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ABSTRACT

EREETSDISTMEERESS

By the time of the Second World War writing on political
subjects in Burmese was well established; yet righﬁ up to the early
years of this century there had been nothing like it in eight

centuries of Burmese literature.

This thesis attempts to trace the beginning of political

- writing in Burma, to point out the circumstances that led to its
emergence, and to follow its development up to thg‘ehd\bf the Second

World War.

1

‘ Burmese writing before the introduction of the printing
'press consisted mainly of verse; what prose writing existed was
confined to such subjects as history, law and medicine. But with the
advent of printing and a new mass readership the_scope of wrifing wasl';

s enlarged to include plays and novels. From the time of the First Wdrldf

War there developed a growing involvement in international affairs,
hostility against the colonial government and & demand for independencej
80 writers came to write om politics, a subject which had now become -

of paramount importance for every nationalist Burmese.




Political writing became acceptable #o the Burmese’largely;_7‘
as the result of the work of one man, Saya Lun { also known as
Mr. Maung Huaing and as Thakhin Kodaw Hmaing ) and that is the reason

he is given special prominence in this thesis, JSaya Lun had alreadj_

,32 established himself as a successful playwright and poet and had earéédA

. & considerable reputation as a scholar beforé helluunehed into

political writing. He already had & willing audience whom he gently

introduced into the sphere of political debate.

Apert from the influence he wielded at the time,he had

no small effect on the future development of the country; he supportéd

_and encouraged the young independence fighters and shaped many of the

- ideas of the men who were to become leaders of an independent Burma,
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Preliminary notes:

Burmese words and names:
The vexed question of rendering Burmese words in the romen

alphabet can be epproeched in one of two ways. ..One method trans-

literates the words as they'are'Spelt,'accordihg;to;the accepted

* method for Pali and Sanskrit, ihioh,iS'aceuraté:andfconsiEtent but

is often mieleeeing as to the pfonunciatioh. The other d1sregards
the spelling ahd“attempts to indicate. " the sounds of Burmese words -
by using letters of the roman alphabet with values which they are

B

commonly aecorded in Eng11eh. 14 not only fa1le, ‘a8 often as not,

in this ebjective,'but is also 1ncona1stent between‘one transcrxber

&nd‘anothef. The latter method has however been ‘widely used in

Western wrltlng about Burma, and therefore 1t is adopted in. th1e

thesis for most Burmese' names, partlcularly for those which there is = -
a generally accepted roman1sat10n (e.g. Mandalay, Wunthlnu, Thakh1n,'
Daung Tika); . but Pali words (e.ge bh1kkhu), words of uncommon -
ocecurrence in. Western vrit1nga (e.g. le:-khyuas—krl.), some quotat1ons{
in Burmese (eege . nas-thon—ca:, ro—ga), end the Burmeae book tltles

in the'b1b11°graphy'(e-g; Dons ?1-ka), are rendered by the trens-

”1iﬁeration method accordiﬁg to the Table (pp. ii-iiﬁ)e
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1824-1826

1852

1885-1886

1886~1890

1890-1920

1897

1904

1905

CHRONOLOGY

First Anglo-Burmese War. The annexation of part of
Lower Burma by the British in India.

Second Anglo-Burﬁeae War. The British annex the rest
of ‘Lower Burma and part of Upper Burma.

Third Anglo~Burmese Wars all Burma becomes a "province"
of the "colony" of India.

Pacification of Burma.

"Golden Period of British Rule." (Dr. Htin Aung)
Burma raised to the status of a separate province pf
of the Indian Impire with its own Lt. Governor and a.
small legislative council.

Foundation of the Sahm Buddha Ghosa Anglo~Vernacular

High School in Moulmein by the Sasanadhars Society.

Foundation of the lay Buddha Sasana Nuggaha High School

by the Buddha Kalyana-mitta A-thin of Myin-gyan.

Growing strength and activity of the Rangoon College

Buddhist Association.
Japanese victory over the Russians, represents the

possible end of ithx European domination to Asians.




1806
1908

1909

1910

19011

1913-1914
1914
1914~1918

1915

1917

Y.M.B.A. founded.

First Burmese deputy commissioner appointed.

The Morley-Minto reforms: the legislative council is
increased to 17 members, 2 elective members included,
but both from British organizations.

Foundation of the Burma Research Society.

The Sun Daily newspaper established.

Saya Lun's Kya Tike articles in the Sun Daily.

Saya Lun's Bo Tika |

U Shwe Kyu's Russo~Japanese war published.

World War I: several books published on it.

The légiélative council increased to 30 members, all

the additional members (i.e. 13 members) being appointed
by the governor.

Saya Lun's novel Hma-daw-bon wutthu .

Shoe question resolved.

Appointment of the first Burman judge of the High Court.
The Y.M.B.A. send a delegation to Calcutta for talks
with Secretary Montague and Viceroy Chelmsford in
Deceﬁber. |

Britain promises 1iﬁited self-government (dyarchy) to

India.




vi

»1918 | ‘:The Craddock Scheme published in December.
1919 | ﬁy&rchy granted to India but not to Burma. Y.M.B.A.
| Delegation goes td Lbﬁdon, onybehalf of the natién,
£0,protest against the Craddock scheme: several
books follow, with 6péniy politicai:titles.

Saya Lun's Daung Tika.

1920 Uhiverbity;Strike‘and the National School movement
. begins at the end of the year.

1921 -Y.M.B.A. becomes G.C.B.A., ;5 Wunthanu Athins .spread

rapidly fhroughout rural Burma.
Whyte‘a'Burma‘Reformg.Committee: ﬁboycotted by G.C.B.A; '
U Ottame jailed for the first time for political g
reasons, -
' Foundation of the National ﬁniversity(Bahan College). ‘5
1922 Organization of the G.C.S.S. and emergence of Bu Athin.
Elections held for the legislative cquncil under thé |
dyarchy system. - Only 7 % of eligible voters take'fzn"
part. : |
Beginning of the spiita in the G.C.B.A.

Saya Lun's Myauk Tika .




1923

1924

1925
1926
1927

1927-1928

1929

vii

‘Dyarchy grented to Burma, with limited power for

Burmese ministers and legislature.

© G.C.B.A. splits continue and G.C.S.S. divided.

Mandalay riot in"Augustsf several people killed by . -

the authorities.

Saya Lun's Khwax Tike . in the Bandoola Journal.

Saya Lun's Letters of Mr. Maung Hmaing published.

.Elections for the second“legislative council uﬁder

the dyarchy system: only 17 % of the eligible

vdters take part.
U Ottama launches the anti-tax campaign.
Setkya Min (*prince-pretender') from Tavoy arrested.

Saya Lun's Boycott Tike .

- Uprising of Bandaka; a village hermit from Shwebo.,

Electionsvpf the third legislative council held in
November. Only 18 % vote.. |

Simon Commission on separ;tion for India and Burma:"ﬁ.
reaches Burma in January to find a hostile reception.
Wall Street crash, World depreésion.

U Wisara arrested in March for political reasons:
fasts to death (166 consecutive days hunger strike) iﬁ: _

protest against the treatment he received.




1930

1931

1932

1934

1935

1936

viii

Separation decreed by Great Britain.

-Indo-~Burman riots break out in Rangoon in May.

Dobame faundéd by Thekhin Ba Thaung.

Mutiny in Rangoon Central Jail in June.

Firat India Round Table Conference convened in
London in November.

Sir J.A. Maung Gyi appointed acting governor.

Sﬁya San rebellion breaksout in the Tharrawaddy
District in December.

Burma Round Table Conference convened in London in
Beéember. :

Elections to the fourth legislative council held in.
November with a resounding victory for the Anti-

Separation League { 415,000 to. 250,000 ).

Saya Lun's Daung Gan-di .

-Saya Lun ‘drops his famous pseudonym Mr. Maung -

Hmaing and becomes Thekhin Kodaw Hmaing.
Govér;hent of Burma Act passed by the British
Pafli#ment in May.

Elections held for the new Burmese legislature:

Ngar-bwint-saing pdrty vins majority ( 45 eeats )




ix

but Dr. Ba Maw of Hléingggyat-?aw party ( 12 seats )
becomes Prime Minister.
Second University Strike rapidly converted to the
‘National Students' Strikg.
1937 | Separatién:‘ fifty yeare after the annexation of Upper
Burma, Burma regains her separate identity on lst April. -
‘Beginning of the Sino-Japanese Wars the Burma Road,
a'supply-foute for China, started.
The foundation of the Nagarni Book Club.
1938 | };;é;hBurm&n riots break out in July.
"6;1—fields>workers' ﬁhdipeasqnts‘ protest march.
| S#ﬁdenté' demonstrations in front of the Rangoon
Secretariat: Bo Aung Gyaw clubﬂed to death by police.
All-Burma Students' Strike begins at the end of the yeur;
Saye Lun's Thakhin Tike. |

¢

1939 Hitler invades Poland: Britain {(including Burma)

declares war.

U Ottama dies in prison,

The Mandalay Massacre gyiBritish—officéred troops:
17 deatﬁs including one'foung boy of 12.

Dr. Ba Maw's government ousted in February: U Pu becomesﬁf

Prime Minister.




1940

1941

First official Communist cell orgﬁnized in Rangoon.
Freedom Bloc formed.

Burmese goodwill mission to China: not sponsored by
the goverﬁment.

U Saw becomes Prime Minister.

Thakhin Aung San leaves Burma secretly in August

to make contact with ( Communists in ) China but
finds himself among the Japanese.>

The 'Thirty~Comrades' smuggled out of Burma to Heinan
to receive military training. |

Japan declares war in December and invades Burma.




INTRODUCTION

This thesis has been undertaken for three general reasons.
The first is that although the novel and Khit-san literature have
be come well established and important parts of the modern literary |
sceneAin Burma, political literature has been largely neglected}
writing on politics began relatively laté in the first decade of this

century and only assumed some significance in the 1930s.

The second reason ia‘@hat almost all the pre-war political "
writings and most of the other publications have eithber been destroyed
or lost. This enormous gap in documentation is obviously serious and -
an attempt must be made to nmarrow it. Finally, despite the very
important part he played in the making of the modern Burma, the work
of Saya Lun has been sadly neglected by historians and, by
non~Burmese historians, almost totally ignored; This thesis was begun -
in his lifetime in an effort to place him more realistiéally.in the

history of the independence movement.

I have felt it important to explain something of the nature  !

of plays and novels in the litérature of Burma because the styles




employed:in the writing of plays and movels were very closely linked
to thelspﬁle employed in politieal writing, especially by Saya Lunm,
Burmese newspapers have also_pléyed a major part in the awakening of
political consciousness umoné the Burmese peoples this aspect of

the independence struggle has been rather neglected and I have included
something of the history of the Burmese press solely from Burmese

sSources.:

In writing this thesis, I have divided the history of
Burmese politiéal literature into four periods. Each chapter begins
with a discussion of the political background of that period followed
by & book list of the publications of that time from which I have
selected various works of particular interest to comment on., 0f the
books that have been available to me, I have made full comments and

criticisms but for the remainder I have had to rely on The Burma

Catalogue of Books - which gives quarterly lists of all books
published in Burma from 1868 to 1941. This means that I have had
to limit my observations to what is indicated by the title and what

I know of the author and the background.

One major lack of the political commentaries of Burme is

that they have been writtem with very little regard to the Burmese




point of view. Any description of the emergence of the Y.M.B.A.,

the G.C.B.A. and the Dobama Asi-ayone, the 1920 students' strike,
:ﬁﬁé Saya San rebellion, the Indo-Burman riots, the oil-field workérsk
and peasants' march of 1938, the Wunthanu movements, the Thakhin
movements etc., must suffer if the author ié not well acquainted with
the Burmese situation as seen through Burmese eyes. This thesis is

~an attempt to remedy this.

Although Saya Lun has been given special significance
I have tried to include some assessment of the works of other major
writers of the period, such as U Ba Khaing , Thein Pe ( Myint ) ,

Thakhin Ba Hein , Thakhin Nu , etcs

As regards obtaining original source material, I must adwmit
that; I have faced more difficulties than I expected. Although I did
not expect that I would be able to get 60 # — even 10 » — of the

political books which are listed in the Burma Catalogue of Books

I did éxpect quite confidently to find all the works of Saya Lun ’

if not in the United Kingdom at least in Burme, as he was still élive 
at that time (1963). Unfortunétely, I was wrong and I was , probablj ’-
too optimistic. Qﬁite a number of Saya Lun's works have been ~ ‘

reprinted recently: Bo Tike (January, 1967); Hme-daw—bone Wutthu (early

.19608); Daung Tika (May, 1960), Daung Gan—dhi ( July, 1960 ),- -




xiv

Boycott Tika (1960); Letters of Mr, Maung Hmaing (1965); and

Thakhin Tika (March , 1965), but no further editions of Khway Tika

and Galon Tika have been published yet. U Hla, one of Saya Lun's

most faithful and devoted pupils, and his wife Daw Almar, well

known publishers and the owners of Ludu Press, appealed to the
country‘through all media, They asked for manuscripfé, old books or
newspaper cuttings of Saya Lun for compilation and publication

to be preserved for the sake of the nation, its future generations

and in honour of the gredt man. They offered to pay any priée for

the sale of material if a loan was not possible. But in respect of the.

two famous works by Saya 1un, the Khway Tika and Galon Tika ,

their efforts were in vain. Up to now (1968); there has been no

response.

I have been fortunate enough to obtain all Saya Lun's

works (excluding plays) except the Khway Pika and Galon Tika .

But that gap has been partly filled: Saya Zawgyi has vividly

described the Khway Tika in his Thakhin Kodaw Hmaing Tika .

For this I am greatly indebted to Saya Zawgyi.




CHAPTER I
BACKGROUND : BEFORE THE FIRST WGRLD WAR

1. Polltxcs

| Froﬁ the beginning of the ﬁistory until the end of the
independent kingdom in 1885, the Burmese people knew no kind of
political administration éxcept the rule of an absolute monarch.
Therefo?e’although there has been Burmese writing since the twelfth
century, there were, to my knowledge, no substantial polltlcal
wr1t1ngs of any sort untll Saya Lun's time. The King's power was so

ahsolnte, effective and far-reaching that the question of politicel &4:

SRR s et s

rights does not seem to have exercised many people's minds. Apart..
from that, the ﬁing is included in the list of five traditional
énemies of man — water, fire, k1ng, thief and a d1811ked person = f
8o it 18 no wonder that philosop§e1ng on the mature of the kingship
was avoided and political awareness was negligible. Throughout the
history of the ﬁukmese kingdom, apart from véry few isolated incidentﬁa;
of~peréopa1 heroic bebellion, there were no maés political movements A?
7nor, as far aapI‘know, any evidenbe of public political awareness,
‘For example, after the end of the first Aﬁglo—Burmese War (1824-26%
~although the British captured Tenasserim and Arakan, there was no.:-
evidencé of massive pOpﬁiar protest and indignatibn. There was certaiq <

~ly fighting but the outcome was of little concern to the civilian

poéulation. It was the same after the second Anglo-Burmese War (1852).. -




Even after the final British annexation of Burme in 1885 when they

captured and took”éway the Burmese king an&_queen; the public reactioh ]

~ was not very different. Apart from a few patriots like U Min Yaung,

graﬁdfdther of the late Bogyoke Aung San, who risked their lives to

'start isolated revolts with resources whxch dld not compare thh the

et

et ey A AT

might of their enemy, there was mo public protest. ‘But even in the -
| circumstances of foreign military occupation revolts like these ﬁeré;"
‘rare and the Burmese people in general could hardlj'be said to have

been conscious of the polltlcal implications of the War.,

IOy T T T AT B T .

Throughoﬁb theiryhistory, the Burmese fefe.ruled not>o;i&
by Burmese kingé; but also by Mons énd Shans.'Mﬁny Western historiéﬁéﬂif
seem to exaggerate the situatlon by descr1b1ng thzs as ' Shan dom1na—l-
tion ' or ' Mon dominationm ' . Personally, I d1sagree thh this
empha818. The word ' domination ' may give a false impression.
Buddhist teaching in Burma has always emphesised that he who attéihs} -
. the throne whether by legal succession or by force, pbsseéses .
lcertaiﬁ ggggg} or 7Bg§ﬁg? . This iéluuquestibned merit. And it is . -
| u#likely that it occurfed'ts the average Burman that he was being")

ruled by a non-Burmese king even in the Ava Period, when & great




many Shan suwhwasl were on the Burmese throne. The only relevant
consideration was whether he ruled'badly or toil,.not whether he-was_;

Mon or Shan or Burmese. The fact of hia kingship‘mode him acceptable
to the people but if the king proved h1mse1f a bad rnler he could be

‘overthrown, For example, even in Ava Perlod, only Thohanbwa (1527-43)

was overthrown by Min-gvyi Yan-naong and & handful of his follovers.‘;
Politicol oheorising played oouﬁart in the lifeo of Burmese poople;
It seems to havo oeen an éaay thing for the Burmese people to accept
as their king whoever was on the throne as long a8 he was a good
adwinistrator and allowed them to live in'poaoé, be he Mon, Shan,
'Burmese, or British. This remained'tfne even after 1885 when the

Burmese monearchy was deposed and the coontry wasfundér British rule. .

Burmo ~under her monaroha wa.s completely isolated from the
outside world. Burmans had no knowledge of vhat was happening else-
- where, how much science had contributed to mankind and»how much the
-~ Western powero,hod progrQSSod. Not only did theyvnot know, they had
very 11ttle curiosity. This is a sltuntlon which did not change eveo
under Brltish rule. The conntry was treated as a province of Indl&,

vhich was governed partly in IndLa and 1arge1y fpom London. This -

1. sawbwa = hereditary ruler of & Shan state




increased the barriers in the way of Burma's access to the outside
world; bolitical-awakening came slovly and new ideas came not fresh

but second“hand,‘mainiy through India and 3186 according to Dr. Maung_ 

Maung from China. ( Burma in the family of nations , p. 82. )

The Russo-Japanese War of 1904 wasithe first external event
which roused Burmese consciousness. Few ﬁeaple at the time could havgi:'
held out much . hope for a lmall Eastern country pitting her atrength
against a great European power. Japan 8 victory over Russia was a
revolution in itself and it was a revolution which found echoes of.
discontent,‘qf’nationalism, in Burma.‘Althougﬁ thé feéponse to ‘the ;
news was by no means immediate or overﬁﬁelﬁing the acceptance of
" European supériority received a severe blow anﬁftfaditional attitﬂdeé g
to rulers in Burme began to be questioned. Peoﬁle took a QZEéﬁiivelyv/H:
interest in intefnational affairs and hecame more “aware of the *
political implications of their own. Nevertheless, nationalxsm in-

Burma in the flrst few decades of the 20th century remeined very

much & gentleman's affair , courteous , calm and cautious.

Thevxatlonallst movement in Burma also owes a gre&t deal
to the work of the Buddhist assocx&t1ons to revise and bring up to
date the educational system.throughout“the country. Buddhism in Burme.

‘has never shown any concern with worldly matters, has preached ngﬁw




crusade nor worked for mass conversion and has certaihly never .
1nstigated-or identified itself with political'activities. But in the
event At was the act1vit1es of Buddhist rellglous assoclat1ons which

8parked off the beginning of Burmese nat10na11sm.

Efforts to stimqlqﬁe a renaissance of Burmese cultural and
-’,nqtional traditions began iﬁ_the 1890s. Burma owed @hese to a handful
ﬁurﬁese individn&lé who were in touch not 6n1y_with éducafion in:theﬂ
Western style but also with political institutions and‘ideologies._

In the late 18908, eduéaﬂed 1qylﬁﬁrmése leaders in the Moulmein area
aﬁd‘elsewhere began to sponsor non—clerical Buddhist}schools which
adopted a Western-type curriculum modelled on that of the Christian

’,m1381on schools. The Sasanddhara Society of Moulmeln, which was

.fdedxquted<toeducat10na1 and sqclal reform, started the Sam Bgddh§L 
Ghosa Ang;d-vernacular.nigh School in 1897. The founders tried to
finance their venture by encouraging the pﬁblic o limit their
exﬁenditure dﬁ suéh occasioﬂs as.fuﬁérals,Imanriageé'and (rhaﬁagfu

© and éar-boring ceremonies., U May Ahng and his wife wére active-in‘the7’“

Sasangdhara Society and its Séhool; Shortly afterwérds, and in the

same way, The Buddha Kalyana Mitta A-thin of Myin-gyan ( later -of

Mandalayi) founded theAlay.Buddha~SEéan§ Nuggaha School where religion

1. rhaﬁ-pru l~= monastic initiétory'cereﬁony for youth




was taught and where the Buddhist pre-Sabbath and Sabbath holidays
were observed. A similar group,Asoka Society,was formed at Bassein.
In 1904, the Rangoon College Buddhist Association began to hold

public meetings and to publish lectures and sermons in booklet form,

The aim of the activities of these Buddhist associations
wvas solely to raise the educational and social standards in the
coﬁntry and was not concerned in any way wiﬁh current politics. But
they were the fore-runners of the Y.M.B.A. ( Young Men's Buddhist
Association ) which was later, in the 19208, transformed into one of
the most powerful united political interests in Burma, the G.C.B.A.

¢ General Council of Burmese Associations ).

The Y.M.B.A. was founded in 1906 by gducated Burmans
including U May Aung, U Ba Dun, U Ba Pe, U Ba Yin, U Sein Hla, Sir
Meung Khin, Sir Maung Gyi, etc.Their aim was to refashion valuable
elements of the Buddhist tradition into an articulate movement
iﬁfluen#ed by Western concepts. Hence its close approximation to the
Y.M.C.A. { Young Men's Christian Association ). Among the organisers -
of the Y.M.B.,A,, U May Aung was a graduate of Cambridge and had
qualified at London's 1Inns of Court; U Khin was an extremely
talented person who was subsequently knighted. U Ba Pe was a gradu&te:

of the University of Rangoon amnd editor of the Sun Daily, a 1eading




politically orientated paper of the time.

At first the Y.M.B.A, was essentially a student affair
devoted to the discussion of Buddhism and related subjects. Later,
it extended its interests to include the revi#ﬁi of Burmese art and
literaiﬁre. The Y.M.B.A. enqued}an immediate popularity and branche3  '
of the‘organis&tion could be found even in the small villages in the{.
remotest parts of both Uppér and Lower Burma. At the annual m@eting
of the whole Y.M.B.A. topics of general interest were diécuése&uandu
views exchanged. It was obvious that the assoéiation vas becoming

more organised.

In its aims and methods the Y.M.B.A. was a very moderafe'
organisation, Its founders‘were real ' gentlemen'' whose interests
‘in the early stages lay outside politics. They even sang with some
pride ! God Save the King ' at the opening of their meetiﬁgs
substituting ! Bﬁddha ' for ' God ' for obvious reasons, At each  ﬁ5
annual meeting; they sent a message of loyalty and gratitude to the:'
British Crown. As late as 1918, at the Annual General Meeting held in{f 
Moulmein, the Chairman, U Phay, in his opening sﬁeech said how gratefﬁi;
they were‘té His Majeaty Iing George V for the advantages of the: ‘

astonishingly

British.hdministr&tion, ending, to-post-war Burmans,lwithi_‘

a prayer ' rule over us for ever.' Despite all this, their interests.




:and activities lay in the revival of Burmese traditions and culture

which played a vital part in the spreed of nationalism,

The movement-towafda bolitiqal awareness in Burma is , of
course, very closely linked with the battle for comnstitutional refbfm.”
The British annexation of Upper Burma in 1885 put the whole of Burma .
under British rule. She was regarded not as a country separate and
self-sufficient but merely as one of the districts of India. She
constituted a local administrative unit under,thé Chief Commissioner;y"
nasiéted Sy his secretariat. It was only in 1897 that Burma was reised
to the status of a separate province of the ;ndiah Empire with its
éwn Lieutéhant-ﬁovernar»and e small Legisla£ive'ﬂouncil. Local go?ern—l;
ment was given the power of domestic legislation but important«mattefs‘
such as finance and foreign affairs were s8till reserved for the -
Central Government in India on whose councils Burma was mot represented.
The new legislqtive Gouncil of Burma had nine members all of whom:were.
lappointed by the Li%&enant—Governor. The four non-official members

included two Buropeans, one Burman and one Shan.

In 1909, the Morley=Minto reforms brought another measure of
constitutional advance. The Legislative Council was enlarged from nine
to seventeen, of which two were not appointed directly by the govern-

ment; they were elected from the Burme Chamber of Commerce and the




Rangoon Traders, both representing European businessmen. It was clear
that the Burmese were to have no share in<1egislation. In fact, tgéseA
reforms gave Burma & much smaller advance than any other pnovince‘in
the Indian Empiye. For example, ' in Bombay which is reprqséntative'-
of the larger Provinces, the Legislative Council waé increased to

48 members of whom 21 were eleete@: in the Punjab, whicgzgeprésentatitqi
of the smaller Provinces, to 28 of whom 11 were elected.' (Dr. Maung |

Maung's Burma in the family of nations p.78 )

This hesitant experiment with legislative councils may haveff
| passed unnoticed by the general public but it certainly drew the -
attention of the youﬂg and progressively educated persons to the
- nation's grievances. The movement which these ybung~be0p1e started was
neither extreme nor violent and their aims were the improvement of ”
social conditions rather than opposition to political conditions (é.gi
the Y.M.B.A. movements). But it prepared the way for the advent of drli‘

more aggressive type of nationalism in 1920.
L- ’ B

f

2., Literature and the press

The earlieft Burmese writings appeared in a simple prose
form on stone inscriptions recording dedications in the Pagan PeriQif'_

Apart from inscriptions, the earliest extant speciﬁens of Bupmtéé

H
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litéfature dete from the ISth century, having originated under the .
auspices of Buddhlsm and the king. 1t was malnly written by Bh1kkhus}
or by laymen who had prev1ously spent long years of study in the .
mopastgry, or occaslonally.by ladles of the court. Like most earlj

literatures, it looked to the court for appreciation and patronage

and wrote mosﬁly eulogies of the reigning monarch. Its diatinguishing\~

qualities were therefore purxtanisp of thought and courtlyﬂyeflnement»'

of language.Andther feature was its heavy borroying'from the jataka ,
the stories of the Buddha's previous’ existences. In addition, thege .
werefsbmé accounts of national events and the deeds of the king'é'

ancestofs in verse, together with shorter nature and love poenms.

This pattern remained unchanged up to the end of the 18th
century, when closer relations were formed between Burma and the -

outside world. Thus with greater contact and growing intimacy with

other countries, Burma began to emerge from her isolation. The results

were to be seen mot only in the economic life ‘of the country but in

her cultural life. " Thailand was temporarily annexed in 1767 and

romances and plays which were brought thence to Burma gave an impetus -

to the writing of secular literature. The Rimﬁxan& and other similar

stories were treated in Burmese verse in a morellight-hearted manner. .

then had been possible with the jataka. Then in the first half of the

1. Bhikkhu = Buddhist monk

.....
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19th century there were the playwrights U Kyin U and U Pon Nya ,
wvho wrote primarily for the Court. Their plays were produced as

Eia-zdt ( stage-plays ), as againstvtheir‘predecessors' which were
long plays apparently designed to b;z?gﬁyer thnﬁ acted. The tastesfdﬁks
drama séread, and by ahouﬁAﬁhe mi@dle of the 19th century there¢werg B
numerous companies touring the country' ~ both the kingdom of Avayf-ﬂ¥
to the north and the British Provinces to thé south, which had Eéen S
occupied after the two Anglo~Burmese Wars of 1824-26 and 1852. The‘jiﬁ
authors of the plays were unknown s the pldys vere adaptations of |
jetaka , episodes froﬁ the Rama epic and other popular stories ",

( Dbr. Hla Pe's lecture on May 20th 1965 at The Britain-Burma Secigty‘)i

By the time these dramas and plays were becoming-estublisheéi
in the later half of the 19th century, Lower Burma was a gady undér}lfw
British rulé, Very soon after, in 1885, the British had annexed t;e |
whele of Burma. As part of the inevitable Western influence, there
appeared in Burme a number of presses and printing plants which had
a considerable effect on the development of Burmese ﬁruma. But thig
was tomwprove a mixed ﬁlessing. Previously it was impossible to maga
many cbpies of one work as the duplicating process involved a
lnborioﬁs copying by hand onto palm leaves. Now with the introductidﬂ.;

of thevpreaé and the husiness'of publishing into Burma, not only was, ;
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the scope and range of literary activity greatly eniarged but its -

whole character became more commercial. Writers who had hitherto

seen ‘little room for profit now became professionals with a keen

interest in the business possibilities of their work., In many cases,

- this led to a situation where quantity rather than quality became the

rule. Thus, in the later 19th century there appeared a great number of

plays, many of them /doubtful merit.

The rise in popularity of the

in the Burma's Catalogue of Books.

YEAR NO. OF PLAYS RECORDED

Rg -
1875 : 4 d -
1876 | nil
1877 - 4 -
1878 3 2 -
1879 5 o 1 -
1880 15 1 -
1881 7 -
1882 18 . -
1883 50 -
1884 39 -

printed play

a8

o o o

is
PRICE RANGE
pyas -~ Rs
0
-0 - 2
0
6 - 3
o - 2
.0
0o - 2
0 - 1
2 -

charted

- 88 = pyas

- 0= 0
- 0~ 0
-0~ 0
- 0= 0
- 0- 0
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The sudden increase in the number of plays printed, from 3 or 4

a year to a record 50 j the drop in price from Rs 1 or 2 to an anne or

even 2 pyas; and the rise in the number of copies printed, up to

3,000 or 4,000 , are all records of one of the turning points

in the histéry of Burmese literature : the creation of & mass reading

publie. Literature was no longer the preserve of & handful of learned

syholars, but was available to anyone with a few annas to spare,

and the demand was evidently there. The situation is described in

U Thein Han's ( Zawgyi ) Thakhin Kodaw Mmaing Tike as follows i~

At that period ( near the end of 19th century ) in
Burma there was a great demand for E!@?and puppeflshows and they:
enjoyed immense popularity ihroughout the country. Because of
these gig and puppet. shows, there also appeared a considerable
nunber of plays in book form, which, because they could be
bought very cheaply, were in great demand even in the most
remote parts of the country.

For those who lived in the countryside, pwe and
puppet shows came round oﬁce or twice a year ; the lyrics of
these shé#s would be remembered and sung léng after -the troupe
had left the village, young people would sing these songs as theyi‘
strolled through their villages on moon}ight nights. The songs

would be repeated by the men rowing the cargo boats, those

pve = popular dramatic performance
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driving the bullock carts, while gathering wood or trénsPIanting';
rice or when they were bringing in the harvest. These.songsﬂi
could be heard in the oil mill, in the cheroot factory and the
thatch works. Or some would gather.round the lamp and read from
the book of the play. Reading was & social occasion ;. the

audiencé would gather round the lamp and those who could read--\
would read in turn, with the appropriaﬁe actions, and those who'  
couldn't would sit éipping their tea and chewing their ﬁetellqﬁi |

and listen,

The years that followed the British annexation of Upﬁer 8
Burma in 1885 proved to be barren of imaginative literature of any
quality. With the fall pf thé Burmese monarchy:came the virtual endiif
of court literature in Upper Burma. Iﬁvawer Burma the px‘etsxse;s.were‘_ ;j
active in publishing the old cl&ssical.poems sometimes with
commentaries, and semi—historibnl.yorks such as the legends of pagodas;
Some of the most popular stage~pl§ys were reprinted'asllwte as 1897;25;

In the wake of the printed play come the novel. The firstf‘v

two worké with a cleim to the name were adapted translations of

Western novels : Robinson Crusoe (1902) by U Hpo Zaw, and The Count ~ -

of Monte Cristo (1904) by James Hla Gyaw. These however were:quickiy 

followed by ke others with a much stronger Burmese flavour s U Kyeg'd
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Maung Hmaing the roselle~seller and Sagadaungza ( both published
in 1905 ) are picaresque tales with rogues for heroes, fleeing from

one scrape only to fall into another, in a thoroughly Burmese setting.

The early novels were much influenced by the plays which had
preceded them with such success. This is noticeable in the very titles
of some, which echoed the rhyming ! Mr and Mrs ' titles popular with
the playwrights ; e.g. Maung Hpei Shin Ma Mei Tin (1905), Maung
Ba Shwei Ma Hla Mei (1910), Maung Ei Hpei Ma Ei Mei (1912). Most
obvious however is the style : prose was freely rhymed, stage direc~
tions were indicated, for example , " Maung Hmaing says LI
" Maung Hmaing grumbles "..... Verse was also included on themes
of love, beauty, fear, sorrow. This was the sort of styls in great
demand at the time when, whether omne knew how to read or not, it was
the custom to gather round and listen to one peraon reading aloud.

Therefore, a style which was musical, incorporating rhymes and rhythms

v = -

and easily given to declamation was the one in greatest demand.

The growth of the press in Burma is of course intimately
connected with the emergence of political writing. Records are few,
and copies of early newspapers still fewer, and the subject has been
unduly neglected by scholars, both in the West and in Burma itself.
I would like to take this opportunity therefore of reviewing

briefly what is known.
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According to U Yaw , retired Director of Informatiomn,

Burma, (-one of the present d&y veteran Burmese authors and journalisis‘
’

Zeys ), ( Kuiy-twe, sa-tafis~ca paffia ppe. 30-43 ), the.first news—
paper in Burma was published in 1837, at Moulmein, under the super—
vision of Mr. Blundeli, Commissioner of Tenasserim. U Yaw does not |
give the name of peper but mentions that it was in Englishg Not Ibngi;
after that“,‘a Burmese version appeared as the result of the initial - .
usuccess. The editor was ME.-Hough, an American missionary, who was-ﬁf“
colleague of the famous American missionary Dr. Judson who arrived

in Burma in 1816.

Not long;after Mr. Blundell's newspaper, there appeared an

English newspaper, the Moulmein Chronicle . U Yaw names the editor

as Mr. George Hough, but he does not indicate whether the above named
Mr. Hough and Mr. Géorge Hough were the same person. It is likely

that they were the same person,wbecuuse at that fime, there were verj
few white men in Burma, In léﬁé, after the.second annexation of_Bgrmﬂ

by the British, this press moved to Rangoon and continued its publica

~tion under the name of Rangoon Chronicle. In 1856, Mr. Thomas Godfrey
- - ’

a lawyer, established the Rangoon Times. In 1878, there appeared the'

Rengoon Daily Mail and in 1879, Mr. Menual established the Daily

- Réview , All these papers were in English, but were rather short-&ivéﬁ;
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except the Rengoon Times, an independent newspaper which was in

circulation un§i1~1942, when the Japanese occupied Reangoon. The‘

government also issued a newspaper called Rangoén Gazette and it

also lasted until Japanese occupation.

Among the Burmesg newspapers, as far as U Yaw knows,
Dhamma-gi { ? Bible Knowledge or the Liéht of Christianity ) newspaper
| was the earliest. It was published monthly in 1843 in Moulmein by thé
Aﬁerican missidﬁ&ries. Altheugh their main objeef was to propag&te
Chriétignity,>£he&‘publighed‘not only Christian news but also world
and Bufﬁese-newé; For example, there was detailed reporting of the
secbnd'ﬁhgio-Burmese War of 1852. The styie of Burmeée was simpie.
Théynused short sentences with no verbose elaborations ﬁnd it was a

typical example of Christian missionary Burmese.

Now let us turn to the Burmese newspapers established by the
Burmans themselves. Two of the earliest Burmese papers were Mran-ma

sai-t6-chah. and Ratandpum . Mran-ma sam-tO-chafi, was published -

in Rangoon which by then was in British Burma and ' Ratangpum was

& Mandalay newspaper. .

Although Mran-ma suﬁ-ﬁsfchah. was in circulation for about;f

50years up to 1920; we know very little about its origin and date of
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foundation. U Yaw says that all he has diScovefed up to now is that
it sﬁéfﬁed abo&t ﬁhé same time as Ratandpum or probably 2or 3 years- 
"‘eufiier,«that is'in the early IBTOB.AAB for the'RatanEE um it was‘said -
that the Burmese k1ng had to estahlzsh it to defend himself aga:nst |
. the smear campazgns against him and his country by the English-
i'1nflnu,encf-:d newapapers from British Burma, after the second Anglo-‘
Burmese War. Apart from that as Burma had increased her feoredign
relations withfpther countries, King Mindon (1853-78) thought it was
nec;ssary to have a Burmese owned paper in Burmese. So he sponsored
and established the Rataﬁﬁguﬁ newépaper early in 1875. It was a.
-féekly paper.anditbe first editor wa# a Sino—Bufﬁesé;cglled U A—hée,

who wes given the title Ne-myui: si-wa siddhi . It wvas said thet

" he knew six languages. In 1876 Phn1. W511ra vas appolnted as the

new edltor. This paper was written in a style of 0ff1c1al language
or the lhwat—to style. The sentence construct1ons were clear but -

grand. This paper collapsed with the Burmese kingdom,

In 1873, the administrative body of British Burme issued a -

Burmeaé veekly paper called Lokg-suta—paﬁﬁﬁ . Their aim was to help

vernacular educetion and to give general knowledge to the public.

About 1890, there appeared Hanth&wuddy Newspaper from the ~¥;

'Hanthawaddy Press and Mran-ma a—chwe Newspaper from the Rangoon

,V_Gazette Press. Both were weekly papers and pnb11shed in Rangoon‘l
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The ownerdhanager of the Hanthawaddy Press was Mr. Ripley, who was a
school friend of Prince Thibaw { later King Thibaw 1878-85 ) and
Prince Th%%e at Dr. Mark's school at Mandaley, the'capital, durihg
King Mindon's reipn. It is said that Mr. Ripley knew Burmese very
well, both the spoken language and the literature. Mr. Ripley's

Hanthawaddy newspaper ceased publication before 1920, but Mran-ma

a—~chwe lasted till just after 1927,

In 1909, an educated young Burman called U Hla Pe establish-

ed The Burman Weekly , with U Khin and U May Aung, both barristers

and founder members of Y.M.B.A. It was the first English language
newspaper published by Burmese but unfortunately it lasted only a

year or so.

After The Burman collapsed prematurely U Hla Pe joined

with U Ba Pe aﬁd established in 1911, The Sun Daily (Suriya or fhuriydz
one of the great leading newspapers in the-history of the Burmese, :
Its managers were progressively educated young men . On the editoria1- 
Qide it had U Ba Pe and Saya Lun and its contributors were Burmesé“
literary giants like Sayagyi U Pwar, Mahé-gita U Pyone Choe,

Hinawbi Saya Thein Gyi , Shwe~u-daung ( U Pe Thein ) and the greatu

political leader of that time Sayadaw U Ottama.
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The estqblishﬁent of the Y.M.B.A. and the effect of consti~
tutional changes led not only to the beginnings of political dwaréﬁeBQ‘
but to ita'etpression'in political writing. Thus political writing ,

- mostly the ﬁork of Saya Lun, began with the advent of the Sun Daily;
The task of the Sun Daily was not only to eﬁlightep the Burmese
public on guestions of domegtie'affairs and local administration
but also to keep them informed of events in ﬁhefinternational sphere
and to lead the crusade for social reform. The most controversial

article written at that time was " phuns-kris—pran prassana "1*

by Nat-kri: ( U Ba Pe ) ; it criticised the sacrifice not only
of money and materials but also of time and emergy to meaningless

tradition.

To eontinue the story briefly beyond the bounds of the
present period, up to the outbreak of the Second World War, the
following papers had appeared by 1920 :

Cac~kre:-nan: published by U Shwe Kyu _ .

Pafifid .~a-lan: published by Nat—talin Saya Phyo

Mran-ma.-a-180: one of the greatest papers in Burma

Mran-mé prann-con.,

1. phun:-kri:-pran prassaena controversy over the monks' funerals.
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Others, which were founded subsequently, are ¢

Di:dut . ‘:_ Bandhula
QEIXE l : A : Sﬁccé—;ﬁdi
'9f Mran-ma ‘Wé&—sﬁTnu-
- Tuihs~khyac Mran-ma Liberty
Burma‘Observer  | New Burma
3. Says Lun

The vital part played by Saya Lun in the emergence and
development oprolitical writing in Burmese literature is rgcogniéedui :
in -the title of this thesis and is examined iﬁ:gubsequspt‘chapters.',
It will be convenient, however, to insert at thip pgint a biographiéalfﬂ
sketch so as to provide a concise overview of hia{yapkground ’

B T R

character, achievements, and influence.

Saya Lun was born in Wa-le village, Shwe-daung township,
" Prome district; Lower Burma, in 1875 when Lower Burma was under ﬁhe".*'

British, His pdrents were U San Dun and Daw OhnnAand his father‘had:<

immigrated frdm Haqu7daung-gzi village, Bu#t@-lin township )

Lower Chindwin ' district , Upper Burma.,
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In his early childhboﬂ Saya Lun was taught'by the

Venerable Mahﬁiheralof Shwe~daung Kyee~the Lay-dat Kyaung 2 of

Jinattha~pakasani feme. During King Thibaw's reign he continued

his studies in Mandalay at Mya-daung Kyaung-taik 3_ while living

with his Bhikkhu uncle. In 1885 on November 28th Maung Lun (Saya Lun),

then ten years of age,witnessed from the Mya—daﬁgg,Kyaung-taik

the capture of King Thibaw and his queen by a British army unit

headed by Colonel Sladen. Within the grounds of Mya~daung Kyaung-taik

there was an unfinished Shwe-kyaung~gxi4 which had been donated by

Queen Su-pha~ya lat . The king and the gueen were granted permission

by the anthbrities to perform private wvater-pouring ceremonies for
their donation. Although Saya Lun was only ten years of age at that
time, the event affected him considerably as can be seen in his later,

and more especially his political writings.

1. Mah&thera = great Buddhist monk (of at least 20 years' standingJ

2. Shwe-daung Kyee-the Lay-dat Kyaung = Lay-dat Monastery of

Kyee~the village, Shwe-daung township.

3. Mya-daung Kyaung-taik = Mya-daung Monastery

4. Shwe~kyaung-gvi = Grand Golden Monastery
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After the British annexation of Upper Burma, he b2gan
travelling round the country as a novice, to places like Ah-lomne ,

Mon-ywa , Chaung-~oo , Kye-mon ,‘and’Bupta-lin where he had many

relations. He studied‘wherevér he went but the centre of his work

still lay in Mandalay. He had fully intended to become a Bhikkhu

when he attained the age of 20 but while he was only nineteen, he
lost his father and consequently had to reject his original plan
énd remain a layman in order t§ iﬁok after his widowed mother and :
himself. First, he went to Shwe—daung where his mother lived ané'theni

on to Rangoon to find a job.

_,!-‘
He found a position as a compositor in the Zabu Kyektharay

Printing Press, Su-le Pagoda Road, Rangoon and. soon by his initiativélj

and his obvious ability, he was appointed an editor. And it was whiléf’j

he was working at this pféséAthaﬁ he started wriﬁing.

This period coincided with & time of great prosperity féfffi
the Burmese ﬁeasants.’The merket for rice was good, the price high 'ei?f
and they had money ingﬁhgir_pockets. Tﬁe demand for entertainment,‘.nsif

an . Ca

for puppet shows, plays and pwes greﬁ<with it the demand for ﬁlayn

wrights ; and it was in this field that Saya Lun first used his

‘literary talents to amuse himself. His plays were an immense succeés;‘~f
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and were performed by such great artiste as the puppet show actor

U Phoo Nyo , pwe actors U Sein Ga-don, the great U Po Sgin, the
female impersonator actor U Aung Ba La and others. He estimated that
he had written about eightf plays and that each pla&, about eighty -‘é
foolscap pages long, took him fme or two nights to complete. Although
he was extremely successful as a playwright he ﬁever revealed his
true identity as he feared the possible embarrasament that might be

caused to his <Sax&Q1 s for example, the Venerable Mahathera of

Shwé—danggl&yee-the Lay-dat KyaungA who was & very prominent and -
respected religious leader. It was hardiy fitting that a formerl -
disciple of these venerahle Sayas should be so publicly making

his fame and fortune from these frivolous and worldly romantic plays.
Saya bun never took & permanent pseudonym and now it is exiremely |

difficult to trace his works and confirm his authorship.

While he was working at the Zabu Kyektharay Printing Press
he married Daw Shin of Kemmendine, Rangoom. When this press failed,

he joined the .newspaper Rangoon Times Press. Later, he moved to

Moulmein and became an editor on the Mran-ma Times ; there he wrote

some poems and articles under the pseudonym Maung Samadhi .

L. saya =  teacher
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In 19}1 the Sun Duilzinewspaper came_out in Rangoon? and

Saya Lun,'theh-thirtj-six years of age, left Moulmein, and ﬁoveé £o
Rangoon to take up an appointment as the Burmese Edltor of the _ .‘ :

Dailx. This period saw the emergence of the nationalist p011txca1
:mpvementa of the time, the Wunthanu‘movements,.and by virtue of his .
connections with the Sun Dailt&iSayayiun begéﬂ to meet and associ&ﬁéll
 with the young, edﬁéuﬁé& and.géenij naﬁionalist?politicinns‘of thq#l
time, such as}'u Ba Pe, U Hla Pe and Sayadaw U ottaﬁs. His
“ ihﬁerest in political‘qﬁegtions‘grew and from thén on his writing_and;,
9ctivities_ieré~dedieated to the>service'of hié country and more

specifibally;-to the independence movement.

During 1913—14 he wrote a ‘series of articles called Kza T1ku

" and Bo Tika in the Sum Da1lz under the name of Mister Maung

Hmaing . From Bo Tika onwards he began to devote a great deal:qfl
his'effort to digcussioné of the history, literature and traditibps |
‘of'Burma as well aé t§ critiques of'current Pblitical; economic, and ‘
educational problems. After the first World War when U Ba Pe, U;Pu 11 
and U Tun Sﬁeih‘went to London as the nation's representatives to |

prdtest"against the Craddock scheme, Saya Lun wrote his Daung Tika-_f

‘ articles in an effort to gain support for the delegates and this work
is now regarded by modern llternry scholars such a8 Zangi,

Thein Pe My1nt sy etc., as the first notable landmark in the h1story

of Burmese polltlcal writing.
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the
Sayan Lun was a master of popular style of the plays and
novels of his time. His prose includes fairly frequent rhymes and is
well loaded with songs and poems.‘The Tikes are enlivened by the

introduction of a number of characters, particularly women —

Ke-tha , Be-de , Me Myint. , Me Tint , Daw Sein , and others. They are

cast in the role of disciples of the wise and holy man who is

Saya Lun himself, and many of the poems are presented as their
compositions. Their points of view and manner of speech are skilfully
- portrayed, and they were immensely popular, even with the older
generation who might have despised professed fiction but who cbuld
read what purported to be autobiography with cleierly expressed
comments on political affairs. His politiecal writings did not provoke
intervention from the government, but I believe they did more to
disseminate advanced views in the country in their subtle way than
books which brought on their authors the penalty of the law. For the
first time something that could be called political writing was
introduced to the Burmése literary scene, but in a form that was

already familier to the public.

At the end of 1920 when the University Act was imposed on
the country in the face of popular opinion, the university went on

strike. The strike spread not only to the National Schools but also
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to the:government_SChdéls througﬁbut the country. When in 1921, the

National Uﬁiieréity,'othérvise'known as Bahan College was founded

“at Buhan, Rangoon,by the nat;ona11sts, Saya Lun resigned his post
'wzth the‘ Da1lx against the advice of hisncolleagues and accepted
an,uppointment a8 Professor Qf‘Bufﬁésa History and Literature on a x
ioluntﬁfy:basis. He feit sgrongiy"that‘it was-his duty to do all

 ‘he could invthe~sérvicé"of\his country #nd-thua he began to teach

" ‘the history and literaturée.of Burma té a generation which had slowly

““ffgrqwn hway:from the roots of their traditions — a generation taught . -

in governmentkbchoéls but unschooled in their own culture.

LRI

In 1921 he ed1ted the Glass Palace Chronicles for the

—

beneflt of nat1onal students and this work was prescrlbed a8 a text

St

book by the boycottera' National " Educatlonal Councll Later, hls

"~ Daung Tzka artlcles (1919) were again publlshed in book form and

adopted aata school text book for the eighth standard by the Government
sponééred‘thiohal Educational Council. From that time he made his

. réputation'hotﬁonly a8 a journalist but also as on educationalist.

' Whep‘thé Prince of Wales, son of George V , visited Burma

in 1921, Saya Lun was asked by the government authorities to compose '

rhwe-nd:~t6-swan; e:-khy @31 for a payment of Rs. 1,000. Although

b

1. rhwe-ndi-t8-swan; ei-khyan; = e:i~khyai: poem for the royal ear
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this would have represented a considerable fortune for him in his

poverty, he had no hesitation in refusing. " Thus he showed his

patriotism ", says Ludu U Hla’_ihﬁthe‘book Thakhin Kodawvﬂﬁaingfl}

Ni-dan ( pp. 28,29 ). In 1032 , hé wrote the Myauk Tike articles =

in which he strongly criticized the so~called leaders and their
" politics. In 1923 whén‘Dyarchy administration‘was introduced into.
Burma there was & great sp11t among the Burmese Nationalist leaders 55:*

and a8 a result the Natlonal College (Bahan) collapsed.

Then Sayn Lun Jo1ned the Dagon Magazine as editor énd S

in that year he wrote Myauk Gan—dl which was .a further explanatiéné

of Myauk T1kq . Later he joined Bandoola Jourﬁalx in which he wrote

in 1925 a series“of'articles dﬁlled"Khway Tika spréad ovér a-period N
of nearly two years pleading for the reunxficat1on of the two splznter )
groups the so—called orlglnal G.C. B. A. and the 21 Party. Not long

after that, he wrote another famous book called Boycott Tika in

whlch he described v1vid1y the fxrst Natlonal Students Strike of 1920 ‘

"~ from the Burmese Natlonaligts' p01nt of view.

In 1930, &fter the Saya San rehelllon, he wrote Galon-pyan

T1ka — serlallzed artlcles in the Sun Da1lx. Just after this rebellxon

the Dobama As1—ayone ‘was founded by a group of young patriots led by
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Thakhin Ba Thaung. The daring, the &lan, the devotion of these young

‘men appealed strongly to Saya Lun eand in 1934 he attended the flrst.f
Thakhln conference held in Yenanchaung and accepted the offer of the
Che:rmensh1p ( nayak& ) of the Dobame Ae1—ayone . It was then that

he dropped hlB fnmoue pseudonym Mister Maung Hmaing and became

known as Thakhin Kodaw Hma1ng . From then on, his closest associates

were young educated thukhins 11ke Thakhin Mya (femoua socialist
leader)g Thekhin Aung San (late Bogyoke Aung Sen), ‘Thakhin Nu (former -
‘Prlme Mlnleter U Nu), Thakhln Then Tun (Communist White Flag leader),J'
Thakh1n Soe (Communiet Red Flag or Trotskylte leader), Thakhin Thein

'Pe ( el:as Tet-phone-gyl Thein Pe , later known as Thein Pe Myint)

and others, and he worked with them, despite his age, in the indepen-

dence movements. At that tame, the government was extremely concerned
“with the actLV1t1es of the Thakhin movemen@ and took care to suppress
a8 much-as they could,fmostly"by frequent jail sentences. There-aroee -

a popular rhymed eaylng in Burmese sa-khah pok—ca thon khrok-1la

( even & fledge11ng thakhln gets 8ix months in prlson Je

Saya Lun"’,fa'ceﬁd these difficulties and ‘hardships with calm
. and resignation and never let theﬁ_defleet-him-from)his aim ¥ the

independence of Burma.




A measure of his standing in Burmese life and the political .
scene is the fact that whenever the guestion of nomination for

Head of State ceame up, his name was always included in the list.

In 1943 under the Japanese regime, Saya Lun found himself
one of the members of the ! Independence Preparation Committee.!
The others included such xx personalities as Bogyoke Aung Sah,
Thakhin Nu, U Chit Hlaing, former Home Minister U Aye, U Mya:,
U Aye Maung, U Tun Pe, Dr. San C. Po, Sir U Thwin, Sir Mya Bu,
U Thein Maung, U Set, Mandalay U Khin Maung Dwe and U Kyaw, In 1957 ,'¥
it was understood that he was one of the possible successors to

Dr. Ba U , the first President of the Union of Burma.

‘However much in the limelight he was and however frequéntly
nominated to hold positions of power, he could hardly be desecribed
as a maﬁ who sought personal fame and wealth ; he was always an
extremely modest man, genuinely interested in %olitics, whoee one
great hope and ambition was the freedom of his country. He nevef
sought popular acclaim or the publicity that could so éasily hav; beén;:
his ; instead his best work was done behind the sceneB, his grg&test
&chievemenézzhg lectures and ke articles with vhichlhe promoted'pis

cause end which were an inspiration not only to his contemporaries

but to the generations which followed. When the need arose he was.
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ready to make his'own personal sacrifice s the newl& established
Nat1onal College (Bahan) required his help and he immediately gave. up

'the edltorshlp of the Sun Da;ly and commltted himself to an uncertaln

nnd 1nsecure future,

‘Says Lun was never an active member of any party except the ;

Dobamd‘Asieaybne y although thiere existed mahy'étﬁér groups such as ﬁh;ﬁ
‘Home Rulé?ﬁovement, the 9yarchy movement and the Séparation and Anti¥  €
' gepgratién moveﬁeﬁts. His purpose vas to serve his;country with his
pens Tﬁé‘;urruption of the politiﬁal scene of h§s'dwy filled him'with?f¥
disgust .and he watched with distress politicianéfsboring-points off
each other and indulging in sordid backbiting for the sake of personul
notor1ety when there were so many great and nat1onal ‘igsueg at stake.’;;

These great issues he championed jn his wr1t1ngs.

But to give any measurable indication of his influence .
is almost impossible because he held no governmenf post throughout
his life, and there are no statiatics, no opinioh polls to gauge
the degree of h:s 1nf1uence. Through his service at the National
College (Bahan) in 1920 he did a great deal of effectlve work "in
encouraging the spirit of patriotism in his students, many of whom
ih the'f;rtieé became the leaders of the campaign for Burmese

Ihdebendence. His very valuable work as a member and president of




the Dobama Asi-ayone involved the guidance and encouragement of

the young group -of fervent and paﬁriotic Thakhins , among them
Thakhin Aung San . The probable degree of his influence in a group
like this may not be fully appreciated by non-Burmese or by those who
are not very well acquainted with Burmese behaviour. But in a tradi—-
tion and culture such as that of Burma, age brings venerability, and
commands love and respect. Saya Lun was not only advanced in years
but he had already established himself as aaplnjwright, & novelist,

a journalist, and educationalist but abové all as a patriot. As such,

his influence with the Thakhin movement must have been immense.

I should like to give here one example of his achievement
which had its effect not only on the history of Burmese Literature
and its culture but also on the history of the independence movements.

This particular example concerns the name Mister Maung Hmaing .

Western influence in Burma-probably reached its height at
the beginning of the 19008 and it was partly to counterbalance this
that young educated Burmans concerned about their country's future
started the Y.M.B.A. Associations. Yet even they showed the influence
of the West by modelling their organisation on the lines of the
Y.M.C.A. And among the members many were very definitely pro-West ,
professing a great admiration for»all things European, imitating in

so far as they were able the mannerﬁ, the customs, and the language
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of the West. They were indeed .' Bogyis (Europeans) made in Burma.'

As I hafe already said, the Y.M.B.A. founder members inclnde&_
U Khin , U Pe , U May Aung,, U Ba Pe , U Thein Maung , U Pu etc., and
in this number were included several who had had direct experience of
Western life and who were gradua£es of Western universities. These
gentlemen, when they read out the minutes of a meeting or during the
business of the Y.M.B.A. meetings, were accustomed to refer to each
other as Mr. Khin , Mr. May Aung , Mr. Pu — using the word Mr. instead
of the traditional prefix of address for the male person , "U or rﬁo} )
or "Maung'. The minutes of the meetings appeared in the form that
such and such resolution h;d béen proposed by Mr. so and so (eg. Mr.
Khin ) and seconded by Mr. so and so (eg. Mr. May Auhg ).

Saya Lun was deeply disappointed when he heard of this
procedure as it represented for him yet another step in the underminihg_
of Burmese culture. The idea tﬁ:;::iaders,of a free Burma should |
address eash other as Mister was horrifying to him and he devised
an ingenioué way of ridiculihg,it.

He took the name Maung Hmaing from the notorious hero of

U Kyee's novel Maung‘é;ming'ﬁhe roselle seller . The name had became
o
a byword for mischief and sexual license. A popular saying had emerged:

' Avoid Maung Hmaing , and you will never regret it.' To this name

Saya Lun préfixed the snobbish 'Mister' of the Anglophile Burmans,
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and used it.as a pen—pame for his series of articles in the Sun Daily
called Bo Tika which were commentaries on the ' Bo '(Europeans).

These articles written by a Mister Maung Hmaing enraged all those

who liked to be referred to as ' Mister ' and genérally shook the -

whole community.

Saya Lun got great support from the majority of Burmese in
this campaign and it became a joke whenever they met anyone who had

previously liked to be called ' Mister ' to call him ' g _second

Mister Maung Hmaing.' The risk of identification with the notorious

scoundrel Maung Hmaing made a number of former Misters revert to -

the traditional prefixes ' U ' or ' Ko ! or ' Maung ' and the
campaign was won 3 Saya Lun had cured what was later known as

' Bu-yo ' fever, & spoonerism for Bo-yu (European-mad).

The Burmese are therefore indebted to Saya Lun for prevent
—ing-the~spread of ' Mister ' and thereby preserving the Burmese | |
prefixes ' U ' , ' Ko ' and ' Maung'. These prefixes play an important
part in establishing the Suﬁtle gradations of respect and recognition
of rank-differentiation in sociaikrelationships, and are an important

element in Burmese culture.
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Saya Lun was not a person who enjoyed being in the lime-

- light or sought to be in the ﬁublic eye. The extent of his: achieve-
ments and influence will be seen in subsequent chapters, but I should
like to conclude this one with an analogy.‘ In every curry or diéh,
a pinch of‘salt is the most important ingredient.-Without salt,

there is no taste. Yet in expressing our enjoyment of a meal ,

we comment on the chicken or the pork, we never think of mentioning

the salt without which the meal would be ruined.

For me, Saya Lun represents the real pinch of salt in

the curry called Burmese Independence Movement .
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CHAPTER II

1914 — 1920

l., DPolitics 2

When World War I broke out in 1914 its direct impact on the
develogment of politi§a1 conséiousnéss in Burma was relatively siiéht;
Nevertheless, the indirect effect of the war was important, for it did
much to break dowm Burma's provincialism and to extend the political
horizons of many of its people. It'demonstfatgd, among other thingsg
that British power was not ihvincible. The Burmese‘ﬁeople also heard
about Allied war &ims; they.took cognisance of President Wilson's
stgteméhté‘about self—deterhina&ion. They became é*are of political co
developments in India; they read for the first tiﬁé an account
pnﬁiished in Bufma of the Rﬁsso4Japanese war of 1905 and also about
the present war. At the end of the war, Burma}found itself carried:
along in the wake of a major revoluﬁiondry upﬁea#al and constitutionqlfi
reform programme centering in India. This provideLBurﬁa Qith the |

objectives and methods of political agitation. Thus, World War I

clearly constituted a dividing point in Burma's political history.

This period saw the final solution -~ & Burmese victory —
of the century-old ' Shoe question ', It first occurred during the
reign of the Burmese kings when the British envoys presented them=-

selves at the Ava Court. ( See ' A question of Shoes ' in E.C.V.

Foucar's They reigned in Mandalay , pp.35-41 and ' The Shoe Question'n




note in G.E, Harvey's History of Burma , p.336). Burmans who wear

- sandals always remove them as a mark of respect before entering

a8 house, a monastery or aacred.precinéts, and those of sensibility
and cultivation will also remove their sandals when they are in the
presence of someone older than themselves. The British and European’

foreigners in Burma however were little disposed to adjust themselves

" to the customs and traditions of the country in this respect. Whether

-they regarded iﬁ as the privilege of the congueror to ignore them,

or whether it was more positively to humiliate a defeated nation,

it is difficult to say. Whatever the intention thefé was no doubt as to
the efféct. No Burmesé(Bﬁddhist could tolerate with equanimity the o
sight of f;reigneré striding about with shoes on in sacred placéa;
especially the pagodas. in this situation, some of the pagoda's
trustees, fearful of crossing the British, merely put up notice boards
in front of the pagoda gates to the effect that ' apart from kh=
British and Europeans nobody is allowed to enter with their shoes on'.
These signboards.may be considered one of the most important contribu;

tions to the gfbwth of Burmese political awareness.

It has been seen above that, generally speaking, Burmans
have traditionally'had as little to do with political imstitutions

as possible; that théy vere content to be dllowed to live in peace
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under a ruler whether native Ar foreign; anduthnt rebellioﬁs and
uprisings were personal rather then national, fégional or ideological.
But when the quesfion concerning the exemption of Europeans from |
rémoving_their shoes arose, the obvious disrespect of the foreigners
for everything held in reverende and awe by the Burman was borne in

on them, Even when they were brought under coloniql rule, even when
their king and queen were led into captivity, there were few voiéés
raisgd in protest among people; but when this colonial rule permitted
j'the‘ sacrilege of disrespect to the holy places, the people were moved t

1nd1gnat10n and fury. There had been many opher grievances, but it was:

this part1cular grievance which became the focal point for the
prOgre381ve politicians. They persuaded the Burmese people that this
could not be.tolerated. It was not only the question of irreverence
and disrespect but also‘the dis@rimination between European and
non-Europsan which affected the igsue. The former were'privilegedAand

tﬁé latter were mot 3 it was a bitter realization.

iIt was the young educated members of the Y.M.B.A. who pursue& 
a vigorous c;mpaign throughoutlfhe country to change the situ&tion;
Finally they won. The signboarda read not ' excépt British and European'
but ';NOBOﬁY mey wear shoes on the pageda and its precincts ', The

fight had not been an’ easy ome. The-question was raised for the third
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time at the annual conference of thé Y.M.B.A. in 1901, but to no
.purposSe., An effort made in 1912 met with tﬁe.snme failure. During‘,:
.-1916~1917 the guestion wasiﬁgain raiesd by a ypung lawyer from Prome

( now retired Chief Jus£ice‘U Thein Maung ) and thgvcontroverSy
ffeaéhed fresh heights of tension and bittefness until the next'ye;f

.ﬁhe government ruled that eéch iﬁca; ghon-gxil or head of a particular
'pagdda or pagoda trustees should decide the Question on their own
initiative for their locelity. The Burmese had‘shown that there were
some issues on which they would not”be dictated to. The British ;!::iil
reaction waé one of piwued disdain, declaring that ' Europeans whﬁ |

respect themselves or their health do not visit the ( Shwe Dagon )

:pﬁgoda platform ', ( R.G. Brown's Burma as 1 saw it pp. 168-169.) o

Constitutional developments duriﬁg ﬁﬂié period . also
contrlbuted to the spread of pol1t1cal consc1ousness. On August 20th
-;1917, an announcement was made by the Secretary of State for Indla,
Mr. Montague, on behalf of the British Government\that they were
’prepared to give Home Rule to Ind1alon the successful conc1u81on of
the war. The war: ended, but the British promzse to grant Heme Rule .
did not meterializes moreover, Burma thgn being considered only a

province of India, the British now indicated that this promise wdg;

1. phon-gyi = 1lit. "great glory", Buddhist monk of full standing )




intended only for India and that Burma could not be considered. A dele-
g&tion.from the General Council of the Y.MsB.A. went to Calcutta to
talk with Secretary Montague and'Viceroy Cheiﬁsford in December,1917.
They asked primarily for Burma's separation from India governmentally -
and its recognifion a8 a distinct nation within the empire. Among

other things, they also stressed the individuality of Burma, its
differences from India as to race,vlangnages, social customs, and

religion,

In 1919, when the Government of India Act incorporating the
Montague-Chelmsford Reforms was passed, there was no mention of Burm#,

This greatly agitated the Y.M.B.A, and the péople generally. Burmese

. i?\.\\m sl

public opinion was hurt and-it-felt by implication that in being
‘omitted from the Act the people had been slighted. There arose’thev
suspicion that a leéser scheme was being preﬁured for them. It was

! knofn that the Lieutenant-Governor of Bunma,'Sir Reginald Craddock,
was openly unsympathetic to any idea of self—government;hdnd that
schemes which he had proposed involved thevpartial devolution of.
existing local government by the institution df 8 complicated aysteﬁ
of executive boards, This naturally provokéd phe people to dngef'and;A
to action. The Y.M.B.A.,)especially, the younger generation meqbers,

who were more educated and progressive, could,not accept these schemes |
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and argued that ﬁurma must have its share of Home Rule to the same .
extent as India. So, the Y.M.B.A. sent anoth’ef delegation, this time
to Lohdon, on behalf of the entire nation, to protgét against the
Craddock schemes, in Juiy 1919, However, when the Government of India
Act was finaliy passed in the same year by the British Parliament;

it was found that Burma again had been left out.

This was the signal for a nation-wide protest. The Burmese

leaders felg that they must close ranks, agitate, and organlze to get
the same measure of self-government as India. They also decided that
£he“struggle was no longer social and religious but\political,land:
religion and ﬁation&lism must now be separated. ihéy wanted the
Y.M.B.A., movement to become more politiecal im 5haracter and in.aiﬂ.'

S0, in Septeﬁber 1920,-meeting in annual national convention at Prome, 

fhe Y.M.B.A. resolved to convert itself into the General Council of

Burmese Associations , the G.C.B.A., which could be the alliance ‘of
ail organizations, parties, and individuals ih the common nationwlié£' 
cause, It was the first united political front in Burme. U Chit Hlaing .
was elected President of the new Council and U Ba Pe was Vlce—Pre81dentﬁ
This action was most opportune, because as part of the protest agalnst
the exclusion of Burma from the reforms a nat10na11st movement called

the _Fﬁgthanu movement had suddenly appeared.




In the wake ofﬂihe Wuﬁthanﬁ movement came the great
university stfike of:Décember, 1920, This was the firat open challenge
made by nationalism to British rule in Burma. ' The University
.College, Rangoon had been a college affiliated to’the University of
Calcutta since 1880, but now it-waé to become the fifst University
for Burma. The University of Rangoon Act‘gave entiré control t0n£he
government, and there was to bé no autonomy for the university. Before
Rangoon, the Brifish government, when estahlishing.universities in |
India, had followed the tradition of academic freedom and autonomy
of British uﬁiveraities, and naturally the new University Aet was
téken by the Burmese as yet another repressive measure '. ( Dr. ﬁtin

Aung's The Stricken Peacock — Pp. 102-3 ) On August 1, 1920;

a mass meeting was convened in Rangoon under the sponsorship of the
’ |

Y.M.B.A. Burmese objections to the proposed University Act, ulréady %
approved in New Delhi and London, were set out in a series of résoluf
tions, Why, it was asked, was the act being pushed through the legie-
lative council with such undue haste, without any effort to consult
Burmese opinion ? The meeting cited a deprecatory remark by Governor
Craddock to the effect that Burma had too few university graduates
for iﬁsto be able to govern itself and it asked whether the call by

Mark Hunter, Principal of Rangoon University College, for higher
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sthndards.and a residential university, wére not deliberately
calcnldﬁed’to keeb that number lﬁw. Another resolution céﬁplained
that Buwrmese representation on the controlling bodiesaz five members
only in a council of forty-six and two in a #ouncil of twenty-four )
was far %oo meagre to feflect the wishes of-the people. The idea of

a probaﬁionary year was roundly denounced j; and so w;é the resolutiéh
" vhich favoured f@ising the High School reqnirements,-egpecially in
English, making 211 who passed from High School eligible to enter -

-the University.

. The Uﬁivérsity Act was nevertheless duly passed by the'm
Legislgti;é Council on Augusﬁ 28, 1920. Governor Graddock,vthéai
Ch#ncellor, was.;chéduled to preside over the for@al oﬁening of the
universi£y in ﬁedembe?..Thus began & controversy 6fjéxpreme politica}

significance. The students of the newly established university !ggp' .

on strike, and very soon almost all the schools throughout the countfy,z
were onﬁétrike. The peoﬁle, taking the strike #s ﬁhe focal point of -
their dihsatisf&ction wiﬁh the British government, gave full support
to the undergraduates and the school boys. As the strike dragged on.

the nationalist leaders organised the Council of National Education,

and all the Y.M.B.A, schools voluntarily came under its jurisdictiom, -
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calling themselves National Schools. Eventually, the strike was

called off. It was a great victory for the people, and the strike was

to have repercussions right up to the re-gaining of independence

in 1948,
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List of titles selected from the Burma Catalogue 1914-1920.
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War (Part III)
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( N.B. No trace of Part I & II in the Burma Catalogue
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the countries now

at War
Japan(Illustrated) 5,000

The Germarn Empire 2,000

The Great War in "
Europe (1)

The Great European 1,000
War (1)

The Great War in 2,000
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Rangoon

Rangoon
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Rangoon |

Rangoon
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AUTHOR

U Ba Pe
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Maung Gyi

U Ba Pe
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U Po Latt

Maung Khin
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The Great Eufopean 500
War (III)
Men in Japan 5,000
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The preservation of 1,000
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The United States 2,000
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A short account of 500
the Government of

Burma
Municipalism 1,000
Trade & Communica- 1,000
tions of the
British Bmpire
2nd Ed. July '20 1,000
3rd Ed., Deec 120 2,000
Advantages of the 3,000

Burma Deputation
to England
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OR PLACE

12 as Sun Press
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Burma
Association

YDMQB‘AI

Maung Khin
Maung and
Maung Ba U

Mr. Maung
Hmaing

U Ba Galay

TITLE NG.OF

CPPI1ES

Burma,the Cinder- 3,000
ella of the
Indian Fmpire

Plea for the in- "
clusion of Burma

in the Government

of India Bill

Municipalism 2,000
(Part II)

Daung Tika 2,000

A collection of 3,000

songs written in
memory of late

U Tun Shein,

a member of the
Burmese Deputation
to England in con-
nection with
Burma Reforms

46

PAGES PRICE PUBLISHER

OR PLACE
32 Free Mandalay
- " "
- 8 as "
270 Rs.2 Sun Press
29 &8 as Rangoon

U Ottama had visited Japan in 1912 and in the same year

o
he wrote Women in Japan . It is onlxkpamphlet, but it is significant

a8 the first known factual book about the outside world in Burmese

literature. He followed this with his Japan and Men in Japan evidently

wishing to make Burmans aware of the state of affairs in the most

progressive Asian country of the time. These books were published
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not long after the defeat of Russia in 1904, by Japan. While the
Burmese were rejoicing in the success and achievements of a fellow
Asian country, it was certainly the most appropriate time to encour-

age and to stir up nationalism in the hearts of our country men.

When World War I broke out, U Hla Pe of the Sun Daily,

wrote a book called A brief account of the countries now at War .,

For the Burmese isolated from the outside world, this book must have
thrown some light on current international affairs and general know-

ledge of some other countries, involved in the war,

In the next years there followed several more books on the

subject of the Great War.

In 1915, the Sun Press published Wunthanu Yekkhite Kyam

(adapted meaning &~ nation, nationalist + to guard, proteect +
book, article) writtenm by U Khin Maung Gyi . Ome can imagine the

substance of the book from its title. In 1917, the Sun Press published

a book called The United States of America. The U.3.A. had established.
itself as one of the great powers in the world and the book must have
contributed some sort of encouragement, at least indirectly, to the

nationalists.




Up to now I cannot claim that the books I have mentioned
can be classed as political literature of international relevanée.
But these writings were the first of their kind, in the Burmese
literary world. They were concerned with political and international

affairs, and doubtless they were a new kind of literature for the

Burmese public.

In 1919, a new kind of factual literature, not particularly

political was made available to the public. A book called Municipalism

Part I, was compiled and tramslated into Burmese by U Khin Maung and
U Ba U. This book and its subject, local government and municipality
must have provided a great deal of information for the people of the
day as well as for the following genmeration. This knowledge undoubted-
ly helped a great deal when the Burmese had a chance to administer

local government by themselves. Volume II of this book was published

in 1922,

In 1920, a book called Trade and Communications of the

.

British Bampire was compiled and written by U Min Han. It seems that

the public took an interest not only in polities, but also in the
country's economy because within six months, 1000 copies of the second

edition appeared at the same prise and it was sold out.
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In the same year the Y.M.B. A. published a booklef'culled

Advantages of the Burma Deputat1on to England . Another booklet thh~

the romantlc tltle Burma, the Cinderelle of the. Indlan Dmplre wes

‘also publlshed by the People of Burma Association . As there is no

price ind1cated both these pub11catlons wvere probably dlstrlbuted ‘

free of charge.

3. Saya Lun's writings

By 1911 Saya Lun had already established himself as a
playwright. Compared to his Tikas , the plays can be described as
light literature. But , through §riting'these pmall frivqlpua pieées;?f

he learned the method of presentation which was especially popular

with the Burmese reading public of that time s rhyming prose style . -
He was an. acknowledged master of this style, and it brought his work =

tremendous sSuccess.

The early years of this century cen omly be described- as

the most depress;ng period for Burmese Natxona11sm. After the collapse5

of the Konbaugg;nynasty there were no revolts or disturbances on &

natlonal scale, but there* were some sporadie uprisings and 1nsurrectio
Ten years or 80 later, because of the incomparable strength of the :

ruling fore1gners, these uprisings and insurrections died down. It waf
-~ & choice between surrender and total destructibn. With no heroeg,: 

no leaders for the cause, the spirit of Burmese nationalism faltereéd
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in the face of growing foreign domination.

The deecline of indigenous Burmeée cult