 'tsa® practice was to offer revenue sufta.ins to be
cashed whan due.2 dometimes, the revenue of a province, or sane
taxes only, ware allocated.” itthe
or discontented, they refused to make advances to the state*
They refused oredit to Xbn ahirsad (932-V5M»3-5) who oppressed
and ooafiaented the property of some of them***

Merchants levied an interest froa the state on the money
they lent, or on the auftalas they discounted.* *Ali b* 'Isa
paid an interest of 1 dirham per dinar (» 1/15)»6 The governor

Kalwadh&ni borrowed (in 31'V231) 0 dinars et the same rat.7

£¥ haricots

Adescription of the markets of Mesopotamia serves two

1 6uli, p*le6.
2) Tan. VpI
S Sabl XHf dellpao 11, p.329#Tan. VIII, p.26.
k viu, pp.336- 7#  liitLl, pp.2>—. and p.264.
'$) b_ab1 p.lud.
IS1  .iftbip
|7> solipse Z, E .213# It is noteworthy that the interest is
not defined y time, but only by quantity. Thus 'All b. *Xsa
paid his interest monthly (Tan. ViXI, p.26# sabl. p.A3),
while no period 1s given for Ealwadhanl'a lean.



purposes! it 1llustrate®* the Importana* of comaeroe la the
economic U fa of the country* and it gives an Idea of the
geographic ?iglt\rlbutl/gﬁavgg tho m;)rre fl:urléhlng fnlrca;ntllig
M nm 1tttB 1
markets vara Integral and important parts of towns**
when the building of Baghdad (8th century) and oanarra (9th
century) was planned, markets received a great consideration#*
On granting ifshin lands for residential quarters in 3«uarraf
i& told him to build B* small market with shops for
merchantse45 *h©On kutawakkil (816-61 A#>#) built al-Ja“ariyya
north of asmarra, "he founded in every quarter a market#*o*
»e Vsrh.all no* descrlbé the markets of single townsi
Baghdad. a mooting ploee for raerehanta alnoo basaanian
times,5 was the a<mi;oro$al oentre of the Afebasid iOaplr*. its
geographical position made it the natural market for Internal
tra&kej the Tigris and tho Euphrates oonneoted it with the sea
routes in the tshoeuth and with amenia and -yria in tho north and
the west* whil</3*ghdod-&huraaaa highway rendered it a oentre
for rersi&n and Control Asian trade.” Cuoh a oooRieroial role
eooounto for its nnmeroa™ markets.
1 lies fcaeoignon, finoulte, P«A2»
g be* details in far%uhi*
, 3> Ya’aubl .259.
,1) Ibid,, p«g
5/

I* Jnwsit 1sana"lb, pPpP,7-6»
o,1 ifi ipp.257-0»
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Baghdad's "great market*',1 "the orodle or merchant*®,"2
was aW arah, two fupaakha long and one f&rsakh wide.3 1t had
Important markets on both aides of tho "karkh data" street#
large Barkers with all kinds of goods at the “Baare Oate”#"
aad other markets la the "hufcawKul Gate" atreat, whore ships
earning from the kuphrases unloaded*3 "inch elass of merchanta
and merchandise occupied a spools! street.*.; aaoh market waa
a block by itself.ioaong karkk's single markets wore: "the
fruit market t“tiu ai-mioti*h ,.7 "the cloth tierchants * laarket"
iiw alaiMimi&it"the food market" (boa el-Ta’am)#® "the
chemists' market* (baa a X -'"“ttarini"the money-chcnger®'
market* (bon al-uarrailn)* 1" "the eotton market"#11 and "the
bookaellera’ market' (uun al-oarraaln; which had (elroa 692)
over a hundred shops.12

The Harblyyu quarter was the centre Of foreign nerohants.
Its "oyrlan hate market” conalatad of a central market with
Ibid., p.£16
iﬁ)gl;'« u\lgll,llf).g'ltgp# wee let., p.61# 1.H. (B.O.A.) p.212.
ibi(cil., p.215.
li%ifﬁ%’l,pféﬁfénd p.216.

[hatlb, p.68# The'allbit Thimar, p.111. un the history
of this market see khatlb, p.22. ror maps, see he trange,
¢aithsIMd,

g% )I(* %aovglﬁl&},.?b(.)lﬁ9l.)y'27_6# Xa’qubi, pp.215-6.

U khatlb, p.jjo.
12# Xa'qubl, p.2k5.
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long side-streeta (DurubJ eech called after the town whose
inhabitants dwelt therein® Xt eontained "all kinds of goods*|
end lie inhebitants oa» fron Bolkh* ti*rv» the kuhnttal*
Bukhara, Xapeehab* istokhanj, the territory of K*bulsheh and
.khuwariaa* The natives of eaeh town had a leader (Ka'id) and
a chief (ra'ie).l1

The principal oasnereial quarter of Sastern Baghdad was
"Bah al-Taq" at the end of the eentral bridge*8 the
"Bridge square"* .two great markets branehed offi "dug al-tsakifa"
(shoe and leather makers* market) and the Sag al-Tib" in whieh
perfuses and flowers were eold*3 Beyond them lay "The r*ood
Markett (ana ai«“rayam) with the bakers* cad batchers' ehopet
"The Ooldsmiths* Market" (Baa al-flaaha). situated in a
magnificent building* and a market of booksellers*”

The cheep market van situated near the Mwkharram date* on
the aatatin eanal*f The BUQ Khud&ir, in whioh the
(tarolfj] of China were sold* stood near the Upper Bridge* *
finally in the Oreat Busafa market tuao ai-ausafa) all kinds

of goods were sold*'

To aom opt (1) in each trade merchants grouped together

1) Ta\;ubi, p.216 and p.218.

.a See Le etrange-aagMad, pp.176, 181, 216* 326.
3) Thid., pp.271-3%*

1) 1* Jawai, o*e.* p.261 Ya'‘ubi* p.233.

9) 1ihati'u, p,69%*

6) Ya'ubi* p.231.

7) Ibid.* p.233.



la apMlal markatsi (2) western Baghdad waa ocsmrolally nova
Important than tho eastern side* (5) Baghdad vaa tho eoranaralal
oapital of itesopotamia attracting goods froc all over the

Met,

gaara. next in osmmerelal Importance was Basra,

advantageously situated at a point marking the H alt hetween

the aea, the alluvial plains and the desegli;)tl it waa the gate
-m i

at Irak, the emporium of eecatera trade, and the meecting plaee

of oarsvane from the deeart 2
. ‘ s pVEe ib-* f ' “4A'“\"' g * 1

Za praise of the enterprlse and leva of adventures of
his countrymen, Jehis aeyst "There la no town on earth, within
men’s reahh, no vast desert and no oomer of land without a
llasrian.H3 similarly Ibn al-Pegth eulogises the Basrlansi
"Those who travel farthest in searah of gala are the Basrlaa
and the Hioyarite. Be, who penetrates Into the faraway

Jfarghana or iorooco sees there either of thao."*1
| G v b

The ooraaerelal fame of Basra waa auoh that IThn Hawkal
thought unnecessary to dwell on the subject.5 Oooda from all
over the Seat ware brought to it, so that It waa desoribed as

"the emporium of the Arabs."6 1t waa no oolnaldenea that the

(1) Baladhurl, Origins XX, p.6oi tlaqh p.117) Yaqut, Buldaa X,
p.336. Jahls thus characterises his native towns "Be who
oomos to...Basra sees.,.deer, hunters (and fishermen)* hears
the ohorus of sailors in a Shlp, and the hi V (ohant; of a
belc\idogln behind a samel - .fghanl, p.3i>3* The’a libit Thlmar,

, 4D

(2) B.AA. XXX p,30t. Xt was justly oailed "the eye of Xrak*

«, V\I/\ll« Irak was "the eye of the world." Tha'ahlbl,lat.p*102.
3) hl1B, >ualu, p.290.
l»r» p.31.
1 1.H. (<) p.23d.
Afghani, p.333.



first —nasi for merchants was written by one ofits natives*
_ A .
al Jahls’ (3(862)“ D« . m°m v miii
The centre of Basra's desert trade was ttl-inrbed," by
Its western sate* on the edge of the desert** Starting as a

oaael market ATt developed raprdly end passed through four

wtt

-./f«*- *\/-"'Sr" <& (*»»“r e[t - g
R g\v #17

suooesslwo stages. (1; by the end of the perlod of the
orthodox caliphs (W/660) It beesae a market for Bedouins,
where dates®™ camels* arm and the spoils of war wore sold*
(11) it expanded during tho Uswyysd period (till 137 719)and
waa vialted by tribesmen and townsmen for trade. Uoanwhlle it
beOHse a literary oentre whore poets®* Ufce Parasdak and Jarir
realted their pee—™* end where the tribes sent their delegations
to attend literary competitions. (i1ll) by the end of the 3rd
gsr}*tury,,,@*,H«/ 9th *.r>. al-ttqr*pad, became a . rgal b,ysj*hess o+
quarter, a pleasure reeert sad a eeeae of literary activities,
whe}r'e é‘rammarlans and philologists —t bedod‘fhe td/.questlon

then on their pure Arable barbed became S0 flourlshlng that

1t V&;p;SC as:” sd “the eye ofNBVaJ;ra (1v) The decllne began

In the 1th century A.H«/loth A.1>1>§\ and by the tine of foqut
(1228 lefts) it was an Isolated little teem lying in the desert

three miles west of hoars.5

n — m— sew " — rusmmm i o, .0, [ —m—Sew was
... éf) .322-3.
, ht) P 2361 Jaout* Uuldan XV* p.m .
: Afg ani* pp.357* Ya“ut, auldan* p.m .

W M»t P.11S# 1.H(hJ, P.237.
5) See details in Afghanl* pp.326-71 pp.356-6 * yaqut, Buldan*

IV* p.t-Bt* The Manamat of badt ol- .an (’Abdua ed. Beirut*
1889§) pp.59-do.



The oentre of Baare*a m« trad® m al-Ubullu* situated
on tho oanal of tho oobw bim *~ Xt possessed ninroaa hosoro
and oaravan-saraie.2 The Ubulla oanal waa always lined with
boots* Oroat suns wars spent onbui
the bonks of the canal so that at the low tide It should bo
possible to descend to tho level of tho water In order to load
and unload tho ships.3

Basra possessed also an Important shoep narkst**- According
to Haslri-Ahusraw, a "market" waa bold throe tinea dally at
throe different places in Basra* Xt was held at "Bug husa'a"
In tho doming*at "chug Uthman”* opposite Jbulla at midday* and
at "ang al-waddohln" intho evening*5

koaul. wuosul, too* waa a great commercial oentree Hero
tho trade r;)utes from Asarbaijan® Oy_’ria, Armenia and Irak N
converged*” Yagut calls 1t "the gate of Iraki the key to
Kharasaat and the starting point for Asartmijan*"” In time of
scarcity™® it waa a granary of wheat for Irak.®

Ibn Qewfcal who visited the town in 352969 reports that "of

all kinds of markets 11t had two* thArj)e or four* each of then
"l «. . .

(1) Bee the descrlptlon or its pros erlty in .LH., p.236.
(2) n-fch (transe)* p*213| Hagg {)

3) Ibid** p* k5» note

V) Krawr "aid b* 'Isa* p.27*

5; K-fch., p.236.

I. 11(k*) Up 215.
(7) Yagut uldan IV* p*683«
(8; hag*"< p*13d| adipee II* p*91*

- i . (R
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containing a hundred shops or nova.*1 kaqdiel praised its
mM ftetli which ware mostly covered, and Its assailant Inns
(fundanai.fl Among the markets of hosul, there was a “food
market" » « Shoemakers' market" (lag ai-,aaklfa}3
and a "aheap market" (:;a0 al-Ohanam)> finally In the large
open H««r« within its oaiU«» 1 M rttl waa held on “adnaadajra
W il hl-Arbatai. to whloh farmers came.5

r.ufn lay on the edge of the fertile plain and the desert.
It was an Important station on the pilgrim*a road, and a meet-
ing place sf caravans from the desert.* Ua”“ddlal has nothing
hat praise for Its marketsit had two oenmeroial aantreat
gksr al-kiak" and "al-ivunaaa". The former, situated on the
right bank of the kuphrates, began as a place where the spoils
of war were collected and sold, but gradually developed Into a
trade oentre. its markets were covered and extended from the
(M t) bridge to the centre of the town. Among their oecoplers
were sarrafs, slave dealers and cellars of animals.

kl-Kansas lay by the western gate of the town, sad was the

centre of trade with the Arabian peninsula. 1In one of Its

IS I.H, (k;,tAp.le).
a) Q. p.tle.
3> l.a. VEl)ii, p-d9.

*' f'reaor *11 b. 'lea. p.27.
Ua”.,, p.1$£. The eaatle stood on the affluent called ffahr

Zubalda. It had an Inn In eaoh cormer, see la l.Jubair,
P*235, a description of the central market In 1181 A.D.
[.A. 17k ff.; .udama, p.165*

7} kat., p.117.
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market*, "ttuo al-iaradhIn* camels, mule* and ahaep war* sold.l
The sheep market waa probably In thla quarter.2 In the seeond
half of the 10th century, al-kunaaa waa on the decline.3

ismarra had Its heyday in the 3rd A.H./9tta A.D. cent.,
when It waa the capitalf hut its merahanta were generally
Irakia and the business transacted in it waa mainly internal.”
In the 10th century Its commercial importance declined*s there-
fore Ya'qubl’a description of its markete is cut of date far
our period.”

In general every town was a market for the surrounding
countryside, a storehouse for Its produots, and a shopping centre
for ite needa. The country folk either visited ordinary markets,
or attended fairs regularly held at certain day*7. for example,
a suburb of Mosul (>UQ ai-*had> held fairs at definits periods,
when merchants, peasants and semi-nomad lords met to buy or

sell goods.®

S. lyrawtfi Ittttttlt
1. SxportBi The Hudud al-’Alsun (982 A.D.) this sums up

(1) Barraql, pp.123-6.
(2) Kramer, 'All b. 'Isa, p.27.

%()) ﬁ?H’*» P»117*
a’qubi, p.263.

15) kas'udl, VII, p.131.

<6) Ya'qubi, pp.*256-63.

7) Cf. tfsq., p.138.

8) I.K., 8.217. 3ee the description of a fair in 1. Jubalr,
pp.211-2,
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i the data of the earlier geographers on the exports of Xrakt
"Wots It oecoe dates which are exported everywhere, aa well as
various textiles and moist of the implements becoming kings*"1
la store detail, the looal produets of single towns were se
followsI>

". td«d» eotton stuffs and silk textiles, especially
kerohiefe, aprons and turbans, crystals turned en lathes; glass*
warsi and various oils, potions and electuaries™?2

haarai dates in large quantities; hhaa* olethj rose wateri
essence of violets, and henna-dye.”

tftmi®a. Bulli kerchiefs and turbans.”

itosuli curtains, nuauh (striped woollen fabrics) and other
textilaa;5 wheat and barley;* honey;? and ealt*&

1.afa* Ukase kerchiefs; dates; sad eesenoe of violets*”"

Wssltt IBADJM (tapestry woven carpets;, eurtains and
trouser-eorda* 10

Malaani eurtains, carpets, acts and ooshlona*11

naldi woollen overcoats (tayallsa;; linen fabrlos; thin

eurtains; ncpklns, and embroidered garments»12

(1) H*'A, folio 31a* bornetirseo, geographers make no distinc-
tion between products and exporta.

p.12b.

\91 sot .iso; ana p*iep*

2 ﬂ- A”_;fiiin 31.;’“\;:1 347%
. .

3 +1283 and pe1hSs
4 n-’,s. folto 318y 7o ]
g fabassur, 9‘»7ﬁlstrlct of koeul* ,ud., p*245* see

m;,. 1e1b5e 347
7) tha'aiibi, Thimar,, Peb” ()¢

ll;} iseq., p.129. o
U Jahlz o*o., p.346; The'alibi, Ist* p*I111*
12; 1aq., p.l1 4 fit'Jahls, o*o*, p.344.



llerrant cotton, honey, and assies™*

Nlalblm Ilead, soalee, drags and glass stone of good
<*tteli ty* *

Jaalrat dried fruits, and good horses*”

a2&k&2 reed-pens, oils and soup*”

* THIIIDT reed mete.3

hulwani condiments, and flgs.”

2* Imports

Jahls gives a detailed list of goods Imported Into IrsJt*?
is shall utilise his data with such additions as could be found
in the sources®* Iras Imported front

Irani carpets of all types, thin linen shirts, embroidered
and unembroidered garments, sill textiles, woollen overcoats
high fur oaps (“alanla), fruits (apples, peaches and raisins;,
fruit Juloa':ll, ;/((;_ss *at*%otign;:i,mjfsminﬁ?ivl? kohl, saffron,

turquoise and sugar.”

1) «aq., p.115. .
2> Jahiz, o.c., p.3fe6* Uaq., p.11*51 1.H. (3.0. p.H3| H-*A.

folio 32%*,.
13]  h*(j», p.1VS.
k) Ibgjd. P

ui HEVd folio 31%*,.
6> Jahiz, o.c., p.3W.
7) Jahla,Multab al-Tabaasurbi'l-fijara la H.A.A. XII, 1932,

(8) Jahiz, o.o,, pp.3U.-6juaq,., p.367.pp.112-3ITha'alibi,
rhiiaar, pp.126-6 and pp«13”-1] bats'if, pp.109-11| 1st.,
p.152, 190, 213}

Ahwaa supplied Ira*, with »oat of its needs for sugarj and
used to son* tho tfallph 30,000 ratio per annum aa part of
the ithoraj. Tha'alibt Shimar, p.!26) I.r*aq., pp.233-5.

i.k., p.153] of* Ju



Trmoixlatmi ootton nod o1l* fsbrloa, woollon olothm*
sable*1 minivers* fare of stepp™ foxes* Turkish slaves™ mm*
11*6 M m and awardsf and above all the Samarkand paper*l

Indiai spices* jewels, esp, ceylonese corundum* drugs,
camphor* ambergris, Indian aloes®* tiger aulas* elephants*
cocoa-nuts, tolvoted ootton cloth, bamboo and speelal kinds of
wood like ebony and white sandal*2

Tibet! mask of the best quality and purest scent

Malaccat vModah; tin.1 M

Chinai silk and silk textiles®™ dibal* porcelain®* female
slaves®* eunuchs* musk* aloes of champs* cinm&on* saddles* lubud
(saddle-cloth)* drugs* paper* ink* peacocks and looked

Ayrlai silk textiles™ cotton and cotton stuffs®™ aprons
(navaaigJ* olive oil* sugar* glass and glass wares* fruits
(apples™ olives and figs)#6

horses* camels* tanned leather* shoes*

(1) dahis* o,0«™ pp»3*Mj| wa% _/p#321 6* Leta'if* p.126 ff#
Barthold (Tur estan * 26-7f "~arwasi* p*lo«

(2) Jahiz* o,0», p«3ku }1)«331| [* khurdadhbih* pp»7t-11 The
'alibi* Thimar,> 23 Blruri* Jama“ir* pA*j; and p*k7|
Ya'qubi* pp*316 1 B-'A folio 5b| [I* Paqlh* p»251»

(3) .merwnai®* pp*2&-91 I« Fsqih* p*235>*  Abu'l-uasin* p«35«

(k) I* 1Utaanda kb1h>‘< pp*70-1,

. Jahis*0*C,* pt3M# Ya'qubi* p.367* 1. XhaadadKbih* p*7U
and p*133] !* faqih* p*251*
(6) uUaq.* pp.l60o—1*
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ostriches and "kana" (dotang usad for asking Innceaj.”

Tenant Yemeni gaments, brocades, ladles®* turbans [*aaalb)i
an expensive kind of aeibergrla, broeades (dibai). saffron, wars
(a yellow dye), frankincense* oorundun, coats of Balls, swords,
mules, donkeys and beads.2

Bgypt: the famous linen eloth shirts of various
kinds* woollen textlias* papyrus®* emeralds, balsam oil* mules*
and donkeys.”

torth /tfrioai “Lubud" (saddle eloth - 1up.k17j» garments
(gJUa1j*7001lon doth* oaraa (leaves of the salsm mimosa, used
as dye)* panthers®* castor * sables* male and female slaves®
swords* blaek falcons.”

1Jualni The best copper* mercery* (Bass)u cotton staffs
and female slaves.*

.omnanlat carpets® mats* thin floor rugs*.ourtalne* wool
or woollen doth* trouser-oords®* and maloa* saddles #*>

lium (Asia Minorji the edobrated Kami "Albai" brocades*
linen shirts® upper garments®* bysaos (baa.run)t carpets® and

trouser-oorde.'

«Jahiz, o.0., p.3111 J**>, p.115* _ .

¢ ¢ *Jahiz, o.c., p.3U* Tha'alibii Thimar, p.125* inta'if,
pe102# 1. Pzaqilﬁui p.232% dae., p.97¥ 1. hhurdadhbth, p.71.
1iee on tibai A.I* Dozy - Vetmaeata, d.113.

(3) Jahiz, o.c., p.312f Tha'alibi, lata'if, p«97* Thimar, pp.
V2uH* kag., _pﬁ).20>-4* x.Pnqih, p.252. According to Tbs'
alibi the Oaliehs had a preference for Egyptian moles and

5«hli?*Ojp.r'[e>3%m P.3Mi [.“taih, p.2521 iiaq., p.239%*
i 3
1te
(7) . = u

[.Faqih, p.252.



o ,tx,fluv1a4,i*00r;<aa10a1;,],9p,q,l;)*e'*s%c;lqw;c&g}]‘r oopivenignoe &%%.KP
oftea faeter than by land*3 The two great waterways in

MeaepotsBla, the Tigris and the Euphrates, connoted the
upper parts of the oountry with the Persian Oulf and linked
the different towns.2

The Tigris route la store frequently referred to than tho
Euphrates. Xt was navigable In Its uppemoet reaohee, ae
between Tall Pafan and -»sul.® free Mosul to Baghdad It was
used noraa11y|L and fron Baghdad to the iersian Uolf, ooaaaunloa*
tlons were easier as the Tigris grew wider, slower and the
natural obstaoles dwindled* then Baghdad was threatened by
the lamatlans in 312/9*7 "many inhabitants lined the bank
with boats to whioh they took their property and prepared to
sail to saalt "ok ‘ | , _—

The Tigris was used far military transport too. In 37S/
969 the Duwalhld waslr nhuwadhaehah took hie army fron Mosul
to Baghdad by boats*On Tho Bari&ls frequently used the river to
transport their troops*?

In 39V'1£*]3 the ruler of the Batiha sent an army in a

hundred boats against a rebel.3

I I

TanXX* An* 93* P.2tt5*
[.A., VIII, *ISX< Kcllpce XXI, p.176.
1 1.A* VIII, p*136
> Bellpae Hi, p.176,
7) of. x«k* VIII. P.123*
6) X.A. IX, p.126.

1) L.- vxi

23 Ya' ub1 53 [.Jawsi, l,;anaqib, p.6y fcaq., p.120*
3

1



In the opposite direction the Tigris was used as far as
Mosul. Above Tl1Jtrlt the stream grew strong, but people could
travel at a rate of 2 fnrsakhs dally.l1

In iaghdad Itself, boats were very much in use, in spite
| o_fl\th,‘te ej,x\}g__taaoe %f tl;lrgette4b*rit£1gqrs. "The pefoplgg w(ga@dq%\ v
move about and oross (the river 1in boats.”2 un the eve of
the 1ivth century, Baghdad had 3o0,0co beats, earning 9,QM>
dirhams daily.2

The fluvial route from Baghdad to Basra is described by
Ibn Busts. Bailing from Baghdad, boats followed the eastern
bank of the Tigris passing by Made*in, Hair al-'Akul, JarJarays,
Jabbul, Pan al-Julh to saalt. Thence they proceeded to
iiahrhln, al-ilawanit and al-Katr, the capital of the Batlha
region. .Here, the river divided into three streams* tho loads
were tranferred into M ailer boats which passed to the Batlha,
where they followed alleys between the reeds until they reached
a large patch of olear water, called al-Hawl* rhenoe thay
sailed to 1iadhawardf and through the Abu'lapsed oanal and the
Mind Tigris reached the mouth of the Ua'kll canal which they
followed down to ijasreA Maqdlsl points out that water courses
after tiasit were shallow, so that tho boats used there were

snail and flat bottomed” these beats were propelled with long

(1) bull, pp.122-3.
12) I»Jawsii Uanagib, p.24.

MC
gk; lepyo, pp.lttk—J 1. Khurdedhbih, p.59»
5) »m., p.l12k.



poles,” end wars probably similar to the which arc
*till used in tho marsh region*
On tho Euphrates, boats sailed upstream to Kakka,2 but on
the major part of Its course, the river must havo been used
.chiefly down stream*"
Wt {&wcia?s >'t0-§>“ werez}dhskedfvgf W22 12%&@5110@ <vr\/£%‘ Teya  rgn Vb
Kahravnn was navigated even by largo boats** Ships coming by

the Euphrates sailed in tho 'Xaa oanal to al»Kuhawwal gl farsagh

AT myl oy , & pA AN TV A % RN
seat of baghdadJ where tholr cargoon waore transferre 1nto ,
&/ £ eV KPS ™ wFr

small boats to enable tha to follow the Qarat oanal (a branch

of Ruhr 'Isa; to Baghdad.3 This waa th* way followed by the

interpational merchants whog Tbn Khyrdadhblh opllaMadaalfo™"”
Zn 31V9~7 'all b* 'Zaa sent youboat:

Euphrates by this way* The Nil oanal similarly oonneotod the
Tigris and Euphrates In bower Xrak."

At certaln places along this waterway, guards were statloned

* v W SrPy® Et 1t N - SJE>~AnT 1 e LE W t -.zj's

and tolls Oolleoted\ such was the oaa« at Nawanit*” On the
heigits between the waterways of the aatlha, sentry houses were

built of reeda in order to ensure the safety of eaamunloatlona**

(1 let., P;’:ZS}‘«2| Z.H., p.236.
12
§3 Tan* XX, p*2&3< 1* Jawspi-kana”b, p*6*
U Xa'uubl, p.269. A
(5) Cf. yaqut Buldan 1V, p.t>32| 1*H*(B), p.1o6» J.k.a.3. 1693,
A\

p.11 5) AN Tauubl p.250.
X Ahur adbbih, p*131*

)
(7; %ubl p.381.
16/ 1* 161-3*
(9) Ibld*, p*163*

G
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2. Communications by land «er< rendered m y by the fla
ness of tbs oountry. Baghdad was the starting paint of five
major routes to all parts of the country*

a), sastwards to Kulwan* then to Persia and Central asisf

b). mnorthward to Mosul and the Jaslraf

oj* southward to aaelt and nssraf

d). south-eastward to kufa and ultlamtely to HIJasf

ej* westward to gakkit* then to »yrla and >*gypt.

Mosul and Basra also stood at important crossways*1i

The roede were built and Maintained by the government*
mhen the latter was firo, the security of ooomunloatlone was
ensured* and no tolls were levied on nrreheats or travellers®
In his decree of investiture to *bu Taghlib (in 366/ 976) But!’
ordered him Ho guard roads with horsemen™® to wateh over then
day and night*..to accompany caravans...to protect life and
property*eeend levy no fees on travellers®* so that roads be

'R
Bonds were under the supervision of the postmaster general

saff(:,* eoersefoe profitable and *1yivelihood good. "2

taahlb blwan al-Barldi who was supposed to know them well.3
Per postal servlees®* sash read was divided into stations <«ik»k)

with relays of mules and riders situated at eaeh g fareakhs.4

The poet "functioned for the *Abbssid Caliphs",5 and
— — HI ... 15 RO | — e

11) This 1s taken from ibn Khurdadhbih*
2) dabi Letters* gp.13lé*
3)  s«ud** p£.161-5 ,
16) uso** p*66« 1huwarioal (V), p.63.
(5; Masudi* VI, p.263*




beside imping op official eaemoaloations served also far tba
purposes ofinttqlligence.l Xttrgrﬂ;smitFe‘d not only lottere
bat goods as wall, Pa*man owed to gat’;zvafer-aalons from
Uuuulan by post*2 in orgeat oases the poat served even for
the jnveyanee of passeagere.3 A aaaaongor of 'Adud al-lawla
hired a oaael in the peat caravan aa his way fro* Mosul to
Baghdad.®
Horses, nulea, and more frequently eaaols, ware aaod in the
postal aerwioal3 fast eaaela were especially desired.” a single
poat relay oonaisted of 1 to to riders.7 Zg the Buwaihid p>eriod,
tiuiss sl-iswla introdnoad express messengers (su'ati. of whoa
two distinguished themselves by their great speed, each of than
doing aero than thirty fersshhs between sunrise and sunset.8
The quickest news service was by oarrior-pigeons. it was
utilised by the goveranent, and occasionally by nerohants.9
!2133 See taf/i%an, X. pp.lfl&-1349.ti.X, art. "Barid."

Tha'alibi, lets'if, p,
ii aalhaql, p.K891 1* Taifur, p.3"3.

k) ollpae xxx. p.63.
5} (.ad., pp.161-5| Tan. VIII, p.65.
g) wi# I'At{ VXIX. p.Uc.
Zﬂ}z Bsydan, 1, p.112.
- »ea, P.508I X.A. vxxx, p.125.
9) wee details in ties, PP.5"3-1# be Seejet tienoirs...
Gemathes p.2» 7* wuabbaghi la Goloafee messagtre. Paris

. 16wS.
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®* tateilsM tu b Hau
*e  Mwlttow Trnflt

The great in highway used toy the Arab* was the
Mediterranean the Bed Sea and the Indian coean. s m Il ships
were need foreeaatal navigation* and large smMs for the open

sea*1 The planks of the Mediterranean ships were nailed# those

of the Red sea and Indian Oeean ships ware atltehed with the

4 W * -~V >

oords of ooeoa husk* after being perforated with stakes of pain

wood and saturated with fat and <Ie_ll* " »
vy 7 e S SO L N A R A S T
The ships ef Basra were white* as they were plastered with
fat and licw.3 the ships whleh sailed to China were "very
large" and high out of the water.** In the 11th century they
carried several hundred nan* "and stored on beard a year's
supply ef grain.m* Per repair work these ships had black slaves
who ooold dive with their eyes open.
Among the sailors ef the Indian coean* there were Irakis*™
bat the majority oasis fron iraf and wnaxu® Sailors and
nerohants had™"obarts and s ailing directories which they followed

with laplleit confidence.Hadi Hasan aaintalaa that these

direotoriee were of Persian origin* bat all we ean say is that

[.R. p.196*

1 Hails were not need for fear that the oeean night attaek
then or that aagnat noantains weald attract then. The ell
was to nake the wood pliable* thus ensuring a safer navlga*
tlon where.eddies were found, deei X.Jubair* pp.7u-1. P .312#

,h)  Uhau Ju-kua* p.%# Coe H. Hasan* p.97.
) chan Ju-koa* p.33.

Ibid.* pi31-2.
Ms*., p.1«* 79. 92* 96# wuasadl* 1* 301-2# III* p.6.
Msg.* p.lc.



the neutioal t«mtiwiso ef the >nba U B tilni > filr amber
of HM ia words.1

The M ayin wu set lawn in the 1uth oentury. wunilors
‘'etdewed by the atm* the moon end the it«ra| they need oarrier-
pigeons8 and above sighting birds to beep their eeitvee and sent
neeeagesiend relied on the regularity ef the moneooae*” The
Indian ucoan wee navigable la winter only,l, and an expedition
to uhlaa teak uaeolly two years.5

.h n Basra started two soa-routesi the one to India and
Ohinai the other* round Arabia to the Bed baa and seat Afriea*
An the eatronae to the part of naara waa shallow™ lighthouses

were oonstrueted to guide ships to steer olear of the abnllew

plnoes.*
1>* tan trade with India waa active bananaa of its near-
r < ' \% r.d. 1w T, 1 - . of
ness. .-one Indian prlnoee like the Ballahra (vallabhe-reja) ef

the western oeast*7 and the Baja of AaaolJ* eneouraged aosnaree
witt the Arabs. The great esasaerolal eentrea werei Baikal*
a aea pert twenty fear nllee to the awtbewt ef modem Tatta*”

aaaaam an the river Sind* and Maltan® At Baikal* the Arabs

(1) K. nssean* pp.127-31| aea .'errand* fear, AS.* 1923* pp.357

: «* 192k* PP*193 ft.

(2) Pigeon-eerriers were used by sa1lers slnoe tine i1ananerlal.
bee Sabbagh* pp.35-6.

3) frhan-f-1-ffiT}; p«2d* 8* Mason* p .m .

i1 X.B.* p,-.067.

5) Uarwaar* p.83.

S; The llghthouses were in the form of small hats* oreetod on
pslm-troe trunks* fifty feet above aea level. People were
stationed thereon to keep a fire lighted at night. 1st.*

%W ttB urfr*fe1k WD F1IW 4 #]i Yk ox "ok R
0 uarwaal p.t?7# H-A* 239 of* -uloynan* p.kd.
(gd ;;eyd* p 3k| U.K.af Ind.1ll* P*2.
Vaaudl }P .376. Mansera was a few nllea north-east ef aah-

manabad, 0 . of lad. I11* p.8



exchanged goods with merchants who brought sogtwdltiM fron
tho Interior end tho neighbouring towns*1 Uultan was an
important seatre for trading with the interior beesuse it waa
slotted by erowds of pilgrims**

Jterohante traded with Oeyleni they bought from it precious
atones (sap™® oorundtn) end spiees, and took to it many artieiea
InolMdlng Iraki wine.” Between India and China the A nts
serried on a busy traffic with Sonatra, especially with the
porta of loaobri and Barus,” bat the trade was in danger fron
the Indian pirates who were larking an tho way.5

On tho way to uhina, tho ships sailing from Basra6 passed
Masqat, Daibul, tuilon (Xolaa hall)# then around India and
serosa the Bay of Bengal to hsagSbalos (an island of the Hieebar
group), to Kalshbar (Keda in Balaooa)# then to the Isle ef
Tiuns (Sinatra), to hundranj (on the delta ef the Uokong), to
sanf (uaribodla), to oundur«rulat (Paul© Condors)f then through
the sea ef Chinn to hufln (Laaypin in Tongking), and finally
to Khanfu (Canton), "the great pert*"?

gl csaudi I, p.2u7, 239* let*, p.20.

2 daaurtl 1, p*375# 1*8* p.32-] I1*a*,p.135# Uarwaai, p.W.
13 1* 1Jiurcladhbih, p.67*

s B* Hasan, p*101*

(5) .iuleynan, p*37*

uu 0§o isFas Arvasl*® PD*21«*2«

(7) AQPK Buleyaan, p.10# I* *hurdadhblh,pp.62-7# Hasan, pp.115»
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During the 9th century, Arabian ships visited China,l sal
Chinese ships came to basra,2 But the civil war which raged la

China between 871 and 809 A*»., not only parallsed Chinese
trade for a tin*, but also drove foreign nerohants out of Canton
and 'fs'Baa-chou (Zsytan; to seek refuge at Kada on the west

coast ef the t'aiay peninsula.3 Zn Maaudi's tins (circa 532/9kk)
Bualla and uhlasee nerohants net at Keda to exchange goods.1
Thus Keda beoame "the Unit ef navigation."3 This Is supported
by the uerveilles do I'Inde", which reflects chiefly the state
of affairs In the luth century.* However, even during this
period, individuals penetrated late China proper*?

But direct contact with Canton and Ta'Oait-Chou was revived
before the end of the loth century.” The Chinese govermont
did their best to iasreecae foreign trade* sad seat a alssloa
abroad in order to Induce "the foreign traders of the south"

to ooae to China* and premised thorn special licences to Inport

goods, hater* it tooa neuaursB to regulate this tradet In 971

A i W-* VoS iy Ayt %-M.. r % a0 tC

A.13** the narltlne bureau of canton was reorganised™® and between

(1) Ya'qubl* p.56>-61 on the treatment of merchants in China
seel Chau Cu-&ua* pp.15-6* and p.9* wuarwasi* pp.22-3. ca
darly Arab-chineao relations aeet Yulei Cathay X* pp.69-92#
ujfettu, pp. 97-9.

2) Uasudl I* p£*3u2—7*

J) Chau fu-Kue 16# Masudl I* pp.372-7# Hasan®* p*lc5*

k) liasudi X, pp.307-8.

5 Yaqut* fluldan XXX* p.152-3* (Relating to 331/910# H-*A,

6

Mas* p.315%*
573 dee Masudl X* p*3cl# karwaal* p.155% :

Chau Ju- ua, pp.18-19. According to Hasan (p.lu6 ff.) on
the resumption of trade relatione with China* "the PSHM
(-eroastrlan Persians; were gene and the 'Ta-shl (I.e. Arabs)
were all in all**



976-83 A*D. the foreign trade vaa dealered a state monopoly,

in 999 A«D, bureaus for maritime trade were opened at Bang-Ohon

eitmy  ome . o <ail

and at dtng- Uhoa (present ng to) "At the request and for
the ecnvenlaaee of the foreign offlclals "1
Among the foreign nerohants visiting Chine* the Arabs

played a major role*2 and were veil reoalved by the Chinese

% ieo% * Tyotd [ e owy v _

geVernment*?
mTho artlelea imparted by Arab nerohants to China worst

ivory* frankincense, genuine olavonle amber* oaaphor* tortoise

shells* jade* and the uhatu which was "the most precious freight

N :
to C hj oy avT hﬁ}t Jt4ar1ff waa normalggwxi{;mwhnati,oQ*%asiionally t.lrl.e
rates were lower*5

Arab geographers refer to merohanta visiting Korea (alia

or ahila)*6 bat ussudlstates that no Iraklan merchants went
WITW 1L >5% r A ok s oy e A ox wm

VVooxy X 'R X r-rd . P ¥ -

there*?

11)* The eea route from aaera to the lied uea was navigable

at all seasons#* but 1t was 1nfested with p1rates amd for
o T a'wfiAWR#~t 'S S5 T PSR 7

protection ships carried soldlers* espec1a11y naphtha- throwers 9
The meet dangerous point on the way was uoqutra® the neat for

Indian pirates*10 Merchants visited the coast of Bast Africa

1) ttheu Ju-K.ua.PP*19~2L.
f1  Bason® p.lubff.* uhauJu Kua* p.32.

Mss* ppol9*4e
vh»u Ju-Aua* pp.1>6# 1*19#Barwas1 p«l7*
' pp*21-2 gives the minlmam rate at 100J* and the

(6) ~1. Ahardaittblh* p.70*.1 *R»**pp|9a-3|*hirunlt India I* pp*2lo-

,1) laa OIS/\I«p*3’\ct *

Ha 234 }BPIS»_
) kas udi 111, p.37# Hag** p.1V.
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dewn to Sufela (Meaaubiaaa), “the ltnlt of their navigation. WV
*hay looked for gold and slavesTho merchanta did not trust
tba negroes of cufala in onmaroial dealing®* till their ohlefa
offer themselves aa hoatagea®* "Than the raerobaate gave the
negroes the gooda they needed* and the negroes spread aver
mountains end deserts to find gold and to bring it to the ships."3

1l1)* To strengthen and expand their oaaneraial relations™
Arab nerohants established factories® shore they maintained
agents and kept stares®* Usually these factories were peopled
with unorthodox aaallna fleeing fron persecution®* and with
native oonverts* and ware administered by their own lodges
aceerdlng to Muslin law*”

in India* the Arabs had Important colonies. Maa'udi saw
(916 A*2>*) in the Calmer distrlet (modern Ohaol) a Muslin oolony
of about ten thousands* oompoeed of newsomere from Basra®* Baghdad*
ato.* as wall as ef individuals ef Arab parentage (payasire)
barn in the oouatry®* Brest nerohants resided aapng them.5 other
ooloniee existed in asne towns north of colour.®

Canton was the great oentre for Arab nerohants* among when

Iraki nerohants played a prominent role*? An Xalanio report

(1) kas'udi ziz* p.6| iarwasl* p.£i* In XV916 gas'udl saUed
from ianslbar* whose rulers were i’'usllns to unan* Maa'udi
111* p.31. *

2) R*A** p.165*

3) Birunit al-Jamahlr* p«239* .
Seat karwaai* p*17# maa'udi II* p.65 ff# Chau Jm-kua* p*l6#

i) Heyd* p.331 sec iadudl x* %%.362-3# caiman* p.3®.

7) Suleyman, pp.36-9# p*li>4# au Ju-K.ua, p*16, p*17# ahead
the early history of this ooleny seei Chau Jo-kue, p*19#
Hasan p*99*



(probably of the 9th oentury) refer® to aeett 'Alcalde who fled
from Utasyyad poreeeutlon aad settled by Canton* They learat
Chlnese aad acted as mrddlemen between the Chrnese government
and the foreign nerohants*1 ether Arab aettlnasata in China
were at Ts’fn-Chou and iteag-Chou** c¢n the road to China* Arab
eolenles were found In Beds* northern cunetre and the Kroobar L

U A12111#3

IX* AuAJEndft
The overland trade along the eastern rentes was oarrled with
Persia* Transoalan®* and eastern lurope# and along the southern
aad western routes w1th the Arab1an Pen1nsula>‘< byrl% sgypt and
berth Afrlea* ffawala were the pr1n01pa1 means of transpor#t#
jJUHIgH (swift canals) being used for fast travelling**
nerohants and travellers used "books of route*"* but BMP* often
they took guides®™ especially on hasardoue reads™ as across the
Syrian desert or in Central Aala*”

Trad* with Khurasan and Tranaoalanw waa serried along the
great historical "Khurasan Bead” which stretched fron Baghdad
to Ramadan “aawia* Bayy» Hlsabur®* Herv* Bukhara and aanaihand

Mere i1t bifurcated} the northern branch going to Khuwarian* and

the eastern to Mina* with Persia* trad* waa very aotlve® and

B — e " 1.

1 Msrwaal* p*17 and pp.66-7.
Chau dtt-kua* p*t6*

35 Ibid.* p*lo# Hasan®* p*1d.

Ik) Adipee XXX*IE) 2#  X*A* VIII* p*364# bellpas XX* p*30t*
(15 X* Khardodhblh* p.#7»» kolipe* III, p.6«3.
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fruits were lapmntil in great aouttUNi? Vioa versa* Ink
iam d not only as ¢ wuriukf bat ilto u * transit centra for

m u
ptnlt«™*

Khusarlna wan an Important outpost for nsrehaats®* trading
with tbs Turks of central Asia sad with eastern Europe* Mast of
tbs Slavonia sad Turkish slave®*, as vail as tbs Slavonic and
Sbaaarlan furs oasis vis ilmwarlttn.3 Caravans frost Ahuwarlan to
Bulghas and In tbs opposite direction war* continuous*~*

sane merchants visited Hulghar” via 1tll* either bp land *r
bp beats up the Volga* At Bulghar* tbsp paid a tax of ///Q sad
war®* wall resolved as the aulghars wars recent pusUm oonverts**
Ibn radian's report on his mlsalon to Bulghar (921-2 A*D.) is
curious as an Indication how religious propaganda was linked up
with Ssamerelal enterprise. Free Siulghnr cane fiusolsa and
Bulgharlon eoaaodltles,7 such asi sables* minivers, furs of the
atspp™ foxes® slaves™ swords* beaver furs®* high fur saps (qalanls),
honey* wax and flsh-glue.8

The Ahasars (between the caueasus and the Volga) war*
important middlemen between the USUJB oountrles and eastern

Europe* Their highway was the Volga and their only produet wg*

(1) bee "Imports*”
) Tan r*» II* p.ll*
123 X*fU"< and g 161-2.
Qadl* XX
capltal of he oltlulrsf a people of uncertain origin®* sans
of whan penetrated Into the oeatral oourse of the Volga. B*X*
* p.786 ff.
gI% Z*iU* pp* I W>—1*
7 aepd, p.61.

(8) hag** pp-324-3*



fivajh-glua, IU Ute other M m dittM bning imported to ttaa*”

la the territories between the Khasars and the Bulghar
lived a Pinnlah people oalled nurtaa (Uordvo) who alee exported
fora# their bleak foxea were superlative aad moat expanalwo*
Their trade vaa eerried via Khurasan**

Keforoncea to trade relations with the RUB3 are abundant,
dpsakiag of trading northernA whor. he eonaidara aa a "elaes of
dlava", Ibn Khordadhhih cays that the Bus m rehante sane by the
Dan* then crossed ovr te the Volga, which they rtsesmasd to the
Caspian dee* Proa the southern eeeat of the Caspian sea, they
dispatc*hed their goods on eanela to Baghdad where thegl poteed as
Uhriatiane and paid the Jigyn* They traded with beaver furs*
furs of black foxes aad swordsf aad employed olav servants to
Interprets for than*5 Zbn Muata who speaks of the Kusaiana
living around Bovgorod eaya that they traded with fore of heaver,
gray atoirral eta™, and with slaves®*6 Ibn nawaal adds that
/ueeian trade was always carried through the Khaaar territory,7
aad that kualin merohantu traded directly with iiubaya (Kiev)*6
53531 lwaudf, Tanbin pp.b2-3¢ Dioral X, p.11.

the tern "tuu"* ;*tfirst refers tothe Northmen aad than to
the foundawa of the prinaipallty of wulevp. art* bus. XV,

fieyd, pp.61-2.
I.l%hurdodhbih, p*13he

-1 1*H* p.115%
Ibn radian oat near Bulghar Buaalan aerehants, who were
carrying slaves and fore, on their way to the Caspian baa*
aeippel, 0-t*

(8) I*H«, p.392# 397# zat®, pp.225-8#  B*X*art BM* (X*H* adds
lead and nereury te Baaolan exports.)
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uarwasl Motion* the aitvonlt sober ooolng fra the Beltlo
region end exported by the Muslin* to Uhlw”

U rn amounts of Abbaeld eolne here been found la Russia
end around the Beltlo* The largest finds of silver eolne
sere la the region of the Great Baaslan U M (near Bovgorod
aad Pskov) In oeatral Russia and on the Volga (near Jaroslava*
VIBdInlr and xasan), on the northern section of the Dnieper
(Vitebsk); in the provisoes of the Beltlo and the Gulf of
Finland* aad finally In the Isle of Oothland (viabyl in the
Baltic)** The oldest of these oolaflade date book to the
beginning of the 11th oentury A*D| but the largest section
belongs to the period between the sad of the 9th aad the alddle
of the 19th oenturles* host of then are Bananld ooftas* with a
considerable adndxture of the Baghdad eurreaoy*3

Proa solaflnda one oonoludset first that the peoples of
Kastem Surope eagerly aoeepted Abbasld solas la their enansr"
elol dealings| secondly that tho first half of the 19th oentury
ass the heydayo/irade vIith eastern Korops* and finally that nest
of that trade «as sanded via Tronaanlana* with a strong partial*

patlon of Iraki trade*

(1) 'arwaxi, pp*16-7| see !>nsudl 11, pp.1>-6*
§2)) Heyrt* p*6 5ff* of* X*B* v¥st** p*226*
1 Bee details la Vaanor, pp’é3£—h31 Heyd, p.Jfi ff*



The oTorland trade with Chine wee negligible if net nil*
The journey wee tee long* end the roade leading to China were
often eloaed by the Chinese as a precautionary measure against
foreign penetration®™1 The seo-route was so raooh easier that
sens merchants earns from Samarkand to Basra* "and thence tech
the see-reute te China*"8

Ho Arab settlements are recorded along the overland route
to China* aad it is probable that whatever buslim .trade was
carrled thatvway* had te pass through the intermediary of the
Central Asian dSgftlims (a people of Iranian origin) whose
numerous factories and colonies stretched between Samarkand aad
China*3

The overland route to India was long and difficult, 1in the
9th century®* the "aadeaites" went from Basra to Alaras® to "imimj
te Sind* and India**' Another read frequently followed by
merchants was from Ahuraaan to aind*3 But It seems that political
oonditlons precluded the possibility of any oonaiderahle direst
trade with the interior of India**

The the west* Iraki trade W1th Syrla was so developed that

KW o2k f . 1 "> v W ¢ e VI -- 9 & V-

even vegetables were ooeasmnally brought to Irak Accordmg

mharoaai®* p*19*
baaudi 1* pp*317-9¢ ttaaudi records as an astonishing fast
tchhat >lkle met an old man from Balkh who travelled overland te
ina
(3) See H-*A*, p*22£* 229* 3§31 harwaai* p.18* pp*70-1| I* Ahur-

cumjrufs: sis  «.

S157¢

S %?an rt sI.lfirorQ



to Ya'"Ubl, ships Mod to corns continuously with Syrian good*
and flour by tho ;aphratoa, aad via 'lan oanal to Baghdad*l
At Bit* wtooro the road to Syria crossed the Buphratea, the
trafflo was go enormous that in the year 30791* the ferry
brought the government a rersnu* of du,2Ju dinars*2

with Arabia* eeanorclal relations sere especially strong
at the season of pllgrlnage*3 Iraki merchants carried on a
profitable tirade with the Berber* of north Afrloai the main
oom.jjdity they looked for was goldA

Along the overland routes, Arab merchants also had Main-
tained mercantile outposts. To the east, Samarkand had a oolony
of Iraki merchants.5 m 1til, the oapltal of the /Jrasara, there
see a Muslim oolony of lu,uvyu| it had native converts as vail
as Muslim merchants and oraftenon.6 Bulghar, had a oolony of
Muslim merchants and even some Iraki craftsmen.7

In the vest, aijllaass (Moroccol had a flourishing o%olony
of Iraki merchants from tufa, Basra and Baghdad*2 There was a
oolony of Iraki Jew* in bgypt, aad some of then wore eoanereial

t

ageats1 Xb’qub b* KilUs (later waair to the fatiaid 'A1l1), was

1) Ya’qubl, p.2*>0.
18) Kroner in 'Ali b* *Isa, p.27*

(3) he4., PP.133-V*
Birunit Janahir, pp.237-d* 1*8* p.61* Blruni ao%geots that
they traded with the bisoka of central Africa to en they
carried fancy Basrlan shirts to exchange for geld*

(5) IL.E., p.196.

(6) kaaudi IT, pp*l1-125 I.H., p*36S# P.39&# 1.8. 1U« I1st*

p.221.

§73 dee art* Bulghar £«I, 1, p*7TM*

[*u., p.6e
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 Baghdadi Jew who began his career in Cairo an "an agent of
the merchants*""
[t r—ilni to ue to mention the problem of currency in

international commerce. Three methods were used in oonuaerolal

transactionst-

) Barter was adopted in dealing with the negroes of
Central and Kaat Africa#2 with the Ielands of the Indian Coeaaj3
aad sometime* with China* warwasl etates that most of the
business oftfualir merchants in China wee done by middleman who

naed "to eatamne the goods™ curry then to the Lord of China aad
efy * L R B U S RS | ﬁ&---+">v‘4 X r >>T Vil [ Tit\al* f Ik
then oeno baok with their equivalents when the latter have been

established ™"t

b) The system of a double transaction! the merchants
acoepted the local ourrenoy and then used it for buying looal
goods* This was sometimes done in China,” aad la SCBM parts of
India like the kingdom of KanoJ.6 this system reached its
perfection in Basra* where the doable operation was carried out
through the aarrafa. without any money being used.?

e) xbbasld dirhams aad dinars were sometimes aeoepted™ as

(1) dee kann* J*i*2* R.u. x* p*391 t*325# Kisoheli Jews in Med*
Is1** pp*3~-6, pp.L6-F*

21 Birunit Jsmahir* PJ.237-9.

3) 1. Khurdsdhbih* p<>5# Suleyman* pp.10-1.

It) ttirvitxly ts17«

5) Of* Oeqrisi (Xghatha* p*6d). speaks of a papsr-money note
with a Baghdadi merchant in the loth century® The note was
mode of mulberry leaves® stamped with the Royal stamp of
the Xing of Oatbay* and equal at Khan Baliq to 5 dirhams in
Baghdadi see buleymn* pp.53-1-

larwaai* p.17.
see eh* on "Banking*"
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*tteoted 1a the dMilage with Beatera Surep*. Abbaaid dlrhana
were imported n autt to BdJ4EMP« liw suealiBt took sold soft

eliver oolni for the oanmodlties sold*2

(1) X«f», p.1U.
(2) Ibid., p.115.
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(HAPIKH V

DIKING

tijrnopsl*.

General remarks*
*¢ Yhs Jlhbadh. Definitions of different authors inadequate -
' >N S ST B LN T . i

confusion of the Jlhbadh the elerk and the

JIhbadh the hanker.

mbi-a

*°) njaelL M juaui
(1) origin
(2) function.
(3) Uiwan al-Jahbadha.
b) Tha banger Jlhbadh
1) (1) the jlhbadh before the 10th century
(2) no state banker before 301 A.H.
11) (3) 'M1 b. v2sa established a state bank in 301
km H., by agreement with ‘the two Jewish jlhbadha.*
(4) the two Jewleh jlbhadhs's private dealings with
Ibn al-Furat.
(3) the end of a bankers9 faally.
111) (6) private Jlhbadha for waslrs and governors
lv) (7)) the jlhbadhs* sources of funds:

a) commercial dealings

b) deposits - reasons



LV . FLV J emtk w 1 72

e - .c) forming tafces. -
o Zl. Thej%.n c * . . 4n
[) Thir earraf b«fore the loth oentury
NI
11) funetlons of the oarrofo In the Itth oentury - advanced
bepr/S//\4/\rA DA money; centre of exchange* intermediarlee between
"Sss™u v;dL? ~* = people and mint
‘/f#j in) the banking activities of the earrafe* Their services
to coomeree, cap. in Basra
:V‘"V._s_” o lv) sarrafs dealt with officials and the public, mainly
]ie,; e f with the latter.
* A Vei ¥) sources of funds; a) deposits# b) exchange business
Hbﬁ? ) 6{ - V1; caaslIM# Christians and jews were sarrafs. sussiaxy®
«4 111. The lduftaia
I) Psflnition and early usage }.
TeTTLE U) nature and wide usage in the 10th oentury
in) drawer and drawee. Tine of payment. Discount
1Ty suflaja,as @ ragGicwy MG wy 1w e
G~ oV

iv. m . SaMI
1) Definition and early usage
ip usage in the lcth oentury; a) by government to pay
officials, b) by individuals.
- .. , eakke were drawn mostly on Jlbhadhs, sometimes on any
... individual

'V¥) aakk as a promlsory note.

S V. Banking Institutions versus Society.

4
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In the ILth oentury banks were generally individual firms#
and s till In a process of development. They were encouraged by
the demands of commerce, on the one hand# and the government's
need for oash on the other. Their origins were twofold;-

First# tho merchant who had been dealing with goods began
to deal in money (Jilhbadh)* secondly# the money changers
(Oarrafj extended their dealings. A study of this subject
covers:-

1. The positions and functions of:
a) The Jihbadh
b) The sarraf.

xXX. The definition and usage of:
a) The auftaja.

b) The sakk.

Xa. The term Jlhbadh is not new# but its meaning developed
with time. To give it one static definition would be misleading.
The different definitions given by different authors merely
stressed the single aspects of the functions of the Jlhbadh.

Taj al-Arus defined Jlhbadh as UA monetary expert# experienced

in most intricate affairs# very well versed in matters
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of sash.”1I' Moo translates Jlhbadh as '"Banksr*2, Masalgnlon
as BansiUler"'*} Doxy ms "vtrifloateur" or changeur",” while

ft
Kramer calls him a "HeglsrungBkasalerer”™.”~ jaedros defined

his functions as a "Treasury receiver", or s "receiving
clerk™*> while “argollouth calls hlai a "collector".? The
Egyptian editor of Kuwarlxmi explains his function as
"a monetary expert"** Finally, Pisohel thinks that "Banker" is
justified by the actual functions of the thbadh*9

These definitions are partly correct, but they are inad-
equate. The cause of their inaoouraey results from two points
of confusion: first the conception that sarraf and Jlhbadh
are the sanei*® and secondly the oonfuelon of the Jlhbadh as
the financial clerk and the ilhhadh the banker.11
- The thbadh aa a flnal;kc‘léll.cl”erk was a saasa;‘lan Instltu -
tlon said to haws been Initiated by Jamahld12 and was known
since the beginning of the Omayyad period, under Ku'awlya.
The 'Abbaslda, extended the functions of Jlhbadha to the pro-

vinces! and sons governors appointed Jlhbadha to eolleot taxes

In SOM districts.lif one of these Jlhbadha admitted that he

13 Taj al-'arus vol.Il p.558

2} hex p.477

3) fca031gnon 1*Influence in B.I.P.D., 1931* p.5.

4) Posy, supplement Z p.226.

5% Kmsr, .11 b. Isa p.8, not* 2.

6 unedrox Remains o dabl, Olosa. p.56. y.rR.A.a 1908, p.432.
7) Marg ollouth Trans, of Tanakhl.

3 Khuwarlxml Cairo 1930, p.36, n.3*

9) Pisohel, Jews in Mod. Is am, p.3 note 7.

10; Me* translates both jmrraf and JIhbadh as "banker" p.477

“and 476.

I Rusta p.196.
Jahshlyarl p.28.

g Of. Jah. p.114 and p.2fi| Tan X p.57.
)
) 4se Jah p. 114, am p.149.
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was poor when he wee appomted an thbad,}a,, for some district*.1
dUnwd (J(; rk376/ 968) hai preserved * de0M<% oilfﬂfeuvia(.t%;dlr, »s.p‘eewl-s
fying the functions of the Jlhbadh of mm * According to that
decreef the Jlhbadh vas to receive the revenue from Khars]
domains and other dues*. He vas assisted by a secretary who
gave a separate account of dally income to the ydlvan*®
(treasury bureau) of the Governor* The Jlhbauh*s accounts were
to be cheeked be the ,aocount of his secretary %(i.>.gg<e reoelpts
(Bara*a) he Issued to those who paid in. For expenditure
cheques drawn by the 'sail are referred to* Furthermore, the
JIhbadh made a monthly balance (“Khaims*J and an annual balance
(Xhatma Jami’a)* In short, hla primary concern vas to see that
the revenue should be brought to the 9divan* in full. For
discharging his functions, the Jlhbadh had a fee called
"perquisite of the Jahbadha" (haqq al-Jahbadha), taken from the
collected taxes and specified before his appointment*

In the capital there was a special bureau "divan” of
Jlhbadha*The head of this divan (l*e* chief Jlhbadh) had to
prepare at the end of each month, and year, a balance of inoome
1) Of. Jah* pp.36-71 »ollpse I
22; oilGBii, pp.149-151* eece Khuwgrlxml (V) p.54-56. For the

funotlons of the JIhbadh in the kamluk period in &gypt,

see "“algashandl V p.4661 Ibn kamat, p*9*
(3) Tan* Fare;) 11, pp*39-40t *Arlb p.135.



*a* expenditure to be given to tho treasury.l as muallma ere
mentioned amongthe financial clerks (Jlhbadha) we have
assume that the functions of the administrative Jlhbadha were not
oonaldered as banking.2

In the 10th oentury®* merchants were appointed aa Jfhhadha
for provinces and this system formed a link between financial
clerks and bankers, aabl reporta that the Jewish merchant Yusuf
b. i1lnhas, waa appointed aa Jlhbadh of Ahwas. Being In need of
money to pay some of his secretaries, the waslr Ibn al-Furat
asked Yusuf to advenes a certain sum* and after some complaints
the latter was persuaded to advanoe money for salaries of one
month. Thus Yusuf was asked to advanoe money, as be had the
taxea of Ahwas as security In his hand.

References to banker Jlhbadha are to be found as early as
the reign of ttansur (754 - 75 A.D.). Jahahyarl relates that
Khalld b. Barmak deposited hie money with a Jlhbadh who was a
Christian.® A governor of Heron al-Baahid (786-809 A.D.) had
a Jlhbadh as a treasurer aad a depositary for hla money.”

Tanskhl relates that under Mu'tamid and Muwaffak
(1) Khuwarismi (V) p.54.

"2 [LA. IX p.147.
§ Cf. Eclipse I p.66; and ’Arib p.74.

Sabi p.178.
’5)  Jah* p.100*



(256-279/870-92) the wasir Sulaiman b* .ahb and his son
'Ubaldallah had thslr own Jlhbadh called lalth®* They dsposltsd
thsir money with him and drew cheques on him*1 On thslr dis-
missal the nsw waslr beat thslr Jlhhadh to gst thslr money from
him* Laith shewed the nsw waslr a well, where money was kept
but when asked whose property It was, Lalth answered that

It was hiSi because he was a merchant,2 Thus the Jlhbadh con-
sidered himself as a merchant®* So far Jlhbadhs acted as
depositories, and there is no mention of their advancing loans;
secondly, there was no state bank yet.

Before the reign of Muktadlr (295-320/908-932) the state
did not borrow from Jlhbadhsi and other means were resorted to,
to provide money* For example, when Muw'tadld (279-289/892-902)
became Caliph, he complained to his ministers that the treasury
was empty and that he needed at least 7,000 dinars dally* The
ministers solved theproblem by farming out the taxes of a
number of districts to a certain Ta91 who was to pay 7,000
dinars dally plus 6,000 dinars monthly.-* Generally wasire
borrowed from merchants*”

The Institution of state bankers did not take place till
301/913* Ibn al-Furat, during his first vislerate (296-299/908-
911) had somedealings withthe JewishbankersHarun b* *Imran
2} Bl prege
3 Sabi pp.10-11*

(4) Taxulkh{) VIII p*24s sngl* Transl. reprint p.19*



and Yunuf b. linhaa, but they ware of a personal nature.
aocording to 3abl, Ibn al- Furat appointed (in 296/906) Yusuf
b. Plnhas and Harun b» Imran aa Jlhbadhsl and placed in their
hands all the proper” confiscated from the supporters of Ibn
al-&u’taxE (296 A*M*)e The commission had an absolute oharaeter
and was "to the exclusion of the secretaries of the private
and public treasuriesIl But he "appointed his secretary Ibn
Farjun to examine their accounts, and Ibn Farjun did it without
even showing any of their accounts to the divans (bureaus)*"
The private nature of this arrangement is further confirmed

by Tanukhi who relates that during the disgrace following his
first vasinate, Ibn al-Furat confessed to Hu,nisf the Chamber-
lain, that there were still 1,400,000 dirhams with the

"two Jlhbadhs", which amount ku’nls ordered to be brought to
the treasury*3 This, however, did not satisfy the new waslr
*11 b* ‘Isa (3«0-\j04/912-916) who had the two Jlhbadhs
arrested and questioned them about Ibn al~Furat*s account*

A fter some pressure, they admitted that they still had 200,000
dirhams to his credit.¥ This clearly shows that the "two
Jewish jlhbadhs" were not state bankers then, but simply

(1) This la the first mention I have found of the association
of the two Jlhbadhs*

2) Sabi p*79«

3} Tan* VIII P* 24%*

4) 1Ibid. pp.24*3*



private jlhbadha of Ibn al-Furat.

It was *All b. clea who# compelled by urgentfinancial
needs in his first vasirate (300-304/912-916) established
"the tap Jewish bankers* as state bankers. He said to them:;
"At the coDKLeneeniant ofevery month X am in need of a sum which
must be paid within sin days to the Infantry, amounting to
309000 dinars." Occasionally, I have no such sum at my disposal
at the first or even the second day of the month. X should
like you to advanoe me on the first day of each month 150,000
dirhams (» 30,000 dinars), which you will recover in the course
of the month out of the revenue of Ahwas; you are the oollec*
tors of the revenue of Ahwas which will be a permanent advance
to you." The narrative addsi "Thisarrangement was oarrled
on with Yusuf b. Pinhas and Harunb. *Imran and their successors
for sixteen years# and after their deaths, fbr they were never
dismissed up to their deaths. The Caliph was unwilling to dis-
miss them, in order to maintain the dignity of the Jahbadha.*
In the eyes of merchants, so that the merchants mightbe willing
to lend money through the Jlhbadhif necessary. I[f aJlhbadh
were dismissed and another appointed Instead, with whom the
merchants had not dealt, the business of the Caliph would be at
a standstill.12
'l) Jahbadha here means! office of state bank.

TanJ ?IIX pp.24-6. ITranslation in regrmt from Xslamlo
Culture - p.19) copied verbatim in aabl pp.60-1
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Tills document suggests a nsw development. First, the two
JIhbadha were associated together to establish a bank, Instead
of the usual Individual Jlhbadh. Secondly, this bank continued
aa a atata bank till 316/9261 and the Caliph waa keen on
keeping its reputation good. Thirdly, the primary function at
the bank wee to advanoe money to the atate, while keeping the
revenue of Ahwas aa a security. Fourthly, the Caliph wished to
utilise not only funds but also the bankers' credit in view of
borrowing extra funds from merchanta. Finally, it throws light
on the active part the government played In the development of
the banking system.

Tanukhl's version of the agreement is supported by the facti
that none of the authorities records any confiscations from
“the two Jlhbadhs™ 1t is doubtful however that the two Jlhbadhs
should have retained the Jahbadha at Ahwas for 16 years, for
already in 313/927 the 1/anils of Ahwas had their own Jlhbadha.*
Besides, In 313 A.a. Abu 'Abdallah alHBarldl famed out the
taxes of Ahwas.2

keanwhlle the Jewish Jlhbadhs continued their private deal-
tags, at least with Ibn al-Furat. After 9All b. 'Isa's dis-
missal from the first vislerate (37k/916) Ibn al-Furat sent a
note to Harun b. 'Imran to give 'All 2,000 dinars to help him in

(13 Eclipse 1 p.136.
(2) Eclipse I p.167*



181

the plight of hie confiscation.x This private capacity of the

JIhbadh la further illustrated by some of the charges against

Ibn al-Furat after his second fall 376/918*% it was said that

he ordered the Vasils to send the emaraflq* (douceurs) to

Harun b. fImran, who was also in charge of the confiscated pro-

perty to the exclusion of the treasury (Balt al-Ual)i and that

when fcuktadlr wanted sons money from Ibn al-Furat, the latter
denied it to him.2 This ease may refer to the operation of

Harun as a private Jlhbadh.® After JV> A.H. the sources forget

the two Jlhbadhsfor a while.

In 311223, Ibn al-Furat was called to the va*irate for a
third timet and the names of the Jewish Jlhbadhs appear again.
In that year, Ibn al-Furat sent a signed note to Harun b. ecImran
to give *All b. ’Isa 2,000 dinars from the revenue of his
(Ibn al-Furat*a; private estate.6 After his third dismissal,
Ibn al-Furat Informed the new «asir Khakanl that he left over
160,000 dinars of confiscations in the hands of Harun the

Sabi p. 33* _ .

i» Ibid. It is noteworthy in this passa%e that Harun and
Tusuf are not associated. Apparently their partnership
was made to meet state demands, and in their private
affairs they carried on separately. .

(3) Again in 306/"18 uvuktadlr requested Ibn al-Furat to give
im 300,000 dinars from the revenue of the provinces.
Ibn al-Furat consulted hie confidants, one of «hom saldi
“this is easy for you to offer from your property or

borrowing frou your Jlhbadhs. 1 1.e. naturally from Harun
aW* Yusuf. -fob! p.zVi.

(A) Sabi pp.3 6-71 Kellpse I p.112.



Jlhbadh and hia son.1 Aftar the axaoutlon of Ibn al-Furat
(312/924) f tha '<Jewish Jlhbadhs" are no more referred to.

Harunla family earried on the tradltlona of banking. But
in 329/940 Bajkam {Amir al-Umara) eauaad 9AIll b. Harun to ba
arrested, extorted from him under torture 110,000 dlnara and
finally had him killed.® The reason for the punishment wee that
Alt was the Jlhbadh of the waslr Ibn ahirsad (327-9/938-94%*. }.3
This 9AIll must hare been very wealthy, for he had a splendid
palace on the 3arat canal.**

Moat of the vaalra had their own Jlhbadha. Hamid b. al-
9Abbas had a Jlhbadh called Ibrahim b. Yuhanna. The latter was
tortured in 311/923 until he oonfaaaed how mneh Hamid had depo-
sited with him; then he was fined jL 100,000 dinars.® 9All b.

"Isa had dealings with a Haoid (money-expert).6 The waslr

Khnetbl (313-4/925-6) had hie Jlhbadh too.7

(1) Kollpee 1 p.128. Ibn al-Furat did thla to deprive khaleant
of the credit of finding thm» to prevent him from using then,
aad consequently to rabarraa. hi*, because the Oaliph would
take the nonay to the "private treasury".

Suit, pp.147-8. _
Selips. Il p.8 n.1, where he 1s wrongly called Harun the
Jewish Jlhbadhe

(4) bull p.199* 9A1l la undoubtedly theaon of Harun, the
Jewish Jlhbadh, though in bull (p.204) he la once referred to
aa Ibn flllan,the Jewish Jlhbadh. There was no lbn9lllam
but Ibn9Imran*

5) Sabi p.226i1 hellpeel p.95.

6) Sabi p.224 and p.291.

7) bclipee I, p.155.
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Some governors as well had their own Jlhbadha. bueh wae
the oaee of Ibn Abi’l1-ualasll one of the two joint 'Amila of
ithwaa in 315/927.1 Abu Abdallah al-Baridi had two Jlhbadha:
ITora’1l b. Jalih and &ahl b. Haair,2 of whom the former waa
the confidential Jlhbadh. 1

JIhbadha had various sources of funds. They were
themselves merchants and gained vast sums from trade. The
JIhbadh of bulalman b. Wahb and hia aon Ubaidallah claimed to
own a trade capital of dO,OCO dinars (gold).~ Harun b. Imran
and Yusux b. Iinhas were merchants too.”

The largest proportion of the Jlhbadhal funds came from
deposits of high officials and wasirs. After his first dis-
missal from the vasirate Ibn al-Furat confessed that he left
19447,546 dirhams with Harun b. ’Imran and Yusuf b. ilnhas,
but the secretaries believed that, beside this amount, Ibn al-
*urut deposited with the.. Jlhbadhs about on. nilllon diner.,
for which there »u« no aoaount.6 Ibn ai-Fnret used to depo.it
with then. .11 confiscated properties,” a. *.11 a. the maraflq

(bribes).® The Jlhbadh Ibrahim b. Tuhanne confessed to

Ibid. I p.158.
| Ibid, X p.349.
3 Ibid. I p.52
4) Tan. I p.57.
5 Cf. 'drib p.74andhelips. 1 p.66.

.6; Tan. VIII p.24. .

f7; This waa .Ightmillion and forty thousand dinar, in Ibn al-
Furat'a third vasirate (dabi p.227).

(8) sabl p.33.
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iIbn al-Furat (311 A.H,} that Hamid b .al-’Abbae s till had
100,000 dinars on his credit,1 these figures giro an idea
of the huge sums deposited with the Jlhbadhs,

Various factors encouraged the depositing of money with the
Jihbadhsi

(1) Among the insecurity arising from the general praetlee
of confiscating the property of the waslra and thslir o fficials,
the Jlhbadhs provided a comparatively safe place, Thus Ilbn al-
Furat, before his first dismissal, deposited vast sums with
some merchants2 whose names were not known to his successor in
office# these sums were saved till he came back to office.
But as Jlhbadhs1 accounts were examined when their patrons
were dismissed, some o fficials began to deposit their money
without having it registered In the Jlhbadhya book.4

(2) It seems that Jlhbadhs administered the income and
estates of high o fficials, A passage in d&bi suggests that
Harun b, Imran managed the personal estates of lbn al-Furat,a
That also must have been the function of the Jlhbadhs of pro-

vincial governors,”®

¢

ltl iSclipsc |1, p.95; see also Sabi p.290# and Tan I, pp.103-4.
This probably refers to his Jlhbadhs as lbn Milakawalh

) calls them merchants, Eclipse p,l, p.66.
Eclipse 1, p.AA.

1 An o fficial deposited 10,000 dinars without having it

registered in the Jlhbadh* s book. Tan, X pp-103-4*
Sabi, pp-306-7*
Eclipse |, p.349*
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Hie third source from which the wihbaan& derived funds wee
the commission to collect taxes in some province. In this way,
the two Jewish Jlhbadhs" got so**e profits from Ahwas.1 Hie
profit from Jahba&ha for the provinces of iioaul and the <two
Zab*" amounted, at the beginning of the loth century, to 10,000
dinars, annually.® The profit of a Jihbadh from a district of
Ahwas amounted to 30,0Cv, dirhams."

To sum ups the Jlhbadh was primarily a merchant and then
became a banker to officials. At first, he was a depository ftor
surplus cash and was individualistic in enterprise. Then he
developed the lending operations, and in order to meet greater
demand established associations with his colleagues. Among the
inducements which he offered to his patrons, safety vas foremost.

The failure of the "Finance Bureau" to meet the state’s
requirements in cash resulted in the further extension of the
JIhbadh* ¢ activity and in the temporary establishment of the
first state bank in 913
[.b. The second type of a banker was the sarraf. a "money-expert*

whose original function was to exchange gold for silver coins.”

aabi, p.255%
Jah. p.114.

1§ Sabi, pp.80-81; tan.VIII, p.26
4; Lletm al-'jrab XI, p.92.



According to Abreki sarrafs flourished in Hire in the dassax&an
period and were active in changing dassa”ian silver and Bysan-
tlne gold. In the Islamic period, Kira was superseded by Kufs,
where moat of the salrafa houses belonged to Christians who
nigrsted thither from Hire. "In IUfa the profession of iiarref
booms very profitable as it supplied transactions and enterprim
with money at profitable rates* s It was from Kufs that some
Baghdad firms learnt the art of ualrafs in the 10th century.l

In the period under consideration sarrafs rendered different
services. They advanced money for interest. They acted as
intermediaries between the public aad the mint, by taking the
bullion to the mint and paying their customers in coins of the
same (nominal) value. They also made profits by exchanging the
two precious metals in coin and bullion.2

The banking activities of the sarrafs are illustrated by an
anecdote in Tanukhl. A man received a rlq’a-5
dram on a sarraf. and rode to "Barb ’Awn" to find him. The
sarraf Inquired whether he was the men named in the rlc’at
Informed him that sarrafs deal for a profit; and declaredt

"our profit in such matters is one dirham in each dinar.

>7) ba’allm al-“urba pp.68-9*

1L3) Klqg'a means a "signed money order".

4) Tan. I, p.204* This took place in 331/942 when Maslr al-
Dawla was Amir al-Umara. He regulated the rate of exchange
as 13 dirhams fbr a dinar.

12)3 Abrakl p. 124*
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This anecdote shove that a money ordar on a sarraf vas
called ril<i*a. that the oharge for cashing it waa one dirham per
dinar, that the toearar had to cash the none? in person, but that
the money was payable on call.1

Sarrafs rendered great services {€ comboroe. They financed
merchants and kept deposits for them; this waa especially the
ease In the great port of Basra. According to Kaair-i-Khusrav
"commercial transactions (in Basra) were done aa follows! who-
ever had valuables, deposited then with a sarraf who gave him a
receipt. Tor all purchases one gives a b ill (hseala) on tbs
sarraf. and the latter dlsoounts it. Throughout the time of
their stay, merchants used only bills which were to be cashed at
the sarrafs.”2 Consequently, in Basra, sarrafs controlled the
money market, facilitated the trade by acting as ‘clearance
houses” and by their cheques increased the volume of currency.

darrafs had dealing with the government as well as with
the public.*™ A certain 'Anil of Ahwas vas offered bribes by
the people to drop the idea of increasing the taxes. He agreed

and the bribes were offered in the form of rid*as on the aairafaA

Of. &ciip*e 11, p.239» not* X
13 Waalr-i-Khuarnw Pro Trans, p.236. This information Is
supplemented by Hafls *Abrou (15th sent.} who said: “The
cloth merchants, the hankers and the whole-sale merchants met
at the 'marohl', which is held from ! p.su till the evening*
Bankers enjoy in their affairs a monopoly which is conferred
on them by t1>1,e governor of Basra.*1 H—%(h p*2J7> note,
nbrakl p.124*
13 Tan. I, p.162.
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Sources do not show that o fficial* had private sarrafs#
O fficials who had no special Jilhbadhs dealt with the sarrafs
like private persons# In 330-1/941-2 uaif al-Dawla walked
incognito In Baghdad# some young men entertained him in a house
of Banl Khagan and he wrote for them a riq.,fa for 100 dinars to be
paid by a sarraf# the sum was cashed there and then#-1

Baslir al-Dawla was pleased with a singer in Baghdad (331
AH#HEU) and wrote him a rlo/a of $0u dinars on a sarraf#2 Thus
the sarraf filled any gap left by the Jlhbadh#

Sarrafs derived their funds mainly from deposits# AbuvA 11
al-KhaxIn deposited $0*000 dinars with a sarraf.J <All b# vXsa
is reported to have deposited 17,000 dinars with another#*
Their dealings in money (lending and exchange) brought them con-
siderable profits as they took hltfi interests.” shen Has ir
al-Dawla was Amir a1-Omara In Baghdad (330-1/9 AM) he heard that
sarrafs took excessive Interest (riba)# So, he personally gave
them a warning, as a result of which they slightly abated their
charges#~/

The sarrafs disposed of vast funds# All b.lsa b#iahan
(Governor of Khurasan) sent al-Raahlid 10,000,000 dirhams# tuch

1) holtpee x> p.239, not# 1
Tan. I* p.203.

%} Eollpa# 11 p.103.
Sabi p.291. _

a Of. Tan. I, p.201>.

Sail p.231.
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i \
pleased, al~Rashid remarked to Yahya ai-Barmaki that when hie

eon Fadl wee governor of hurasan he never sent each sums. To
this Yfiiya retorted that thie money wee got by extortion, and
addedt nlf you go to one of the streets of the sarrafe in
farkh (W. Baghdad) you'll find many times this amount."l

Muslims, Christians and Jews could be found as sarrafs in
the Itth century.2 In Baghdad, the sarrafs had a special
quarter in karkh which was called Darb 'Awn.”

To sum ups the profession of sarraf, as money changer and
expert, dates back to dassanlan times* In the 10th century, the
sarrafe dealt in credit, aoted as Intermediaries with the mint,
as depositories for surplus cash, and as money changers. They
furthered trade by serving as clearing houses and by encouraging
credit dealings. They were men of a free profession, and dealt
both with the government and the public, but mainly with the
public.

Xla. The principal Instrument in operations based on credit was
the 'Suftaia'e "An example of suftaJa is that a person has got
money which he wants to take to another town (or country), and

fears bandits. So he gives it, for example, to a merchant or a

2; Abrekl p.124; Ma'allm al- arba p.66-9.

3) Eclipse I, p247s Ibid XI, p.23 note 1 and pp.156. Tan.l
p.2041 Tan.XX (An.72} 156 (reprlnt) where a man is re-
ported to have saldl #Kp ee .promised....a cash payment to
the banker (Sarraf) 1te'Abdan ee.a leadlng banker in 'Awn
street.

31) Jah. p.226.
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ptwoft who has a debt on another in the town to whieh the person
wants to take the none? and asks himt “Give me a written order
on the person who owes you money and [ fU take it from him.
Thus suftaja was devised at first to avoid the dangers of the
Journey and took the fora of an individual agreement.2

In the loth century the usage of the suftaja propagated and;
beeame an integral part of the economic life. It became posslbli
to send auftajas for any amount at any time.-* Great sums of
money were transferred by this means. In 313/92$ the governor
of gqyrla and Kgypt sent auftajas for 147*000 dinars. Another
governor sent 80*000 dinars and a third 400,000 dinars.5

auftajas were used especially by governors to send the
surplus of the revenue of the provinces to Baghdad.® But their
usage among individuals was widespread too* Tanukhl relates that
a worried wife unexpectedly received a letter from her husband
enclosing a suftaja for 2co dinars.? mother man died in

(1)  This definition is given by a commentator of Hariri of the
7th century A.H. Do aacy, usances de Hariri, p.28]J.

(2)uec Taj al-’Arus II, p.58;Lican III, p.123* kajma al-
Bahrain p.155% According to Taj al-Arus ($6) it is from the
Persian ’sufta*. See Shlfa p.128-9.

(3} Tarukhi relates that a man dug out, by ohanoe, 7*000 dinars.
He ismedlately "went out and got auftajas for the greater part
of the money and sent them with a servant to Baghdad. Tan*
Farej 11, p.48.

4) Kellpse I* >;p.ll”‘6.

3; 1Ibid. vol.I* p.1$0.

6} Eclipse X, p.146; p.43;P«l1$o0;Sabi p.81; Jah. p.98.

(7) Tan. Paraj II p.32.
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Uelnawar leaving two thirds of his property to s cousin in Bagh~
dad. A friend of the deceased sold the two thirds* and sent
the money by suftaias to Baghdad®*/ Even between towns of the
same district suftaias were used® a man sent to the 9Anil
of Ahwax a suftaja of one thousand dinars* though both were in
the sane district of Ahwas.2
10th

In the century auftajas were drawn by one bank on another
or by one merohant on another*  Ibn al-Fur&t said to juadari9l*
governor of Egypt* "You have sent the money either by messenger
or by suftaias®™ through merchants drawn on merchants® **
Tanukhl relates that a man received a suftaja of about 700 dinars,
drawn on a merchant in Xarkh*5

suftaias were paid at a fixed date* A Baghdadi reoelved a
suftaja due only in 40 days.** Even the suftajas sent by gover-
nors had to wait till they were mature*? suftajas were cashed
in full when they were mature* otherwise they paid a rate of
discount® In 301/913 the waslr 9AIl b.'Xsa paid a discount of

a
1/6u in each dinar (1? dainag).

2) Tan.l. pp.103-*. . _

3) Thar* are reference® to the usage of auftaiaa in the time
of fcanaur (754-775 A.D.}. See Jahehlyarl p.9S and pp.1U9-110

Ik) SaM p.93*

$) Tan. Paraj XX p.30.

gb} Xtold. XX p.30.

ili Tan. Karal II, p.30.

7) Sahl, p.8l. _ . -
8) Ibid. - each dirham . 6 dalnags, each dinar then m 13 dir-
hams, so $ dirham * 1/60 of a dinar.



A further development of the suftaja In the 10th century
was 1ts usage as a travellers®* cheque. A man narrateds "I
esoapsd at night riding an ass with two slaves and a guide and no
money save suftaias for 5*000 dinars.** A com chandler in
Basra aaidi "A stranger brought me a suftaja payable after a
certain date and sailed on as repeatedly until it was nature.
He then saltts "I will leave the money with you and take it in
installments. And he sane to as dally and took what he required
for his expenditure until the sum was exhausted.1¥

These anecdotes show the great security of the suftajas, a
security which became proverbial.®

Another ancient instrument of credit was the sakk. It was
a written order to pay someone a oertain amount of money. The
term ia of Parelan origin (originally Chak) and ha. survived
until our day. in th« fora of 1cheque

There are scanty referencea to It. usage in .arly Islam
and during the Abbasld period. In .arly Islam pays and provi-
sions Mrs given by sakks.* .hen Rashid agreed through Padl'a
entreaties, to pay I.11hesimad b. Ibrahim al-Imam 106,000 dirhams,
Padi "thanked him and asked him to write asakk to that

1) Tan. X ,p.1041 Sng. Trans, p.l114.

2) Tan. VIII p.131. .

3) he dacy-Harlrl p.387 aayet"Mls letters aresuftajas, I.e.
as aooeptable os suftajas.

(5) Llsan XHkp .334} al-Uyun wa’l-Hadalk p.20 relates that
Yaald b. uhallab bought provisions and wrote the seller
a cheque. _ .

(4) Usan al-Arab XXI p.3J41 kajma' al-Bahrain p.436. sec.

knoyelopedle Arabs X, p.7431 s« uhlfu' p.141e



effect.”l Fadl b. yahya bought an estate for 2.0,000 dirhams
and sent a sakk to that value to the owner.2

References to sakks became more frequent in the 10th
century. In government circles sakks were used especially to
pay the army.-* Abu*1-Hasan b.al-Furat, vhen secretary ef Divan
al-Kharaj under the vaair al-'Abbas b.al-Hasan, blamed fcuhammad
b.Dawud for some payments to soldiers without sakks. So the
waair ordered the treasurer to give no pay without Xbn el-
Furat's signature on the sakks#r Sakks were used also to pay
persons outside the army.-* These sakks were usually drawn on
the Treasury#6

In the 10th century, the usage of sakk was widened and it
was used among individuals# Ibn al-rurat, trying to help Xbn
Abl'l1-Baghl, wrote him s sakk of 3,000 dirhams on a certain
person.” Suleiman b.al-Hasan b.uukhallld secretary of Bait al-
gal of Iftu'tamld drew in one day sakks on his steward amounting
to 1,600 dinars.&

But noat aaKKt, war. drawn on itlhtodhs. Referring to th.
way by which a collector of taxes in Ahwa# paid for his ataff's

expanses, hi. friend said to hint "...and when the Money

(1) Jah. p.196.

§2) Jah. pp.214-5.

g ; Belipse III p.46) 1isbi p.235.
4) uabi pp.235-6.

;31 cf. lThuwarixml p. 3-s. .
(6 jsee Kalipee III p.461 and Sabi pp.235-6.
7; 3abi p.73.

8> Ibid. pp.77-6.
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(from tax**) comes to the Jihbadh. sakk* from your 'dlwans* ,

signed by you are sent to him.f Baridi seised some money
which ibn Abl9l~Sel&ell le ft with his Jihbadh and requested
him “to give a sakk for the sue* held by the Jihbadh In payment
of fictitious expenditure* *

Sakks were used for all sorts of payments, as the last
aneodote suggests. They were used even for very small sums;

Ibn hiskawaih read a sakk (in 333 A.H./944 A#P*; on the Jlhbahd
for nine dirhams In payment for a reedmatting and naphtha* 3
Sakks ware generally used for payments in the same town*

Finally* the tom sakk had another meaning, that of a
*Promiaiory note*9. In this case it was usually certified by
witnesses.*

Having completed our survey, we may ask ourselves whether
the banking system In the loth century met the needs of the
s001ety in which 1t flourished.

- Two clashes Wévrﬂe.‘partlcularly servevd*w by /t[he* banklng aystems
the merchants and the officials®* The sarrafs provided the mer-
chants with the necessary fundsi acted for them as clearance
houses and as money changers. The amount of bills drawn on the
sarrafs, not only faeilitated transactions®* but supplemented

(1 Tsn. X, p»10**

(23 Kclipee [V, p*177.

gi), kcllpae I, p.8o (Vp

I B (K) p 99 and p. 61] Jahls* Bakh.p*236s Shalbanl
p-178. 1 have no confirmation for Sustain *s view that sakk

meant suftaja and b ill, and all credit documents* 2e* art®
sakk, Enoyclopddle Arabs, vol.X, p.745%



money me a medium of circulation in commercial circles. The use
suftaias on the other hand served to clear accounts as
between towns and countries.

Such of the economic activity of the period, centered round
the state and its officials. The creation of a state bank
temporarily saved the state from financial collapse, A lls the
multiplicity of Jihbadhs served to meet the needs of wealthy
officials. The peasants benefited Indirectly from the Jlhbadhs,
since they received subventions fror. the government when they
were in need.

Zn short, the basking system had served its purpose and

met numerous needs.
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K ailas

I. In Islamic finance, theory and practice differed consi-
derably because:- -

W » 7' A myr- T#*1
I) The early aouroee of Islan, namely the wuran, and the

practice of the Prophet and the Four orthodox Caliphs had in
view the simple needs of a semi-patriarchal society, and
provided no adequate basis for the finanolal organisation
of a large state. The only sources of revenue which they
recognised were the Zakat (poor alms), the Ohanalin

(spoils ox war), the fayl. and the Jiaya (poll-tax;, none
of which was clearly formulated.

IT) Generally speaking, it was theory which followed praotlee
in trying to systematise it and not vioe versa. This
explains why Jurists were often in disagreement among
themselves and why the early works on finance had to
record Individual practices (especially of Umar I) and
personal comments.

A student of the system of taxation has to rely sore on
historvyv?trklfesln on jurists: -

1) Jurists speak only of the taxes initiated by the Prophet

and the Four Orthodox Caliphs and Ignore the taxes introdueed

later, which they considered to be illegal.

2)  They attribute to the Four orthodox Caliphs a system of

taxation which took over a century to crystallise. Historical
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evidenes show™* that during the first forty year* A.H., the
system of taxation varied. hen the Christian tribe of Té&ghllb
objected to the Jlsya. paid by non-Muslims, as degrading, Omar
I substituted a "Double dad&ka" (2/10) for 1t.* fAmr b«ai*f4i,
goyernor of Kgypt under Omar I gave the following answer to

the head of an Egyptian town (Akhna) about the amount of Jlsya
to be psids "You ere only a reserve for us* If the central
government increase its demands on us, we (i*e. the governor)
increase the sum imposed upon you; and when it leeeens it, we
lighten 1t on you."‘2 *Amr b.'ia\’td, a governor of Irak under
Gthman saldi "Hie Sawad is but the garden of mraish (the tribe
of the Prophet); ox' which we osn take or leave as we please.
The stipulations of the Important land tax, the Kharsj were not
defined, till the time of Umar II (99-101/717-720).**

3; The terminology used by the jurists 1s at times mis-
leading historically®* This is particularly true of the terms
kharai (land tax)and Jlsya (poll-tax), which they consider as
being distinct from the beginning, whereas this was not the
case* In a letter to nbu Musa al-Ash'arl, Umar I treats the
"Kharsj land* as the "Jlsya land".-* Abdullah, son of Umar I,
Identifies the toras Jlsya and Kharsj.C some cultivators of the

1) AbuY .'lit p.139.

3 Aghan 1. b 30

M See wsllhausen, pp.27c ff
)

Yahya b. Adam, p*lc *
Ibid., p.39
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&awad prayed the Umayynd Caliph Umar II to substitute the Uehr
(Tithe) ft>r the Jlsya oh their land.* deferring to the natives
of the Saved, a certain Sbarlk said, *The Jlu 1 which they pay
I® 8 >haraj, Just like the rharaj taken from a slave.Sven
aa late aa the seoond half of the 9th century, the distinction
between the two terae waa not clear. Thus according zo Jahls
(d.869) rthe \raba were not cultivators, because they consi-
dered it a degradation to pay the Jlsya (meaning the land tax).”

Only In the luth century, a definite aystec of taxation
and a definite terminology were fixed.

I[I, The theoretical background

A brief summary of the theories of proiuinent jurists, put
In the frame supplied by Suli (d,335/946), will be useful as a
background to our study. *ull, a courtier of Radi and feuttakl,
gave a special classification of the sources of revenue for the
Instruction of civil servants.” His work is important not only
because of the time (la,tgentury) and place (Irak) of the
authorvs activities, but also because the author was not a mere

theorist, but had an Insight In state affairs.

1) Ibid., l12.42.

2) Tab.i Ikhtllaf, p.222.

3) Jahis, 4anaq,lb (v), p.42.

4) In pre}{)arlnvg this section I have also usedt Hawardlf
laydan Hi1 an berehems I ’lmpot; Agqjhnldest luh. Theor. of
Finance; Kremeri Orient; hex; Oaetoni V, Sect. 610|
Sadlghl, P.351 Jahahiyari, pp.4-51 E.I art. Pal*, Zakat,
Ohanlma, Ushr. _ _

(5) 3ulii Adab al-Katib, pp.196-204. He made no mention of
the Irregular taxes, either because he felt that to do so
was against the interest of the state, or because he consi-
dered then as novel practloes with no foundation.
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The juriste taught that the state derived Its revenue fro®
the following sources:-
1) The Fay, l«e. * the contribution taken fros. Infidels without
fighting.l It came under three headingss
A. The KharsJi i.e. a tax levied on three classes of lands:
(1) lands conquered by force and set up as a waof of
the huelln conuumity. Jurists agree in placing the
sawad in this outegory.2 (2) :ands deserted by the
enosy and taken over by the kuallms* Both categories
were inalienable and their kharaj was considered as a
rent, payable by the cultivators whether usHrne or non-
kuulims. (3) lands vhich surrendered in virtue of a
treaty (Ard al~£ulh) by rhlch the ownership of the land
cither passed to the knell® coict.unity to become Uaqf,
or rested with the cultivators; 1in the latter case the
Kharaj ceased when the cultivators became kusllma.4
Ootue tracts in the dewed like the countryside of Hire
belonged to this class*
The amount of the lharaj was left to the discretion

of the Qallph, after considering the capacity of the

(1) Abu Y ali, p-120; tiawardl, p*122f Yahya b.Ada®, p*6.

(2) ~OmYfc'U, pp-ljA-1* Tab*, lkhtllaf, pp.218-22) Jsowardi,
p* 132; Abu Ubaid !Tos.IVI-171]| Yahya b.odem, p*6-8j pP*32.

(3) /bu Ye'll, p*132] Tab. 0*0.» p.22V) Hawardi, p*133)
Yahyu b. nd&ia, p*l10) Abu Ubcid, nos. 2J1-25S.

(k) AbuYa’'li, pp.132-3) Yahya b.Adom, p.37) kowardi, p*133*

(3) Yahya b.AAam, p.35, P*36*



land. It depended upon the fertility of the land, ite
crops) the method of irrigation, natural or artificial,
and (according to some) ite distance from the market.
The cultivators’ resources were not to he overstrained,
and something more than mere subsistence was to be left
to them. They were to be treated gently; and if unable
to pay, given deferment.

The fharaj could be estimated by either of the three
following methodss (1) per unit of the cultivable area,
as was done by Umar X in the hawad; (2) per unit of
the area actually cultivated) and (3) by taking a
share of the produce (Luuasamaj.

3. , The Jlsya was imposed upon "The *eople of the
Book* (1.e. Jews and Kristians) as well as those who
have “something like a bock®, such as the kugians.” It
is levied once &year fro” the sane, free, male adult©.”

Jurists differ about thu amount of the Jlsya. Abu
H<*nifu classified the Jlsya payers into: the rich to
pay 4d dirhams, the middle class to pay 24 dirhams, and
the proletarians tc pay 12 dirham. kalik leaves the
estimate to the ruler; vhile Shaft*]l put© a minimum

) lb“e‘iff "o PR 421, Rollgl) Vanya: p.ser Tabo bl
(2) lziglgv)ardl?,bupg.ulsxfg 1ISAxObuYafll p.132; Tab.,0.e., p.223*
(3) Hawardl, p.139) Tab., o.e., pp 200- 2GJ) Abu Y a'li,

p« 137%*®) p. 144*

(4) Tabari adds “well-to-do*) Abu Ya’li excludes the poor and
the old. See Abu Ubald, nos.122-7.
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limit of one dinar and leaves the rest to the ruler.

But both dhafl'l and Malik maintain that once the amount

haa been paid, it oamnot be changed, the taxpayers

are to be treated gently and should not be overtaxed,”
A peculiar case of the Jlsya was the Ga&aka

Muds*afa or "double tithe" paid by the Christian tribe

of Banl Taghllb in Mesopotamia.2

C. Taxes on non-&usllm merchants!

1) The tax paid by Dhlmnl (non-Muslim jubjects) mer-
chants to the amount of 1/2U of the price of their
goods. It vas levied onoe a year, if the price of
the goods exceeded 200 dirhams. 3
2) The customs paid by the unbeliever merchants,

coming from countries not under Muslim control. It
vas 1/10 of the price of the goods.”
2) The Rhums (i.e. fifthj, which vas collected om

A. Treasure troves.

B. Mines. The jurists differed as to whether this tax
should be 1/5 or 1/10, but the Irakis agreed to its

(1) Mavardi, p.1391 Abu Y a'li, p.139, pp.111-2; Yahya, p.27»
A%u fllg

p.33 ffl Yusuf, pp.122-4; Tab., o.e., pp.209- Abu
*Ubuid, nos. 100-109*

2 Yahya, p.471 Abu Ya’li, p.!391 of. kavardl, p.133; Abu
( )'Ubelc?,, p1?340 ff. P P

3) Yahya, pp.10-11, p.126; Uavardi, p.122.
4 Yahglla, 11, p.126.

5) Abu Yadll, pp.111-2; J*awardi, p.116.
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being one fifth*1 Jurists also disagreed on the hinds
of mines subject to the Khuma: some referred 'spe-
cially f to gold end stiver mines, and some others In-
cludo ell kinds of minerals making no exception for
liquids like oil and tar*2

C. The Ghana* Im consisting of lands, movable goods,
3ahr (1*e* women and children led into captivity) and
prisoners i1f they were to be enslaved, "

The Sakat or aadaka vas levied on goods capable of growth

or increase by themselves or through exploitation. The

Sakai of apparent goods (Sahlra) like sheep and crops was

collected by the government; that of hidden goods (Batina)

like gold and silver vas left to individual will.
The goods subject to Zakat are divided into the

following olassess

A*  Mswashl (i.e. cattle): camels, cove, buffaloes and
sheep* They are taxable when (1) they exceed a
minimum number of headsi (2) they have been at least
a year in the possession of the owner; and (3) they

have been grazing in pastures™ The tax Is as follows:

Suli IE 99*
Abu Yafll 111; kawardl, p*ll6*

kawardi, p 3-k, p.H6; Abu Yafll, pp*125-7 and pp.134-4
kawardi, };1 Abu Yafli, p*99.
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On Pamela: from 5-9 camsle, a 6 months lamb or one
/ear kid; from 10-14 camels, two aheap; from 13*19
camels three sheep, etc.

On buffaloeai from 30*39, one 6 months old
oalf; from 4 *S(, one /ear old oow; from 60, two
cows, e¢tc.

On sheep and goats: from 40*120: one 6 months lamb or
a goat; from 121-199, two sheep; from 2v0-399* three
sheep, etc.*

B* Fruits and Crops: the fruits Included by jurists range
from dates and grapes only (Shaft*i), to all kinds of
fruits (Abu Hanlfa)* Some jurists extend the tax on
vegetables, greens and seeds, while others exempt the
first two* One school of jurists fixes the taxable
minimum at five wasaqs (* 360 Iraki ratio), while
other taxes any quantity®

The tax is VIO if the Irrigation is natural (i1*e*
by rain or oanal) and 1/20 if it 1is done by a machine*
It is assessed by measuring the fruits, but some
jurists (Jhafl'l and Xbn Hanbel) allow an estimate
while the fruits are on the trees. -
(1) Abuyvya'tt, pp.101-2; Kawardl, pp.llo-1I; Abu Yusuf,
p.132 ff.

(2) Yahya, p*6l, p.d4; Xawardi, pp.112-3: vbuYa’ll, pp.103-
4 and pp.106-6.



*05
0* Gold and ailvcn the taxable minimum is 2: 0 legal dir-

hams of silver and 200 nithqals of gold* The tax la
[/4U.1

*¥e  Poods (Including slaves; of kusllm merchants, pay 1/40
of their price.
I11. Taxation In iraotlcc

do far we have bean enumerating the legal taxes, but In
addition to them there existed other levies which had arisen
from new needs and played an important part In the financial
policy. By the Itth century, the spoils of war came to nil,
the lands of the Caliphate shrank considerably, end the Zakat
was hardly paid by the rich except on oattie and crops.™® Thus
the general revenue sustained considerable loesee. On the
other hand the administrative machinery was as vast as ever;
the sa«laries hig_her than before, and the expenditure of the

.k :
court very lavish. Bew sources of revenue had to be discovered

Abu Yafl1, gp.103—10; kawardi, p.115; Bull, o.e., p.199*
1 Yahya, p.126; aull, o.e., pp.199-200; Abu*Ubald,
p.463-531 and p.533*

Of. Tan. P.II p.106.

See 1. Khaldun, *roleg., p.234. Zaydan dealt with this In
detail In vol.II, Itzgp.12§—17 . His reasons for the Insuffi-
ciency of revenue for expenditure ares 1) The decline In
revenue due tos (a) the shrinking of the empire; (b) decrease
of the amount of the Khars] (tax%; (e) selfishness of gover-
nors by keeping most of the revenue; (d) the recurrence of
civil war and troubles; (e) the transformation of large tracts
of lands Into £iy”v and the consequent reduction of the tax
on eallphal “nd wmxlIrlal domains. 2) The increase in expen-
diture due tot (a) the great luxury of Oallphs, and the great
sums spent on public celebrations and rewards; (b) the en-
largement of a lasy administrative machinery; (o) Increase in
salaries; (d) the diversion of large sums free; the treasury,
by waslrs to their pockets.
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and thus new levies, generally described as mukus or unoanonloal
taxes, came Into being* Moreover, as practice varied from
theory, a description of the practices of taxation is of great
value*

1) aince the reign of Ms'mun (196-21V813-33) the Kharaj lands
of the Saved had been paying 2/5 of the produce as a tax,]l
although this rule vas sometimes disregarded. 3ome of the
Inhabitants of Badurya complained to the vasir Hamid b.al-Abbas
that they paid 3 dirhams for each (ahlhrlsl) palm-tree, while
its dates fetched two dirhams only*2 'All b.'Isa wrote to the
governor of Dlyar Habl'a In 313/925 that some landowners of
D.8. brought complaints to the capital against their unjust
treatment In the years 311*3 A*H*| '-the}\lN/?:roempelled to accept
the assessment of the taxes on their fields by,guess and esti-
mation. ..and had to pay Khars]J according to the highest stand-
ard ('Ibra)”, and before the ripening of the crops. The
vaslr ordered the governor to restore the normal taxes. Again

“Inﬁ321-2/933-4. the cultlT{itor, of I&ufa oovguwpluinecAi to V'All to.'la?.r

(1) Pakhrl, p.162; Tato.Ill, p.1039. It ae.ua that this took
place after 20V/B19» and that till then the tax waa £ (aa.
Tato.HI. p.6¢7t Pakhrl, p.162). This reduction probably
aoeounta partly for the difference between the reTenue.of the
3awad In wodama'a Hat (204 A.H.? aa 114, 457, 650 dirhaua
and In Xbn Khordadhtolh'a Hat (olroa 272 A.H.; aa 78, 319,
340 dlrhaua.

Tan. VIII, p.so. _ _

Ibra means a fiscal estimate, usually cade toy taking a
medium estimate for years of prosperity and years of de-
pression. Khuwarlaml, p.40.

(4) Sabi, pp.336-7*
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(who at that time was in charge of Waslt and the *Euphrates

irrigation® areas) that their 'AMI (tax-collector) oppressed
then by overestimating the pries of their fruits and by collect-
ing the Khé&ral in cash* fAll ordered the 1AMI to take the
tax by muqgasama (i.e. taxing a share of the produos).l

'All b.'Isa went further in protecting the tax-payer. He
ordered the governors to investigate the claims of the tax-
payers arising from the ham done to their orops or fruits by
natural calamities; and should the case prove right, to reduce
the assessment in accordance with the results of the investiga-
tion. He also 'Instructed his agents to exaot the land-tax
without favours to the strong or injustice to the weak."2

under Kulss al-Pawla, the flefholder9 and the revenue
farmers had a free hand, The government made no inquiry into
the treatment of the cultivators, and no notice was taken of
"taxes Improperly collected, fines that were purely iniquitous,
additions tothe assessments according to no register.» <« This
state of affairs continued till the time of 'Adud al-Pawls
under whom "a sound system of taxation was imposed on the
publlot arbitrary additions and chicanery being abolished.
At a later date, <*dud arbitrarily increased by 13 the
(1)1 Sabl p.359*% see Bowen: 'All b.lora, p.335* of. solipee

Ecl se 1V, p»31*
E Ib1dp V, pp.103-4.
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registered aereage, thus burdening the tax-payers again.l

Under the Hamdanids, the Jasire suffered front heavy taxa-
tion. Kaslr al-Davla Initiated a system of unfair fruaaaama by
taking half*the produce as his shalre.9 Moreover, as he some-
times estimated the price of the crops and gave the cultivators
the estimated price of their share, the latter received *less
than two fifths of the produce.

The Kharai vas collected according to the solar year and
the calendar vas occasionally regulated to make time of collec-
tion come when the crops were ripe.” But this rule vas often
transgressed, thus in 330/941 Barldl commenced collecting the
Kharai in March and "thereby ruined the cultivators who took
to flight."3 When Mud al-Dawla conquered Irak, he found that
the Kharai vas collected before the crops were ripe.6 On the
other hand, it vas thought legitimate for ministers in urgent
need of funds to collect a part of the Kharai before the season,
as an advance payment by the tax-payers.”

The usual procedure for levying the Kharai was to collect

1) Ibid. IlI, p.71.

2; [.LE., p.213, p.217, p.216,p.219- o

3 [.E., p.213* ~this was dona In the areaof Hisibin. .

4} The calendar vas regulatedby Mu'tadid, the vaslr kuhallabi
and finally by Adud al-Davla who delayed the time of collec-
tion till the Hawrus fcu’tadidl (i.e. June 11th;. wuse Chapter
on Agriculture, sect.XI* Eclipse II, p.4C71 Sabi, letters,
p.213 ff.

3) Eclipse v, p.27.

6) Ibid. II, p.4v71i of. Gabl,letters, p.110.

7) Ibid. I, pp.42-3*
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the crops* to saUce an estimate and then to take the govern-

sent'a share.l sometimes, in the onee of fruit trees, the
latter were counted and the Kharsj was levied by the number
of trees.2
2) the lands arounl Basra were 'ushrl lands. haqdlai® con*
alders the lands around Kufa also aa 'Oahrl, but Istakhri's
view supported by dabl,* that they were subjeot to the Kharai
la more plausible, Ibn Khurdadhblh regards the domains called
"al-Salbain" and "al-m kuf as 'Ushrl and estimates their 'Ush
at 500 Kurr of wheat, 5,900 Kurr of barley and 150,000 dirhams.”
Though legally 'Uahrl lande paid a tithe on the produoe,
the praotloe differed occasionally from the rule. 1In 313/925
some cultivators in Dlyar Rabla complained to 'All b.'laa that
for three years, they had been compelled to pay the tithe by
"acreage”} thus paying acre than one tenth of the orops.7 In
Basra, the Barldls (about 330-t/S/41-6J levied 20 dirhams for
each Jarleof wheat or barley aa the JLushr.Q Thia oppression

reduced the area of cultivation but the Barldie continued to

(1) Sabi, p.209) Tan*IIf pp.156-9.

It) TamVIII, p.50.

(3) 1st., p.30.

4) ba<*, p.133; ofe Yahya, pp.36-7.

3) let., p«dO; Sabiy p.359*

6) I* Khurdadhbih, p.11.

7J Sabii pp.336*7*

ga; Jarlb ©uuals 3600 s”.dhlra's (ella).Khuwarlsml, p.43*
9)

Kellpee V, p»131[I haq., p.133. atatea thatUmar I put 4
dirhems on the Jarlb of wheat and 2 dirhams on that of
barley, seo 4arardi, p.143; Abu Yafll, p.150; Abu’Ubaid,

no.173* Yahya, p.56.
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levy the earn total* “each year, the amount due per Jarlb was

greater than in the preceding year* * i'urthencore, the people
of Basra, compelled by frequent sieges to sow wheat and barley
under the palm-trees “were charged forty dirhams per Jarlb,
There was an exodus in eonsequenee, but this only added to the
burdens of those who remained*

when the Buwalhlds conquered Basra (In 339/950) the inha-
bitants complained to the waxlr al-wuhallabl of the heavy taxes,
buhallabl restored the older ayatcm, l,e, “that the ushr should
be levied In kind without consideration of either acreage or
prloe. He made an estimate of the difference between their
payments according to this system and the current one, and
advised the tithe payers to redeem the difference between the
Just rate and the Iniquitous rate with an Immediate payment,ee
The tlthe-payers assented, and the sum agreed upon by the
parties amounted to 2,200,000 dirhams*M Then for the benefit
of the poor tlthe-payers he reduced the amount by 200,000 dir-
hams, “He wrote to Mulss sl-Uawla to point out that though
this aotlon Involved a reduotion in money, it promised future
benefit and improvement In the revenue of the region™ * Iu*iss
al-Dawla approved of this plan,2 f
" la 366/996 the rebel Lashkareltan tiring to conciliate tb*

1) Eelipse V, p.131.
2) Eclipse lit pp.128-9
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people of Beer* imposed upon them e tax of one~tventleth (or

half the tithe) on everything bought or sold, even on food*1

3} 'All b.'lea trade a detailed list of the revenue of the
>Abbasld territories, especially of Irak in the year y<6 A.H./
916 A«|i Aooording to that list,2 the revenue of the different
distriots of Mesopotamia (mainly from *ushr and Kharaj; vas as

foliovst
a) *gbs Savad
dadurya, r.alvadha and Bin canal 166, 263 dirhams*

Bahuraslr, Auakan, Xghar Yaktin, )
Jasir and al-Madina I1"A tika ) 75°57b dlnar*

al-Anbar, Katrabbul and aadd 196,313 *
huthe and Durkit canal 25.000
Upper lab and hushtasb canal 9.526 *
Upper Falluja and the mills 16,736 H
Lover Falluja, Bahrain and 9Ain

al-Taar 13.565 .
Upper mb, 3ura, Babll, Khutar-

nljryk and Upper Baruem 11*0,259 *

\ Bohr elHiallk* teurjey Jauber

canal, al-Acaean and al-Lallklyyat 36*350 *
Lower Baruana 1*6*336 *
The Taaeujs of Kufa 110*154 “
Buk canal and Lover Lair 20*590 "

1) Ibid.* III* pp.273-4%*
2) Kreiuefc.In *All b.'lea, p.27 ff



212

Buxurj Sahur 24,300 dinar*
al-Radhanan 30>035 "
Ruatakhad 13.666 "
Upper Nahrswan and Oamantay 46.480 "
Middle Rahravae 40.327 *
Lower Hahrawan 60.532 *
*1-311h and al-iianasil (?) 159.089 *
Baduryu and 9akaajra 42.499 *

mVaalt with the *private', 'new

'

and 'Abbasld domains, after

deducting the neoecaaary expenditure 310,720 *
Basra and Kur Dljla 121,095 *
w_M! ¢ £ i N »% T [ A J

h) ihe waalra

iuald after dedueting expenditure 87.900 "
Arsan and Uayyafarlkin (a.a.) 139,172 "
Dlyar liudar 257,225 "
Dlyar Rahl’a (a.e.) 326,890 "
Hawaii, Marldln, Bahdhar and the

Important (rusta®a) fa.*.] 510,180 "
Tarlk al-Purat 96,584 "

To thle Is to bo added the revenue from the extensive

Yt

Caliphal domains which spread over the Abbasld territories even

outside Irak*

Their revenue, added to the waafs amounted to
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1,766,015 dinars per annum.

According to Ito Rawkal, Irak from Tlkrlt to Waalt vas
farmed out in 356/966 fbr thirty million dirhams, and from Baalt
to Basra for twelve million dirhams.1 He adds that the revenue
of Basra, including the >fithe*, the "poll-tax* and the taxes
on ships, in the sane /ear, amounted to six million dirhams.2
In 356/966, the revenue of the Province of Hlslbln from taxes on
land was five million dhhanm.\ In the other districts of
Jaslra, the revenue from land, tor 356/968 was aa followss-

MZSI[+> 3,000 dirhams from wheat and barlzy

10,000 dirhams from other oereala and ootton
2,000,000 dirhams from the private estates of
the Hamdanlds.®

Bafrabays. a lhiotaq (dietriot) near Hawaii Brought

from wheat and Barley 4,000,000 dirhams.
Baaabdals revenue from wheat and Barley m
1,000,000 dirhams.
Bahadra * 1,500,000 dirhams (» 100,000 dinars).
Jaalrat Ibn ’Umar and the Jabal Baaurln district
m 100,000 dinars.
ga kroner - in /al B.*la& p.27 ff.
\5 %}%1 sz.‘z?@k*g.
ti %E%g:: gg?5?7-16* kach dinar then » 15 dirhams. See Ibid.

p.218.
(5) 1Ibid., pp.218-9.
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Maqdlsi reporta that ho found a register In the archives of
Adud al-Dawla (338-72/949-62) which read that the price of the
share in the crops of the Saved due to Bait al-Mal (public
treasury) was equal to 80,780,000 dirhams, that other sources
of revenue in Saved brou”it 4,008,000 dirhams, and that the
Kharaj of Dljla districts (probably upper Irak) equalled
8,50C,0u0O dirhams.*

4) Traditions relating to the rate of the Jlsya (poll-tax)
that Umar I (13-23/634-44) imposed on non-Muslims in Irak vary,
but their Indloatlons are important, as in this field 'Umar I
vas a model for the later Caliphs. Abu'Uaida quotes the
following traditional (1) that he levied 24 dirhams annually
on each person, exemptlng women and youngsters' (2) that he
leV1ed 48 dirhams from the I'lCh 24 dirhams fror;l the m1ddle

class and 12 dirhams from the poor.2 Abu Yusuf confirms the
second tradition.

A Oaliphal decree, dated 366/976 ordered the collectors of
JIsya, to take from **the sane, adult Dhlmmi males their poll-
tax, considering their reeouroes whether ricn or poor." It
vas not to be taken from “women, children, invalids, the very
old and the very poor. A Priests and ministers were also

kaq., p.133.

Abu'Ubaid, pp.39-41.

(1)
2
3 Abu Yueuf, pp.122-4%*
A) Sabi, letters, p.14".
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exempted. Aooordlng to Ibn al-Batrik, 'All b.'lsa tried In
312/924 to levy the Jlsya from priests, bishops, monks end the
very poor In Upper Kgypt, but Muktadlr on hearing the complaints
of the population abrogated these new charges.]l

The term Jawall Is sometimes used for Jlsya.2 Originally,
Jawall meant the Jlsya paid by *£hlmmls" who left their homela&d

and emigrated to another, but later became merely a synonym of

The Jlsya was levied In Muharram (1st month) of each lunar
year.*T Ibn Khurdadhblh estimated the produce of the poll-tax
of the "Dhlmmls" of Baghdad at 150,000 dirhams,” while In Qnisms
this poll-tax brought 200,000 dirhams.® <AH b.'Isa's figure
for 306/918 la 16,000 dinars (* 240,0., dirhams;.7 The 'Ehlmnds:
of Blslbln (In 338/968) contributed 5t0CO dinars.® Jlsya was a
conspicuous item in the revenue of koeul and Ba'arbaya.

3) The Callphal decrees of the Buvalhld period have numerous

references to Sadakat. which were collected by an ' anil al-

aadakat (collector of poor-alms). Those decrees indicate that

*e Bittrlki p.517.

tl l tbe Callph&l decree., it ms now o.lled Jl«r» ("abl
er. 112) then J.vrtl (Ibid., p.1W1). .

(3) Khuwnr .mi, p.391 Abu Yuouf, p. I, note; 3*bi, letter.,

p-99» note.

k) Sabi, o.c. 112, 214.

5) 1. Khurdadhblh, p. 155

6% stud., p.251.

7) Kreicer, 0.0. , p.27.

ft)y [.H., p.21 k*

19) I.H. p.218.



this official collected 3akat only on "oattie* (Mawashlj, I.e.
sheep, cows, buffaloes end camels.”
6) The taxes mentioned in the Caliphal deorees drawn up by
Abu Ishaq, al-Uabi ares the KharaJ, the Ushr. the Sadakat. the
Jawall. the yal al-Jahbadha. the Ahdath (police fines)2, and
"other kinds of levies. ™* Thus the four canonical taxes are
associated with novel uncanonical taxes.

The "uncanoniesl" taxes had two main characteristics™
(1) they were indefinite in amountj] (2) their collection
depended on the oonsoienoe and good will of the ruler on the
one hand, and on the exigencies of the moment on the other.

Of the unoanonlcal taxes, the "Inheritance Tax" Daribat al-
Irth was very important. A jurist being asked by Badr al-
Mu'tadldl (captain of the guard of Mu'tadld) about the ruling
with regard to inheritance, said that in Bald b.Thobit’e view,
1f a man died hairless, his property goes to the public trea-
sury* and that equally, any remainder of property after the
legal shares have been paid out to the existing heirs, goes to
the treasury. But on the other hand Umarl, 9A1l b.Abl Tallb,
and 1Abdullah b.kasvud would give all the property to the heirs.
1; Sabi, o.c., plp.98-9; p.111-2*% P.127* p.214.

ple

2 3se Bosy-cupplement I, p.258.
(3J 1bid., pp.98-5* P*127.
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ana la the MM oX'there towing no <llroot holra, to tho nearest
relative. 2he Jurist trlea to prevo at length that the second
view sae tho right one.

Xfae 1Dherj taoioe lax was first introduced In the reign of
litt'tamid (2!>6-279/870-392).2 In 283/996 Uu'tadld Issued a
general decree a*boilishi.ng the inheritance tax and the ''Inherl-
tanoe Bureau" (Dlwan al’-feawarlth) and ordering that the inhefi-
tance should be given to dlreot heirs and near relatives.”
doon, this decree mutt have become Inoperative, because already
in 300/912 fcufctadlr had to issue a new decree to suspend this
tax, except In the oases when no heirs were left. This decree
fared no better than the previous one, for In 311/923*
collectors of the inheritance tax wanted to tax the vast pro-
perties left by a certain Akhl Abl Sakhra, .hen the waslr
Ibn al-Furat was informed about it, he reported the natter to
fcuktadlr, condemned the praotiee and recommended Its abolition*
Accordingly, an Important decree was promulgated which gave the
h1st0ry of the tax and the tentatlves to abohsh 1t>’< The
decree runs thuss— 'e -Abu 1 Hasan fAll bKuharnmad (the waslr)
informed ise of the maltreatment sustained by the people in
matters of inheritance and the Injustices they received - con-

trary to the traditions - In their properties. And that
vi .-7l"" ;: ' 4 A Wit oy «T1 o Wi‘: v - %.-'> km ! -jlci " < '4;“.V<y J it W -1t WV %50

1 3sbl, pp.249-53
2) Ibid., f.tU*
(3 [.A. VolVII p.334» Tab.Ill, p.2151» Dhahabl (Hydera-

bad Uaoean 1337 A. H.) vol.I, p. 134.
(4) Arib, p.38.
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Ubaldullah b.Suleiman (the wisar) reported to Itu’tadld the
praetleea (hal) of the eollectore of the inheritance tax and
how the population suffered from their proceedings contrary to
the rules enunciated in the "Book of God% the praetiee of

the Jrophet or the consensus of the rightlye'guided Inane. So
he wrote to Yusuf b.Ya’qub and *Abd al-Humid b.Abd al”ils, the
then judges of Baghdad and its Idependencies, and asked their
wiews on the inheritance of fAhl al-M ills9 (i.e. the fcuelims)
and fAhl al-Dhiana9 (non-iiusliia)s().lAbdwél-He»id confirmed
the wiews of 9Umar, 9AIll and ibn 9Abbas as quoted before* Yusuf
b*Yafqub9e reply was that according to the Prophet, a luelim
does not inherit after a non-Muslim, nor vice versa; and that
according to the Sunn* (tradition) each community inherits the
property of its members who have left no heilrs>‘<2 A fter a
reference to the abolition of this tax by Mu*tadld, the deeree
proceeds®* "...then Htuaid b.al-Abbas (wasir 306-311/918-923)

in his iniquity resumed that unjust practice.e.consequently
the Prince of the Faithful decreed that inheritance be given to
relatives..., that the property of those <Ahl al-ahltcraa9 who
died hairless be returned to their oouraunity; that all the
collectors of the inheritance tax in the different provinces
be dismissed; and that the inheritance be supervised by
governore as was the praetiece before Mu't&mld... Abu9l-Hasan

(1) Sabi, pp.246-7.
(2) Ibid., pp.247-8-
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wrote In on Thursday, 20 Rajah 311/25,0ct. ,923*M Thus tha

decree clearly showa that the inheritance tax wee uncnonioal,
that it was an innovation and that it weighed heavily on the
people. How long the decree was in force is not clear, hut
the fact that alHKuhassin, co-waslr with his father, seised the
property of Akhl Abi “akhra in the same year indicates the
little use made of the decree in the corrupt administrative
machinery.

In 351/962 a man called Da'laj died and left 300,00®
'mithqals®* of gold, *which were seised by fcu'lss al-Dawla.
Previously kufisz respected the rights of inheritance, yet in
this case could not resist the temptation to seise the property
of Da'alaj, although he respected the endowments (waqf) set up
by hl».3

whether the inheritance tax was graded is not clear. In
390/999, kuhaomad b .’Umar al~vAlawl (head of the *Alldej died
and left a great wealth. The waslr Abu Kasr oabur, with the
consent of Baha’ al-Dawla took 50,33 dinars from the inheri-
tance and gave the rest to the heirs.” thus the inheritance
tax survived throughout the 10th century, and was a profitable
siabl, pp.2it&-9«
vArlb, pp.116-7

Ibn Jawsl, kir'at, vol.XXi, folio 56a.
Sabi, pp.377-6*

A~
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source of revenue*
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7) Taxes were Imposed on goods passing from one district to
another by river and land* 'All b.'Iba, in his first vailrate
(300-304/912-916) abolished the heavy toils of Hlsn Ha&sdl and
Ruhr al-Sidra,” At different places, mainly on rlrersf toll
houses were established®* A chain or rope was drawn between the
banks to prevent boats from escaping the to 11- this construc-
tion and sometimes the tax Itself, vas called ta'aar (pi1* hal
asir).™ Ibn Ra'lg9 Amir al-Umars' (324-26/935-37) initiated
sa'aslr in Baghdad* tax which had not been heard of
before*On the way from Baghdad to $asit9 there were isa'aslr
at Bair al-'Akul, on the Tigris*¥ as well as at ftaslt.”

In the agreement between Mu*is* al-Bawla9 and Nasir al-
Bawla (in 335/946) it was stipulated that Haalr would send
provisions to Baghdad9 but that they would enter tax-free.®
the governor of Basra wrote to the governor of lllsn Mahdl re-
questing him to let the convoy of dates from Basra pass free*

7
to shich the addressee agreed*

glg Ibid., p.266.

2) I.iuetu, p.165* aee term Ma'sslr in "Tajal-’Arus and
*lisan al-'Arab I*

3) Eclipse 19 p.363, note.

4; 1.Rusts, p.166.

oJ) Tam.VIII, p.94.

6) Eclipse 11, p.lué6.

17) Tan.VIII, p.140.



It is significant that no reference to ha'aslr is found
In *All b*’Isa’s list of revenue. Besides, In e decree of
investiture to the Hamdanid Abu Taghlib (dated 366/976), the
Osllph considered Internal customs taken on river tMlaelE/ op
land traffic as illegal «n*l unjust novel taxes, and ordered
him to abolish then.

In some cases, the internal customs were heavy enough* A
large host, laden with Iron, and day jars had to pay 8,000
dirhamc at wtoait.2 MaAdlsi (375-27/985-997), complaining of
the exoessiveness of these taxes wrotei -*the taxes, recently
introduced (on goods passing) by river and on land are heavy*

In Basra, there is a troublesome search) In the Batlha region
goods are estimated (probably to be taxed) and inspected* The
Karmatiano had a custom house (hiwan) at the gate of Basra, and
the Bailamlites had another, sc that one sheep paid four dirhams*
ihen the pilgrims came back, both parties taxed the loads of
skin, and the Arabian camels* The. same was done at Kufa end
Baghdad* At kufs and Basra, the pilgrims paid 100 dirhams for a
load of bass (cotton stuff) and 13c dirhams for a litter
(’ammarlyya)*»

At Baghdad, tolls were collected on goods Imported or

exported by pilgrims* In a letter to his rebel Chaiaberlain
(1) &abi, letters (decree 111) p*1380)
(2] Tan*VIIl, p*93*

(3) ha*., pp*133-4*



ilabuktajtin (363/973} Us al-D&wla boasted of haring saved the
inhabitants of Baghdad from tolls on imported sheep and on
goods Imported by pilgrims.1 In a proclamation (dated 367/977)
following a mutiny of Turkish troops in Baghdad, Adud si-
Dawia declared that illegal taxes were levied by the Turkish
troops on goods brought by pilgrim merchants, suoh as Ehass end
hags and promised the inhabitants to abolish them*

6) Maritime customs were levied in Basra on sea-borne goods*
This tax wvas called lake and the place®© were it vas collected,
Maragid#3 Muslims paid 1/40 of the price of their goods,L mer-
chants from India and China I/10th.~ Russian merchants, who
according to Ibn Khardadhba, claimed to be Christians, paid the
poll-tax*~* In *Ali b."Xsa’s list (3C6 A.M.) the taxes levied
on ships cocking to Basra brought 22,373 dinars*‘7 In 339/95
their total was 20C,0CC dinars”*

9) Taxes were also levied or. shops and tmrkcts* Mahdl (156-
169/775-765) was the first to levy this tax in 167/783*~ Ya*
<iuhl (d .264/897) ewtifiiated the amount of dues levied under this
heading in Baghdad at 11,900,000 dirham® per “nnum.lc

Uu) 3aM, letters (50.XXIl), p.235*

12v 3abii letters, XXXII, pp.245 ff*

13) Avhuwarismi, p.39.

(4; Zaydun X, p.218*
(5) Ya*uubi, hist., p.59"*

(6) 1. fchurdadhbih, p.154*
(7) Kramer-*All b."Xea, p.27*
(3) Eclipse 1l, p.129*

(9) 1 Jawsl, manmgqgib, pp-13-14.
(10) Yafaubl, p.254, and p .243-
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Iin #AIll b*"Tea's 11st (JO06 a7??#} the revenue from the sheep
markets 1N Baghdad, Samarra, Waslt, Basra and Safe amounted to
16,975 dinars per annua.l According to 1ha Sawkttl, the taxes
on covered hatha and chops in yieibin were eq.ua! to 17,000
dinars in 323/966* this suggests that baths were also subject
to taxation.

Taxes on mills aeem to have been levied In the Abbaslid
period* In Baghdad, the famous mill called Haha’l-Batrlk (the

Patriarch's mill) brought a revenue of ICOHOCX) dirhams per

annum.”1 In the Jaslira, the Hamdanido appropriated all the
mills*™* In Hadltha only, mills brought a revenue of $0,000
dinars annually.” In Basabda (Jaxira) the mills aocounted for i

substantial revenue.

One of the accusations which Abu chuja levels against Adud
al-Pawla is that "he interfered with all the mills, seised
their profits and left to their owners only a fraction of them*
Orest complaints arose from this practice toward the end of his
reign* “amsam al-Pawla abolished this tax and permitted the
owners to retain their profits.;

Am anecdote in Tarukhi suggests that there was a tax on

buildings called Djrst alVAreeai end that it brought much

1} Bremer in 'All b.'lea, p.27*
2)  X*h*, p.l1U -

3) Ye'uubl, p*243*

4)  TI*H*, p*2191 p*220.

5) Ilbid., p-219.

6/ eclipse, VI, p.71.
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ffvi *A<@ phw 'j 'm 4 " o .. - . M3-8. :
revenue ttfKler #ukt*&1?. He c«uweethat it mac levied c¢n

buildings standing on govermwnt grounds.3 The tax was probably
quite ij&port'azit, because after th# flood which occurred in

466/1073? fAmid &XMhvike beg&h butldtng e rull around iiukharran

(a quarter in K¢ raghtfad) and levied the moeseary money cn the

houee tuid buildings of the people* i
The term Il:Urt»igh*Xlat ws* Mbd to denote ths; tax on houses,

shops and feilla built on governawnt grounds, tbn ?3\urd*:dhbih

estimfatee the watsghr Hat of Baghdad eonbinod with the revenue

of the kisti st I,5w»3 C dirhams (in 2?2/S7i>). %B*0 i&ustnahalUtx

of Baghdad eircx 300/9X2 sag 13,300 dinars per annus.. *

10) Kew t*"xea were sotLctluse i&possd on *ur*lry cojrarodities.

On conquering /thwaa In 367/977 Adud al-Duwl* proclaimed that hs

would relieve the population fro& » great burden by abolishing

i -, X

taxes on flour and foodstuffs, and promised to do the adim 1n
5
Iirak. Xeair £Il-l1*airls (317-336/929-96A) imposed tuxes on the

sale of she©f, besots of burden, oxer, ve”?etablrs and fruitsi

in 336/966 the revenua free: the** sources counted to 5>00C

dinars* There existed a tax on wines in hiyar Hsbia. It was
7
abolished by ".ill b.'leu* but relmpoeed by dssir si-Dswla. Its
that

importance is shown by the faet/iil 356/963 it brought

(13} Tan.l, pp-74-5*

[t] I wsssi, Asnaqib, P#17*

(3) leydan IX, p.94*1.S* 1 P.303*

14/ X«A*f VI, p.51.

(5) Sabi, letters (XXIIl), pp-245-6.
(6) 1«H«, p.-214*

(7) Eclipse |, p.29.
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5,000 dinars.x Adud al-Imwla imposed duties on all sales in the
markets of horses, donkeys and omck, 2 there seems to hare
existed a tax on cotton sad ellk textiles woven in Baghdad.

In 375/965, &lmaam ai-D&wla restored this tax and fixed the
amount at 1/10 of the price, ihie measure brought shout riots
In Baghdad, and the tax vas dropped.” 1n 369/998 the waslr

Ahu Baer re-Imposed a tithe on silk and ootton textiles woven In
Baghdad, the Inhabitants 0f the quarters of al-9Attablyya and
Bah al-aham rose against him, hut the rebellion was put down.
*fhe tax was maintained, officers and inspectors were appointed
for its cpﬂl,l#ection, and an off.i?ce*_%etl apart .glorAt\?i*s purpose...
stamps were placed on ail woven goods, cut or sold, this prac-
tise was maintained till the last days of 9/Uald al-Juyush
(39-/999) who aboiloilect It.

In 330/941 Abu*l1-Hasan al-Barldl levied a tax on olive oil
and an excessive taxof seventy dirhams oneach burr of wheat.
11) A proper income tax was Introduced In 373/983 by the Waslr
Ibn Ualdan. AOU Ahuja* relatest "Among dues instituted by him
(I.e. Ibn 3afdan) was the exaction of a tithe on all money and
ratior}.s )Filllocelted to officers,wghlﬁerks, and cogrtuiker‘sijw avt ‘the
A Bolipse VI p.72.

(5) X«A, IX, p.331 !&*h., exactly the came text, folio 29b$
X.Jawsl. Kir9at XII, folio 101a addst “Abu'l Fath said
tills tax will bring 1,000 dirhams annually."

g4) ftabl, p.J68I Aollpae VI, p«361-2.
31 echpse HI, p*65.
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end of ell orders (gakks) on finanee id.nletors there wee a
clause ordering the deduction of this tithe.*

12) A tax wee occasionally Ir.poaed on pastures. In a decree of
investiture, butt* requested tht flanrtanifl bu T”ghlib neither to
levy taxes on pastures, nor to prevent the public from using
them.2 'ndud «1-Pawl® instituted »n apeoial burer*y for the
collection of this tux. In 379/9*9, Bcha'»wl-3awla abolished
the tax on the past'inee of tho Sawacl®

13) By the end of the 9th century, a new tax called *tfia r1-
Jahbadha" appeared. fAll h.'tea described It as ¢a visitation"
(bale*) on the people.a \fhen nefeed v*hy he omitted "pal ai—
jahbadha" in hi* estimate of the revenue cf the districts of
ttoaul and the nf’wo gabs", A1l ealdt "I teov nothing about it
either as an original or an additional t«x. If it la the aal
of the £ovarment®* then Its addition I® Ilk* taking from the
tell te tnegjid the pookete If it le the mal of the people, then
[t 1g rmjr.gt, and but a means fbr the Jihbadha tc approprlate
the money of the ,t« ~payerft* To this, the vice-waslr retorted
that It was an itw In. the revenue; th*t 1ts amount for the
mentioned districts we® 1.1,000 dinars; end that the district*

in queetlon should foller the system followed in the sawed.”

toll pas VI,
21 »ittbi , lettero, p.136.
3) Scllpec VI, pp.71-2.
A) Ibid. I11, p.174; IwulX, p.46; I.Jawsl, o.o., folio 104b.
3 Oabi. ,-.233.
63 Oabl, p.235* *All was the secretary of "Divan al-Kharaj"
under the twsir Ubulduilah b.%ulelttsn (d.286/900); the vioe-
waslr being Abufl- fAbbas b. al-Purat.
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this anecdote shows that the *raal ai-j& hbaflhan Was not negli-
gible; that [t was detrimental to the interests of the people;
and that It had taken roots in the administrative practice when
the pious ‘All b.fXoe objected to it.

though the exact nature of the tax Is not clear, a decree
of MuktadIlr suggests that it WdS theoretically the fee of the
Jlhbadh (treasury ol.rk) for hie .crvlio.st that it was pro-
portionate 10 the ram passing through the Jlhhadh'a hams, and
that it WaS levied directly on the tax payers, thus leading to

I

much extortion.
14) The methods adopted la collecting taxes were often violent
W oe * .

and oppressive. The jurist Abll Xubalr al-JuVba*1 gave the
following verdict on what was happening; "The religious prin-
ciples of the present rulers (1e the Abbaslids) are sound, but
their finance is corrupt. Their system of collecting (the
taxes) is fraudulent and dishonest.* This view way be exag-
gerated, but it contained some grains of truth. ~

On the other hand, many examples show that s Caliph or 4a
waslir tried to do juetioe on the tax-payera, and to save them

L

from the exaction** of corrupt official*. In hi® decree of
investiture given to Abu T&ghllb, tfttti* "ordered him to free
the population from what corrupt governors started by the WwWay
Vi) -muzd, pp.[>9-i161.
(2) fan.II, p.150.
(j;  ui. ..clips®* 11, pp.262-3* pp.162-3; ttifai I,

p-316.
(6; 1abi, pp.236-9; PI*.269-51.
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of* "illegal duos and unjust practices;" the governor was told
not tc appoint any *amil without p**yin;T hia « foe* nor to pro-
ceed to confiscate (». paae&nte* sheep™ 01* to inquisition pro-
Viaions, or to fine the population,

The* Gttliphal aeoreae 0f thOo Buwaihid period abound irith
Instructions to governors to chocks honert and truthworthy
‘anils, to avoid injustice , and to practise fclndnees"<2 The
Caliphs even advised their governors that Justlee bring* pros-
perity and ultimately an increase in the revenue.-* Stiff
methods were recommended, however, in dealing with disobedient
tax-payers®

Be it as it mMay, the stress so frequently mit on the
necessity of Justice end kindness, la in itself an indication
that governors often disregarded the advice of their masters
and that unjust and novel impositions were recurrently

resorted to.

(x) u&bl, letter**, p.XJS*

g2) uahi, letters, p«l1”, p.ljte, p.Il1*
$) Ibid., P'ICp.

((,) Ibid., p«Xlve
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CHAFTKR VIX

Currency - Synopsis

An Introduction to Islamic Currency

The Basis of Currency! Bimetallism

Were Coins received by Weight or by Numbers f

The Ratios of Cold and Silver Currencies9 and the
Causes of Fluctuation

O fficial supervision of Coins

The Coins in Circulation, and the secondary Currency
(food and bad Coins

The Mint and the Right of Coinage
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APtrgdUQjion

In the beginning of Islam, the Arabs had no currency of
their own* but used mainly the Sassanlan silver dirhams and
the Bysantlne gold dinars.1 There were three types of Bsssan-
lan dirhams In elreulstiont the *Baghll* (sometimes referred
to as the ,Nsfll)2 the tTabarl*. and the >Jawarlqlt their
weights beings

Baqhll 20 qlrsts (carats) m 8 danmaqs * 4*66"3 grams
The Tabari 10 * s 4 o « 2*831/3 .

The Jawarlqi 12 . . « 4i . - 3*%40 - "m

Non-oessanian dirhams were semetimes used likes

The Yemenite 1 danaq - 0*708V 3 grams

The tfaqhrlbl 3 danaqs m 2%*25 * oA

The Arabs dealt In these dirhams by weight and not by
number}” and In order to calculate the amount of v2akat9f

they had to fig a weight of the legal dirhem.? Under Umar I

uawardl, p. 149) waq.-M., p.2.

u1 A->Ubaid, p.524} Uaq.-K., p.3. Ibn Taghrlbardl makea a
dl.tln.tion bttiets the two. Vol. XI, p.213.

(3) Maq.-M., p.2. Tabarlyy. were eolnod In Tabari.tan (Iran)
and not In Tibarlaa of Faleatlne. Jawarlqiyya war. ao
oallad after Jawreqan, a village near Hanadan. Karmall.p.24.

(4) lla .-M.,}l).2. Uawardl, p.149* R.H. 1908, p.209» A-’Bbald,
P*424t Baladhurl adda that 10 dlrhama of oaeh weighed 10,
3 and 6 nittqala auooeaaiveljr.

(3) wuawardl, p.149» RM. 1908, p.209. Kach danaq * 0*7081/3

gram.

(6) RM. 1884, p.335* Baladhurl aayat "the Kuralah uaed to
weigh allver with a Weil%ht whleh waa oallad dlrhamj and
gold with a weight whioh waa oallad dinar. Ten tinea the
weight of the dIrhan * 7 tinea the weight of the dinar."

. p.149.
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(634-44 A.D.), this weight was fixed at 6 daraqs » 3*962/3
grama, eo that 10 legal dirhams weighed 7 mittqals'*1 while
this dirham was used for paying 'The £akat' 9 dirhams of varylni
weights were still issued*2 Velasques Quelpo distinguished
four types of dirhams issued up to the advent of Abd al-Mallk
(65/683 ) i

1) Legal dirhams of weights ranging between 3*97 -

3*27 grams

11) Dirhams equal to i the legal dirham9 weighing between
1%62- 1*90 grams* (Theoretically 1*9S1/3 grams)*

111) Dirhams of 2*65 grams

I[t) Dirhams of 4*20 grama.3

Under the pressure of the new faith and statecraft9 the
Arabs effeoted gradual changes in the Oassanian and Bysantlne
coins, till finally the currency was arablolscd by the Caliph
'Abd al-Malik*

There 1s a series of bilingual dinars and dirhams with
inscriptions either in Arabic and Oreek®* or in Arabic and
Pehlevi*” In the year 18 /638 Umar I struck dirhams, which
were similar to the sassanlan9 but bore additional Muslim
legends*” Governors were also allowed to strike coins* and

}%1\17111?8833 p-21V) A-"Yall, }1).158j kawardl, p.149.

& M. , p.214) Baladhurl states that Isgal dirhams

were first Issued under Ibn al-Zubalr. HI1ttl, Origins 11,
soep .265) Uawardl, p. 149) wuaqrlsl, p.3.
Quelpe, pp. 288-99.
IJI CordIlngton, p. 12) Lavolx, pp XII-XVIII) Soret, pp 62-3.
Walker published a splendid volume containlnﬁ the oollee-
tlon of Arab-Sassanlan dirhams In the Brit, kuseum (London

(5) haq.-M., p.2.
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by the end of the your 25/645 all of them had established
provincial mints*1

The first Umsyysds made me change* Muawiya [(661-80 A*14)
struck dinars bearing his own likeness, with a sword in his
hand* he issued dirhams, weighing 6 danaqs each® and his
governor of Irak struck dirhams, of which 10 weighed 6
mlthqals*2 fcus-ab b.al-Zubalr, when deputy to his brother in
Irak, issued legal dirhams which remained in circulation till
Hahha; melted them’"5

So far, currency was not Arabic* Historians agree that
*Abd al-Malik (685-705 A*D*) arabiclsed the ourrenoy, but
differ about the date of his reform* It i1s dated as 74**
75.5 76 A*H*~ By comparing Arab and Byzantine souroes
with ooinfinds, Lavolx earne to the conclusion that Abd al-
Mallk's reform began about 73-4/692-3*” However, coins of
the old type continued to be struck for a few years*®

Arab historians assign unsatisfactory reasons to the

Lavolx, p.7.
kiaq.-U., p.4} ae« Da Daoy Trait*, p. 13, n.271 Taqghribardi
Ir* p.113.
(3) Ua%.—M. ,p.4} OF* gfait*, pp, 1617, sc

Arabe VII, p.670.

4) A-la'll, p.164} Uawardl, p.149*

5) DlarbelJerl II, p. 310} Suyutl, p. 145*

6) I.A.IV.pp.337-8} Tabari II, p.939} Pawat al-»&fayat II,
p.19} kaq-k.,p.4) Taqhribari I, pp.393-6} 4.0.T.B. 1941,

p.126} H1ttl, Origins II, %(269.
S Lavolx, p. XXVII and p.
Ibid., pp. XXVII-XX.
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new reform;l which was a part of the policy initiated by
Abd al-kallk of arabiclslng all state institutions, as well as
a sign of full sovereignty® The oallph maintained the weight
of the. dinar at one Mithqal” but he divided it into 20 equal
units (qirats),” 1instead of the former 22 qirats minus one
habba' according to the inconvenient Syrian system®™ Meanwhile
the proportion of 10 dirhams to 7 mlttqals was le ft unchanged”
To avoid fraud, glass weights were used as standards for
weighing gold and silver colas* ®

Then Abd al-kallk sent dies of the slkka to Hajjaj, his
vloerey of Irak and ordered him to spread the new type
throughout the Empire, to forbid people from using any other

currency and to induce them to bring the earlier coins to be

remlInted */

His successors introduced no changes, but they used

silver of better quality* Umar b* Hubalra, governor of Irak

(1) filag*-M* ,p*5; Damirt I, pp*79-91; Lavolx, }lo*XXV gives
the explanation as "high reasons of political and
financial regulation™"

(2) Decourdemanohe (R*N. 1908, PP*214-5) suggests that,
leaving the legal dirham and mithqal as they were, Abd al-
kalik took the Sassanian dirham wafi which weighed 15
qirats as his type for the dinar, and the silver "sollque"
of Constantine which weighed 10 qirats (2*63 /} grams) as
a model for his dirham*

(3) Blanchard (K*H* 1884, pp*336-341) believes that the
weight "22 qirats minus one habba" was a fraction of a
unit which was the Bysantlne "sou" of 24 qirats, and that
Abd al-Malik was not satisfied with it* e therefore made
the mithqgal equal m weight to the Bysantlne "sou" and
divided 1t into 20 equal units called qirats®* He made the
dinar m 20 qirats and the dirham m 14 qirats, thus main-
taining the pro ortion of 7*10.0f*HIttl, origins II,

p* 267, teaq * p*S*
(4) Each qlrst m 4 habbas. Maq.-M*, pp.4-6; De Saey, Traltd,

»'*e n*¥36» Ua"irt' W 79-81.
(6) , p. 3*
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under Yasld 21 (A.D* 720-4) struck dirhams oallad al-Hubairiyyal

superior to thoss of Hajjaj*1 Similarly, Khalid al-asrl,

Oovemor of Irak under Hlaham (A*D* 724*43) improved on the

dirhams of Umar; while his suoocesor in offloe, Yusuf b* 9Umar!

went still further in refining the silver and in supervising

the weight* The Hubalrlyya* the Khalidlyya and the Yuaufj/ya

were the best Umayyad dlrhama9 and the only ones ef that dynas-

ty accepted by the Caliph Mansur for the payment of the KharsJ#*
The Umayyad Caliphs never put their names on their coins*"*
The Abbaslds slightly diminished the weight of dirhams and
added their names to the legends* The weight of the dirhams
whloh aaffah (A*D* 750-4) struck at Anbar was reduced first by
one habba and later by two habbas*" Mansur diminished It
further by one habba* He also abandoned the former standard of
one Syrian mithqal end struck the hashlmi dinars weighing one

Basrl mithqal*”® The decrease In the weight ef dirhams went

further9 and by 17V794 i1t was 374 habbas*6 During the

administration of J**far the Barmakl9 the deorease amounted

(by 184/Bou) to one qlrat and 2* habbas; the dirhams were

aooepted only by weight for their Intrlnslo value* subsequently,

they were suppressed aitogether*7 A fter the execution of

El Ibid., p*7; ttawardl, p.149: Ar-Yafll, p*165*

2) hag*-M* 9 p*7; Maward 9p>’< 149-50; A-Ynfli, p.165.
According to these authors9 ths Khalldly a were Issued till
120 A*H*; the YUsuflyya till 125 A*H* On Hlsham*s order9
Khalid and Yusuf stopped m1nt1n% everywhere except In Kaslt*

(3) B'm* (Seea Lane-Poole) /I, 11%*

g4g Magq.-K. 9 p*48; Lavolx, p* xlvll*

5 The e 1thet Hashlmi la taken from the town Hashinl ya

() 1o

7

(near Kufa) the temporary capital before Baghdad* armal!,

479 note 1*
Mag* K*9 D. 49*
Ibid, p*48*
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Jaofar, the new waslr delegated the supervision of currency to
al-SIndl b.&hahiq who raleed the standard of gold and silver
and restored dirhams to their legal weight*” Vo change In the
weight of eolne took place under the next Caliphs till the
murder of Mutawakkll in 861 AD*

When the Turkish slaves became masters (after 861 As!>e)y
the process of deollne was accelerated, and the economic decay
of the state found its repercussion in the depredation of
eurrcnoy*2

This survey, slightly exoeedlng the frames of the present
chapter, 1s essential for the understanding of the currency
problems in the 10th century, especially in view of the lack
of a general comprehensive study on the subject*

o wy ko x "™ar W,V *y §

1. TftgMska M,Gwprf.Mx
Throughout the 10th century, currency continued to be
bimetallic based as it was on gold dinars and silver dirhams*

Many facte lead to this conclusion*

oL |

1) offlolal transactions were carried both in dinars :
dirhems*** There was no legal limit to transactions in either
currency, and only convenience dictated whether the money used

was gold dinars or silver dirhams* The fact that 9AIl b* 9lsa

(1) Ibid*, pp* A8~91 Magq.-Ighatha, pp.60o-1 says that Hashlmi
dinars were reduced by ithabba, but continued for a time to
be taken for a mithqal* Pull weight was soon restored*

2) See Magqrlsl's view m A*, pp. 50-1%*

3) Much interestin% information like the develepowmt ef pious

a

formulas and tltulalres has been neglected to avoid unnece-
ssary details*

(A) Tan*I,p*26)
p.ﬁZ and p.77.
pp* 18-9
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gave hie liet of revenue for 306/918 in dinars does not prove

(as von Kronerl and Plsehel* suggest) that gold waa the sole
standard* When aubkurl farcied out the taxes of Pare and Kiraan
(In 297/892), he promised to pay the government 13*000,000
dirhams*” 9A1l b. 9lea himself epeelfied in dirhams the amount
he wanted to borrow monthly from two Jewish Jihhadhs (in 301/913]
in a contract of 16 years' duration**- Adud al-Dawla'e list of
the revenue of the hawed was givenin dirhams*”  These oases
invalidate the above mentioned theory of monometallismin Irak
in this century*

11) Had gold been the only standard, the number of dirh
in the dinar would have been fixed by the government* But,
nothing of thgV }}ind was done; the ratio of twocurrencies was
le ft undetermined and oontlnued to fluctuate throughout the
century*

il1) home anecdotes suggest that the value of dinars and
dirhams depended considerably on their purity* Ibn al-Athlr
reports that in 330/941 Baelr al-Dawla struck, at Baghdad, dinars
called Ibrlsljrra of purer and fuller weight than other dinars*
ho they were "sold" for 13 dirhems as compared with 10 dirhams
paid for the ordinary dinars**

82) Ilgfamer 9A11 b. 9I>§a, p*6 ff.
sohel-Jews, p.3
?1 %aenlip%enll’, gl.);61.8 v

5) kagq* p. 133*
(6) TI*A*VIII, pp.288-9; Scllpse II, p*3l and note 1*
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It) The value of dinars la sometimes given in dirhams,
while that ef dirhams waa occasionally defined in dinars* So
for example Ibn Hawkal gives the revenue of Barqafd (near Mosul) z
as being 2,000 dinars "equal in value to 30,000 dirhams**1 Ibn
Miskawalh states that the prise of a mule presented to Ibn al~
‘Amid was 3,000 dirhams equal tq, 200 dinars.2 Such apecdotes else
seem to suggest that both dinars and dirhams were standard
currencies™

Though currenoy was blmetallio throughout the Abbasid
period, offiolal aooounta were, at different times, given mainly
in either of the two eurreneies™ What Mansur le ft in Balt al-
Mai is given in dirhams (900,000,000)*** Rashid's list of re-
venue for all provinces east of Syria and the total of the
revenue of the empire are given in dirhams*” Ibn Xhurdadhbih's
list of the revenue of Mesopotamia is calculated in dirhams too*®
According to Jahis (d.869) "the dirham is the basis of the
world* ** On the other hand, for the same period, Jahshlyari is
full of references to offiolal accounts and transactions in
dinars* #

But the treasury which uu'tadld (d.289/901) left is stated
to have contained 16,000,000 dinars and 30,000,000 dirhams** His

i.h., p.2ifl _
Kollpae I, p. 278, a*. aXao Suli, p.116) and 8*61, p.284.
Jab. ,p. 158,

Ibid# , p. 181-6.
[.Khurdadhblb, pp. 8-14.
Jahls.-Bukh., p. 268.

JabaMyari, p.100,101,106,134,170,180,181,182,223.
al-'Iqd al-Parld II, p.ss.

~
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successor Muktafl (d.295/908) left 14,270,000 dinars only*1

This brief surrey shows that during the seoond half of the
9th century, the dinar tended to assume more importance in
offiolal accounts®* and that It achieved this definitely by the
beginning of the 10th oentury*

Between 906-949 As&*, most of the official accounts are
given In dinars,2 but during the Buwalhld period some accounts
are given in dinars, but most of them are in dirhams*

This fluctuation in the quotations of the two currencies
was probably due to the amount of gold and silver available in

each case and their relative importance on the market*

I[X. Be have to consider the important question whether
oolns were taken by weight or by number* Single anecdotes
suggest that the former was the ease® When a tax-collector
called on Mu'tsdld for the 400 dinars which the Caliph owed,
ku'tadld asked him whether he was an expert at testing and
weighing coins* "He then took out of the chest a number of
gold dinars and weighed out four hundred, of which I took
possession® "™ When a man wanted to buy a slave girl, the slave
(1) Kelipee I, p.238.

(2) Examples: Uwu'tadld'a Hat of expenditure, Sabi, . 11-12)
'All b. 'lea's llet of revenue (Kramer, p. 27 ff. )t uktadlr'a
budget of tbe private treasury Kelipee I, pp. 238-41)
Salaries: sabl, p. 322) 139) 323) Kollpae X1, p.154, p.159)
suit, p.326) Kehpee I, p.239, p*110) 'Arlb, p. 45!

(3) Ulnarat Kollpae XX, P- 242 Tan I, % 247 drhamst Adud'a
Hat of revenue for sawed, aq 13 ) Kollpae IX, P. 114)

. 346) A-Sbuja, 136 173 3£& Salaries: Kollpae IX,
B. 1743VA ShuJajl pII)) 161}- b ) p P
(4) Tan.VIII, p.16.
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élreailyér a;lld; "D(; not open the hag, for) 1f the dlnars are one
habba lesa than 70, I shall not sell her.9 The bag vas finally
opened and the dinars welshed®*1 Both aneedotes do not ecettle
the question peremptorily, because the fast that one legal dinar
weighed a mlthqal rendeza weighing easier than counting whenone
had to do with a large number of dinars* At any rate, speaking
or Ink, U*«4iol njri (373/982) that Hugudohwa BI'l-v.***2 which
nay suggest that their coins are taken by weight*

There 1s however some evidence to show that ooins were
taken by the number of pleoes™ There was a strict supervision
on the weight of coins, and nueh stress was put on the definite
weight of the dirhams and dinars*” In normal tines the govern-
ment forbade the usage of worn out and clipped coins**1 Religl-
ous preachers banned dealings with clipped oolns as a kind of
riba, because were clipped oolns to be considered equal in value
to good ones, the dealer would acquire an unjustified benefit*
Had coins been taken by weight and not by number, such restrlo-*
tloas would have been meaningless*

Although our sources are silent on the existence of any
standard weights, such as glass weights, It remains probable
that coins were sometimes weighed* This was rendered inevitable
) MO B G2tp 57
§2§ Sabi, letters p*1131 p.141.

5

IJaW si, guoted inj M.G.T.B* IV 1941# p.374%
Ibid., p. 3



by several oirouastanoes® Thus for calculating the sakat, it
was necessary to oonslder the weights of the legal dinar (one
mithyval) and the legal dirham (14 qirats). In transactions
betheen different principalities with oolns of different
weights, the legal weights formed a common basis for under*®
standing®*1 Clipped and worn out oolns needed to be weighed
before they were accepted®* In spite of all the prohibitions,
the dipping of dinars was practised In frak* 2 In orltleal
times, the government itself had to condone the use of worn
out coins®* dull reports that 324/935 was a year of scarcity,
and tne waslr "made a proclamation allowing people to use clumsy
(ghalls) and worn out (aamsuh) oolns out of mercy for them#*-*

buoh oases were of course exceptional*

III. Ratio, of Oolft and Carr«nol.»

Throughout the 10th oentury there was a continual fluctua-
tion in the ratio of dirhams and dinarsi there was no definite
tendency In the first half of the oentury, but a rise in the
value of dinars became accentuated in later years®* The
following table gives the various rates of exchange,* regis-

tered in the Souroes:

1) 11*0*T*B, 1941, pg* 624%6 (by Assawl),
12 [.Khallikan I, p* 632%*

3) bull, p*71*

4 In the time of the Prophet, 1 dinar » 12 dirhams (J*A*1679
VII, p* 527.) In 'Umar Ils time, 1 dinar * 10 orl2 dirhams
(A-Yusuf. p#l65)* under 'All (-661 A*>*) 1 dinar = 10

dirhams (Masudl-V, p*327)* Under Harun (766-609) 1 dinar «
20%22 dirhams* Jah. p* 266*
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fiate Dlrhame to 1 dinar Atttfio*1*g
300/912 15 Tan.VIII, p.26
302/914 15 tiabl, pp.s8o-1
307/919 14* Eclipse I, p. 71
310/922 113/4 Sabi, p. 89
315/927 15 4Udama, p. 239
315/927 16 Eclipse I, p. 165.
321/933 14 Ibid. I, pp.273-4.
327/938 10 dull, p. 146
330/941 10
330/941 13 [Itrlal [.A. VIII, p.288-9

dinar] Eclipse Il,p.31,n.

332/943 15 Eclipse II, p.54
358/968 15 1.8., p.218.
390/999 20 Sabi, p. 395*
392/1001 23 [Sahlbl] Ibid, p. 468
393/1002 40 [Hae*ni] Ibid.,p.484

Varioua cause* Influenced these fluctuations:

(a) The amount of alloy in gold and allv.rt and tho
market prioo of gold and Oliver were certainly the chief
factor’";1 but a* the percentage of alloy la unknown,9 we
cannot properly gauge the influence of this factor.

Of. I.A., VIII, pp. 288-9} Eclipse, Et 31*

Qal% consider* 1/3 cogger a* the right proportion of alloy
am* (vol.Ill, 443% Ibn ftftanatl V 10 p. 25*
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(b) Though at times, the countries from Kgypt to Pe:
were parts of the same body politic, they newer formed one
monetary bloc. Whereas currency was bimetallic in Aserbaljan,
al-Jlbal, Jurjan, Tabaristan,1 Dailam and Rayy, it was
monometallic in Kgypt, Kirtnan, Bukhara and Pars. Th" last
three provinoes, belonged to the silver bloc* all commercial
transactions with them being carried In dirhams, and gold
considered as a merchandise.? Kgypt, on the other hand,
belonged to the gold bloe.® bo Irak held a position of an
exchange centre for the gold bloc in the west and the silver
bloc in the east, a faot which affected the ratio of its
two currencies.

(e) The value of the Iraki dinar was not always equal
to the Egyptian one. Aooordlng to kaqrixl, in 972 A.O., the
Iraki dinar of Radi was 20% less than the Kgyptlan dinar.”
Similarly the value of a dinar in dirhams differed in Irak
and the Persian provinces. In 321/933, for example, a dinar
was worth 14 dirhams in Irak, while it was equal to 13

dirhams in Rayy.~ This faotor, as well as the balance of

ig I.H ., p.230? p. 267% p* 273} p. 270 l1st.,p.208.

lst., p.168} p. 314} I1.H., p.224(B%JG.A.)
3 Ma%., p. 204.
(4) De bacy, Christ.at. 11, p. 13o0.
(5) Belipse I, p. 273-4, and p. 276.
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trade, must have effected e continuous movement of geld end
silver eoins between Irak end its neighbours*1 For example,
in 296/906, the merchant Ibn al-Jasses received 100,000
(gold) dinars from Kgypt*2 Maqdlel reports that the Egyptians
have much dealing in Radi dinars*
(d) Three particular factors contributed to the qui
rise in dinar under Bahaf*al-Dawla (379-403/969-1012)t
(1) The depreciation of the dirham by the increase of
alloy**
(2) In application of the law that bad coins drive good
oolns out of circulation, dinars were withdrawn, and
their scarcity in the market contributed to their dearth”
(3) The rise of the Fatlmid anti-Callphate in Kgypt
eame to hamper the circulation of coins*® Gold came
chiefly from Kgypt, and as Kgypt*s prosperity grew, more
gold was used on the spot and less was available for
export®* The general resentment of the Caliphate against
the Fatlnlds had also its share in the crisis* In
(1) TI*A* IX, p* 306; Sauvalre, J.A., 1680, XV, p* 450*

A-Shuja9, pp. 60-4.
(2) 9Arib, p.130; Kcllpse I, p. 35*%

(3) Mag* p. 204* Qalgashandl, though referring to a later
period, is still significant in saying that the dinars
circulating in Kgypt were either struck in Kgypt or impor-
ted from other countries® Vol*III, p* 440*

(4) Sabi, p. 402%*

(5) Cf. Sabi, p. 402*

(6) A-ahuja’ records the significant story of an Egyptian who
refused to take a dirham (struck by Adud al-Dawla) when
offered by an Iraki in Eg%/pt* The Iraki considered that
action as improper and offending, and complained to Adud
about it| = but the latter could do nothing, as the Fatlmlds

were enemies® see pp. 60-4
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427/1036, the Abbasid Caliph banned, the circulation of
Egyptian dinars* ?

IV¥  The Mint was supervised by the Caliph, the Buwalhid
prinse and their representations including the Qadls.2 For
the greater part of the oentury, this euperrlslon was fairly
strict*-* A decree of Tai* dated 566/976) requested "the
wall al-fiyar (l.e* mint-supervisor) to refine the gold and
silver used for coinage, so that dirhams and dinars be
struck without depreciation or fraud; and to protect the
dies (slkka) from being deformed* "4 The central mint at
Baghdad had standard weights (Imam)for dirhams and dinars,
to which provincial mints had to conform* "

Even when the revenue of the mint was farmed out, the
farmer remained under the watohful eye of the government*
When the farmer of the mint of Ahwas struck deficient oolns,
he was sentenced to death by Muviss al-Dawla* "

On the eve of the Buwalhid Invasion, coins were debased
(in 327/936) by the all powerful Amir al-Ufcara Bajkam who
"struck 111 shaped (wahoha)dinars with much alloy. This
produced some confusion, but It did not last Tong for in
330/941, Haslr al-Dawla restored gold coins to their purity,
EB * A*IX, p* 308*

The Qadl Tanukhl was a supervisor of a mint. Yaqut,
Diet*, vol.V, p* 302*

\) Sabl letters p. 113; P# 141
4) nglg,*, p*141; p*113*

Tan. I, p. 72.
7) dull, p* 136*
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with a weight comparable to that of the famous "SIndIl*
dinars*1

j.aqrisi belleves that throughout the Bumalhid period
currency was debased by heavy alloy* This Is not supported
by the faets for the period extending down to 379/969*2 But
under Baha'al-Dawla one hears of complaints and even riots
against the abuses with the currency® Abu shuja9 records a
Dallam!te riot In 363/993# explaining that *one of their
ooapialnts was the debasement of currency*"” In 397/999 the
Dallamites "complained about the deterioration of currency*
Dealings then were mainly In silver* 1in protest they
marched Inte the house of Abu User babur (the waslr)*** In
this case the debasement affected the dirhams, and the
crisis must have been acute for i1t coincided with the rise

of the dinars to a degree unparalleled during the whole

century* 2

V¥  The Oolns In Circulation
Multiples as well as fractions of the monetary units
were in circulation* The fAbbaslds had special.double

dinars bearing the Inscription "struck at the Hasanl palace

(1) bull, p* 229 says that Maslr had, with the barrafs
numerous discussions regarding the standard of the dinar
{9lyar al-»Dé&np.nlr) WhiC% may suggest that the sarrafs
favoured the increase of the alloy in the dinars* This
la understandable since the Sarrafs9 business was to pay
dinars for the bullion offered by the public| and any
increase of the alloy increased their profits*

2) Of* Tan*I, p* 72*

3) A*Shuja, p* 250*

aabi, p* 402*
3) Ibid, p* 3951 p. 4681 p* 464*
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for the private puree (icharlta)l of the prince of the Faith-
ful. * The Caliphs used to distribute them as gifts to
singers and other favourites.2 Asdi (306 A.H.) speaks of
dinars weighing 100 oithqals' eaoh.3 Yaqut relates that
Naxlr al-Dawla sent Sabi (Abu Ishaq) 10 of the "presents"
dinars (dananlr al-Slla) of 50 mlthqats each.® self al-
Dawla struck "presents' dinars" of 10 mlthqats each, bearing
his name and effigy.’ ibn al-'Amid, the oelebrated Buwalhid
waslr presented a poet with dirhams and dinars, each worth
five times the ordinary value of the coin.*3 uuktadlr, Mu'las
al-Dawla and Adud al-Dawla struck double dirhams.?

Medals were also called coins. When Amir nominated his
son Musa heir to the throne, he struck commemorative dinars
and dirhams, tenfold the weight of the normal ones.O In
325/936, Radi struck similar pieces weighing about five
dirhams each.”

Halves and quarters of dinars and dirhams were in

circulation too, 10 and were frequently issued by the succes-

sive Caliphs. At one time Abu Abdallah al-Barldl had

(1) Kharita hero means "Private Treasury". Doxy, Supplement

NF 3*3!  Kremer, o.c. . 53.
aq- lghatha, pg 59- 60 f. Karmall, p. 164, note 1.
Abul- aslm. p. Jah., p. 241.

4) Yaqut, Diet. J, p. 329.

5; fia'igh I, p. 123* Tha9alibi-Yatima I, p.12. Ja'far al-
Barmakl struck dinars of 100 mlthqats each. He used to
distribute them as gifts at the Rawrux and the Ulhrajan
fcR8ts« Maq.-K., p. 39*

) Tha'alibi-Yatima II, p.126.

J) Onhalib, p. 346* 346% 334%* Lavolx,p. 300.
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amassed as many as 20,000 half-41 rh&ms*1 Catalogues of

coin© abound In deseelptlons of halves and quarters of
dinars and dirhams*2

The Catalogues do not mention the secondary currency*
which served for small purchases, such as Qlrrata, Habbaa*
DanaqSi TasCuls and Falf* The first three were s«mll
weights of silver,3 and the last was a copper coin* equal
at one time to a quarter of a Tassel™*1

Kven loaves of bread were sometimes used as a currency* ?
Magqrlsl quotes a certain shaikh al-Ra*is Abu'l-Qaslm b*Abi
Zaid (who visited Baghdad by the end of the 4th oentury
A*H*) who says* "People go far in thinning lomtee which they
use as a currency®* They uao them in the place of dirhams
in their (dally) expenses®* and verify their value jn a ,way
agreed upon among then®* In doing this, they have a special
law to which they refer* Thus they reject musty (mukarral)
and broken losses as they return false dirhams and dinars*
They use bread to buy most of their food and savouries®* They

(1) Tan*I* p*147. He said that they weighed 10,000 normal
dirhams*

(2) BM. p. 13V (i dinar)} Ohalifc, 223 (adlrhan)} B.C.
1683, p.257 (1 dirtham)} 1bid., p.232 (idinar)} B.M.add
.75 (1 dinar)} LaV01x p- 282 (t dinar)} N.0,1919, p,198
% dinar). B.»., p. UO (i dinar)} Lavoix 320 (1 dinar)}
k« B* » p* 204§ d1rham ate™

(3) One danaq( ilver) * 1/6 dirham m 2V 3 qlrats (silver)*
10 habbas * 4 tassu s See N.C. 3d* a*» vol. IV, 1884*

_pp.77-6] Jahis-Bukh*, pp. 38-91 p. 193; Khuwarlsml (V)
.62-3.

(4 )pp Ibid*, p.197; 38-9 and p*2ui* 1 refer only to the
10th cent*

(3) Ibid., p*197.
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pay with It for the entrance to the bathe* It le accepted
by eellere of vine and spirits, and le not refused by the
smell cloth eellere and druggists ¢e» Each 60 loetasere eold
for one qlrat*"1 Ae each dinar wee worth 20*40 dirhams, In
the laet 10 yeare of the oentury, one qlrat wae worth 1*2

dlrhame* Coneequently 60 loaass were worth 1*2 dirhams*

VI. 1t1U 1U 1 fiolne

Theorlete elaeelfy eolne Into good and bad oolne* The
good eolne were struok on a good etandard and of comparative*
ly pure gold or silver® Good dinar® are deeoribed ae
natheqll wailna Jjyad* "dinar® of pure gold weighing one
nlthqal (each)*"2 Jahlz euggeete that the beet dlnare are
the red onee«™ Oood dirhems are called darahlm nucra*"

The bad oolne were subdivided Into:
(a) Zuyuf* or ooln9 with an admixture of oopper or another
baee metal* They were rejected by the treaeury9 and aooepted
by merchants according to their real value*® Jurists Inelet

that the receiver of euoh eolne be Informed about tl}ea9 €0

(I) Magqrlsl: "Ighathat al-Um»aH written ae an attempt to
outline the history of famlnee In Egypt from the creation
till 807/1404, pointing out the reacone for thoee famines,
and euggeetlng remedies for the future* This tract
contains the nucleus of his essay on coinage9 "shudhur alf*
uqud*M

Jahls.-Bukh* p.65.
Jahlz-Tobaseur, p.328*

4% Qalg* 111

, p. 443*
3) Karmali, p*gO*
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as to enable him to traat them accordingly#

The BahraJa were oolne with much alloy# The terra refers
mainly to dinars* but sometimes to dirhams ee well#1 Jahis
says that Bahrai dinars oould be deteeted by their Weight#z
The BahraJa were received by the treasury*"* but rejected
by merohante# Adud al-Dawla once struok dirhams of silver
mixed with copper and lead* but they were rejected by the '
merchants#**

Sometimes the terms Zuyuf and BahraJa are used as syne-
nyras*5 but as the government rejected the first and aooepted
the second it appears that the latter were struck by the
government while the former were forgeries#

(b) The Sattuoa were dirhams made of copper* and covered
with a thin layer of silver# In 384/994# "Uaaifir* chief of
the ArabsD intercepted the pilgrims and protested that the

dirhams which the government sent him in the previous year

were nuqra matllyya# i#e# "silver-plated dirhams" and wanted

(1) Hagqrisis Ighatha* >X]agp# 57-8; Jahis-Bukh# * p#134|
Jahis-Tabassur* £.328 Lisan III* p#39*

(2) Jahis-Tabassur® p#328.

3) Jahis-Bukh#* pp#113~4} Karmali, p#50# note I#

4) This 1s reported by the Armenian historian K#Asolik de
Taron, llfcme partis®* B#III* p.67# He adds that Adud al-
Dawla9 in anger* ordered his name to be inscribed on
pieees of baked clay and copper which he gave to some
persons to buy slothes and provisions with®* and that
nobody dared to refuse them# The fact that this story
1s not mentioned in Arab sources™ suggests that the
experiment was not carried further#

(5) Lisan III* p.39.
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a substitute for then.1 The law did not consider the
aattuqa as dirhams, because they contained more copper than
silver®
(e) "The aurada" were clipped dinars or fractions of a
dinar* Ibn JQtallikan accuses the Irakis of clipping dinars,
since "they use the small fractions (of a dinar) as a currency
and oall 1t frurada*"3 jbn Jubair also complains (580/ 1184.)
of this Iraki habit* ¥ Wormn out ooins wamsuh were also
considered bad9 because they had less real value than the
new* In 515/947# the governor of Wasit complained that his
deputy at kayy sent him 40#000 dirhams which "were bad and
out of circulation,”5 and would lose much in the exchange
(Serf)*

legally, clipped er defective coins were not acceptable
in paying taxes, but individuals were free to accept or
reject thenTanukhi relates how in the time of Mudiss
al-Dawla, a director of the mint in suqal-Ahwas struok
defeotive dinars and sent some of them to Basra to buy beasts
of burden, and how they were refused by the Baridis*?

Bad ooins were accepted only at lower rates than good
ooins™* &
83 [*A* Dt» p. 74.

dee dauvaire, ] .a. VIZ aerie , 1880 XIV, pp.456 ft. j
Kagnali, p.50, note 4 and p.147) Jehia-Bukh., pp.133-4.
S £rl‘(ha11 ilean [, p.632.

J Jubair, p.218. Both (3% and (4) relate to the 12th
century but are quoted for Illustration.

Kollpae I, p.171*

Abu ye'll, p. 166.

Tan.l, p.72.

Itacardl, pp.150*1. Kolipae I, p.171.
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VII# official mint houses existed in the capital and
in the important provincial centres.1 Striking coins vas
considered a prerogative of the sovereign or his representa-
tives. Abu YaUl, quoting Ibn Hanbal states: "Coins should
not be struok except at the mint and with the authority of
the government} for if people are allowed to do so (on
their own) they would commit great wrongs*2 Mawardi suggests
that only ooins struok in the mint be admitted in circula-
tion.”

On the other hand, the mint was open to all, and any-
body was allowed to bring bullion and receive an equal amount
of oolns, in exchange*** in the 10th oentnry, merchants and
sarrafs brought bullion to be coined for them, and aoted as
interm ediaries between the mint and the public* 5

The government charged small royalties on coining}
such royalties being described as "the price of wood and the
fee of the worker. Abd al-halik fixed the amount of
these royalties at 1%.

This mint tax constituted one of the items of revenue
in 9A1l b. *Isa*s list (306 A.H.), where the revenue of the

mints of Baghdad, Samarra Basra, waslt and Kufa amounted to

1 See 2aydan 22, p. 113.

2 A-Ya’lly, p. 165.

3) Mawardi, Fp. 150-1.

4) s .. A-Ya’li, p. 1e6s.

5) Sabi, letter, p. 113, p. 141t Ma'allm al-wurba, p.68.
6) Baladhuri-K., p. 14.

(7) Maq.-A. p. 36. Zaydan augg.ata that aonetlmaa It

differed in different towns, vol. I, p. 123.
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60, 370 dinars, for one year*1 Taking tha foe at i%9 tha
value of gold and allvar oolna issuea in 306/916 was equal to
6,037#0C0 dinars, in addition to tha amount issued by the
government®* This fact continue the great ooamereial activity
of tha period and the Vaet amount of oolna in circulation**

To fabricate oolna outalde the mint waa a forgery*”" An
offender of this olaaa waa placed in the pillory**’ Equally
punishable were the acta of clipping oolne9 aa well aa of
replaoing some of their contenta by baae metal* *Abd al-m alik
had the hand of a man amputated on the charge of clipping a
dirham*” For the aame crime, Ibban b* 1Uthman, a governor
of Medina administered thirty whlpa to the offender and put
him in the pillory**

The proeeea of atrlking coins waa aa follows™ first,
gold and silver were refined by melting them several times*
Secondly, pieces of a definite weight were out and hammered to
take a round shape* Thlrdly9 the round pieces were stamped

out with an iron die ealled al-Slkka.7

S! See Saydan II, p* 113* _ _ .
In this connection, the habit of hoarding gold and silver

coins in the 10th oentury must have cut down the amount of
oolna in circulation considerably*

Baladhuri-K., pp. 15-6* A-Ya’li, p. 167*

Sull p. 148~

A -Ya'll, p* 167* Baladhuri-k*, p* 16* so did Ibn al-
Zubalr*
A+Ya'i, p* 167* Baladhuri-k9 pp.16-7*

[on-Khaldun-K. , pp. 103-4* Mawardi, p. 150* Baladhuri-K*,
P*14* Maq.-M. .7* A-Yafli9 p.167.
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The standard of Living

introduction 3
Prices
a) The year 3V NI lo ¢ dividing line between too periods* -
b) Prioes of odd artloXwi on tU of land, a mill atone,
O donkey, a horse, o camel, oloth, middling, lettooos,
noodles, slave-glrla.
o) *11091101 gifts m 3261 Ibn Tuqghj* Ita Ba'lq
331» Huttail 'a son
2831 Caliph's
3691 Ta'i
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al—Dawla*.* gého e{I:Da;}zfri;.
d) Dotes* 313 A.K.) 331 a*II*
e) itloe, prlooo In 300 A#H. and 330-1 a*H*
t) Wheat and barley and bread*
1) before 331é*lf)l*
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367 regulated .prlee of wheat, prloe of bread
316 sta]%dard prloeo of vheat and barley
323 prloe of bread, regulated prloe of flour

329 wholesale prlee of wheat
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329

330

332

334

338
349
358
373
382
383

391

397
398
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famine prloe of wheat

ecuroity andfamine, prices of wheat and barley
and bread and flour

rlr,oj prloe of brant of bran-bread

eentraat between ooarclty and ordinary prices of

wheat and bread

prloe of broad, time or abundance
r&ee, prloe of wheat, of barley
» prloe of wheat
fnine, prloe of wheat and barley
aearelty, prloe of bread
prloe of wheat, of flour
normal prloe of bran, a aearelty followed -
prloe of bran
rlee

abundance, prloe of wheat

g)'" Conclusions

h)

11.

Uauaea of soarelty

moawe
Remarfecei
a) The CaUphai Income before 334 and after 334

b) She waslra
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1) Ubaldallah b, wulaiman, Saalr of Mu'tadid
2) Dm alHPuret 196-9 A*SU

3) Khaqganl 299-301 A*H*

4) Xfeas&bi 31>5 A.H.

3) ‘All 4. XM 315 A.H.

6} Salary of tha voolr In 324 a«K»

salary of Buwalhid waalre*

o) soaretarloa

1)4 Secretary of Biaren al-Aalnna (304-6)
2) ” " of Mean al-Ara (306)

J) e * of Dlwan al-Oawad) before and after
315 AH.
4) * the bureau of Royal domains (313)
9 . * of Dlwan al-iJashrlQ (315)
4) » * of Hiwen al-Aziama (319)
m"QTaiPow

1) Before 334
1) Xnooae of Raslbl (d.301) governor of JXauliaapur,
sue and radaraya
2) Income of Mad&ral, governor of r-sypt
3) » m the Betrldla in 311 a»H. (oov. of Waalt)
and In 324 juH* (Oov* of .Mama)

4) other governors
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**) meg 33k AH.
1) More freedom to seeucanlate wealth due to central
weakness
2) Less Income than before* In ease of state control
I Judaea -
salary of a judge of Baghdad 269
Salaries of judges In the Buwalhid period - 330 off
Vamakhi'e ealaryj salary of the judge of Baghdad.
Tha artny
1) salaries of soldiers under tndetadlr (317)* nounted
Cavalry
2) Xaoome of the commander In chief
A fter 33L A.H.
1) salaries of Dallsmite privates and captains In3%6 A.1U
2) salaries to Arab rearuits In 371
3) Idd=sof privates in 367 A.H.
ip) 3alAil<Ni of oofiSBiantttjp® in 379 A.H.
The Masses
m,t) ToensMM
1) Income sufficient for one man at the beginning of
the 10th oentary
2) Income sufficient for a middle-class fsally - be-
ginning of 10Ut ocQttffy
3) Income of a shop-keeper per year (301 a»H»)

4) * ». small pedlars and shop-keeper
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5) income iraffioimt for * worker's family 1B
8th - 9th. ojervtury

6) wags of a swriwu-, cutting glass

7) the fw for a gronnar lesson

0) wage of an aeeomfttmt of a shop

9) wage of a travellor-'loctor par vl.-.1t

10) wage of a tratebmcn

[ 11>a w n .%g jjiaattM 1M 1tK jaifc
MM St

*) aafia,y» 32.v

1) Hacttttfcs

t) tndcr Hu'tooid

3) " MMkta&lr

k) after liwktadlr
A > tflog 33k

1) Ho social aerriooa before 369
a) social e rviooa of *Adud al-Dawla 3&9~72
3) lack of s*s* after 372 A*HL
vV, #JADESid tUPO
*a) The Caliph
1)
1) iiu'tadld’s palace expenditure
2) aufctafl's luxury

3) M ktadlr

4) Comparative economy after MuktaAlr
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11) 334 * bo luxury duo to modost inoeras

b)

d)

the tfaalr

1) rbn al-Purat

2) All b. 'lu

3) Herald b» al~'\bbaa

4) Khaolbl (313-5)

5) Itan ituqla (317 A*H*)
Barldl

Haeir al-; .twla

1) How a man utilised his inharltanoo of 30,000 dinars)
his equipment and food

2) How a man utilised his 40,000 dinars) his house end
food* r

3) Breakfast of a ralddlo-olusa nan

Tiff irHMTI

1) The food of a peasant

2) a meal of a raiser (eve of 10th oentury)

3) the meal of a boetaan (306)

4) the food of the poor In general

3) the steals of an asootie (361 juH«)

6) the food of bedouins
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1) confiscatione and thair reason - procedure of
8) ©ooparison between the too periods (before MMIafter 534)
3) confiscations ae the main source of revenue to oorae woslra
4) eane aonaequausea of oonfiaoation
a) mde officials unjust
b) attempts to hide wealth by
1) deposits
11} burying — ears examples* signifleanoe
9} leak of definite proportion between the inootae and tha

Sy

amount of canflaoatialu ~Sons examples .
6) some good effects of the prootlea of oenfisoatie_:n

74 eonfieoatlen of the property of non-offioisls

6) a list of eonflaecatlanebetween 896*301 A.H./908-991 A*h*
from Itan maiiaTi’ull

9) a list of confiscations by Xha al-i'uret in 311-2/923-4

general soaclagaoaa



The Staafiw* of Living

w & iw m

Our sources contain a groat mass of details on court life *
on the I&Tishneas of wasirs and wealthy merchants, on the homes
of high o fficials, etc.j hut such anecdotic features sire no

true picture of the situation in the 10th oentury* because they

throw light on the life of a small minority. The life of the
masses who worked on land* in orafta and in email shops is just
as > if not more - im portant. Tet sources give hardly anything

about them* only some odd references scattered in the texts

enable us to get an ooeasional glimpse of the situation.
from the seonouile point of view* the society was divided

into three main categories”*

(1} the proletariate which consisted of paupers, peasants™ -
workers, craftsmen and small dealers*

(2) the middle class oomprised the bulk of merchants, o fficials
and owners of small estates!

(3) the rloh to whom belonged the Caliph and his direct rela-
tives*™ high o fficials* like wasirs and chief secretaries”*
and suoh wealthy merchants as Xbn al-Jaseos. The lines of
division were neither strict nor exactly corresponding to

the purely social classes of the period.
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M aterial poBsoasiano graded aa follows*
the very poor lived in noagues on alas. Next came a person

owning a wanll house* to whioh a boat or a donkey would be added*
Bl IS BT RN RN HIX- N tiox o Togrm CEE ‘e

[ ~r " dlgi

if income incraased®* The next to get was a small estate® and
than a large house with servants. If a man was engaged in
trade* he would widen the field of hie operations®* but estates
were the basic feature of well-being. A few servants were a
usual distinction of tha members of the middle olaas from the
poor* .vzfyhile large estates e}md a big housser divstirwlguished the
rich fr.om' .... the middle olaas. “ |

The main itat&a of food were limited in ntsnber and were
ohiefly of agricultural origin. First came wheat and barley*
and their produots. This la testified by the frequent reference
to their prioas. bates were abundant and formed an essential
element of nutrition. Rios was the ingredient of most dishes.
Meat or fish was very important and available to the majority

of people. Those might be called the four pillars of daily
diet.
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L'Price la under the aiekle"}
The *alibi - hhass* p.70

Our sources glee odd prices of different commodities.

AR NS —'5" o A v r-" *H - B [ — N %JT & ”» v »

Though thene quotations are inadequate for building up a prloe-
index* they help to fora a background to the study of the sten-
dard of living and the degree of eonfort uOoeusiblc to the
various classes of the population.

In aplte of the shrinking of the empire* the 10th century
witnessed an expansion of trade and a growth of the urban life
and the banking institutions. These factors oust have raised
the standard of living* at least In towns”* but the weakness of
the Caliphate probably discouraged enterprise* and reduced the

income of the state whloh was the great pillar of aoonatalc

The Buwalhid invasion in 331/915 narked a new epoch. its
consequences were far-reaching in the economic field. The
Caliphal court oeased to be the centre* and modal of luxury®*
the Buwalhid palaoes did not compensate for thla loss* and
consequently the marked for merchants was considerably reduced.
The treasury was transferred from the Uallph to the Buwalhlds2*

1. Khaldun, Prolog., p.-239.
Eclipse ZZ* p.87* p.107.



waa recruited raainly among foreigners (Tories and Dallam !tea).
The soanomy tended to depend more on land than on .Toney, as It
appears Tran the Buwalhid system of giving estates In plaoe of
salaries1. As lands hod passed Into the hands of Dalianl!te and
Turkish soldiers* the resouroes of the country were exploited

e o ANy W eiteriE 0 Gt i e m - “ T < . e
to the advantage of these outsiders who hod little connection
with local economy™ There are hardly any indications on the
bonking activities under the Btsraihids, vshiah Indiestos their
comparative unimportance during that period. A ll these con-
siderations make the year 35k A.B. a convenient dividing line
between two periods.

The prlesti or the most frequently quoted goods are our

chief guiding thread* yet other prices are also oharaoteriatie.

Xn the following table* they are classified according to the

chronological order*

Bollpse XX* pp.96-100.
Ibid. II, p.97-99.
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iTIQO
am A *FL<&k&&
303 AH. one all (dhira') of land on the Tigris*
in a poor quarter in Baghdad- 1
390 A*H* a good uhzira*
329 A»H. A donkey* 10
301 A»H. An oxoollant horao of imjkur, a slave
of 3aif al-Dewla” , 1000
0*10*0 A.H. A cant-l in Baara9 2-3
301 A*H* Cloth* worn toy a iafii*a plena 100
301 A*B» . oy *All to. *lae6 : 20
372 rsaglatuni cfclrt»..©Of ordinar ualit
in %aghdad. eaoh> ¥ ARSI 5
Uanai lino oloth (MjygB*)ptept in
roofi-tubes. Loch rodd-tabo0 2
An Antonian set of furniture of ton '
mmall oarpets®* slth cushions* divans and
a large aarpetx
0«330 A*K* Excellent dish of ir'alucUmj (pudding
with almonds)* eachio 5 90
(1 suli, p.267.
2) I*l»* p.222.
3) Tan*I1* 9*29.
y Eclipse III, p.213.

IW.h» * p. 22m*

»>abi, p.301"

A-Chuja, p.6?
1 Tha’alibl-Lata’if, p.72.
9% Tan.P.I* $*103.
0) Tan.I* p.61e
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iPlqa
AUnor  Slrfaaia
«

345 A*H« Lettuces in Baghdad, 20 for
HV9 of 5* -4 nosdlea"

0. >00 A*ii> A olttvo-girl'e ohorga tor one night"

o. 300 A.H. . meceptionally talented singing
gir# 30,000
A beautiful slawa-jirl with bis .
1'wW . 5,000
326 A.H. A oiar«-ijirl Of JahKhlysri was
talssn trow him in oxahsnga tor
a tins of5 15.000
330* A,H. a singing girl” 3,000
tiphra (1*a> tfupilal O ifta}
326 a.H. Xba xuabj —tjavo his Urids ¢
ftahP of 30.000 m
3 H. Xbn Hsia jo,.;in-eh.) offered
b $s aidyZ 15.000
331 A*B* auttnai*# son otters™ Hseir «l-
Bs«a2afs daughter tor the UshrS [46,000] 500,000
Thus u prince*s gift was about
throe times that of his OWr-
leip in—eh.
282 AH* Caliph Hu’tadld, to Khuaiw WOUI*H
. Aangjhtar'”? 1,000,000
1 tun.I, pp.65-6.
2. Tea.2, Babt,
3 Ahtrl xasto, 9 *73*
6 Ibid., 9.63%*
BMUU, 9.75.
; m il, 9%101.
7  Tan.-Farsi H» 9.145%

S till, 9.101.
Ibid., 9.234. Kaoh dinar than m 13 dlrhann.

Um 9.731 at* ArbilU, 9*173*



Data
569 A.H.
384 A.E*
384 AH*

313 A.B.

331 A.H.

0. 300 A*Ha

330-1 a.H.

fISSESMSZ .
T1’1* to Adod al-bawla's daughter*

]sd1f to BahA ’al-Dawls's * 8

J4uhadhdhib al*Divla (ruler of the
Batiha region) to Bdfit’ -ilrOesla's
daughter.?

Bella1l al-Dewla*s son to L7?uhadhdhitfa
daughter?

Dates .

Fresh dates were abundant In Bagh-
dad| 8 ratio were sold for 1 hahbat,
or 2k retie for

Abundance of dates in Baghdad.
1000 rattls for 7 dinars or
Ik raU.3 1i‘ori>

aloe

An 'w all pressed for inwiey, sold
Mo rics“before harvest, eaoh
kurr for®

The prloe of one kurr of rise In
Baghdad -

even allowing another seven dinars
pzef&t

Xbn al-'Ibri, %299«
A-Obuja*, p.25k.
Ibid.

Helipse, X, p.146.

36 habbaa
soli, p.216. A dinar m 10 dirhem then.

fan* VXXX, p.67.
Ib id .V IIl, p.92.
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. 1mloe
éléggfL q) rh”n

100,000

100,000

100,000

100,000

Hash dinar than * 12 dlrhansf and



. dirham
for the Merchant In the first case the

r&M In price la 330 A.H. would be still
More than twofold.

307 A.H. Following a rise la prloee* the yoremracnt
regulated the prloe of wheat per "average
kurr" at 50 diners1t 1.0. 1 rail ooeted 1
Bread* one rati2 for 0.18
0.316 A.B. The jttM fIW LO Eilt *e* «*“ kW /fr «* «*mm»
and one ham™ of barley waa 60 dinars”.
00 OOG_]G4 oaloolutes frora thlS that the
standard prloe of a kurr of shfene;cw\;as '34;

dirhams or 36V 3 dinars and that of barley

as 355 dinars or 83~3 dinars. Thns

wheat, one rati 1.9
barley * a 0.71
323 AH. Rise of prises In Baghdadi one rati of
bread? Public osreplatnts node the wealr 0.25
fix the priee of "Xonr ati 1 rati for6 0.2
329 AH. Wholesale priee of a kurr of wheat
25 dinars7
aaf.rata °»g

(1) One kurr Mu'addal m 3 ordinary kurrs * 1500 ratls. Khuvaris
mi p.43.
2)  oll ae X 75*

3 «u
B.G. A %I p. 9
3U«LIf |>eule
Stoll* p.71 oayot on* makfcufc costed 3 dirhaas* aoh aakfctflc

« 15 rotls# O0f« Uaq« p«129 wd itoarisr'il#
(7) IMA.; p*H.§e 208 k«fM woo* oold ft>p 5,000 dinar*.



Bad of

339 A.H.

..121 V*

330 AK.

332 a.H.

334 A.H.
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Famine In Baghdad, A kurr of wheat costed
110 dinarsl. one ratt of wheat 2.6
Meanwhile olothee and estates beosne ao aheap

that what van worth a dinar was sold for a

"ESQ&' /3\*r > Do ee WY A AL * O 7Jr N
Scarcity, than grove famine. A kurr of ohoat
ooatod 210 dinars, ana rati 4.2
Than ttaprloesoared wupto3i7dlnara?.1 rati 6.3
H«riev ooeted120 dlnare perkwi”, 1 rati 2 .4
- LiQ ru tl- 0*4
" 0 0.25
Blse In prlooa. hrtn per rati . 2.4
Bran bread per v ¢/ =TT 0.4

A striking contrast between normal end soar-
olty prlooa In Baghdad* at a moment whan

Baotom Baghdad was under siege.

Bread Inwest* Baghdad nor rati 0.2
| * Boat . g "6 1.2
mheat o *.<400 dinars per kurr)®

perrati 12

1) ZJewel XII, folio 10a.
2) Antakl, p. 97

3) flar- Heb., p.162.
I Z. Jawml XXX, folio 14%*.

sull.,
I.a.

225,
p.293, gives the prloe as 4 ratls for 2 qirate.

20 qlrata « 1 dinar m (In 330 AH.) 10 dirharaa.

gives the prloe of a qafis as so dlxtaw.

,9) Bar-Heb, p.1Gi4 X Jsosl XXX, folio 21b. Bates wore sold
1 rati for O 9 dirhams, ess Antakl, p.104.



330 AB AtaBtam

Bread per ratil 0*05
349 A*H» RIM in prloe ee&In ttosultaneat par rati 2%4
barley " 1 2 1.6
350 AH. Rise to pvtoM. Akurr of wheat ooeted
90 dinars™. Wheat per rati 2.7
373 AH. ©aroity and famine.
Wheat par kurr 4000 dlrtmas nor rati 0.16
m Py " Fe40 " * "L * - 4*00
370 AH A riee to prises, followed by a wave of
emigration fraa Irak?
gbﬁ A.H. aozﬁ'oiit.y to Baghdad. “read .par .rati6 40
383 AH. Frioes still hltft »iee ° « 1.00
hsatt 6000 dirhams for a kurr per rati7 13*3

391 AH. The normal prloe of bran wee 3 nutii dinars

for 240 ratls. Mma bran perrati 0.85

> % K- < m ' 1

This p’rloe shove a decre"ase .fr(.)ﬁi that df 323
A.H. A month later the prloe rose, and bsomss

0
naUMratl 0*4
‘MM

1) Bs* Psb,1 p.1001 Eollpse 11* p.125.

fll X.A. VIIX, p.397. .2

3) 1Ibid. VIII, p.4431 1. Jewel XII* folio 70a.

\k) Bar<iMb.» p.1701 1. Jawssl XII, folio 97a gives the prices
of a kpi1* of wheat aud barley respectively as 4000 and 2000
dlrfm o#

(5) XAXX, p.35. Ibn Sal adds that a ootntlesa nunber of
people perlahcnl.KhUlafs*, pp.65-6.

6) X.A.IX, p.66. . .

7) LA.XX p.71*% aellpse 111, p.302* 1 rati flour - 1 dirham.

8) Sabi, pp.242-3*



1 —

>l<
At ThekTFIa was followed by 3 f%mmve In NOA ey 1
332 A*A. INNA was **1d for a h1 2WT prloe '

m > A" K .
. yet there was a* famlne ThlS 1nd1cates

that in general average prices were lower

in 391 AH. than la 332 A.B*

397 A« A rise la prices produced disturbancesz-

396 A*R* great abundanoe. A kurr of wheat costed

12 dinars”. One rati for 0%96

From the above table on* concludes that*

(1) Average prlooa tended to rise In the pre-Buraihld period}

(2) Average prices took a slow downward trend la the mnralhld
parted}

(3) Periods of aoaroity recurred la 307* 323* 329-30, 332* 334*
349*% 396, 373* 376* 382-3* 367* 391* bat with the exception
of 329-30 end 362-3 each period lasted lees than a year.
The rise of prloe* was net In the Interest of officials or

wage samara>’< since their salarles war* flxed* bet it could be

*V

to the advantage of tha baslnsss peoplefk It seeos that hoardlng

NgWWW ii sesii“iwwawoewaiii nsi m! lll—0mmmmmm iwi—

(1) The depre01at10n of the dlrhoa is taken Into consideration.
In 392 it was 1/23 dinar eompared to 1/13 In 332. See aabi*

(I) XTAIX, p.143*
éS; Ban-Hsb. p.163.
4 clipaa I pp.74-5.
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*as the przmmerreason for scarc1ty1<< Thir was illustrated in
307 A*H* whan Hamld b* al- 'Abbas (the farmer of the taxes of tbs
saarad) delayed the sale of the crops* so that prioea rose In
Baghdad to an alarming degree* Tha Caliph sawed the situation
toy restricting the prioea mad toy a aeries of other energetic
measures, he ' ordered the shops and the storehouses belonging
to Httaldf qtoelM 9theF\ tho royal prtoooo and the ohiedT
effleers at the empire to be opened and the sheet to be sold
at a reduction of 3 dinars on the kurr, and barley at a pro*
portlonate reduction} and orders were Issued to merchants and
retailers to adopt the sane prloe***

But It was difficult to overcome the resistance of
hoarders® la 358/966 prices sere restricted, but the aoaroity
beflBHW g—»«> and the prices seared again?*

ureughte as in 329/9wA and the deetruetian of cropa toy
locusts®*’ caused aoaroity and dearth® 8till mere harntful sere
the internal ears during which canals were destroyed**, ocas™
nunloatlsdno* (as in 334/945W)41*r;terrupted and a feelmg of .

insecurity prevailed) all resuiting in the withdrawal of

(1) Cf* tfacirlzl, Xghatha, pp.13-4) pp.17-6.

2 Olipae If p 5#54«"5*

3 X.AYIX2, 43) X*Jewel XXX, folio 70s*

) X* Jawsi XXI, folio 10a.

3 fiarHHeb., p. 165) p*167| p.185.

u6i Of* sell, p*108| ]53 .225) p.106.

7) see I*a. VHI ¥>» Antakl p.lQv> bar-Reb., p.164.
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1

Unjuat taxation and decay in the irrigation system dls-
o

ooumged famers from cultivation end reduced the crops -

The government had no reserve supplies to anticipate famines*

The only resource it had was to bring supplies to poverty stric-

ken areas from outside”.

(1)

(2)

3)

111*  Imamo

Three points are to he stressed in dealing with inoomet
Income WdS very unevenly distributed in the 10th oonturyj
there were a few possessors of vast incomes* a small middle
class, and the masses W ith scanty incomes.

The sense of personal property and the respect duo to it
were not strong a foot illustrated by the many confisca-
tions. =

The Buwalhid invasion upset the previous balance of income,
starting from above*

On the basic of an o fficial docuaent Ibn Mliskawaih states

that the amount sf money received toy the private treasury (B ait

Hal al-Khosea) of Kuktadir in 25 years (296-320) me 89,830,000

dinars, of which about 17,000,000 dinars were spent for o fficial

purposes, and the rest covered the palace expenditure . Thus

of. ouli, p.106* rallyss n , p*ies=*
selipcs IXF: FB,9&-100J X.Khaldun, Proles., p.252.

suli, pp.22D-t)] Belipse XII, p.202.
Belipse 1, p.241.



for tha palase would bo 2,880,000 dinars a year or 240»000 din-
an « month. Ho wonder than that the luxury of the Oaliphal
fi oFWA ke §'¥T e\ m .-
palaoe taxed tha 1mag1nat10n of t]lS ©ontuwporery wrlters
. 3h 334/946 Uulaa al oearla took pcwer

the Caliph baoaaa bin pens1oner At first* itu’ias ass'i}'pusd to
» JC . cev *°m 't o )
the Caliph ;iutf 2*000 dtrhnron a dayl™ or 60*000 dirhams ¢ month
(a about 46*000 dinars)* Xa tha sans jrwar* after tha 1h o 1i1ttl
of Httti, and the advent of Ta*i*» 4ulxx al-Dawln replaced tha

_ S
Caliph*a pension by a great of estates' * with the yearly reroauo
of 200*000 dinars' rftua toe Caliphal income of 296-320/906-52
5 D & $TT  't"NIVE Y ? dmv e £ A TSR g1
woe reduced after 354/945 to approximately 7 .

Xtc wealth the wosira were next only to the caliphs.

asta
278/«92 gHHaM uft , . . kud& i& _ssm *of .

received as a salary 12,000
261/895 Ubaidullah's salary was replaced by ah

estate of a revenue of . 200%000
d*29]/ Al—*Ahbaa b.al-Hasan. wasir of U tittafi*

received from his private estates™ 120,000
%3{?_—191/ akjllaB ft* ##H tiktadir, was

given, a spaolal residence on the 'Cigpio with

cocte adJoinins houses covering m arcs of

173*346 eq. dhina’s. Bis income consisted oft

mmmmm

gl) Koli*so IT# y#67« _
2; They ware sailed Diya* al~fhl<fena, i.e. "estates for the 8
y|0e the Gal.iph#w
’3} sellpso B*106.
f£fab1® p*20.
Eclipse x, p.239.



50*

\NE

31V 925

Ptg»

fhe revenue of estate* grvnteO by the

. - o 30*%000

~ottO. 110,000

' %k

The revenue of hie private estates . 1,000,000
When out of ofrioe, bin tooeue froo . ;. o T g
M's private estates 800,000
Prom vezlrlal estates 30,000
KLs aalaty” fckfiflfl

Total 110,000

o ffloo 110,000
ft»T*h< reoeived
His salary 60,000
Me vaeirlal estates (approx,)6 134,000

fetal 214*000

(I

frota Ms private estates is variously calculated

at 800,000 - 2*¥oec-GCO ulnara, but 1,000,000 soflos to be a
reasonable ectlnate. 3ee 3cbi, p*1391 327-31 Arib, p.371
Kolipso I, p.6?.
;3J Sabi, p.3231 P.139.
,4) Ibid*, pp.261-2.
.5; asbl, p.282.
ollpse Z, p.19]t



pate
315/927

Sot revenue of vsuslriol estates i m 1%0,000

B ttW 1 84,000
Total 294,000

income from pr‘iva‘te.estatesp 30,000

yftosn out of office, his iaeoae from his

private estates vtuT 30,000
In aAdltlozie ws&lra* soim ~  stHaoial a&l&rl&Se

w_%"t A w L SV Vo,-jL , »,C k. .ces w *ff i b

Thus in his first vislarete,
Ibn aX-Purat’s three sons received” 16,000
- XROQFIXep &P 19 S WESUOWY B .
(311-2 A*3*} and 11l b» 'Isa's sen reoeivsd5 24,000
Besides, vasirs received presents frora various

sources™ m m 'All h* 'Isa beearoe wa:
| ~fIg* ! t->=5 a'w-timiit" ' V4 "Wy, > Ji¢
927, MUktsdir sent hits a present to the value of 20,000

dinar/'* Governors and other officials also sent presents to

v
the vasirs e

Ech%se X, p.159*
Ibic , p.-110,

ftbi, p. 322,

Tbid*1 p*23*

- clipt.c 1, p 154 end P*159*

3fe§f, m}1*

Scllpue X, p.253, p*44) 3abi, y*92*



After 32V 935» whan m ilita ry corsoandera M alrPaara®)
M iM i power, the salaries of was!*™ decreased. The decretory

of Amir al*Ctaare* was the real administrator* end the waair only

ftfS 0

dIHftM leM M

331/942 jjm .y a m al-IRfahsni
Salary1 8400
334/949 in the mrsihid period rani** received

igtaa and no each salaries. The revenue

of Twsiriul i<jta* woe 50,000

v Xhue the salary of the wasirs in the

Buwelhid period decreased by 204*000

T V* . t*V oo W L, VR L -, W= %V e > . Jf e *

dinars (per annum) in comparison with

315/927* 1.e. By 8o.1* 1

S ecretaries of ocatrstl tmreauo were highly Sold.
e ctru-rp p.
To the secretary of Am .g/jfciIBBa together aSEft

w ith hie staff end the expenses of papsr3 7*000
306/919 secretory of the Ho*y-bttx*eauM Diwen al*»*At«4 160
314/986 leoretcry of ..afe fIffii 500

Secretary of £3«H ftI-KW a*
(i.e. private and new royal domains)5 800
1) Eclipse XX* p«3]| Antakl. p.93.
2) in 357/ 968, Xzr ol-iw la appointed ..hires! as his waair and
"granted him an iota' yielding a revenue€ of 50000 dinars, as

*« P » n, p.-842)

3) 8*W#"201. ,ar,<dp.,.&teia «»* « coordinating Divan. '

1] "sabi. p321—m  F

Ly TV s e e e le V » o ARy
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Date tUna— «.
) m aih

Ik Us attaint to wcdesul*«* 'aU rouueod.

(3a 315/927) the salaries 6f vtws *klo1all

bjr i or 1/3* fhuaj

315/926 Seewtary of :dwan al-gared received 333V 3
* "' dwaa dipdtaalwia (IFe* bureaa
of tile rfaetusa .rovinaes) 100
Dooretaw of —»
319/931 Decretal . * with hie staff2 2700

X found bo M fawnoo to the ecal&rlee of secretaries in the
Bawaihld period® tU « 1s significant as the ailitarisatlon of
the state institutions diminished the importance of secretaries
in that period* and nest of the divans ware closed3.

governors®* legally end illegally, enjoyed large tin

mcto

Baslbi* governor of Jundisnbur, :ms end

Hadharaya had 41l Inecuao of4 I,UX),OOO
300-10/ hadare'i (Husain b./mH.) had a salary of 36,000
vz income from private estates (approx*p 230,000

ssabyi* 9*314*
coli;»bc X* p*iiS6f
Ibid. 21* >Ep.97-100.
.er1b, 9*23
~aab1™ 99%*320—41 the. KharalJ on hie estates was 100%000
dinars lainu&lly p*36. °
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dln:ayn -sor

M sm

From misappropriation of government dues or

from doueeurs, op to1 660,000
311/923 Income from private estates, whan governors

of Waait2 30,000

Xnoorae as governors of Ahwas (appro+*.)3 2,265,000

916 A governor received from the waslr Hamid:

for his table 36,000

" * slaves® expenses4 : 15,000
314/926 The governor of al-dlbal reeelved as his table

expenses5 60,000

to the Buwalhid period, the authority of Baghdad hardly ex-
tended outside Mesopotamia, being mostly confined to Irak and
Ahwas. The provinces aero committed to "the powerful Oollamite
favourites" or to "the farmers" of taxes whose only concern was
to enrioh themselves at the expense of the governmentand the
population. "It oecaeed to be the fashion to present any balance
sheets to the divan. Thus the governors had a freer hand then
before.
(1) Be seotmulated from the “douceurs" only 2,000,000 dinars

in three years. Of. Eollpse I, p.lo6» aabl, p.&6 and

P fifjO 1.
2) ellpso X, p.110.
,3% Ih1d I, pp.349-50.
% Sa}al p. ?6 .
olipae 146
63 Ecl 1pse X)(,ppp.96-9,
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Admd alHM VIt wh **** only Buwalhid rul#r toM tabllsb ef*
.@%tiv#*wﬁoq:t“)l-{% t '\slﬁkeﬁf&ﬁ%nf&ﬂ}gvz{l 36"4/27%* hg ap.pointed Ifcp i
Baqiyyn governor of W asit, 1'lkrlt* ’Ukbura and *Arana and
granted Aim an i<jta* ot 500 Odstunele 7hi
mooA lose than those o+ the governor® in the pre-Buwaihid
period# and suggests that rhea the government had the governors
veil under control* their salaries were lee* than in the pro-
Buwalhid period*

Among other civil officials!

din;.re u month
315/927 The chief uuhtaaib of Baghdad received2 100
279-285"The iutec of AagAdadj hie deputy? the
892-901

sons of the two* and ten jurlatal-‘ 500

350/961 The ohiof Judge of Baghdad agreed to pap

the uuwaihid prince4 200,000
352/963 new chief Judgo of jiwaghdsd agreed to

aaame office without any salary — u
6.447/ The Judge TrcnuAhl received6 60

1055

Zn short* salaries of civil officials went down consider-
ably. only the position of the Kaqlb al-T alibiyyin (i.e. head
of the *Alaoites) improved*® both politically and economically*

undar tho c-tnv”?ihldsf baoouso of the latter’a shl’ianu Zn

(1) Eclipse XX* p.346.

,2; Ibid** X, p.217.

3} sabl* p.21.

4} olipse XX* p.189. Obviously As depended on the fines*®
5) 1Ibid XX* p.196.

,6) Xaqut* Dict.V, p.302.



374/984 the w w w of his estates* situated vest of Baghdad*
between the Tigris and the Euphrates reached 20*000*000 dirhams'l.
She soldiery formed on important part of the o fficial

hierarchy. Their salaries were as follows!

Date _ J = dinars aocntt
of Mufctadlr1* "mounted MB;j
dinslon'* (aW lwia) received2 13.5
301/916 The above salary was reduced to 4.16

30V916 Each Infantry man of atuktadlr's division

. ' 5

sailed al-Rajjala al-tsaaafiyyn received” 4.75
317/989 Hash member of the “mounted division™

received 61.66

Each infantry man received” 6

Tinas before 334/945, the tendency was to raisethe pay o
soldiorai in some cases™ _ the soldiers succeeded Inwringing*

by Vlolence* still further 1ncreaS(1e It oast be remembered

that the pay term of soldiers often exceeded 30 days* the

cavalry was paid each 120 days.

(1) Kohpse 111* p.173. to p. 136* A-_.haJa* says that the
Khara” on tha nhiirlifla estate *was 2 million diitotfi on-
aually.

(2} They were 12*000 and their pay 130000 dinars a month.
*ATlb p.142| Heclipse I* p.43.

t(3 Kolipce X* p.38» p.50.

Ibid., X* p.164% Arlb* p.1i*2.

(5) Bollpse X" p.3°f 5.182.

(6) see Bellpse X* p*lol| sabi, p.14.



There la no InfoBMtian about tho salaries of oaptalns)
but tha ecoutfiterHiw thitf had groat incomes* especially bo*™
two— 324-334/935-45. TIM estates of tho "Amir al-Onara .urnm

v

\Zoro fonaod out In 331/942 for 130000 dinars a yearl1l. Bag—

4 [T -0, el * -1 y;'t o> -V

had groat riches/.
in tho Buwalhid period tho soldiery received more pay.
Zn 348/ A Dallamlite "private™ (ghulata) received 80

. * sergeant (naolb) . 40~

-3 1/ — ° « — el «m» *F * oy
la 387/ Rotates yielding the annual revenue of
100*000 dinars were divided among 300 Bai~
laulte sad 300 Kurdish soldiers™™-
on equal division* each reoslved a salary of
—  t 10
coopered to tMctsdir's soldiers* the Buwalhid soldiers re -
eelved about 1*4-4- times the salaries of the former”.
in 379/959* the captains of Fskhr al-Pavlila's array com*
plained that their Igta’'s in the Ray — & Jibal districts (i.e.
western Persia) yielded 20*000-30*000 dirhams per unman®*® while

tli0 iqta*0 of til# Dftllamite oaptalns la Khusiston yitldod

By YRS S

3) Ibid ., a4*
4) Tan.l, p
KOIIPSe 111, pp.-P94—-5.
i The number or Saya in the -paj“"tam™ of M«ktadlr»s soldiers

has be— considered.



200-300 thousand dUfcams a year1ie So the iqtn’n of the Dalla-
jatto oaptalns In Khusistan had a revonue [1¢/6 to [5/6 tines
superior to that or the estates belaohging to ?umn®*

Zn short* the pay or the soldiers Inoroaoed considerably
In the Buwalhid period* and the reduction of the salaries
In the cirll service can net be taken as a general tendency of
tho ttIMi

Wlth regard to the masses* only Isolated anecdotes oan
be sited*

Xn 282/695 Mu'tadid engaged an ex-thief to spy an his
tensor associates in Baghdad* and said to hint “Xhave set ter
vyen 10 dinars a month* to provide tor your food* drink* dress*
and perfvne.”* thus 10 dinars a month were considered suf-
ficient ter a person to lead s decent life *

Hut aWswsi relates that a eertaln jurist (V8$i 1.B*)*

anxious to insure hie sen's future* saidi *1 have decided to

allot to him 1 AVinilT

# S, » *5 01

jr11# tor life, becaun”~?yrt fim "yffioimvt

v Fylv 2L TTy* o5V eV

for a Middle olasa rasa and his tw Uy . « Thm he set aside
equal araomt of nsney "for emergencies. Thus* at the be-
ginning of the 10th century* 1 dinar daily was conoidsrod as
a standard amount necessary ter the upkeep of a middle class

e - * a9 » IR 8

fam ily.

(1) Eclipse xxx* p*165-6.
(2) Masudl VIII, p.156.
(3) 1* Jerai XU folio Cf* ttaqrisi, Xghatha, p.®5*



I i te - eke Py P yIVIK e o B A SEES Ly R . PReltg R\ A,
mmem’ . m.m STom ¢ m eV m - L et e o
Zb 301 A»H»/ 913 A.D., a shop-keeper wont bankrupt. *al1

b. 'Xm gavehlm 400 dinars, of*Moh he paid 20c to his or

'R M "M Y% 2I'7- t :ila A W 87 Vl*
dltors. "1 opened v shop”, ho said, "with too hundred dinars,
whan a year passed, X had 1.000 dinars.”"’ "hue In 12 months

Ms not profit was as much as 800 dinar* or 400 per oent.
S Tnnukhi speaks abou(tsmall mdeélers sueh a; oon.fee'tiﬁovaera
and pedlars, people whose business capltal la from 1 to 3

e v ite e - N ey e U o gt e R&E V2 0 e
dinars.” and suggests that they have very small naan®.2 dome
pedlars sat at the roadside and sold cheap artlolea ot various
kinds. A man bought a stick from a pedlar tor 2 dirhams”.
A grean-grooar deelared that ha had not a 100 fala (about 6
dirhams) In spare M ttr.

SHre iAtem tlAg are the facta referring to ordinary y;ork~
SB* tkider Harm al-Roshid (786 #09 A.IV ) a wotiewn thought
that 300 dirhams «m oefficient for him and Ms wifo~*

In the last Quarter ot the 9th century, S aliaj, the grai*»
marian said "X was eaployed In cutting glass with which X earned
1V3 to 1i dirham a day.” TMe Za&}aj wanted to learn Zrecncer

from the famous srubarrad, "who did not teach gratis nor for

any Insrteomte the.” He offsrad iMbarrad a dirham a day

esnmsMsiamsssmsmswnwsmnnwnwsmane*: i nwwwrwiiiies»wrieiie<>smaesmeswwi = .. EE OO MMMUM MRS mwmmm

°1) I*dowsl XIX. telle 32b.
*«ul, p*60.
3) 'fan.I, p.20fl. The anecdote probably belongs to the inaral-
Md period, see alao p.186.

|4/ dahla-B«hh.f p.39*
Hasarl* al~-Uahatoaq* p. 159.
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"undertaking to oontinuo tho paywevt until aosth part ua,
whether 1 need tho instruction or oan part with I1t**1 tfubarrod
agreed. Xn usual oases™ tho required geo woo probably too or
throe dirhawe s day. .

Xn tho forties of tha 10th century# a penniless nan sane

to Basra and applied for a job to e shop-keeper. The latter
took him as accountant end paid him a i dirham a day]| the
food and clothe* being on tho charge of tho employee. later

tha eases in eaah ware raised to 1 dirham a day2.

Xhn ‘lbruna* a doctor of the Buwalhid wazlir al-tm hallabi#
sold In 352/963 that before allEVWhkook I Into hie aerrioco*
he used to go toon door to door for tm tem t# end received
1j danaqe or i dirham for each Tinit3.

Zn 397/1006 tha aaootlo *Abd al-aea&d offered his ser-
vices to a Jew ee a watch—n and the Jew agreed to his regeeet
of 3 ratls of brood and 2 danaqge of silver dailyT.

These aneodotes are not sufficient for any conclusions,
but they suggest that wages remained praetleally the ease
throughout tho century.

The inoame of the peasant population must have been oven

) idlipae XX. p.198, note.

} X. Jawai xil, folio 119b. Theorotloally a dirham weighed
6 danaqs, but agmtfeplai the alloy added to the silver asp,
at the and of tho oantury, the 2 donmjs of silwor were pro-
bably equal to & dirties.

) Tan.l, p.134.
F Tan.p.11, p.155.
[

3
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lower than that of tha worker* employed la shops and crufts.
At «ngr rate# the Buwalhid invasion was detrLaental to tholr
welfare# whereas tho Caliph took eare that the peasants were

ng't desrzoiled completely1# the swalhids ha;l\d no experie_?ce In

. o\,
agriculture# and thalr lend policy wee ruinous, as a result
of MOlsa cl-Dowla's sf load policy "...the canals went to ruin¥*
s* TV : tr Por % v t KT+ 't - oy fo < J" LU B .
the eluioas sot out of order* t.*Isfortuae fell on tho oultiva-
*Jrv vm -y* o ¢ J HIB FoBf 1 ~ */ in - W= im £ P7\N2L > ;¥

tore* whose ctroxmstanoes were wretched”* BOXS of then migrating
or exiling themselves* ethers patiently enduring wrong for
which no redress could he obtained* while others were oentent
to surrender thalr lands to the assignees In order to eocaape
Injury from them and satisfy thaa. a*© aevernr»ent nevar
node inquiries about their treatment or the sxesseive taxes
imposed upon thecrsa Adnd al-Oawlis'e period WdS a eowparativ®
Iraprow«ewx»t# but it WAS too short to produce any definite
change. Thus in the Bamlhld period, peasants suffered from
deooy In the Irrigation system and excessive taxation.

To sxn up”*

: A ooeiparison between the periods before and after 334/945
shows that*

a) After 334 A.U*, the caliph's income was reduced to 756

of its former amount at the beginning of the oantury.

. LIE e . ... F
(1) see ahapter “Taxation".

i i.olipsc XX# .94* - . . -
(%’»)) b id 11" p.gg. see "state agrarian pohcy”ﬁ.
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b) Tilt waxir*s salary rose aa 110,000 dinars In
299 AH. to 294*000 dinars In 319 A.&™ or by about 1I3IUJW 1t
decreased to 90*000 dinars par annumlIn the inwaihid period*
1*S* to about V®»of Its aoomt in 299 a.H., Or 19%££ of its
amount In 3*5 a*By

e) salaries of civil officials sere reduced too*

d) 2Zn comparison with 317 A*H* tho pay of soldiers In-
ereased by 40-400 per cent.

e) Shore was no jaarJteu change in tho sages of woliters,
which possibly represantod their "cxiatans-minlnnia'*.

£) peasants were in worse conditions after 334 A*H* than
before, as they hod to pay more taxes* under worse agricultural

OOftdH'IO & S*



v. dtata Socl*l Sarylow

The state organised some social servicea for the benefit
of the public and cspeelall/ the poor* A epeeis 1 ‘-bureau”
(Diwan al-Birr) administered alma and Institutions Intended
to help the poor* Benevolence was also encouraged In o fficial
circles”™* Mu'tadid forgave Ibn Buetam (farmer of Taxes of Waalt)
for falling to pa/ the government due In full* when he found out
that ever/ month b* Bustam distributed 20 hurra of wheat among

2

his retainers and the poor*

Out of Muftadld's dall/ expenses* 13 dinars were given to
the poor*# He also contributed 430 dinars a month to the ex-
penses of the Ba'ldi hospital In Baghdad (for doctors* patients™
foods* cto*)*~

In 293/907 Mufctadlr was informed that the shops built b/
Mufctafl in the open spaoce of Bab al-Taq In Baghdad caused harm
to the poor* who used to sell their goods In that spaoce and
pa/ no rent”* Having found that the revenue of these shops was
1000 dinars a month* Mufctadlr exclaimed "what la this sum com-
pared to the welfare of the Muslims'* and ordered those
buildings to be demolished* 5
(1) Kdipa* I, p.151
C2j Tan. VIII, p .60
(3) Sabi, p.-19

uj ibid., p.21
(5) Arib, p.24
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In 301 ALH. *All b.’Iara assigned allowances to tho loams,
mu’assins, and the poor la the ;.oequee. He also Improved the
hospitals in Baghdad sad ordered full supply of medicine to
the patients.* *Ali b. visa wrote tO dlnan b. Thabit2 In
301/913 that doctors supplied vith medicaments should be sent
dally to the prisons to treat any patients there, and the order
was carried out."*

A ll’s benevole noe extended to the rural population. In
301 A.H. he wrote to Sinan that there were no doctors to attend
to the inhabitants of the Sawadi "so order that ... doctors,
with stores of medicines be despatohed to tour in tha Bewad
stopping at eaoh place as long as is necessary to attend to
the patients and then moving on to another place. ™ When the
doctors sent by Sinan arrived at Sura and Hahr al-ftCallk, they
found that the majority of the inhabitants were Jews. Sinan
Inquired from ’All about the procedure adding that treatment

*h. hosvifl. st Baghdad ... both for Muslins .ad non-
Masllias. ™ *All answered that first Muslim should be treated,
then noswBuslims, and that after human beings, animsls too
should receive rasdloal attention.

" wiew v ar e . b miitp w e o

In 306/916 huktadlr built a new hospital in Baghdad, which
beocame known under his name. He allotted vast sums for its

(1) I.A. VIII, p.31
12) The doctor of the Caliph, and the director-general of

hospitals
(3) <*ifti, p.193
15 Ibid., pp-193-1.
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expenses. ® In ttuharram of the sam /ear# Suium b.lhabit opened
Bimaristan al-bayyida (t«#« the queerwoothex*fs hospital) end
appointed ita staff of doctor®. The budget of the hoepitel

ran Into 600 dinara a month.

During the famine of 329/940* the Amir al-Umare* Bsjkam
built In Waelt a public guest houae for feeding the poor* In
the saa» year he built a new hoepitel in Baghdad. **

Speelal hospitals for mental diseasee existed In koeul
and Basra.

Under the Buwalhlds there la no mention of any social
services before the year 369/ 979* S till worse was the new
practice of quartering troops on the civil population. In
334/943 Mu'lss al-Dewla took up hla quarters In the house of
hu'ala and for the first tine lodged hla troops In the houses
of the Inhabitants. The latter suffered very much and gradually
this practice became a recognised duty for the/~. ~

Adud al«iiewlafa reign in lIrak (369*372/979*82) was the only
time of the Buwalhid »period when social servicea prospered”* In
369/979 Adud al-i)awla gave allowances to the Imams and ttu’essins

In ths mosquea, to the poor and weak who sheltered therein} to

doctors, jurists and poets* to grammarians, to astrologers*®

(1) I.A. VIII* p.85
(21 Q iftl, pp-194-5
v3) Kcllp.. 1, pp.417-20

4) NiMburl-“UkaX." ai-MaJenin, pp-139-40
(5) I.A. VIIl. pp-337-*.



engineers ana genealogists. He also sssigned pensions to tbs
poor ana nobles of Medina* His benevole nee extended to non*
Muslims as well. He gsve permission to his wssir Hssr b.Harun
to rebuild Christian monasteries and to give money to the poor
among the non-Muslims. 1

la the year 372/982, Adud al-Dawla rebuilt the ehief
hospital in Baghdadi assigned to it the revenue of many vsqfs,
and had medicine and instruments bought for it from everywhere-

Moreover, at the beginning of every financial year, he aet
caide vast auma for alas and through the governors distributed
than among local Judgea and notablea to be spent on the poor and
the needy la their districts .-*

Thee# aervioes ware of great value, but of abort duration,

for nearly all of than aaen to have oeaaed under Mud's suooes-
sora. In 383/993 the waair Abu Saar Sabur founded a "house of
learning™ in Baghdad and supplied it with a large number of

books by the way of a waof for the Muslims.”~

In abort, except for the years 369/72 A.M. the Buwalhid
period looked in social services. Before Mud el-i)awls, the
Buwalhlds lacked in culture, end after him, they were too busily
engaged in their quarrels to think of any social improvements#

(1) Sollpee Il, pp.407-t« Obah. folios 18b-19»J 1I.A .V I1I1,
p-51~*

(2) A-ohuJda*, p .69

(3) lbid., p.66

14} 1.LA [IX, p.71i Ihah. (Hyderabad) vol.l. p. 182



V. axpsndlturs

- Wi ShAARS - wl \ O AV, w ® * oz

8sbi gives tbs dstsils of tbs pslsos expenditure under
Haadlds The monthly budget of the peleee amounted to
122*920 dinere#1 end included the following 1tomes

in dlnere

The Herem , 3*000
Food 10000
Salaries of the oooke 9*000
Fodder for horeee in the fire etables 2*000
Booa~ocompanlons end euehlihe people 1*320
The eone of Butavaklicil 1*000

L ke b 1% W P

dlI* Musts*in®* end other

Le<r . alVa s e em A<t e 4 Sr., o - SN Yemte >

The eone of Vethiq# Uuhta

prinoee in the peleoe of One Habib 500
The eone of Baslir 500
O il end vex 200
Buying horeee end oamele 2000
Doctors of the peleee 700
Hunt-weetare# birds end equipment 2*100
Boatmen of the peleoe 500
Chamberlains end some guards 1*000

Slaves of the private household (al—-3hlliaen al-&h*seaj SOQOO0

(1) Bebl* pp*11-22



MuStadid was comparatively moderate* Whan Muktafl died

(295/907?) ha lafti

Msrwaai and ithuraeanl shorta 63*000
harvest Turbans 13000
dults shot with gold thraad 16*000
Carpets 16000

Jewels and perfumes astimatad at 20*000*000 dinars

Arms* alavas and mounts . 20*000*000 D

uuktadlir*s axpanditura in twenty fiva years amounted to
72*000*000 dinars or 2*660*000 dinars a year”* Hla paiaaaa
vara lavishly decorated.2 I hay oontainsd 630*000 ourtains of
purs silk embroidered with gold* and 120*000 carpets - all of
diffarant kinds ana froci diffsrsnt oountriee.~ In one section
of his stables ha had 500 horses with saddles decorated with
gold and silver>* Ha had 700 Chamberlains ana 7*000 servants
(3* 000 white and 4000 blaok)** These figures give an idea
of the amazing luxury of this Caliph*

The impoverishment of the treasury* due to Huqtadir's

extravaganee reduced hla auocessora to more discretion® When

tfShir ascended the throne in 321/933 the usual varieties of

of -a-

Tharailbi-i,eta "if, *.72
{{ 3*. the daaariptions of tha ahajara *aleoa in Hhatlb, p.52j
1 fmlbn 3a‘'li Khulafa, p.75

Khatlb, p. 52
(8 Ibid.. pp.52-3.



meals and sweets vara served, but ha thought that they vara
too many. Whan ha found that tha dally expenditure on fruit
vaa 30 dinars# he brought it down to one dinar* Ha limited
tha variety of diahea to twelve kinds only, whoroes hla
predeceasora had about 30 kinds of aweata alone.1

Under the Buvalhlda tha nmeana of tha Caliph le ft no plaoe
for lavilahneaa. Nothing la heard of Caliphal luxury in thla
period# and tha eonte«aporary authors glorify the piety and

simplene as of tha Caliph waair <3*1-423/991-1030).

The waslirs also lived in extraordinary opulence. Sabi
daacribea a dinner-table of Ibn al-Furat. rirst, fruits vara
served. In tha centra of tha room there vaa a big tray con-
taining all aorta of frultai and before each guest a tray,

a knife# and a glase-pot for the peels. A fter the fruit# every-
body vashed hla hands. Than meals continued to be served for
tvo hours. Saoh guest vaa given a clean serviette. hen the

repeat vaa over# the guests moved inside# where servants vere

reedy vith clean tovels and rose star for their hands.*
When the Hysantine envoy arrived la 303/917 Xbn al-Purat

received him in a big hall vith gilded roofa. He had spent

(1) ’Arib# p.133
(2) Sabi# p.240



30000 dinars on curtains alone.1 In 306/91*# ha bought musk
and ambergris for 10000 dinars. His great kitchen was open
to all. When he came to office* the prices of wax# ice and
paper rose because he would supply these commodities free of
coat to all the visitors of his residence. Once the poverty
of tradltloniste and literati came to be mentioned in hla
presence* the waslir vaa moved and ordered 20*000 dinars to be
given to the aoribee (kuttab)* 20000 to the poets* 20*000 to
the jurists and 20*000 to the sureties.”

- 1A ll b. *laa *s annual inoocaie vaa about 66*000 dinars# of
which about 46*000 dinars vent to the ’Alawltes and *Abbaside,
the Ansar* the sons of the kuhajirin* the welfare of *tha two
holy places” and other charities and good deeds. The rest
(about 40*000) was used for hie own expenses.** fA ll b .9laa
vaa the moat pious vastr of the century# as Xbn ai-Puret vaa
the most extravagant.

"Hamid b.al-"*bbas used to set dinner tables for all those
who entered hla residence, whether oflleials# ordinary people
or even servants! up to 40 such tables were dressed dally and
d 1l meals included bread and meat.”

(1) kcllpee 1* pp.33-4

(2) Ibld.X* p.67

(3) Xbild. X, p-120] rskhri* p.361
4a) X.A. VXIX* p.113

<5) Sabi* pp-322-3
(6) Tan.I* p.14.



expenditure for 14 months (313-5/225-7) neraely (in dinars)
permanent expenses st 2,300 diners Ker month,

totalling for 14 months 35000
occasional expenses, presents, maintenance

of establishment with costs of perfume and wear-

ing apparel 20,000
ground added to his dwelling and building

thereon 40,000
presents, for the Persian New Year9s day

and the autumn festival, to the Caliph and his

two sons (Abu9l -'Abbes and Harun)# the queen-

mother, her sister, xeidan and Mufllh 35*000
mules, horses, eunuchs and slaves 10,000
for officers of the waslIr9s palace, such as

| il "LT™A TV 3o > |

deputy chamberlains, door-iceerers, messengers, and

presents to cavalry and Infantry 20,000
Khaslbi explained: TThis is a correct account! only

X have made no notes of all my expenses. Thus 2 had ornaments

made for m)y children, and spent other sums which | have con-

1

cealed from my secretary.”

(1) Eclipse 1, p.155



298

This document indicates that:
1) khasibi's registered expenditure for 14 months sss
155*000 diners or U,0712/3 diners e month*
(2) it eaounted to 62& of his income which was 250*000 dinars.1
3) The share of the officials and chamberlains attached to
the wasir9s residence amounted to $4 of the waslir's salary.
(4) The presents to court which* though voluntary* mere demanded
by custom took up 14ft of the wasir*s salary.

Zbn tfuqlo used to spend (in 317/929) 500 dinars a meek on

fruits alone. He had a small soo in a section of his garden
where he collected birds of ail descriptions from far and near*
* e ‘e m trn~ 2

- ;
and added to them deer* camels* ostriches and zebras.

In 324/935* the Baridi’s expanses for

S e 3

his table amounted

9> 20

to 1000 dinar, a day.>™ In 331/942* liaair al-i>**I*

-Vijet Yo E ' 5020 Tw-> v 1 VL st

.skad for

y o

a quick meal in Baghdad. Servants brought him immediately a

roast chicken* a loaf of bread* some sugar* salt* vinegar and

L

vegetables.

The well-to-do in Baghdad had private baths. Houses on
the Tigris had boats on the bank of the river and mounts by

5 £
their street gates. koaquito nets were used over the beds*9

(1) kclipse 1* p.155

(2) 1bid.* 1* p.203* note
(3) Ibid.* 2, p.348* note 2
(4) Ten*I* p.201

(5) 1I* ~“awzi* folio 14a

(6) dabi* p*277.
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and fans on hot days*

Tanukhi relates tha following declaration of a middle class

Fan who had squandered hla wealth* but than inherited (apparent-

ly in the Suwalhlid tine) 30,000 dinars* He said: '"X made a
resolution not to waste, but to economise. ao, X had this house
rebuilt and purchased all its present contentas furniture,

plates, clothing, mounts, slaves, male and female, for 3,000
dinars! five thousand 3«ore have bsen burled in the ground as
a provision against emergencies. X have laid out ten thousand

on agricultural land, producing annually enough to maintain the

establishment.12 His house as described by his friend had "one

court with a garden covered and staeooed,.. .one single spacious

sitting room..., also a private room, which contained handsome

furniture. * NHis establishment”™, continued his friend, "now

consisted of four slaves, each of whom discharged two functional
as well as a porter and an old servant, who acted as safls (i.e.
groom)."™ while entertaining his friend to lunch, "he took his
seat, and the slaves cams and servsa him vith clean plates of
no great value, fruits modest both in quality and quantity, and
food that was sufficient and clean... This vc proceeded to eat,

and then some excellent date wins ~ was set before ms, and coms

(1) dull XX, p.116
(2) Tan. X, pp-91-2
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date~Jelly,also of good quality before him. A curtain vaa than
drawn and wa board soma plaaaant singing, while the fumes of
fresh aloea and of nadd (compound perfume) rose together.*™

This sneCot. suggests that tha aaaantials in that middle

ola.a man’s possessions wire: his house) the ssrrsnts and
mounts; and the estates, on the revenue of ehloh he lived,
hla meals were modest, of three courses at moat. In his idea

of economy, he used 1/3 of his money to buy eatatea and buried
/6 aa a itind of insurance for the future.

In another anecdote which belongs to the thirties of the
4th century A.H., a middle-class man who becamu bankrupt and
then inherited 40,000 dinars relates how he msds use of hia
new moneys "1 had this house rebuilt vith 1,000 dinars. Z
bought plates, furniture, clothes and slave girls vith 7,000

dinars. X gave to some trustworthy merchant 2,000 dinars to

L e i 1 Vot vy St | vt [C T ' ¥ ¢ Iy

trade vith for me, and buried 10,000 dinars underground for

hard times, uith the roat (20,000, dinars) | bought an estate

which brings aa more than ny expense..."2 Hia house vaa fairly
large; the ground was paved vith bricks, and it had tvo halls
opposite one another. Ha had three slaves, an old servant, an

old porter and a vakil (butler) to go shopping every day. When
B /A o V. ¥ y > % > i F— o Yy

he received a guest, nice fruits were served, the main aeal

(1) Tan.P.1, pp.-91-3
(2) Tan.?.11, p.17



following! a curtain vaa than drawn and tha room perfumed;
and thraa singing girls sang hshind the curtain while host and
.usat wars drinking.1

In this anecdote too* land occupies the first place.2 The
econony of both man was practically tha asms in all respects”*
except that tha second invested 1/20 of his *non ) in trade™
thus showing a more enterprising spirit.
Bjr e P e e , W e e g

Ibn al-dJawxi relates that in 351/>62 a man breakfasted vith
a middle olaes friend} a slave served tha meal which consisted
of an excellent Harise (bade of wheat and Kieat) followed by
some sweet.. A

Th. M M ti i«kr« not so prosperous. On s taunting expedition.
Mahdi got separated from his courtiers. He approached the
cottage of a kabatean peasant and asked for soma food* The
peasant offered hla some barley bread and a meal of small fish.
Mahdi enquired whether he had some olive oil and some cress.
The peasant; "Tea* and some dates too. ™ This was probably the
best of what that peasant could offer. The anecdote relates

to the 8th century* yet it probably would be true of the peasants

of the 10th century whose status remained unchanged.

Tan.?.* 11* p.16

$ Bstatea were the pillar of family economy, "do loss for
him who owns an estate”™ went a saying; "an estate saves you
when in trouble™ vent another, tta*&isi; favaqit* p.30

(3) 1. Javsl XIX* folio 54b-35«

(4 Jah.* p.146
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Jahis speaks of a adser who had one good roes! In tha week.
On Frida/# ha bought beef for one dirham, onions for 1 danaq
(=1/6 dirham)| aubargine for 1 danaqi a marrow or carrots for
1 danaq* and cooked tha lot together*#

in 306/ 9X6 kuktadir fait hungry in his boat before his meal
arrived®™ Tha boatman offered his Me 1 which consisted of a
place of choice salt fish* kuktadir exclaimed: M had no idea
that there was any one in tha world# who ate food not followed
by eweata.™ Tha skipper said: "our sweets are dates and
squeezed olives*-

Thus one course dinners were common among the masses)
and dates stood for sweets* Fish as well as beef were cheap and
accessible to the poor classes) date-pudding was a dainty.
darlau (made of wheat and osat minced together) was# and s till
is# one of the popular weals with the masses of Baghdad.**

The flour of chick-peas was very popular in Baghdad* Xn
360/970 a seller is reported to have been grinding 360 kurrs of
chick-peas yearly and selling ell of it during the two or three
Mnths when fruits were not available”* It was usually bought by
il) Jahis-Bukh. * p.1*3
(2) Tan* XI# An*96# p*211

(3) dee Tan*2# p. 62) Jehiz-Bukh** p.U)J5
U) Jahiz-Bukh* * p.162)1.Jawsi# XII,folio 54b-55a.



the poor and the needy.* The story indicates that fruits were

available even for the poor*

&ven locusts were eaten by the poor* especially in hard
tines* Zn 531/942: "locusts multiplied.- - people caught them*
The poor benefited by acting them. It was one of ood’e maroiee.2
In Tanukhl's wordsi *one day there passed along a man who sold
locusts™* 3dae am bought of him a few ratls ell of which he

3
consumed. * This happened in Baghdad end the buyer was not

very poor*

In 361/991 Qadir asked bn el*Qpswiml the ascetic to send
him soxne of his usual foods the ascetic sent him some aubergines
soaked in vinegar* some broad beans* molasses and bread* Qadlr
sent the ascetic 200 dinars which the latter accepted* vhsn,

a few days later* Qadlr asked him to send some of his food* he
sent him a roast ehiccen* ducks and faiudhaj Spudding)* and
when the Caliph expressed hie surprise the ascetic ssids “"when
my means were Increased* | improved ny l(_;onditions*“"

tho bedouins led s hard life * A townsmen sated etribes*

man: "what do you eat end What do you leeve?™ The reply was

5
"we eat all that runs* except the reptile*™

(1) Khatib* p. 37
{2) dull* p.257

(5) Tan*II* an*p*66* p*196
(4) A-dhu3d$ p.205 margin
(5) Oahis-bukh*, p.346.
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The staple food of the tribesmen was bread, milit, dates*
butter end their products! sometimes the/ got locusts end mush-
rooms. Among their favourite meals were! -iJJdc, watt, made
of dates end mllfc, end hale, a preparation of dates with butter

and curds.1

v ap * =\ ;r 7T XN\ NV TNSetA . PSeV«ET7Sr i > v YWD at
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confiscation wee the major threat to private property in
the 10th century. It hit the wealth/ and especially the
o fficials.

Sech waair accused hie predecessor in office of mal-prec-

tifies or injustices, from which he and hie secretaries and re-

2

talners had to redeem themselves by a specified payment.

| L
neither governors® nor judges escaped this practice! even a
stewardness of the Caliph9 palace ONCC lost her property (in
334 A.H.) through confiscation.”

The procedure was to arrest the wasir and his retainers
suddenly and to imprison them. After this, the new waslir began
an Intueet with the view to extract the fine by persuasion or
conymlelon. cauetimes, the property of a deceased o fficial was
seised after hie death.6
(1) Jahis-Bukh., P.113! p-252 and ef.p«244
(2) dee in Arib* p.39! P-63i p. 66! P-74$pJLO06-9i p.112* 113,

127, 163, 164! of. i.Khaldunt proleg. * p.233*
(3) acllpee 1, p.32 and p. 206
(4) ibild .I, p.14. p.16

15) Ibid.11, p.66
(6) Ibid.X* p.32



Confiscations inflicted on o fficial* vara much more numerous
and struck a larger number of paraona before the Buwaihld invs-
aion than after it* Ibn .iskawaih recorda over 30 confiscations*

w3 T * ik 9 *e

296/334 A.H. 1 bat only about 10 botoooa 334/361 A._H.
for example* in 312/924* Ibn el-Furat* hla aon ttuhasain*
iluhassin's secretary2 and hla vife” and two other aona of lbn
aloofurat loat their property by confiscation®* while under the
Buwalhlda only In 350/961 were tha waslir ana hla ohlef secretary
fined at the same time.

So;* waslra_ considered cTQins_.“pjatgons aa the main aouroe of
revenue* and acted accordingly.f sueh was Khaelbi and Abu’l
wi yi L v.

FaO01 al~&hlrasi«7 There was a apeelal bureau CDIlwsn al-
Muaaderin) to administer confiscated property*3

Conflacstion had resulted In other undesirable practices”™*
Tha high o fficials were forced to accumulate wealth* legally and
lllegally* to provide for a blacit day* In order to keep their

A /5* . . t \

property out of th« naw o fficials’ r*«oh, vhay uaou various wilas.

t. L& S re%Melv & Vild 1 Yy, B A JEe v

They deposited money with acme persona who ware beyond suspicion)
- OVYr 5+~ _ju £3%)) C R > «2j3* A oOove ' 4 i “u 2

in his firat Tisiarata, lbn al-Furat piaoad sont monay vith tha

-m. i - —_ i." —

(1) hollps* 1. p.131

12) ibid.l. p.128

(3) ibid.l. p.141

14) ibid.lIl. p.186

15} Arlb. p.185

(6) J&olipa* 1. p.144 and p .133) *Arib, p.128

(7) ibid .lIl, p300» Tan.P.ll, p.108

18) Ibid.l, p.21, p.1341 Rifat 1, p-313) oabi, p.310

1?7} 8*o Kifi i, p.313) <j*bi, pp-.320-1.



306

<441 Abu'Uttar.1 Hla secretary entrusted 70000 dinars to Bons
2
other people* Very common too vaa tha practice of burying
* m - o *e »

monay underground. In 311/923 Hamid confessed having done so
vith 300000 dinar*i# and after hla death* 400*000 dinar* vere
re vered from eil.in ie house. jkara ed vaet a ts

8 ) - RoG GE " PG Bpfaly Baigd | oLl i W

of gold und iUv*r In hi* houa. and In th* uaaort.”~ in 350/961

Uub:I!WI*T.and. . @.roh POA‘I\)g'/AM(IQI ,’:\I-;”Ah.sln'g bouaa and f‘}h‘/‘:d

over 90000 dinar?™; he alao discovered that Abu’'All had large
g
deposits vith sows people. 30000 dinar* were found burled

in the house of a secretary of Divan al-£haraj who died in 330

A.H.7 >

A 1 e * oy s- I

ouch burying of money had unfavourable economic CONScqucnces,
hush gold and silver we* lest by the death of the owner.® Vaet
sum* of money vere withdrawn from circulation and thus trade
vaa impeded and the development of banking institution®* hankered.
The practice suggests that society dla not fully appreciate the
importance of engaging money in trade.

It seems that therowas no definite rule regarding the pro- 1

Ve o>
portion of the confiscation. to the amount of Inooma. Khaalbi'a
(1) Bellp*. I* p.67

(2) Tan.VIIl, p.53) Ha icllp** X. p.102

1,3) Sclipa* 1* p. 102

U; fen.l. p.15

(5) Bollp*. 11, p.11

(6) 3*. Bellp*. Il, pp,185>8) Xaqut-Dict. 111, p*183

v7Zi Bollp*. 11, p.141

18) I~ 2...1 XI1I, folio 11*.



$g&V - p
o fficial income (313*3 A.H.) vaa 230*000 dinars, of vhiloh tha

fine equal to 40,000* dinars formed 16/i. However, In this case
the fine vaa moderate* Ibn el-Furst's fine in 306 A.H* was
.;00,000 dinars.2 As he had been vasir only for 18 ninths and
his income from hie estates (1,300,000 dinars) and salary
_:*(:163,000 dinars) was ‘1,636,000 (:!isnars, his fine represented 42*
of his income. When Hamid vaa fined in 311 A.H., he had even
to sell his estate to pay the amount. Abu’i-Ftdl eJL-dhlrexi
vaa vaalr for less than tvo years (360-62/970-2) and hie IQla*
brought hi; 30,000 dinars yearly; while his fine was 100,000
dinars and exceeded hie whole income,**

Though confiscatif)ns engendered ins‘t?bility in the admlni-
atratlon, they had some beneficial effects™* They prevented ex-
cessive accumulation of wealth and thus lessened the economic
inequality, secondly, by going to the state treasury, confis-
cated propgrties were redistributed among o'fficials and eyen
benefited the people through the channel of eoelal services*

Thirdly, to ease extent, confiscation was an asset to the state

and could be regarded as an Income tax.

Vx\ ¢y W 'Yi ot* > " m “®n % ¥ o
(1) BolipM 1, p.156
(2) Ibid.I, p.66
13) 1Ibid.lI, p.103

U) lbid. 11, p.242.



herehants and rich citizen a also suffered from occasional

confiscations}”* but In a much lesser degree than tha offlcisla.

Only In tha oaaa of tha famous Xbn al-dJassaa tha amount taken

wi UM iiln,
P I P v g N ‘- -
Y'i ¥ J. "m ¥ . sA
vk Ve HEY e AyAY " - K xo* e . ST.?
tm J b
Tha following la a Hat of oonfiaaationa recorued in lbn
Mlakawalh during tha yaara 2J6-5&1/90&-J91%*
Y.ag flams gum Pun
296 All b* Xaa 6,000 dinars W OIl«X P *6
a Judge Abu Umar Yuauf
b. Ya'qub 100,000 N P.IV
301 kaalbi *a proparty aaisad
after death 500,000 a P.2VO
306 Kuh&aaln b.al-Furat 300,000 p .6V
306 Xbn a1-Furat (waalr) 700,000 a p.66
311 Xbn a1-Hawar! (secretary) 700,000 a p.93
311 Hamidfa brother-in-law 260,000 ° p.93
311 Hamid's secretary . p-100 n.
311 Hamid 600,000 p.102
311 All b .9Xaa 300,000 a p.109
312 Saoh of two aona of Xbn .
ai-Furat 100,000
312 Muhassin's aaoratary 200,000 a’ p.- 128
1) Kolipae X* p,253l1 Xi# pp*307-6} 111, p«282] dull, p.148
2) baa Chapter Trade, sect.XX} alao “aeudl VII, p.263}

Eclipse X, p.35*
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312
312
312
313

315

ik~"+ * +
b .

315

319

319

321

321

321

323

323

323

324

324

332

333

*mv*'b
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Ifist

xbn al-Purat
Muhaauin'a wife
ahaqanl

I*asir)

Ja'afar b.Qaaim al>JCarfchli(«)

Abu Tallb al Kubandajsnl
al-Khaalbi («}
©X0 e Ry A e a ik R TN
i I fyn\ K .Ky 4T coow ol Ly, Vs

Tfta Barldls “governors of
Wasit and Basra)

Xbn Muqgda (’®)

PAA ARSI Y2 VAL LI\ VAR VA V2
Sulatman b.'al-Kaaan (V)
dusain b.al-O&sla (W)

al-dJUIwadhani (a)

Abu’'l-Khatteb b.el-Purat

s «

A ll b.Yalbaq

Xbn dhirsad

«waaritl

")

All b.'Isa

Abu A ll

at- - rag” - y ra?t IWoac

Xbn Huqla («)

al-Haaan b.Harun

Abd. al-Ratananb.'Xsa

All b.'Isa

Yanis

Abu’'l Purej al-Hamarrl

LT 12't V.25 . n ~ %

- pT<II>1

D e v 300
« ey sn v eemerir

m 12ft1

2,000.030dinar. p-131
700.000 "  1Vv1
250.000 " m 144

153.000 * 144

100.000 * e * 147

40000 * .~ 156

9*000.000 dirhams " 206

2;007.000 dina.r?-'., w4 .ﬁf ‘?Zg&.gc

200.000 " ° 212
40.000 "

200.000 * "246
10.000 " ™ 253
10.000 . " 266
20.000 * " 270

5*000.000 " - 319
60.000 " " 324
10.000 " - 331

1 ,00'0%.:)0(; dirham; " :;37
70.000 dinars 336

100.000 it

100.000 " vol. Xl " 61

300.000 dirhams * 80

<o\ .V Y

52F v ok om o



534 ) Alaa the _ hr*teens )
350 All Aba Kuhkallld
ml-Abbas b.*1-Hueein al-dhlraal

- Abu'l Far*J lTaaoratary of l)iwn
al—XKhral)

359 Abu'l Padl al-ahlresl

3.&0 g J af J[ara %" uuhan;lad b.Ahmad
364 Ibn el-aerrej

361 Abu hear 8«bur (W)

........... cdi e
e Vet

from film  al- Maghrlb In tha relgn of Kadl

Ywe_f9 M Y

A Vary Interestlng document dlacovsrad AbySabl

_40%000 dlners p 86

500000 %

" 185

300.ud0 " " 186
300.000 -

3,000.000 dirhams " 263

100.000 dlphasw * 313

100*000 " w356

2,000*000 dittore <« 198

TOLIII

and emanating

%Bves a fall enua?re-

t10n of Whet Muhaasm be al-Furet recelved (1n pra51ssory notes)

,,,,,,

from tha parsons whose property ha and his father as wasirs

conflscated In 311/923

rr4b y v

k. -"*v  VIiow .a"3r-Cj* 1b

S VTl /.

IV JiL.

7.300 dinars

Bustaml

Badhlnl, tha aaoratary (Katlb) 11.000
shaflt, huh. b. Abdallah 30.000
Ibn tiugla, »uhaaaoad b.’All 80.000
Abi Tahir, Muh. b. sl-Hasan 100.000
Hasan b.Abl 'Isa, the money-expert (Haqld) 17.000
hadara'i, Ibrahim h. Ahmad 20.000
Ibn 'Xaa, Abdal-aahld 1.300
Ibn Hanl al-&hatlb 10.000

29



Xbn Idris the Jihbadh

Ibn 8ahi, Muhammad

Ibn Hash*'llah, Abd ul-Wahhab
Badhinl

Xbn al-Haritta, Hah., b.Abdallah
Xbn Uam 1, Huh. b.Ahmad
Msdarat, Ibrahim b.Ahmad

Jarjaraf, Abu’Uamr

*

.....

aMiawarl, 'All b*Muhaamad
Ya'qubi, Ubaidaliah b./.hmad
Hamadhani, Harun b* Ahmad b*Harun
hhara'itl, Hasan b*Ibrahim
Xbn-flasir, Husain b* fAli

Xbn .Ibrahim, Abdz}liah b.laid

* * » m m

Xbn al-auman, 'All b.Huh

Ushal'l (asarstarjr of Xbn c1-Hawarl)

Jurjanl, Abu Bafcr

vV - E s m" 'me W
Huhaiaaad b. Ahmad

Xbn Bistaw, Abu'l-Haean
Ahmad b*”uh*b* Hamad b*al - 9Abbas
Xbn Ishaq, Yahjra b* 'Abdaliah

Hamid b *al->Abbas

6*000 dinars
4*000 *
40.000 *
200.000 dirhams
10.000 dinar*
250.000 -
15.000 m
100.000 dirhaa*
.3-000 dlaara
700%000 dirhama
100%000 "
7*000 dinars
100000 dirhams
100000 *
2_.59()1Tlacl.inars
15.000 .
2.500 dirhams
60.000 dinar*
10.000 dirham*
1,500.000 =
3,000¥000 "
50%000 =
70%*vQ0 dinars
1,300*000 m



W asltl, »suh. b.Haodun 150.000 dinars

'All b.'Xaa 521.000 "
Ibrahim b. Yubanna {banner of Matald) 100.000 m
UadaraX, al-Hasan b.Ahmad 1,200.000 *
AR PwRT A %y L Q000 -
ifadarCX, Muhammad b.'A 11 1,011.000 ~
Ibn UolJchallad, dulaiaan 130.000 dlrtma

Total, In gold! 7,1575.680 dinars
In silver 5# 300*000 dirhams

The two items together representing in gold §,040*000 dinars*z

) corrected to 6*575%660 dinars
) Sabi* pp.225-7.



Qaaaraj. Conclusion*®

Jwi o ® ] V Vi ey v o G jwEXeIT 3 VO ArEE, 'Xe MR 4N L el TR fES TR A G

11) The 11uwu1h1u invasion in 55U/JKS la aland*nark d1V1d1ng

if.o 1P i aP*Si##y

s cAptWO, pﬁloq:as. Jt affsoljaa,wrlouail,%ak goonopy and %np@gaﬁg

com eroial and bamfcln* institutions
(2) Ericas vers probably lower in the huwaihld period) bet
the periods of scarcity occurred more often under the

Buwe1h1ds

L . Ve % .. e . .
-V.+ -a B A * # 3 u»> "« Vv *1.7.*" r—m o> * Yo m. 3 e

(3) The buraihid Invasion brought foreigners to cost lucratlvenw
offices and reduced the inhabitants to the middle and lower
classes

(4) The incomes of the *Q"ayliph, th*i we;slr, and the civil servants

decreased in the buwalhid period, while those of the army

rose
KJ5) The peasant po%ylatio.n sﬂuffered wore in the 3u*alhld eerio&'
4 o ¥ J A vt JFFrv 5 fe b 4 Sl * mt [ :
from high taxation, the insufficient cheox on the officials
T % AT B &7

and the decay in the irrigation system
{6) The social services of the state decreased under the hawel*
hide .
(7) Oonfiscations were a usual expedient, out during the suval-

Imer %% s Jiff* N ow ¥ - L >m
N J

hid period, they became less frequent.
feam lj v 4 7,'-. *'*ﬂAf"ﬁ‘
"I conclude by stating that the Buwalhld invasion lowered

the eteaderd of living of the leoal population.
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pondence of al-Sabi, vol.I* ad. 8b.
Arealan, labanon. 1890.
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aabi, ad. B.P.Anedros* Bayrut. 1904.

al-bilal wa'l-Hlhal, ad. W. Ouerton.
2 vola.* Lelpsig* 1923.

al-Jaiai' al-Mukhtaaar, ad. by b.Javad,
vol. XX* Baghdad, 1934.

aiukbtaaar Akbbar al-Ahulafa', Bulag*
1309-

Tabaqat al-Usuua, Bayrut* 1912.

al-Ishara 11la amn nal al-wlaara* ad.
A. Uukblie, Parle, 1924.

X. al-Ansab (O.K.a.) Leyden. 1913.

Un Manual Hiapanlque da Hiaba* ad.
o0.a.Colin at Ldvt-i- rovenoal Parla*

1931.

baser!' al-Uababaq* Constantinople,
1301.

X. al-Uakbarij wa'l-Hlyal, ad. 4.
Sehacbt* Hannover, 1923.

Ad]alb al-Aqellm al Sab'a (B.A.H.)
Sana v. balk., Laipsig, 1929.
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Dunna, Cairo, 1935.

Aah'ar Awlad al-Khulafa, ad. I.H.Dunns
1936.

Tarlkh ai-nbulafa, Caire, 1351.

Annalaa, ad. Da Oosja and othara.
15 vola., laydsn, 1901*

Ikbtilaf al-Fuqgaha, ad. J. behacht,
baydan, 1933*

K. Baghdad, ad. B. Aallar (Vol.VI),
Laipslg, 1904.

H. al-FaralJ Ba'd al-uhidda, 2 vola.,
Oairo, 1904.

Niahwar al-Muhadara X, Cairo, 1921,
V1III 1naraaaoua, 1930.

Thba tabla talk of a Maaopotamian Judga
IT and VIII, tranal. by D.C.Margo-
11outb rapr. from Z.C.

A ylaiW Tk * %

/’Inwan al Hikna Wa.'l-B.ayé-in NBB bodl.

Marsh, 251.
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Idvra III. Paria, 1917.
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Abaaa al'&haaa, Tunia, 1293 A.H.

Lataif al-Maarlf, ad. P. da dong
Batavorum, 1667*

Kaaall, 4 aaaaya, Conatantlnopla,
1301 A.H.
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Abu Mansur Yhlmar ai-i»ulub, Cairo* 1326.
Yatimat al-Dahr, 4 rola. * Daaasaus»
1304 A.H.

Z* Ylmiyjra al-Hlaba f1'l Islam. Cairo. 1328.

Majau-al-Rasail wa'l-M aaall, ad.
Alda, Cairo. 1341 A.H.

X. Yiqtlga al-Vakhrl. Cairo, 1927.

Abu I)bald

(Al-Qasla b.gailaa) al-Amwal, Cairo, 1333 A.H.
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X.A. Usalbl'a at- 'lijrun al-Anba'fi Tabaqat al-Atibba,
2 vola., Cairo, 1684.

X. wahahijrya K. al-711aha al-Klbtiyya (uab bodl.
lib., Oxford).

Warraq I. al-Tabith (M83 Bodl. lib. Hunt, 187).

Yabjra b. Ada® K. al-Aharaj, ad. Juynboll, Leide ,
1896.

A. Ya'll al-Abka® ai-oultanljrya, Cairo, 1936.

Y a'qubl Buldan (B.O.A.VXX) ad. Da Coelo,

Laydan, 1892.

Historian, ad. M.Tb. Uoutaaa, 2 vola.,
4aydsn, 1663.

Yaqut Xrabad al-Arlb, ad. D.S.Margolloux,
7 vola., Cairo, 1907-25.
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Mu*Jém al-Buldan, ad. Y. Wuaatonfald,
6 vola., Dalpslg, 1666-70.

A. Yuauf al-Kbaral, Cairo, 1352.
lubaldi Taj al-’Arua, 10 vola., Cairo, 1306.
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la'rlkh al-Kufa. Kajaf (Ink), 1356 A. H.
Jewish Travailera, London, 1930.

Mohammedan Theorlea of Finance, Hew-

York, 1916.

Bulugh al-Arab, 3 vola., Baghdad, 1313.
Doha'l -Ialam, vol.Ill, Cairo, 1936.
al-Hakla bl Amrlllah, Cairo, 1937%*
Tarlkh al-Baera, Baghdad, 1927.

Lhikra abl'l-Tayylb, Baghdad, 1936.
The Tribes of Irak, Baghdad, 1937.

Ta’rlkh al-Nuqud al-Iraklyya, M.O.T.B.
IV., 1941.
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Tha Llfa and Times of 'All b.'lea,
Cambridge, 1928.

bur 1'Origin* du MonﬁéYagZe Muaulman
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lalamlo Pottery, London, 1926.
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la ooc.Eog. daa Aatlqualres du Nord."
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1.LA. Vlltee adr. tXXV# XV# Faria#

1879*

The Coiuusreial Theological Terms in the
Koran# Leyden# 1892,

Kin in: Lorfe staryi Dedin in Wares # Rusa-
land, gemachter Fund kufiseher Mdnsen#
Stockholm# 1929. v

The Arab Kingdom and its FaU# tranal#
11.G.Weir# Calcutta# 1927.
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329

&aydan,Jurgi Ta'rifeh Aamt) bl-~u"ha al-'Arabiyya, 5 volt*
Cairo, 1911-14-

fa friith al-Tama&duji al-Isia”1, 5 volt*,
Cairo, 1902-05*

aufchtarat, 2 volt*, Cairo, 1920,

*ula,H. Cathay ana tha way thithar, 2 vola¥*,
London, 1666*



