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ABSTRACT

The present thesis consists of two parts: an introduction and an 

edition of Ibn Sahl's Diwan. The introduction is divided into four 

chapters and a bibliography. The first chapter surveys the historical and 

political events in Spain and North Africa since the last decade of the 6th 

Century A. H. to the middle of the 7th. The second is a chapter on the 

poet himself, dealing with his youth, education, whereabouts, faith and 

death. The poet's religion and death have given rise to many contradic­

tory accounts and verdicts by various historians; hence a thorough inclusive 

examination of a ll available material relating to both matters is undertaken 

and sound judgements are made. Literary activities in towns where the 

poet has been to are outlined to give a clear picture cf the whole environ­

ment in which the poet has lived and by which he is influenced. The 

third chapter of the introduction is a critical appreciation of the poet's 

poetry, M u w a s h s h a fc a n d  prose with emphasis on his own characteristic 

poetic tendencies as well as the general trends of the literature before and 

during his lifetime. The fourth is devoted to the description of the extant 

copies of Ibn Sahl's Diwan and a brief account of the methods adopted in 

producing the present edition.

The second part is an Arabic text which is the Diwan itself. It is
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based on the most ancient copies of the Diwan and on other works 

printed or in hand so as to produce an adequate text adopting the 

most acceptable readings throughout the whole text with comments 

and other various readings included in the footnotes.
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CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

By the beginning of the 7th Century A. H. (13th A. D .) , Almohad 

Empire, which dominated North Africa and Muslim Spain for over a century, 

began to pass a period of unstability and decline. Internal uprisings in 

North Africa and Spain along with the Spanish Christian "Reconquista" 

decided the fate of the Almohads and their Empire.

The last major victory which the Almohads achieved in Spain over 

the Christians was in Sha'ban 591 A. H. (July 1195 A.D,)^ This decisive 

battle, which was called al-Arak (Alarcos), enabled the Almohads to restore 

their political and military prestige in the Peninsula though only for a period 

of less than two decades.

1. The Almohad army under the leadership of the Caliph al-Mansur 
included Berbers, Muslim Spaniards and Arab tribes from North 
Africa. Alfonso V III King of Castile led the Christian army in 
Alarcos, but Alfonso IX King of Leon was on bad terms with the 
Castilian King and therefore he did not back the Christians in 
their battle. In 592 A. H, (1196 A. D .) Alfonso IX , however, sought 
al-Mansur*s aid to invade the Kingdom of Castile; such an aid 
enabled him to enter Castilian territories and to go as far afield as 
Cary on.

ai-Marrakushi, q l-M uf jib F i Talkhi§ Akhbar al-Maghrib, pp. 159-60.
Ibn Abf Zar‘ , q |-rAms al-MutrilT&f RawQ ol-Q irtas, pp. 165-67.
Ibn Khaldun, al -* Ibar wa Ptwan al -Mubtqda* wa al-Khobar/  V I, 
p .245*
Ibn * Idhar?, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, I I I ,  pp. 193-96.
H. Miranda, Las Grandas Batallas de la Reconquista, pp. 137-69.



After al-Arak, a!-Mansur successfully pursued his military operations 

in Castilian territories but did not enter Toledo or stay in conquered areas.

Had he done so, the history of Muslim Spain would have been changed. It 

seems that his operations were intended merely to demonstrate his strength 

and to cast terror in the hearts of his enemies.

Before returning to his capital, Marrakush, in 594 A .H . , a l-  

Mansur reorganised his administration in Spain and signed a peace treaty 

with Castile for ten years. ^

Al-Mansur who was one of the great Muslim leaders and statesmen, 

did not live long after his return to the Capital; he died in 595 A. H. (1199 

A. D .). His successor to the throne was his 17 years old son Muhammad a l-  

Nasir.

The new young and inexperienced Caliph inherited an Empire

2
including Tripoli, North Africa, and Muslim Spain.

1. al-MarrakushT, a l-M u( jib Fi Talkhis Akhbar al-Maghrib, p. 160.

Ibn Khaldun, a l -4 Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V I, p .245. 

Ibn * Idhari, af-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p.204«

2. al-Man,sur himself hesitated to appoint his son Mufiammad but a l-
Mansur's chief council insisted on appointing him. Then al-Mansur 
appealed to his advisors to do their best in helping his inexperienced 
heir in all affairs.

Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  pp.206-9.
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Al-Nasir had to face the alarming revolt by Yahya b. Ghaniya

whose authority extended from Tri poli to include greater Tunisia (except

Tunis and the northern coc:*). In the meantime, Ibn Gh'iniya depended

on his access to Majorca in receiving reinforcements and aid by sea.  ̂ A l-

Nasir was advised, in order to tighten the circle around Ibn Ghaniya to

invade Majorca and to cut off all the letter's ties with the sea. Majorca

2
itself was invaded and seized in 600 A. H0 (1203 A. D .) , but Ibn Ghaniya

3succeeded in entering Tunis in the same year.

In 601 A. H. al-Nasir sent an army along with a fleet to put an 

end to Ibn Ghaniya and his activities. The latter, learning of this total 

invasion, left Tunis to prepare for an active resistence. However, Ibn

-  . 4 -Ghaniya was defeated in 602 A. H. at Tajra near Gabis. Abu Muhammad 

‘ Abd al-Wafc»id b. Abu Ijafs, the Almohad general and hero of the Tajra 

battle, was appointed viceroy of Ifriqiya (greater Tunisia) to deal with any 

new disturbances by Ibn Ghaniya who would not give up his ambition. In

1. Ibn Ghaniya was a descendant of Banu Ghaniya who were Moravids.
Majorca and twin sisters Minorca and Ibiza remained their last strong­
hold after being overcome by the Almohads in Spain and North Africa.
Ibn Ghaniya was an ally of both Aragon and Barcelona whose Kings 
encouraged such a revolt to keep the Almohads busy in their homeland 
so that Spain might be recovered once more by Christendom.

2. Ibn Abi Zar*, a l -?Anis al-Mutrib bl Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 170.
Ibn Khaldun, a l - ( Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V I,  p .247.

3. a l-T ijan i, Rihlat a l-T ijan i, pp.354-56,

Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada? wa al-Khabar, V I, pp. 195,248.

4. a l-T ijan i, Rihlat a l-T ijan i, pp.357-58.



603 A. H . , Ibn Ghaniya emerged once more and began his adventures through­

out Tunisia, but Ibn Abu Hats defeated him again in Rabi4 1,604 A. H.

(October 1207 A, D .)«^

After being defeated, Ibn Ghaniya concentrated his attacks and 

adventures around Sijilmcsa and succeeded in defeating a small Almohad 

army under the leadership of Sijilmasa's governor in 605A .H . (1209 A. D .).

This victory opened the road for Ibn Ghaniya to enter Tahert and to continue

2
his plunder around Tiemcen. Another Almohad army was sent under Ibn 

Yujan to crush ibn Ghaniya; but the latter withdrew towards Tripolitania.

Ibn AbUHafs of Tunisia led an army which defeated Ibn Ghaniya in 606 A. H.

3near Nafusa in Tripolitania.

Ibn Ghaniya's revolt succeeded in preventing a i -Na sir from fulfilling 

his responsibilities in Spain. Alfonso V III of Castile and Pedro II of Aragon 

watched closely the events in North Africa and decided to take advantage

4of the situation by launching campaigns against Almohads in Spain.

1. Ibn Khaldun, a! Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V I ,  pp. 196^278

2. Ib id ., V I ,  pp.lT9T~2787 *

Ibn Udhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  pp.229-30.

3. Ib id ., I l l ,  pp.231-2.
Ibn Khaldun, a l -4 Ibar v/a Diwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V I ,  pp.249,278
A. Bel, Les Benou Ghahya, pp. 148-9.

4. In 606 A. H» (1209 A. D .) Alfonso V III marched against Jayyan(Ja6n)
and Bayyasa destroying crops and plundering around both towns. In the 
following year, he repeated the same sort of destructive operations and 
went as far afield as Murcia, In 607 A. H . , Pedro II, being provoked by =



News of these raids and the incapability of the Almohad small 

units to check the invaders urged al-Nasir to take action. In Dhu a l-  

M ia  607 (May 1211 A. D .) he crossed to Spain with a great army. In 

Seville, he made his final preparations and from there he launched his first 

campaign against Shalbatra (Salvatierra) which fell a few months later in 

Rab7‘ 1,608 A. H. (August 1211 A .D . ) .1

Alfonso V III of Castile began his own preparations* He first requested 

the Pope to appeal to all Christians to join the Holy War. Volunteers from 

Southern France and Europe arrived in Toledo to join the great army of 

Crusaders, including units led by clergymen and barons. Alfonso marched 

from Toledo southwards and two Muslim fortresses, Rabah and Malagon, 

fell to him in Muharram 609 A, H. (June -  July 1212 A. D, ) 7

Both armies finally clashed at the heights of a l - 4 Iqab (Las Navas de 

Tolosa) in Safar 609 A .H , (July 1212 A. D .) . A l-N asir, confident of an

= an attack launched by Almohad ships against Catalonia, went south­
ward to Valencia where he avenged and destroyed properties of its 
populace.
Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .234.

1. Ibn 4 idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, i l l ,  p .238.
al-HimyarT, al-Rawd a j-M i4tar, p .110.
al -MarrakushT, a l-M u4 jib FT TalkhTs Akhbar al-Maghrib, p. 319.

2. Ib id ., p .321.

J. Aschbach, Tarfkh al-Andalus Fi 4 Ahd al-Murabitin wa al-Muwabbdin, 
pp. 361-2.

H. Miranda, Las Grandes BatQllas de la Reconquista, pp. 242-5.
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overwhelming victory, began to see his dreams shattered and by mid-day 

a great number of his soldiers met their deaths on the battlefield* He 

himself had to flee when his enemies were about to reach his own w ell- 

guarded tent J

This decisive battle was a beginning of the end for Almohad military

and political supremacy in Spain, and indeed in North Africa itself. A l-

Nasir spent a few months in Seville and later crossed to North Africa where

he spent the last few months of his life leading a life of drinking and enjoy-

2
ment until his death in Sha‘ ban 610 A. HT (November 1213 A. D .)

1. The failure of the Almohads in this battle was due to the bad advice 
of al-Nasir's vizier Ibn Jami‘ . Al-Nasir himself was determined to■ V
attack Castile in the previous year when the morale of his troops was 
very high, but Ibn Jami‘ insisted on seizing fortresses and on waiting 
for the enemy to come. The Almohad troops grew exhausted because of 
the severe winter and the decrease in provisions, in addition to their 
dissatisfaction with their unpaid salaries. The Muslim Spaniards, who 
had long experienced the tactics of Spanish wars, were badly treated by 
Ibn Jcimi‘ who put their favourite general Ibn Qadis to sword. First, 
they idly stood by and later they were the first ones to escape the battle­
field and left their brethren in complete confusion.
al-Marrakushi, a l-M u f jib Fi Talkhis Akhbar al-Maghrib, pp. 321-2.

Ib n ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mug.h.rib, il l ,  pp.240-2.

Ibn Khaldun, a l- ‘ ibar wa Diwan al-M u^ada* wa al-Khabar, V I,  
pp.248-9.

2. al-Marrakushi, a l-M u ‘ jib Fi Talkhis Akhbar al-Maghrib, p .322.

Ib n ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, I I I ,  p .244,
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His 16 years old son Abu Ya<qub Yusuf succeeded him to the

Caliphate. The young Caliph, known as al-Mustan§ir, gave way to

Almohad seniors and allowed them to share his responsibilities. He received

a Castilian envoy in 612 A* H. (1215 A. D .) and agreed to sign a peace

treaty.  ̂ This treaty, which was renewed in 618 A. H. , did not end

hostilities with other Christian kingdoms in the Iberian Peninsula. In 614

A .H . (1217 A. D ,) , Portugal, with aid from a German fleet on its way

with Crusaders to the Middle East, captured the important fortress of Abu

2Danis (Alc6cer de Sal). Alfonso IX of Le6n besieged the fortress of C6ceres 

in 616 A. H. and again in 620 A. H. (1223 A. D„) but he could not seize 

it until 622 A .H . (1225 A. D .)3

Al-Mustansir, who was 24 years old, died in 620 A, H* (1224 A. D .) 

Historians like Ibn Abi Zar‘ , Ibn * Idhari and ibn Khaldun did not think highly

1. Ib id ., I I I ,  p .246.

Alfonsc V III of Castile died in October, 1214 A. D .; his 11 years old 
son Henry succeeded him under the regency of his mother Eleanor 
who died a few months later. The new regent was Henry's sister Donya 
Preng4la, an ex-wife of King Alfonso IX of Le6n. Young Henry died 
in June 1217 A. D. and his sister declared herself monarch of Castile. 
She abdicated in favour of her 12 years old son Fernando whose father 
was Alfonso IX of Le6n.
M . Lafuente, Historia General de Espana, I I I ,  pp.380-1.

2. al-Him yari, al-Rawcf a l-M ^ ta r , p. 162.
Ibn AbT Z ar*, a l - TAnTs al-M utrib bi Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 178.

3. M , A . 6 Inan, t Asr al-Murabitin wa ai-Muwahh*din FT al-Maghrib
wa al-Andalus, Part 11, ppT34fl-l .
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of him. His orders were never carried out for his weakness, undecisiveness;

he never left the capital for being too busy with his joyful private life,

1and that he depended on unqualified people in running the State*

When al-Mustansir died he left no successor of his to take over, so • 1

Almohad seniors led by Ibn Jami‘ the chief minister selected Abu

Muhammad ‘ Abd al-Wahid b. Yusuf b. ‘ Abd a i-M u’ min to be their new • •

Caliph. ‘ Abd al-Wahid was not enthusiastic about his new post, but

2accepted simply because the Almohad seniors insisted* The appointment of

‘ Abd al-Wahid was unanimously accepted by all Almohads in North Africa

but rivals from his house in Spain stood firm against him and refused to

express their allegiance. First was his nephew Abu Muhammad ‘ Abd Allah
*

b. Ya‘ qub al-Mansur, governor of Murcia, who pronounced himself Caliph 

with the tit le a l - ‘ Adi I in Safar 621 A, H, (March 1224 A, D .). A I- ‘ Adil 

received pledges of allegiance from Almohad governors in Spain, from his

1. Ibn Abi Zar‘ , al-Anis al-Mutrib bi Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 178.

Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, ill, p,247.

Ibn Khaldun, a l - ‘ Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V II ,  p. 169.

2* ‘ Abd al-Wahid, the new Caliph, took up no honorary title like his
predecessors, but later he was nicknamed al-M akhlu‘ (the Ousted) 
after he had been forced to abdicate in Sha‘ ban 621 A, H. (August,
1224 A, D .).

Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p,247,

Ibn Khaldcrn, a l - ‘ Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada? wa al-Khabar, V I,
pp.251-2.



brother Abu al~‘ Ala* (or a l- ‘ Ula ) Idris of Cordova, Abu al-i^asan of

Granada and Abu Musa of Malaga. The governor of Jayyan (Ja6n),

Abu Muhammad ‘ AbdAllah b. Abu ‘ Abd Allah b. Yusuf b. ‘ Abd al-M u’ min,

sent his pledge, then broke it and declared himself Caliph with the title

a i-Z a fir .  ̂ Abu Zayd b. Abu ‘ Abd Allah, a brother of Jayyan's governor,

who was in charge of Valencia, Daniya (Denia) and Shatiba (Jativa), refused

to recognise a l- ‘ Adil.

After establishing his authority over most of Muslim Spain, al—f Adi I

sent to Almohad dignitaries in Morocco seeking their support and urging them

to dethrone the already appointed Caliph, Tempted by a l- ‘ Adil's promises,

the Almohads in Marrakush responded favourably and Caliph ‘ Abd al-Wa|?id

was forced to abdicate in Sha‘ ban 621 A. H. A few days laterthe ousted

2
Caliph was murdered in his palace by an Almohad band.

New developments in Spain alarmed a l- ‘ Adil; al-Bayyasi, already 

established in Bayyasa, became an ally of Fernando III of Castile and his 

chances to dominate the situation began to be a serious threat. A I- ‘ Adil 

sent an army under the leadership of his brother Abu al«*‘ A la ’ Idris to crush

1. Ibn ‘ Idhari reports that Abu Muhammad ‘ Abd Allah (al-£5fir) was 
governor of Seville.

Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .248.

Al-2[afir moved to Bayyasa (Baeza) and made it his Capital; hence 
he was nicknamed al-Bayyasi.

2. Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, 111, p .247.



al-Bayyasi in 621 A. H . , but his army was caught by severe winter and

came back without achieving their aim. Another army, led by Abu Sa4 id

b. Abu Hafs was sent against al-Bayyasi but retreated from Bayyasa

without success.  ̂ Al-Bayyasi established his authority in Bayyasa and

2brought Cordova under his control.

A l - 4 Ad?I suffered another blow when a small army from Le6n crossed

Sierra Morena and headed to Seville; he was defeated near Talyata (Tejada)

in Jumad 1̂  622 A. H. (May 1224 A. D. )^. Finding himself in such difficult

circumstances, a l - ‘ Adil left his brother Abu a l -4 Ala* in charge of Spain and

4
crossed into North Africa in Dhu a l-G i4da 622 A. H.

Al-Bayyasi and his ally Fernando HI went out together raiding a l-  

* Adil *s territories. In September 1224, Fernando entered G ijata (Guesada) 

putting most of its population to death or captivity. A month later, in 

October, Fernando and al-BayyasT marched towards Jayyan where its popula­

tion suffered heavily in lives and property; both leaders went back with

1. al-IJimyari, al-Rawd a l-M i‘ tar, p .58.

2. al-Himyari reports that al-Bayyasi captured Malaga as well,
whilst Ibn 4 Idhari says that a l -4 Adil himself appointed al-Bayyasi 
to the governorship of Cordova when the latter was still recognising 
a l - 4Adii*s authority.

al-ftim yari, al-Rawd a l-M i4tar, p .58.

Ibn 4 Idhan, ai-Eaydn al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .249.

3. al-Flimyari, al-Rawd a l»M i4tar, pp. 128-29.

4. Ibn Khaldun, a ) - ‘ Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V I, p .2



booty and captives.^ The same sort of raids were repeated in the following 

year; Fernando was eager this time to enter Jayyan itself which was well 

defended and could resist Fernando's severe attacks. He withdrew, taking

2  - Twith him two thousand prisoners. With al-Bayyasi's help, Fernando

-  -  3captured Alcaudete, Priego, Losha and al-Hama. He besieged Granada
•

4and defeated the Almohad army near Seville, Fernando's victorious

campaigns gave al-Bayyasi an upper hand in most territories between Cordova

and Seville, and in return al-Bayyasi gave up some fortresses acquired by

Fernando as a fulfilment of their previous agreement.

Al-Bayyasi himself, whose authority extended to Cordova, felt inclined

to seize Seville and to overthrow its Almohad government in order to dominate

Spain. He arrived near Seville in Safar 623 A. H. (February 1226 A. D .)

5but he was defeated and his troops suffered heavily. Al-Bayyasi returned to 

Cordova whose people, afraid lest they be betrayed by al-Bayyasi and their 

city handed over to Fernando, rebelled. Al-Bayyasi escaped to a castle out- 

side Cordova but an angry crowd forced their way in and put him to death.

1. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, HI, p .252.

2. M .A . 41 nan, 4 Asr al-Murabitln wa al-Muwahhidin, Part II, p,358.* « •   > *  9 9 1

3. Ib id ., Part II, p .359.

4. He left Granada when its dignitaries offered thirteen hundred

Christian war prisoners as price for his departure, 

aUHimyari, al-Rawd a l-M i4 tar, pp.61, 165, 174.

5. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p. 250.

6. Ib id ., I l l ,  p .252.
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His head was sent tc Abu I - 4 A! a’ in Seville from where it was forwarded 

to Marrakush. As a reward Abu I - 4 Ala* was appointed to the governor­

ship of Cordova in addition to his previous post. ^

Al-Bayyasi's assassination left Fernando to carry out his plans 

alone. In June 1226, he besieged Capilla fortress; his severe attacks forced

its population to negotiate their surrender and in August the castle was 

2 -  -
evacuated. Bayyasa, once al-Bayyasi's capital, had to meet its sad fate; 

its people bravely defended their city. They appealed to Ibn Abu Hafs of 

Jayyan, who rushed to their aid but only for a few days. Finding themselves

helplessly fighting a losing battle, they decided to evacuate their city

-  3
and Fernando entered it in Dhu al-H^jja 623 A .H , (December 1226 A. D .)

A year later, Fernando captured Shawdhar (Jodar) South of Jayyan and a

few other castles near by. Realising Fernando's dangerous operations, Abu

a l - 4 Ala* of Seville tried to prevent such expansion but was unable to do so.

He finally sent to Fernando seeking a peace treaty which was achieved;

its terms were for a year only, and stipulated that Abu a l -4 Ala* should pay

— 4three thousand Maravedis.

A I - 4Adil's nightmare was not yet over, for his brother Abu a l-^A Ia ’ ,

1. Ib id ., I I I ,  p .252.

2. M .A . 4 Inan, 4Asr al-Murabitin wa al-Muwahhidin, Part II, p .362.
it *  i  *  '  '  *

3. al-Him yari, al-Rawd a !-M i4tar, pp.58-59.

4. J. Gonzalez, Las Conquistas de Fernando ill en Andalucia, p .59.
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who was his right hand, decided to seize the Caliphate. In Shawwal 624

A .H .,  Abu a l^ A la * declared himself Caliph with the title  a l-M a ’mun.

Senior Almohads in Spain acknowledged a l-M a?mun's sovereignty and

Valencia, Ceuta and Tangier followed suit.  ̂ To take over North Africa

as w ell, a l-M a ’ mun approached Almohad chiefs in Marrakush to overthrow

2his brother and to recognise him as Caliph. The Almohad seniors in 

Marrakush asked a l -4 Adil to abdicate in favour of his brother al-Ma*mun, 

but when he refused he was assassinated in Shawwal 624 A. H, (August 1226 

A. D .), Having done so, the Almohads sent their pledge to al-Ma*mun

but a few days later they changed their minds and chose a l-M a ’ mun's nephew

-  3
Yahya b. al-Nasir to be Caliph.

* *

A l-M a ’ mun was about to cross to North Africa when a new threat

to his authority occurred in Spain. Now, it was Ibn Hud who managed to

instigate a revolt and entered Murcia in Rajab 625 A. H . , after defeating

and arresting its Almohad governor. Abu Zayd of Valencia went out to

4challenge Ibn Hud but he was defeated as well.

1. Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .255.
■ imm — —

2. Ibn Abi Zar4, al-Anis al-Mutrib bf Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 183.* «_________ . * ■
al-HimyarT has another version; that a l-M a ‘) mun sent to a l - 4 Adil's 
former minister Ibn Yujan to instruct Haskura and al-Khult tribes to
continue their raids against Marrakush in order to weaken the regime 
and to bring it to its knees. 
al-Himyarf, al-Rawd a l-M i4ta r, p .69.

3. Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, HI, p .253.

4. Muhammad b. Yusuf b. Hud was a descendant of Banu Hud governors
of Saragossa during a l-l’awcT if period. This rebel gathered supporters,



A l-M a ’ mun marched against* ibn Hud and put him to flight near

1Murcia in late 625 A. H . , but could not capture Ibn Hud's capital. After 

this partial success, a l-M a ’ mun went back to Seville and approached 

Fernando 111 for the renewal of their treaty and to provide him with troops 

to cross with him to North Africa. Fernando agreed to both requests on 

certain conditions; these were that a l-M a ’ mun would give up ten fortresses 

to be chosen by Fernando and to build a church in Marrakush for his Christian 

troops; furthermore, if any Christian embraced Islam he would be handed

over to his fellow Christians, but if a Moslem confessed Christianity he would

2be entitled to do so.

Soon after a l-M a ’ mun’ s departure to North Africa, the inhabitants 

of Seville sent to Ibn Hud in Dhu l-Hajja 626 A .H . acknowledging his authority 

and recognising the Abbassid Caliphate. Ibn Hud appointed his brother Abu 

al-N aja* Salim to Seville. Merida and Batalyaws followed the exampie of

-  the nucleus of which was a powerful outlaw band led by al-Ghashti.
They launched a series of attacks which led to the downfall oF  
Murcia in Ibn Hud's hands in Rajab 625 A .H . After having captured 
Murcia and defeated Abu Zayd, Ibn Hud went back to his capital, Murcia, 
to declare his acknowledgement of the Abbassid Caliphate and to 
adopt their black banners in Ramadan 625 A. H. Ibn Hud's authority was 
later on recognised in Shatiba (J6tiva), Jazirat Shuqr, Jayyan (Jfien), 
Cordova, Granada, Malaga and Almeria.
Ibn < Idhari, oI-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p. 270.
Ibn KhaldOn, a l - f Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 169. 

al-Him yarl, al-Rawd a l-M i‘ ta r, p .119.

1. Ibn Mdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, 111, p .258.

Ibn Khaldun, a l - ‘ Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 168.

2. Ibn‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .264.
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Seville* Ibn Hud began to pose as a national hero devoted to liberating

Spain from Almohad domination and to take up the struggle against the

Reconquest Campaigns.

Another rebel in the Peninsula was Ibn Mardanish, who was

stationed in Onda Castle when Abu Zayd of Valencia suffered a defeat in

625 A, H. in his campaign against Ibn Hud. Seeing their governor defeated,

the Valericians rebelled and selected Ibn Mardanish to take over the 

2government. Accepting the offer, Ibn Mardanish came to Valencia and 

declared himself Emir, in Rabi* 1,626 A. H. He followed Ibn Hud's 

example in recognising the*Abbassid Caliph and mentioning his name in the 

Friday Sermon.

1. Abu Jumayl Zayyan b. Abu l-Hamalat Mudafi* b. Yusuf b. Sa£d 
b. Mardanish al-Judhami (?), was a descendant of Banu Mardanish 
governors of Eastern Spain; Valencia, M u rc ia ... etc. They fought 
bravely against the Almohads but finally surrendered to the Ai.r.ohad 
Caliph Abu Ya'qub Yusuf in 567 A. H. (1171 A. D .) after their 
leader Muhammad b. Sa£d b. Mardanish died. Abu Ya'qub was kind 
to them and appointed some of them to high posts such as his appoint­
ment of Abu al-H ajja j Yusuf to the governorship of Valencia.
Ibn al-Khaji b, A*mal a l-A ' lam, p. 271.

2. Abu Zayd fled the city in Safar 626 A. H. and betook himself to Aragon 
seeking King Jaime's support to restore his lost territories. In 
exchange, Abu Zayd would give up one-fourth of territories he might 
capture. With Aragonese units Abu Zayd conducted his raids against 
Muslim territories but without much success. He lately confessed 
Christianity, changed his name to Vicente and spent the rest of his
life in Aragon.
Ibn Khaldun, a l-'lb a r wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , pp. 167-8. 
M .A , ' InaR, 'Asr al-Murabitin wa al-Muwahhidin, Part II, p .398.



A l-M a ’ mun himself defeated his nephew Yahya (al-Mu'tasim)

near Marrakush in Rabi' b627 A, H. (January 1229 A. D .) and entered

the Capital in triumph.^ He first killed a hundred chiefs in cold blood

for breaking their pledge to him, and then he declared the idea of al-Mahdi

false, omitted al-Mahdi *s name from every state function and denied him

2the traditional impeccability ( ' Isma).

Another breakaway from a l-M a ; mun's authority came this time 

from his brother Abu Musa, governor of Ceuta. Abu Musa declared himself 

Caliph in 629 A. H. and took up the title of a l-M u’ ayyad. Al-Ma*mun 

marched against his brother and besieged Ceuta for three months; but he

-  3had to go back with his troops to Marrakush which was taken by al-Mu'tasim.

On his way to Marrakush al-M a* mun died in Dhual-Hajja 629 A f H, 

Keeping his death secret, al-Ma'mun's wife skillfully, with the help of the 

generals, managed to have her son Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Wahid declared

1. Ibn 'Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .275.

Ibn Khaldun, a l-'lb a r wa DTwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khbar, V I, p .253.

2. Ibn ' Idhari cites a l-M a ’ mun’s message to his subjects enlightening 
them about these matters.
Ibn 'Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, HI, pp.267-8

Ibn AbT Z a r ', al~> AnTs al-Mutrib bi Raw l̂ al-Q irtas, pp. 184-5.

3. Abu Musa sent to Ibn Hud seeking his aid and recognising his authority. 
Ibn Hud responded to the appeal and appointed Abu Musa to Almaria 
while al-Ghashati was appointed to Ceuta by Ibn Hud.
Ibn * Idhart, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, HI, pp .276, 281.

Ibn ?Abi Z a r ', a l-* AnTs al-Mutrib bl Raw$l al-Q irtas, p. 186.
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the new Caliph. Al-Rashid, the new Caliph, advanced towards

Marrakush to fight a l-M u ‘ tasim. The latter was defeated and al-Rashid

entered Marrakush in triumph. The generals, who were promised the

looting of Marrakush, were satisfied with the large sums of money offered

to them instead of the promised free hand in the city, ^

Before continuing with al-Rashid's reign, I would turn to events

in another part of the Almohad Empire, i .e . Tunisia where the Hafsids

established their authority, Tunisia was a part of the Almohad Empire but

in 626 A. H . , when a l-M a ’ mun entered Marrakush, the governor of Tunisia

Abu Muhammad ‘ Abd Allah b. ‘ Abd al-Wafciid b. Abu Hafs refused to convey

2
his pledge to a l-M a ’ mun. Irritated by Abu Muhammad*s action, a l-M a ’ mun 

approached Abu Zakariy)6 Yahya who was then governor of Qabis and brother 

of Abu Muhammad, A l-M a ’ mun appointed Abu Zakariy)£s governor of all

] .  Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.281-285.

Ibn * Abi Zar‘ , a l -?Anis al-Mutrib bi Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 187.
Al Mu‘ ta§im continued his raids and succeeded in entering Marrakush once 
more in 632 A .H . while al-RashTd was in Sijilmasa. Rushing back to his
capital, a|-RashTd defeated a i-M u ‘ tasim and saved the capital. A l-  
M u‘ tasim was finally killed by his troops in 633 A .H .
Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, I I I ,  pp .318-324.
Ibn Kfiafldun,'a l - ‘ Ibar wa Dlwffn al-MubtadaJ wa al-Khabar, V I, p .255.

2. The liafsid governor was a grandson of Abu Hafs ‘ Umar b. Yahya a l-
Hantati who was one of the so-called ten companions of al-AAahdi. Abu 
Hafs played a great role in passing the succession of authority to ‘ Abd 
a l-M ^ m in  the founder of the Almohad dynasty after al-Mahdi's death.
Abu Hafs, and after him his son ‘ Abd al-Wahid, were the most senior * *
advisors to the Almohad Caliphs. The State owed them the great efforts 
they displayed in crushing all uprisings against the Almohad Caliphate; the 
most seri ous of al I was the revolt of Banu Ghaniya.
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Tunisia.

In early 627 A. H . , Abu Zakariy& severed all ties with the Almohad

•2Caliphate and took up the title of Emir, In 628 A, H . , the Hafsid prince 

captured Constantine and Bijaya and posed as the supreme political figure 

of all Ifriqiyya (Tunisia and the eastern part of Algeria). This ambitious 

and capable prince became a real threat to the Almohad dynasty. Pledges 

of allegiance poured into his court from Ibn Mardanish of Valencia in

1. Al-Zarkashi, (Tarikh al-Dawlatayn, p .23) says that the event took place 
in 625 A. H. This- statement cannot be true for a I-M a , mun entered 
Marrakush in 626 A. H. and this affair of pledge and dispute happened 
later.

Ibn ‘ Idhari, however, gives another account of the event; he says 
that AES Zakariyfe was the one who urged his brother to break away 
from a l-M a ’ mun but Abu Muhammad refused and sent Abu Zakariya to 
ja il, Abu Zakari^b managed to escape and set up his headquarters in 
Qabis. Contacting Almohad seniors in Tunis to overthrow his brother, 
the army responded to Abu Zakari^ 's call and revolted against Abu 
Muhammad who was leading them to Qayrawan and was put under arrest. 
Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bqyan a l-M ughrib, III, pp.274, 276.

2. Abu’ Zakari)^, however, did not claim the title of Caliph or the 
Prince of the Faithful. His successor al-Mustansir proclaimed 
the title of Amir a l-M u ’ minin in 650 A .H . , three years after his 
succession.

al-Zarkashi, Tarikh al-Dawlatayn, pp. 23, 33.

Ibn Qunfudh, al-Farisiyya Fi Mabadi’ al-Dawla al-Hafsiyya,

pp. 109, 117.
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1 -  2
636 A. H. , from Ibn al-Abmar and Ibn Khal as of Ceuta in 640 A. H.

In 643 A, H. pledges from Ceuta, Almeria, Jerez, Meknasa, Sijilmasa

3and from Seville were sent to Tunisia. Abu Zakariyjb is reported to have 

intended to seize Marrakush, the Almohad Capital itself. Only his 

death in 647 A. H. halted such ambition.

Seeing his Empire falling apart without being able to save it, the 

Almohad Caliph al-Rashid satisfied himself with nominal recognition and 

pledges sent to him from some parts in Spain and North Africa without being 

fussy about his real authority over them.

Another rebellion came this time in the form of a new dynasty which 

would eventually take over Marrakush itself; this dynasty was the Merinid 

(BaniT Marin) Kingdom.

Al-Rashid died in 640 A. H. and the Almohad seniors selected Abu 

al-Hasan < A li b. Abu a !- f A la *, a brother of al-Rashid as his successor. The 

new Caliph with the title al-Sa* id was a man of notable courage and deter­

mination. He pledged himself to the task of crushing all rebels and to 

restoring the glorious age of the Almohad Empire. In 642 A. H . , al-Sa‘ id 

entered Sijilmasa and put its rebellious leader Abu ( Abd Allah Zakariy)6 to

1. al-Zarkashi, Tarikh al-Dawlatayn, p .20.

Ib n ‘ ldhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib HI/ p .344.

2. Ib id ., I l l ,  pp.356, 359.

3. Ib id ., Il l ,  p .379.

Ibn Qunfudh, al-Farisiyya Fi Mabadi* al-Dawla al-Hafsiyya, p. 109.
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death.  ̂ In the same year he succeeded in defeating the Merinid army

-  . . 2  whose leader Abu M u‘ arrif b. ‘ Abd ai-Haq was killed in the battlefield.

The Merinids regrouped and attacked Meknes (Meknasa) fiercely; the

inhabitants of Meknes revolted, killed their Almohad governor and sent their

pledge of allegiance to the Hafsid prince in 643 A, H„ A l-  decided to

continue his hard-line policy towards the rebels; he defeated the Merinids
\

once more and compelled Arab tribes like the Sufyan to join his troops in

645 A. H. He prepared another campaign against the Merinids who feared him

and submitted to his w ill. He marched against Tlemcen (Tilmsan) and on his

way captured Meknes and Fez. Tlemcen was governed by Vaghmurasin b,

Zayyan on behalf of the Hafsids; but realizing the great danger awaiting him,

he fled the city and sent to al-Sa‘ id for forgiveness. This campaign, however,

did not fulfil its aims for ai-Sa* id was trapped in the mountains nearby and

3his life was put to an end in 646 A. H. This sudden death was tragically a 

great turn in the history of the Almohads after their camp was exposed to the 

enemy and the army went back to Marrakush in a very disorderly manner.

The Merinids under Abu Yahya b. { Abd aMHaq- felt free from the 

yoke imposed on them by a!-Saf id. They entered Taza in Rabi* f>646 A. H.

1. IbnM dhari, al-Bayan al-M ughrib, III, pp.363-4.

2. Ibn Khaldun, al~* Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V I I ,  p. 171.

3. Ib n ( ldhari, al-Bayan a I-AAughrib, III, pp.387-8.

Ibn Khaldun, a l - ‘ ibar wa Dlwan al-Mubtada' wa al-Khabar, V I ,  pp.58,
V II ,  p .82. —---------------------------------------------------------= -------
Anon.,al-Dhakhira al-Saniyya, p.7b.
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(July 1248 A, D ,) and in the following month they entered Fez.  ̂ In 647 ,

Yaghumrasin took the advice of the new Caliph al-Murtad* and attacked

"  “  2 
Taza hut Abu Yahya defeated him.

Encouraged by two Merinid leaders joining him, al-Murtada decided

to launch a campaign against Abu Yalpya. in 649, al-Murtada went out in a

great army and turned down an appeal by the Merinids for peace. His army,

however, had to retreat from Meknes in despair and disorder after a success-

3ful device applied by the Merinids. The Merinids continued their raids 

until they finally put an end to the Almohad dynasty in 668 A .H . (1296 A. D .) 

and became the dominant power in the whole of iNorth Africa, except for Tunisia

-  4which continued under the Hafsids and Tlemcen under Banu ‘  Abd al-Wad.

1. Ibn Mdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.392-3.

Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V I, p .252,
V I I , 174. — “ “
While Abu Yahya was busy with expanding his authority over the
surrounding areas, the inhabitants of Fez revolted against the Merinids
in 647 A. H. and expressed their allegiance to the Almohad Caliph 
al-Murtada, Abu Yahya went back to Fez and restored his authority in 
648 A. H , ^
Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada' wa al-Khabar, V II ,  pp. 174-5. 

Anon., Q1 -Dhakhira al-Saniyya, pp.81,82.

2. Ibn Khaldun, aM Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada' wa al-Khabar, V II,  p. 175.
Anon., al-Dhakhira aT-Saniyya, p .83.

3. Ibn Mdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.402-405.

Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada' wa al-Khabar, V I, p .258,
V H , p .!7 6 . -------------------------------------------------------------= —

4. |b id ., V I ,  p.265_, V I I ,  p. 182.
Anon., al-Dhakhira al-5aniyya, pp. 132-3.
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In the meantime events in Spain took place in a similar manner to 

those in North Africa; rivalry between the petty Muslim Kings among 

themselves on the one hand and the advance of the Reconquest on the 

other tore apart Muslim Spain.

We have already seen the progress made by Ibn Hud from his base 

at Murcia to other parts of Spain while Muslim cities continued to suffer 

the attacks of the Christian Campaigns. Merida surrendered to Alfonso IX 

in 627 A. H. , and so did Batalyaws after Ibn Hud had been defeated in an 

attempt to rescue it,^ In the same year, Fernando III of Castile marched 

against Jayyan (Ja6n) and besieged it but thanks to its suicidal resistance 

it was saved.

Alfonso of Le6n died on 24th September 1230 A. D. (14th Dhu

al-Hajja 627 A. H . ) and his son Fernando King of Castile became the

sovereign of both Castile and Le6n. Such a unity of the two Kingdoms under

2
one monarch gave birth to a new era of larger scale Reconquest operations.

In 630 A. H. Ibn Hud tried to check a Castilian expedition 

plundering and looting around Cordova and Seville, but he suffered a defeat 

near Sharish (Jerez de la Frontera). This expedition was purposely to divide 

Ibn Hud's territory into two, so that he would not be able to make use of

1. Ibn 1 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, I I I ,  p .270.

Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-M u^ada* wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 169.

2. J. Gonzalez, Las Conquistas de Fernando 111 en Andalucia, pp.62-63.



Algetiras and Gibralter which submitted to his rule in 629 A .H .

In the same year, i.e . 630 A. H. , Ubeda fell to Fernando and its

inhabitants expressed their readiness to evacuate the city provided that their

2own safety would be guaranteed. Finding himself in such an impossible

situation, Ibn Hud signed a peace treaty with Fernando and agreed to pay

as a price for peace a thousand dinars daily. Such a treaty enabled Ibn Hud

to face another situation created by the emergence of a new rival to him in

Muslim Spain. This new rival was Muhammad b. Yusuf known as Ibn a l-
•

Ahmar.^

1. M . A. ‘ Inan, (Asr al-Murabitin wa al-Muwahbadin, Part I I ,  p .401.

2. Ibn ( Idharl, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .288.

3. Ib id ., III ,  p .288.

Muhammad b. Yusuf was one of Banu Nasr masters of Arajona fortress« m t
(a county of Jayyan). Seeing the Almohad supremacy declining in 
Spain and the rise of Ibn Hud, Ibn ai-Ahmar felt it was high time for 
him to establish a kingdom of his own. He was first recognised in 
Arajona in 629 A .H . and he then entered Jayyan (Ja6n) in the 
following year. Basta (Baza) and Wadi ’ Ash (Guadix) followed 
suit. Ibn al-Ahmar recognised Abu Zakariyb of Tunisia in 629 A .H . 
and then turned to the ‘Abbasid al-Mustansir in 631 A .H . He 
later recognised the Almohad Caliph in 637 A .H . (Ibn Khaldun 
says that it was in 639.) Ibn Al-Ahmar, after al-Rashid's death in 
640 A .H . , recognised once more Abu Zakari^b the Hafsid.

IbnMdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.279, 355-6.

Ibn Khaldun, al-Mbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar,
IV , '£7170. ------------------------------------------------------------ = -----
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Ibn al-Ahmar, realising Ibn Hucf's strength and determination to

crush him, approached Abu Marwan al-Baji of Seville to set up an

alliance against Ibn Hud. This alliance resulted in the defeat of Ibn Hud

in 631 A, H. ,  ̂ but by achieving such a quick victory, Ibn al-Ahmar

intrigued against his ally who met his unfortunate death, and Ibn a l-

Ahmar became the supreme ruler of Seville.

The populace of Seville did not forgive Ibn al-Ahmar for his un-
♦

faithfulness and betrayal of their governor. They rebelled, drove Ibn a l-

Ahmar out of their town and called upon Ibn Hud to come back to their town

2with full recognition of his authority. Ibn i Idhari reports that the 

Cordovans who had submitted to Ibn al-Ahmar's authority, broke their

pledge to him after seeing what he had done with a l-B aji, and recognised

-  3 instead Ibn Hud.

After these hostilities, Ibn Hud and Ibn al-At>mar reached an

agreement among themselves in order to save their power for a common cause,

which was the defence of Muslim Spain. By this agreement of 631 A .H * ,

Ibn Hud became the supreme ruler over Spain and Ibn al-Ahmar was recognised

1. Ibn Abi Z ar*, a l - ’ Anis al-Mutrib bi Rawd al-Q irtas, p .200.' . ( « 1

2. Ibn M dhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p*322.

Ibn KhaldOn, al-Mbar wa Dtwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 170.

3. Ibn Mdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.279,322.

Ibn Khaldun, a l -4 Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 170.



as governor of Jayyan, Arajona and Barkona. ^

Another minor rival to Ibn Hud established himself in Labia; this 

time it was Labia's Judge Shu4ayb b. Muhammad b. Mahfuz. He

2
declared his independence in 632 A. H. and called himself a l-M u4tasim.

In an effort to bring down Ibn Mahfuz's rebellion, Ibn Hud besieged Labia

for some time but he could achieve nothing. He left Labia most likely

because of alarming news that Fernando III of Castile had marched southward

and exposed the area around Jayyan and Arajona. On his way back from

Labia, Ibn Hud met an envoy from Fernando and a new agreement was

reached. Ibn Hud would pay one hundred and thirty thousand dinars, give

up thirty fortresses to Fernando and peace would be maintained for three 

3years.

A year later, in 633 A .H . , this treaty was violated by Fernando 

when events brought him to attack Cordova. The whole affair was started 

with a minor adventure by a band of Castilian knights stationed in Andojar.

In Rabi4 I I 633 A .H . , this band attacked the eastern suburb of Cordova 

but because of the brave resistence of its inhabitants, the invaders could not

1. Ibn Khaldun, a l -4 Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada1 wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 170

Ibn Abl Zar4, a l- ’Anis al-Mutrib bi Rawd al-Q irtas, p. 200.• » * '

2. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III ,  p.322.

3. Ib id ., 111, p .322.
Ibn KhaidOn, a l -4 Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 171
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enter the suburb. They appealed to their co-religionists for help and 

reinforcements. The most important reply to their appeal was from 

Fernando who saw in the affair a most suitable chance to seize Cordova.

Despite warnings from his top advisors not to intervene nor to violate his 

treaty with Ibn Hud, Fernando decided to take action. On the other hand, 

Cordovans appealed for help especially from Ibn Hud who marched in a great 

army to rescue Cordova. Ibn Hud's army included two hundred Christian 

mercenaries. Ironically enough, Ibn Hud did not continue his advance; 

he halted near ’ Istujja, took no initiative in the war and eventually left 

Cordova to its fate. Arabic sources give no explanation for Ibn Hud’s 

sudden departure but Gonzalez says that one of Ibn Hud’s Christian 

mercenaries betrayed Ibn Hud by pretending to spy on Fernando's army.

This Christian sneaked to Fernando's camp and approached the King to 

forgive him for past errors, provided that he would betray Ibn Hud in return. 

Going back to Ibn Hud, he grossly overestimated Fernando's power and 

advised Ibn Hud not to risk any confrontation with Fernando.  ̂ In the mean­

time Fernando imposed a blockade around Cordova to prevent any aid or 

reinforcements from reaching the town. Battles continued but the besieged 

fighters felt that they were fighting a lost war and that the fate of their town

1. J. Gonzalez, Las Conquistas de Fernando III en Andalucia, p .78 and 
notes. M. A. 4 Inan says that ibn Hud received an urgent message 
from Ibn Mardanlsh of Valencia informing him that Jaime of Aragon 
was in action near Valencia and Ibn Hud's aid was essential to drive 
back Jaime before it was too late.
M . A. 4 Inan, 4Asr, al-Murabit in wa al-Muwahhidin Ft al -Maghrib wa 
al -Andqlus, P arfil, p .4*23̂ -----:------------------------ ------------------------------------



was inevitable. They offered their town in order to save their own lives

1
and Fernando entered Cordova in Shawwal 633 A .H . (June 1236 A. D .)

Ibn al-Ahmar was nearby and most likely played a great part in 

persuading the Cordovans to give up their town and to evacuate the great 

Islamic city in order to guarantee their safety. The fall of Cordova com­

pelled the neighbouring towns and fortresses to recognise Fernanda's authority 

and to pay him tributes.

No information is available about Ibn Hud's activitie since he 

left Cordova in 633 A .H . until his death in 635 A .H . He died in Almeria 

and no sufficient reason was given for his presence in Almeria. This city, 

however, was ruled by Ibn al-Ramimi on Ibn Hud's behalf. Was ibn Hud's 

presence in Almeria due, as M . A, 4 Inan suggests, to securing his supremacy

2 *7 Tin the South? or was it, as Scott says, to punish Ibn al-Ramimi for his

3secret contact with Ibn al-Abmar? Whatever the reason was, we are only 

sure that he was in Almeria and that Ibn al-Ramimi invited him to a banquet 

in his house and assigned four guards to kill him at night by putting pillows

Ibn 4 Idhari, a l - Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .322,

Ibn Khaldun, a l - 4lbar wa DTwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV, p. 171.
M  - i  i i ii i — i i i i i  •—  I -  ii Mr ~

al-Himyari, al-Rawd a l-M i4tar, p .158.

2. M .A . 4 Inan, 4 Asr al-Murabitin wa al-Muwahhidin, Part II, p .427.

3. S. P. Scott, History of the Moorish Empire in Europe, II, p. 364.
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on his face until his death. This conspiracy took place in Jumad I,

6 3 5 .1

With Ibn Hud's death died any serious hope of maintaining

an Islamic Spain; in the meantime Ibn al-Ahmar posed as the dominant

political figure in Spain. He first captured Granada which had been Ibn

Hud's capital in Ramadan 635 A .H . (April 1238 A. D .) and made it his capital 

-  2instead of Jayyan. In late 635 A .H . , Ibn al-Ahmar marched against

Almeria whose governor Ibn al-Ramimi, despairing of any successful resistance,

3fled the town with his family and sailed to Tunisia, Malaga recognised Ibn 

al-Ahmar in 636 A .H .

This new dominant statesman, Ibn al-Ahmar, was only interested in 

preserving his new petty Emirate. He was neither to declare himself 

Caliph nor to organise any resistance against the Christian Reconquest opera­

tions. In 637 A .H . , Ibn al-A^mar sent his pledge of allegiance to the Almohad 

Caliph al Rashid but when the latter died in 640 A .H . he recognised the hlafsjd 

prince Abu Zakariyfe of Tunisia as his master.^ Nevertheless, he chose a

1. Ibn * Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrih, III, pp.335-6.

All historians agree that Ibn Hud had entrusted Ibn al-Ramimi with a 
young slave girl and that the latter seduced her. Due to her apparent 
pregnancy and fear of Ibn Hud, Ibn al-Ramimi thought of the above*-
mentioned plan to get rid of Ibn Hud.

2. Ibn * Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  pp.336-7.
Ibn al -KhatTb, ai-Lamha al-Badriyya, p. 36.

3. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, 111, p .337.

4. Ib id ., I l l ,  p .355, and supra, p .25.
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submissive policy towards Fernando III, who captured Arajona, Ibn a l-  

Abmar's hometown. Granada itself was threatened in 642 A .H . Such 

campaigns convinced Ibn al-Ahmar that in order to secure his territorial 

integrity he ought to make a deal with Fernando. In 643 A .H . , Ibn al-Ahmar 

signed a treaty for twenty years by which Ibn ai-Ahmar would pay a hundred 

and fifty thousand maravedis in addition to Ibn al-Ahmar's recognition of 

Fernando’s authority over Ibn Hud's territory and his readiness to offer aid 

to Fernando against his enemies. ^

This treaty gave Fernando a free hand to continue his military 

activities in territories outside Ibn al-Ahmar's princedom. Cordova, Valencia,Q

Shatiba, Daniya, Bayyasa and Jayyan were already in the hands of the 

Christians. Seville, the last great Metropolis, was to come next. In 635 A .H . , 

after Ibn Hud's death, the inhabitants of Seville sent their pledge to the 

Almohad Caliph al-Rashid;in the meantime they selected AbuAbd Allah 

b. Abu 4 Imran of the Almohad house as their governor. But Abu 4 Amr b. a l-  

Jadd, one of Seville's dignitaries, was in charge of the city affairs and the 

governorship was only a sign for formality and loyalty to the Caliphate. We 

do not know when the governor Ibn Abu 4 Imran left Seville or the circumstances 

under which he left. In 643 A .H . , a delegation from Seville headed by Abu

1. Ibn Khaldun, a l - 4lbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V II ,  p. 190. 

Ibn al-Khatib, al-Lamha al-Badriyya, p. 36.



4 Amr b. al-Jadd went to Tunisia to express their pledge of allegiance to 

the Hafsid prince. Abu Zakariyb sent with them as governor his nephew Abu 

Faris 4 Abd a l -4 Aziz b. Abu Hafs. Being provoked and disgusted by the mis­

behaviour of the Tunisian newcomers, the natives of Seville revolted, drove

the Tunisians out of their city and put Abu 4Amr b. ai-Jadd to death on

1grounds of being responsible for the presence of the Tunisians. A new

collective leadership was set up, though Shaqqaf (Axataf) was the dominant 

2
figure. Ironically enough, the new leadership recognised the Hafsid prince

3and sent him their pledge.

Fernando III was closely watching events in Seville. The assassination 

of (bn al-Jadd, who was on good terms with Fernando, was taken by the latter 

as a pretext to intervene, for his secret agreement with Ibn al-Jadd was 

violated by the new regime.^ Fernando decided to take action, but Seville 

was not an easy target and great preparations on Fernando's part ought to be made. 

Realising that, Fernando decided to put his hands on as many fortresses as he 

could in order to isolate the city. In early 644 A .H . Fernando assembled some of

1. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .381.

Ibn Khaldun, a l - 4 Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV, p. 171.

2. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .400.

3. Ibn Khaldun, a l -4lbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 171.

4. Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  p .381.

Ibn Khaldun, a l-4 Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, IV , p. 171.
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his troops near Cordova and marched southwards to Seville. With his troops

he crossed the Guadalquivir and ordered destructive operations around Carmona

and took many of its farmers captive. Ibn al-Ahmar, Fernando's ally, was

near Carmona with 500 horsemen of his army. This Muslim prince advised

the garrison of Alcala de Guadaira (G al1 at Jabir) to surrender to Fernando

and a Christian regiment took over the fortress. Two Christian columns were

sent into action: one to Sharish (Jerez de la Frontera) and another to a l-

Sharaf (Axarafe) plain. This campaign, however, was not completed for on

receiving the news of his mother's death, Fernando called off his operations

and returned to Cordova. From Cordova he went to Jayyan (Ja6n) where

he spent the winter. In the summer of 645 A. H, (1247 A. D .) he prepared a

great army near Cordova after receiving a decree from the Pope authorising

him to get one-third of the revenues of all churches in Castile and Le6n to

enable him to launch the campaign. Garmuna (Carmona), an important fortress

in the north-west of Seville, surrendered after some resistance for a few months,

after seeing its surroundings destroyed and without any hope of receiving 

2reinforcements. Lora followed the example of Garmuna, Cantillana resisted 

but finally was taken by force and seven hundred of its population were taken 

into captivity. To avoid the same sad destiny of Cantillana, Guillena ansi

1. Anonymous, al-Dhakhira al-Saniyya, pp.72-3.

2. M .A . ‘ Inan, ‘ Asr al-Murabitin wa ai-Muwafifiidin, Part II, p .476.



and Gerena surrendered without fighting. Having captured those fortresses,

Fernando decided to deal with a much stronger one: Alcala del Rio, which

was strongly armed.

Many a time, its garrison engaged the attackers in heavy fighting and

caused them heavy losses. This remarkable resistance could not last for ever

and the garrison eventually gave up their castle to Fernando and joined their
]

brethren in Seville.

Fernando, in order to encircle Seville from all sides, and after 

capturing most Muslim fortresses in the north, east and west, sent his fleet from 

the Mediterranean to the Guadalquivir to prevent any reinforcements from 

North Africa reaching Seville. In Jumad I, 645 A .H . (August 1247A* D*) 

Fernando marched southwards to besiege Seville. This city, however, was not 

affected in the beginning by the imposed blockade for it had a great deal of 

arms and provisions to enable the defenders to continue their struggle. Fierce 

attacks were launched against the besiegers and the garrison of al-Faraj's castle cost 

the Castilian fleet heavily, but in the long run the besieged began to feel the 

effect of the blockade, since no aid or reinforcements reached them. The 

situation worsened when a floating bridge linking Seville with Taryana (Triana) 

fortress was destroyed in Dhu al-Hsjja 645 A .H . (May 1248 A. D .) This bridge 

was used as a road by farmers in the al-Sharaf (Axarafe) plain for their crops

2to be taken to Seville. Famine occurred in the city and supply of arms decreased.

1. Primera Crbnica General. I I ,  749, 750.
2. Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib III, pp.381-2.
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The morale of the defenders was low and the whole populace was exhausted 

after about fifteen months of continuous struggle and blockade.

On the other hand, Fernando had all facilities available to him; 

provisions poured into his encampments and fresh reinforcements arrived 

from all over Spain including troops from Catalonia, Portugal, and Santiago.

Ibn al-Ahmar himself was in a batailion near Seville supporting Fernando 

according to their previous treaty, and he played the same role which he had

1done in the past persuading the Muslim fighters to negotiate and to surrender.

The besieged inhabitants of Seville appealed to their brethren in North

Africa for help. A poet from Seville named Harun b. Harun composed, on

their behalf, a very sentimental poem asking them to save the city by sending

2troops and arms, but all was in vain. The hopeless resistance had to give 

way and the defenders sent to Fernando for a peaceful settlement, offering 

the palace and the same tax as they used to pay to their governors. This offer 

was rejected and a better offer, including one-third of the city to be taken by 

Fernando, was made, but it was rejected as well. Then half the city was 

offered to be occupied by new Christian settlers and a wall to divide the city 

into two parts would be erected. Despite his advisors' advice to accept this offer,

3Fernando rejected it and insisted on receiving the whole city unconditionally.

1. Ibn Khaldun, al* Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar, V II ,  p. 190.

2. Ibn * IdharT, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  pp.382-84.

3. J. Gonzalez, Las Conquistas de Fernando ill en Andalucia, p. 118.



At last both parties agreed to Fernando's conditions and that the populace

of Seville would evacuate rhe city within a month, carrying with them

all their belongings.

In Sha*ban 646 A, H. (November 1248, A. D .) Fernando sent an envoy

to raise his banner on the palace tower of Seville, while its inhabitants left the

city for Granada and Labia (Niebla); tens of thousands of them left for North

Africa after Fernando facilitated their journey by assigning some of his ships

for that purpose. ^

In Ramadan 646 A. H. Fernando entered Seville after the Archbishop

of Toledo had transferred the great Mosque to a cathedral and from that date

2Seville became the new capital of Castile instead of Toledo.

1. al-Himyari, al-Rawd al M i*ta r, p .22.

Ibn * Idhari, al-Baycm al-Mughrib, III ,  pp.400-1.

J. Aschbach, Tartkh al-Andalus FT *Ahd al-Murabitln wa al-Muwahhidin,T----- I t • '
p. 444. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. M .A . * Inan, *Asr al-Mura bitin wa al-Muwahhidin, Fart II, p .487.
* . • * '  •



CHAPTER 11 

IBN SAHL'S LIFE AND ENVIRONMENT

In such unstable political atmosphere, Ibrahim b. Sahl was born, lived 

and died.

His name was Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Sahl al-lsra’ ili al-lshbili, though

some also give the full name as follows: Abu lsf?aq Ibrahim b. Abi al-'Aysh

b. Sahl.^ Al —Ishbl11 was given to indicate his country or home town and a l-

Isra* ili to indicate his race or original religion in view of his later conversion

to Islam. Ibn Sahl himself informs us that Seville (Ishbiliya) was his home town 

2
when he writes:

 ̂ I { j P j    •' " s'."**

No information, however, is available about his birth date, or about his

1. a l-lfran i, al-Maslak al-Sahl Fi Sharh Tawshih Ibn Sahl, folio 8.
9 +  9 *

A copy of Ibn Sahl's DTwan which is preserved in the Zaytuna
Mosque in Tunis and which I have used in editing Ibn Sahl's
DTwan gives Ibn Sahl's name as Ibrahim b. Abi a l - ‘ Aysh b. Sahl.

A l-lfran i, Abu *Abd Allah Muhammad was a poet and a historian, lived
during the 11 -1 2th centuries A .H . and died about 1138 A .H . (1726 A. D .)
He wrote several works, one of which was Nuzhat al-Hadi bi-Akhbar 
Muluk al-Qarn al-Hadi and another was al-Maslak al-Sahl Fi SKarh
Tawshih Ibn Sahl.♦

Levi-Provencal, Les Historiens Des Chorfa, pp. 112-131.

2. Poem no. 106, lines 42-3.
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parents who were never mentioned by the poet himself or by those who 

wrote Ibn Sahl's biography. Was his father's name Sahl or was it Abu al -  

<Aysh? The latter is obviously a Kunya (by-name) and the real name 

remains unknown.^ Most likely, the poet did not bother to mention his 

humble parents, perhaps because they had nothing to be proud of or were not 

worth mentioning. Indeed, it was the custom of Arab poets to boast on grounds 

of noble origin of both paternal and maternal ancestors, but Ibn Sahl may 

have felt reluctant to speak of his Jewish parents in his poems which were to 

be read and appreciated by Muslims. Such an omission, Ibn Sahl might have 

thought, would help his chances of advancement and his ambitions of obtaining 

rewards and important posts especially that he embraced Islam,

His home town, as I have already mentioned, was Seville, which at 

that time was situated on the east bank of the Guadaliquivir (al-Wadi a l-  

Kabir). This great river enabled the inhabitants of Seville and its surroundings 

to cultivate their land. Their main products were olive oil, cotton, fruits and 

vegetables. Al-Sharaf (alxarafe), a vast fertile area stretching from the West 

bank of the river to Labia (Ni;£bla) in the west, was covered with olive trees

1. Ihsan * Abbas in his introduction to Ibn Sahl's Diwan suggests that 
Ibrahim's father was Sahl and the latter's Kunya was Abu a i - f Aysh; 
therefore our poet's full name would be Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Abu 
aMAysh Sahl al-lsra* ili al-ishbili. Although all writers agree that 
Ibrahim's Kunya was Abu Ishaq, Steinschneider writes that it was 
Abu a l - ( Aysh.
Diwan Ibrahim b. Sahl al-Andalusi (ed. Beirut 1967) p. 13.
M . Steinschneider/ '  Tntroduction of Arabic Literature of Jewsj; The 
Jewish Quarterly Review, X I, p .482.
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which made it look as if it was a great endless forest, * The navigable

Guadalquivir helped Seville to import and export goods to other parts of

Spain and to have access to other countries in North Africa and elsewhere.

Thanks to its great river and fine climate, Seville was a place of entertainment

in which pleasure seekers found their pleasant life fulfilled.

The lighthearted life of Seville was best illustrated in the following

words of Ibn Rushd (Averroes) of Cordova when he was boasting of his home

town in the presence of al-Mansur, King of the Almohads, against Abu

Bakr b. Zuhr (Avenzoar) who was defending Seville: "What would you say

to this,” said Ibn Rushd. “When a musician dies in Cordova his instruments

are taken to Seville to be sold, but when a scholar dies in Seville his books

2are carried to Cordova to be sold there."

Ibn Sa( id, the author of al-Mughrib and other works, described the

joyful evenings he spent with Ibn Sahl in places such as Marj al-Fitfda, a l-

‘ Arus, al-Sultaniyya and Fam al-Khalij where their parties of drinking and

entertainment were shared by beautiful companions who sang them fine poems 

-  3and Azjal. Many a time they cruised on the river while the weather was 

cool and the sun was about to set. Gomez adds that it was very common for

1. al-IJimyari, al-Rawd a l-M H tar, pp .19-21.
E* I* , "Sevil le. "
al-Shaqundi, "Risala Fi Fadl al-Andalus". Fada’ il al-Andalus 
wa Ahliha , pp. 50-2. ------------------------------

2. Al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib , I, p. 147.. »

3. Ibn Sa'id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u*a lla , pp.73, 76, 77.
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the inhabitants of Seville, particularly the poets among them to cruise at

night on the river while their singing-girls, seated behind curtains, sang

them love poems accompanied by music. ^

Seville had a long list of poets to be proud of since the early days

2
of Muslim settlement. Among its poets were Ibn Htini' (d* 363 A .H .)  , Ibn 

‘ Ammar (422-479 A. H. )^, a l-M u ‘ tamid b. ‘ Abbad (431-487 A .H .)^ ,

1. G . Gomez, al-Shi* r al-Andaiusi, p .35.

2. The well-known poet Muhammad b. Hani’ , though associated with a l-  
Mu* izz, the Fatimtd in North Africa, was born in Seville and spent
a great part of his life in Spain before joining the Fatimids in North 
Africa, He very well celebrated the Fatimid doctrine in his poetry, 
especially his panegyrics which he wrote in honour of, a l-M u ‘ izz.
The poet died in Cyrenaica on his way to Egypt where al-Mu* izz began 
to establish his great Empire with Cairo as his capital.

J. Zaydan, Tarikh-’Adab al-Lugha a l- ‘ Arabiyya II, pp.294-5.

E. 1.^ "Ibn HanH al-AndalusT".

3. Abu Bakr b. * Ammar was born near Shilb (Silves) but should be included in
Seville's poets because of his great association with the ( Abbadids who 
appointed him to high posts during a l-M u ‘ tadidsand al -Mu* tamid's reigns. 
He is considered a poet of great importance and ability despite his
deep involvement in politics which led to his assassination by the very 
hand of his once friend and patron a l-M u ‘ tGmid, in 479 A .H .
E .l,^  "Ibn ( Ammar".

4* The third and last member of the dynasty of the ‘ Abbadids of Seville
was a poet of great talent. Seville, during his reign, became the most 
important centre for scholarship and romance in all Spain. Al-Miu‘ tarn id 
ranks among the best political figures of Muslim Spain, yet he is thought 
of as one of the best poets Muslim Spain hasjDroduced. He is remembered 
by his sad death in prison at Aghmat after Yusuf b. Tashftn decided to take 
up the struggle against the Reconquest Campaigns in Spain and to get rid 
of the petty kings in Spain. A l-M u( tamid died in 487 A .H ,
E. 1.  ̂ "al-M u‘ tamid",
E. 1.2 Abbadids".



al~Haytham b. Abi al-Haytham (d. 631 A .H .)^ , ibn al-Sabuni (634 or 

2
636 A .H .) /  and many others. The lighthearted life of Seville and its 

well established scholarly circles and institutes attracted poets and scholars

3to visit the city, and to contribute to its joyful as well as its academic life.

In addition to its life of enjoyment, music and poetry, Seville had its distinguished 

scholars of Jurisprudence, Arabic Grammar, Koranic exegesis and IJdith. Among 

its famous scholars in the sixth and seventh centuries A .H . were Abu Bakr b. a ir

1. Safwan b. Idris, Kitab Zad al-M usafir.. . , p.63.

Ibn Sa*id, lkhti§ar al-Qidh a l-M u 'a ila , pp. 158-60.

Ibn Sa<id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula af-Maghrib I, p .258. ^

al-MaqqarT, iNafh al-JTb, iv p. 348, v p. 215, vi p. 67.

2. al-SafadT, al-WdfT bi al-Wafayat, II, p .99. 
al-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afaydt, II, p .342. 
lbnSa( id, Ikhtisar a!-Qidh al-M u'alld", p .69-72,

IbnSa'id , al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, p .263.
Ibn al-Abbar, Tuhfat al-Qadim, p. 191.

al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib, v p .93, ixp .2 23 .

According to al-Safadi and al-Kutubi, al-Sabun* ^'ec  ̂ 'n ^04 A .H . This 
is a mistake since Ibn Sa‘ 7d, a contemporary, reports his death in 
Alexandria in 636 A0H0 and Ibn al-Abbar reports his death in 634 A .H .

3. Ibn al-Abbar and Abu al-Mutarrif b. * Amira, for example, met in 
Seville in 617 A .H 0 and enjoyed themselves at one of the city's resorts. 
Ibn i  AmTra was asked by Ibn al-Abbar to write a poem on the occasion, 
and a long poem was written.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Muqtadab min Tuhfat al-Gadim , pp. 145-7.
*  •
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Jadd (496-586 A. H„ ),^ Ibn Khayr (502-575 A. H .) ,^  Ibn Barrajan 

(d. 627 A .H .) ,   ̂ Ibn ai-$anrta (d. 646 A .H .')/ ^ al-Baji

1. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. 4 Abd A lla h .. .  b. al-Jadd al-Fihri was born 
in Labia (Niebla) i n 496 A .H . He studied Arabic and then he con­
centrated on Jurisprudence and Hadith. In Seville he was appointed 
chief counsellor in 521 A .H . and became one of the most influential 
figures in the town. He represented Seville's pledge of allegiance to 
Almohad < Abd af-M u ’ min. His descendants inherited his influence and 
learning. Ibn al-Abbar spoke of Ibn al-Jadd as the unrivalled Faqih of all 
Spain and North Africa. He died in 586 A .H .
Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmifa 1?-Kitab a l-g ila , I, pp.258-9. 
al-SafadT, al-WafT b? al-Wafayat, III, p .335.
Ibn Farhun, a l-PTbaj al-Mudhhab, pp.302-3.

Ibn al-QadT, Jadhwat al-iqtibas, pp. 168-9.
* I mm — — - r

Ibn al-Khatib, al-lfciafa bi a l-T a 'rtf bi ‘ iMama’ Gharnata, X V , folios 25-6. 

Ibn al-Khatib, al-Ihata, VIIJ, folios 114-5.

2. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Khayr was born in Seville in 502 A. H. and died 
in Cordova in 575 A .H , He wrote a distinguished Fihrisa (a bibliography 
of works which he heard from his teachers) which was published by F.
Codera in Saragossa in 1893 A. D,
al-Pabbi, Bughyat al-Multamis Fi Tarikh^Rijal al-Andalus, p .65. 

Brockelmann, Geschichte Per Arabischen Litteratur, I, p .499.

3. Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila li-K itab a l-J ila , II, p .646.

4. Abu Bakr Muhammad b, Ahmad, a son of a builder from Seville, acquired 
his education under Ibn ‘ A^ima, Ibn Talha, al-Pabbaj and al-Shalubayn.
He wrote Seville's document of pledge to Ibn Hud in 626 A, H. He 
became a secretary for the Almohad governors in Seville and later he was 
the first secretary for al-Baji and Ibn Sahib al-Rud. A poet and a writer,
Ibn al-Banna had correspondence with* men of letters of his time, such as Ibn
* Amira and Ibn al-Jannan. His literary works were compiled in four volumes. 
He left Seville for Ceuta in 646, where he died a few months later. 
lbnSa*id, Ikhtisar al-Q idti a l-M u( alia, pp .118-9.

Ibn SaMd, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, p. 249. 

al-TambuktT, Nay! ai-lbtthaj, p .67. =
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(d. 635 A. H .) , 1 Ibn ‘ U5fur (597 -  669 A. H. ) , 2 al-Dabbaj (566 -  646 A .H . ) , 3

-  al-Maqqari, Nafh al-TTb, II, pp.209, 292, IV , pp.396-7.

Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa ai-Takmila, V , part II, pp.681 -2.

1. He was the chief Jurist in Seville. He travelled in the East and 
died in Egypt in 635 A .H .

al-Safadi, al-Waft bi al-Wafayat, II, p. 118.

2. Abu al-Hasan *A ii b. Mu'min, a native of Seville where he was 
born in 597 A. H. He was a distinguished grammarian and a student
of al-Dabbaj and al-Shalubayn. He wrote several books and commentaries 
on grammar and poetry. Some of his works are: a l-M um ti*, a l-M iftah, 
al Muqarrib, Sharli al-Jumal, Sharh al-Mutanabbi, Sariqat a l-S h ^ ara *, 
Sharh al-Hamasa. He left Seville for Tunis and later he settled in 
Bijaya with the Hafsid governor. He went back to Spain and again he 
returned to Tunisia. He died in 669 A, H.
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part I, pp.413-4.

Ibn al-Zubayr, Silat a l-S ila , pp. 142-3. 

al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-W u*at, II, p .210. 

al-Kutubi, Paw at al-W afayat, II, pp. 184-5. 

aI-Ru*ayn7, Barna maj Shuyukh al-Ru( ayni, pp. 171-2. 

al-Ghubrini, * Unwan al-D iraya, pp. 188-190.

3. Abu al-Hasan All b. Jabir al-Dabbaj was a grammarian and a native 
of Seville. He taught Arabic grammar and prosody and was the preacher 
of a l-* Adabbas Mosque in Seville. He wrote poetry and Muwashshahat,
He died in 646 in his home town.
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part II, pp. 198-201.

Ibn Sa* id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, pp.255-6. 

lbnSa*id, Ikhtisar al-Qidh a l-M uf alla , pp. 155-6. 

al-Suyuti, Bughyat a I-Wu* at, II, p .153. 

a I“Rucayni, Barnamai Shuyukh al-Ru* ayni, p. 88.

Ibn al-Zubayr, Si I at a l-S ila , p. 137.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila Ii-K itab al^Sila, II, p .683. zss,
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al-Shalubayn (d. 645 A. H .),^  Ibn al-Dabbagh (d. 668 A. H, ) ,^  Ibn

Mallakun (d. 584 A .H „),^  Ibn Talha (545 -  618 A, H. ),^

~ Ibn Taghri Bardi, al-Nujum al-Zahira, V I, p .361.

Ibn Abi al-R abi*, Barnamaj Ibn Abi al-Rabi‘ , pp.257-8.

1. Abu *A Ii * Umar b, Muhammad, known as al-Shalubayn (or al -  
Shalubayni) v/as born in 562 A .H . Some of his teachers were Abu 
Bakr b. al-Jadd, Ibn Zarqun, ibn Mallakun. He distinguished himself 
in Arabic grammar and became the best professor in his field in Arabic -  
speaking countries. He taught Arabic grammar and prosody for over 60 
years. Al-Shalubayn wrote commentories on Sibawayh's book and a l-  
Jazuliyya. He wrote a book on grammar entitled al-TGWti’ a. He died 
in Seville in 645 A. H.
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , Part II, pp.460-4.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila li-K itab a l-S ila , II, p .658.

al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-W u*at, II, pp.224-5.

Ibn al-Zubayr, Silat a l-S ila , pp.70-1.

aI-Ru*ayni, Barnamaj Shuyukh al-Ru* ayni, pp.83-5.

Ibn Farhun, al-D ibaj al-Mudhhab, pp. 185-6.

!bn$a<id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, II, pp. 129-130.

Ibn SaMd, Ikhtisar al-Qidh al-Mu* alia, pp. 152-4.****** * *
Ibn Taghri Bardi, al-Nujum al-Zahira, V I, p .358.

al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib, V , p .37.

ibn Abi al-Rabi*, Barnamaj Ibn Abi al-Rabi*, pp.258-9,

2. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. al-Awsi from Seville, was 
well-recognised in M aliki jurisprudence, grammar, prosody
and history. He died in 668 A .H . in Ronda. 
al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-W u*at, I, p,13.

Ibn al-Khatib, a l-lhata, V I I I ,  folio 107.

3. al-Suyuti, Bughyat a I-Wu* at, I, p .431.

4. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Talha.. .  of Seville was born in Yabura in 545 A .H .• . .
He was a leading grammarian and theologian. He taught Arabic grammar
and literature for about 50 years. He died in Seville in 618 A .H . 
aJ-$0yuti, Bughyat al-W u*at, !, pp. 121-2.

al-Ru*ayni, Barnamaj Shuyukh al-Ru*ayni, pp.79-80.
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Ibn al-Sarraj (560 *» 657 A .H . ) ,  ̂ al-Khidabb (d. 580 A .H .) ,^  Ibn a l-  

Haj (d. 647 or 651 A .H .) ,^  and Ib n a l-D a ’i* (614-680 A .H . )^.

1. Abu al-Hasan * A ll b, Ahmad known as Ibn al-Sarraj, a native of 
Seville. He immigrated to Bijaya and settled there. He taught Juris­
prudence and Arabic. Among his students were Ibn al-Abbar, Ibn 
yakam (governor of Minorca), and Ibn Sayyid al-Nas.

al-Ghubrini, * Unwan al-Diraya, pp. 118-9.

2. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Tahir known as al-Khidabb, a
*  •  « .

grammarian from Seville. He was a distinguished grammarian; his 
lectures attracted students from all over Spain. He wrote a book on 
grammar called al-Turar and a commentary on a l - ’ Idah of al-FarisT. 
Among his students were Abu Dharr al-Khushani and lion Khlaruf. He 
travelled in the East as far as XTeppo and Basra. He diecTTn 580 A .H .
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part II, pp.648-51.

al-Safadi, al-WafT bi al-Wafayat, II, pp .113-4.

al-Suyuti, Bughyat a I -Wu* at, I, p .28.

Ibn a l-Q acIi, Jadhwat al-Iqtibas, p .168.

3. Abu al-* Abbas Ahmad b. al-Haj of Seville was a student of a l-  
Shalubayn. He was very well versed in Arabic grammar and literature.
He wrote commentaries on Sibawayh's book and a l - J Idah, as he also 
abridged Ibn Jinni's al-Khasa’ is and wrote a book on prosody. He was 
travelling by boat when he was taken into capitivity, but later on he was 
freed thanks to the Hafsid prince's payment of his ransom. He settled in 
Tunisia where he was well treated.

Ibn Sa*id, ikhtisar a l-Q id h  a l-M u<alla, pp.96-7.

al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-Wu* at, 1, pp.359-60.

Ibn Rushayd, MaH a l-cAyba Fima Jumi*a bi Tul al-Ghayba, folio 33.

4. Abu al-Hasan *Ali b. Muhammad... al-Katami, known as Ibn a l-D aJ i*• . ♦
was a native of Seville. He studied Arabic grammar, theology and juris­
prudence. He wrote commentaries on Sibawayh's book and on al-Jumal 
of a l-Z a jja j* He died in Granada in 680 A .H .
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part I, p .373.

al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-W uf at, II, p .204.

Ibn al-KhatTb^aT-MhitaT^^ folios 113-4.  • r * *



Some families inherited professions; the Banu Zuhr, for example, 

inherited the practice of medicine from father to son for more than two 

centuries.^ The house of al-Jadd and the house of al-Baji were preserving the 

tradition of learning and teaching Arabic and Islamic studies for over a

1. The list of Banu Zuhr begins with Abu Marwan ‘ Abd a l-M a lik  b.
Muhammad, who travel led through North Africa to the East and 
learned medicine. He went back to Spain where he was invited by 
Mujahid of D£nia to live at his court as a physician. From D£nia 
he left for his home town of Seville and practised medicine until his 
death in 470 A. H,
Ibn <Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part I, p .37.

Ibn Abi Usaybi'a, ( Uyun al-Anba’ FT Jabaqat a l-A tibba*, pp.87-9.

E. i. ^, "Ibn Zuhr". G . Cotin in this article gives an account of Banu 
Zuhr since their great grandfather Marwan b, Zuhr, who died in 422 A. H.

(1030-31 A .D .) .

Abu Marwan's son, Abu a l-* A la *, inherited his father's profession and 
distinguished himself as a physician at the * AbbcTdid a l-M u f tadid's court.
He wrote nine treatises on medicine as well as fine poems. He died in 525 A. H. 
Ibn Abi Usaybif a, < Uyun al-Anba? Fi Tabaqat al-Al'ibba*, pp. 89-93.

Abu a l -< A la’ ‘s son Abu Marwan * Abd a l-M a lik  took up his father's pro­
fession and was described by Ibn Abi Usaybi'a as the unrivalled 
physician of his time to the extent that the Almohad ( Abd a l-M u ’ min 
appointed him his private physician. He wrote six treatises on medicine 
and died in 557 A. H.
Ibn *Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part I, pp. 18-9.

Ibn Abi Usaybi( a, * iJyun al-Anbo* Fi Tabaqat al-A tibba?, pp. 93-7.
Ibn Sa*7d, al-Mughr7b FT Hula at-Maghrib, l,_ p. 265^

The most important member of the Banu Zuhr house was Abu Marwan's 
son Abu Bakr Muhammad known in the west as Benzoar, who was not

9

only a great physician but also a poet of a high standard in both 
poetry and Muwashshahat. His great knowledge of Arabic and Islamic 
studies enabled him to teach these subjects. He worked as a physician 
for the successive Almohad Caliphs ( Abd a i-M u ’ min, Abu Y a( qub Yusuf, %
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century.

Seville which was thecAbbadid capital during the fifth century, 

maintained its political and administrative role during the Almohad period 

since ‘ Abd a l-M u ’ min decided to make it their administrative centre in the

" al-Mansur and al-N asir. He died in 596 A .H . Abu Bakr's sister
•  *  r a  am

and neice were physicians and treated al-Mansur's w ife. Abu Bakr's 
son and grandson were also remarkable physicians and served the 
Almohad Caliphs.

Ibn Abi Usaybi‘ a, ‘ Uyun al-Anba* Fi Tabaqat a l-A H bba', pp. 97, 126,
1 27 - 9 . * 1 1

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila Ii-K itab al-5ila,Tp. 270.
»

Ibn Di£iya, al-M utrib Fi Ash‘ ar Ahl al-Maghrib, pp. 185-8.

Yaqut, Irshad al-ArTb, X V III, p .216.

1. Among the distinguished members of al-Jadd's family was Abu ‘ Amir 
b. ‘ Abd Allah, a brother of a l-H afiz . Abu ‘ Amir was a grammarian 
and a man of letters. He died in the 550‘s A. H.
Ibn Sa‘Td, al-Mughrib FT Hula al-Maghrib, I, p. 242-3.

Ibn al-Zubayr, Silat al-Sila,Tpp. 154-5.

al-Suyuti, Bughyat al-W u‘ at, II, p. 25.

‘ Abd a l-M a lik  b. Muhammad (d. 572 A. H .) left a distinguished son 
named Muhammad who established a great position for himself in 
Seville. He died in 618 A. H.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila li-K itab a l-S ila , I, p .321.

The last important member of the al~Jadd family was Abu ‘ Amr Yahya 
whom Ibn Sahl praised in his poetry.

The al-Baji family produced many a distinguished scholar. Abu ‘ Abd Allah 
al-Baji (d. 605 A. H .) and his brother Abu Marwan Muhammad who died 
in Egypt in 635 A. H. were among the celebrated members of that family. 
Abu ‘ Abd Allah's son Abu Marwa n played a great role in politics when 
Seville broke its pledge to Ibn Hud. Al-Baji made an alliance with :
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1Almohad Spain. Seville remained the most important Almohad city in Spain 

until its fall to Fernando III in 646 A, H . , even before the fall of Cordova in 

633 A. H. (1236 A, D .)

Ibn Sahl spent the greater part of his life in this environment at his 

home town of Seville. Spending his youth in acquiring education, he attended 

the lectures of al-Shalubayn and al-Dabbaj on Prosody, Arabic Grammar and

2 . TLiterature. Koranic exegesis and Hadith were among the subjects which

interested Ibn Sahl. He was reported to have learned by heart the Holy Koran, 

3or most of it. Being a Jew, Ibn Sahl could not join other students inside the 

mosque, and in order to hear the lectures given inside, he was content to sit 

by the door, near to where the students left their shoes on entering the

4mosque. Ibn Sahl was intelligent and so interested in Arabic education that he

s Ibn al-*Ahmar but the latter intrigued against him and put him to death
in 631 A. H.
Ibn ‘ Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part II , pp.686-95.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-Takmila (i-K itab al-S ila . X /

1* Anonymous, al-Hulal al-Muwashshiya PT Dhikr al-Akbar al-Marrakushiyya,
p. 122.

2. Ibn Sa‘ id reports that Ibn Sahl and he attended lectures given by a l-  
Shalubayn and al-Dabbaj.

lbnSa‘ id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, p. 264. 

lbnSa‘ id, Ikhtisar al-Gidh a l-M u‘ alla, pp.73,77.mmrnrnrn « t * 1

3. a l - ‘ Umari, Masaiik al-Absar, X V I, folio 148.

4. Anonymous, al-Mumti‘ al-Sahl Fi Shi‘ r wa Tarjamat Ibn Sahl, folio 2* 
The author of this book is anonymous. Two copies of aI-Mumti‘ are pre­
served in Tunis; one is in al-Zaytuna Mosque and the other is in the 
late H .H . ‘ Abd al-Wahhab's library. He kindly permitted me to have a 
microfilm of his copy,



participated in most interesting discussions about Arabic grammar which 

he mastered. His ability to memorise what he heard only once, as Ibn 

Sa‘ id reports,^ helped him to quote Koranic verses and pre-lslamic

2
poems in support of his point of view whenever he argued with his teachers. 

He quoted grammatical rules in his poetry which shows that he was very

well acquainted with Arabic Grammar and the grammarians' arguments.

3He writes, for example:

L— b.r>,* Lq I j \  , . „ J *  Lii A— ijp L>* I *1 -M * ; -t  '■ •

and:^
£ —

^  ■..............  15* ( [. ...i3 1-. ■ 111— 131 *e C_5l—  .Ort.l ( Lj I------------- t \ jS9

^yv......   ■ 11. y j  * b  loP C *—ŵ L9j

and

i J On y | J <S LLs J_Si.qJ IS*

He is reported to have teased Abu al-Qasim, a grammarian from Seville

1. Ibn Sa‘ id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, p .264.

2. Anon., al Mumtif a!-Sahl, folio 2. 

a !- ‘ Umari, Masaiik al-Absar, X V I, folio 148.

3. Poem No. 84, line 2.3.

4. Poem No. 146, line 22.

5. Poem No. 47, line 57.

6. Poem N o .48, line 40,
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when he wrote

? ^  I k—<•— *51AJ>- -2 jX 9  iMiJ>^ j>  U  [ ^  yj  (5o wlo#C3JL5>-

. •%■ f i t
La jaJ  f  ̂ (J5J [ j~ S  J I j  L  c r -^ 3  U

Koranic verses v/ore quoted by Ibn Sahl in his poetry; he writes,

2
for example:

( I L; ab*» 1 ) {—J_ai L>- I ^  J Ls L—<Ji t

and:^
— d c c

J  J 3 —c I J aJ ( cljLft <_yL<£ ! ^  L  A LcJlI I

4
and:

j  -j j
Jrô J f dJ L&̂*=. Jj y \  f <Ll Lsjs- A *1 L>-̂ j) A—, *9 J L_JS [ JU

His great knowledge of Arabic, which enabled him to write fine 

poems and Muwashshafrat, will be discussed in a later chapter. Although Ibn 

Sahl was very well versed in Arabic and Islamic studies, one does not know 

whether he knew Hebrew or received any Jewish education. However, it was 

and still is the custom of the jews everywhere to teach their children Hebrew 

and to acquaint them with Judaism. Our poet might have learnt Hebrew

1. al-Maqqari, Naffci a i-J ib , V , p .68.

Poem no. 80, linos 3 -  4,

2. Poem no. 17, Iin e3 ,
Koran, X X V III:32.

3. Poem no.60, line 10,
Koran XX:40,

4. Poem no. 15, line 2.
Koran CXI,



in his early youth, but he did not write in it like some other Jewish

poets who wrote in both languages: Arabic and Hebrew.

Arabic language impressed non-Muslims in Muslim Spain since the

early days of the Muslim settlement in the Iberian Peninsula. Impressed

by the Arabic language and fascinated by the toleiance of Muslims,

Christians and Jews of Spain learnt and spoke Arabic in a manner which

made Bishop Alvaro Cordobes in the ninth century A. D, complain that the

Christian youth had abandoned Latin in favour of Arabic and consequently

they did not know much about their own religion. The Bishop regretted

that his fellow Christians learnt Arabic and studied Islamic thought not to

criticise it but to enrich their knowledge of Arabic and to embellish their 

1Arabic style.

For the Jews, the Muslim rule in Spain was a relief from the Gothic 

yoke around their necks. They found themselves within the large community 

living in peace and harmony and running their normal commercial life 

without any pressure from the community or the government. Such tolerance 

gave non-Muslim minorities in Spain an opportunity to integrate

1. A, G , Palencia, Historic de la Literaiura Arabigo-Espanolq, p .296 

A. A. Haykal, al-Adab al-Andalusi, I, p. 48.
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in the Andalusian society.  ̂ This opportunity enabled the Jews to hold 

high posts in the government. Some of them held even the highest

ministerial offices such as Samuel b. Naghrala who was the first minister

-  -  -  2
of Bad is b. Habus of Granada. After Ibn Naghrala's death, his son Yusuf

took up his father's post until he was assassinated in 469 A. H. (1076 A. D .) 

for misusing his office in favour of his co-religionists at the expense of Muslims

3who suffered a lot because of Yusuf's prejudice and favouritism* A few 

thousand Jews are reported to have been killed on this occasion, but this 

uprising was an exceptional event which was the direct result of misrule by 

a Jewish leader who provoked the feelings of the masses and threatened their 

very livelihood.^

One can mention hundreds of Spanish Jews who established

1. al-Rikabi, Fi al-Adab al-Andalusi, p p .4Q -1 .

2. Ibn al-Khatib, A ‘ mal al-AMam, p .230.

3. Ibn al-Khatib, A ‘ mal al -A* lam, pp. 230 -3 .

lbnSa‘ id, al-Mughrib Fi pi u la al-Maghrib, II, pp.U4-15, 132-3.

Ibn al-Khatib, al-Ihata Fi Akhbar Gharnata, I, pp.447-8.

4. The Caliph al-Mansur (d. 595 A .H .)  in the last few years of his reign
gave orders that Jews ought to wear black dresses to distinguish them from 
Muslims after a great number of them pretended that they were converted 
to Islam in order to escape paying the Jizya. A l-Nasir ordered the 
colour of the dress to be changed to yellow and relaxed the restrictions.

al-Marrakushi, a l-M u ‘ jib Fi Talkhis Akhbar al-Maghrib, pp. 304-5.



themselves in Arabic studies, philosophy, medicine and other subjects.

Isaac b. A lbalia, one of five Isaacs who directed the intellectual

Hispano-Hebrew movement, was named astrologer of prince a i-M u ‘ tamid

b. ‘ Abbad of Seville. This city became, thanks to his great effort, the

home of Jewish studies replacing Cordova and Granada. ^

Arabic language and Arabic studies greatly influenced Jewish writers

and poets. Salomon b. Zakbel imitated a l-H ariri‘s assemblies (Maqamat)

2and introduced this art to Hebrew. Ibn Salomon Alcharizi who lived at

the beginning of the 13th century A. D . , began the translation of a l-

Hariri's assemblies but he gave up the project in favour of a dramatic fiction
3

full of warmth and spirit. Moses b. Ezra was an inconsolable lover, who

followed the example of Arab poets, and was so keen on using the Jinas in 

4
his poetry.

The Hebrew Muwashshahat followed the example of the Arabic ones 

in subject and form. Their Kharjas were usually in Arabic or in Spanish

directly borrowed from Arabic Muwashshahat. Of those who wrote in Arabic were
? -  r  5Nasim al-lsra* ili whose poems and Muwashshahat were admired in Seville, and

Qasmuna, daughter of lsma‘ il,  a younfr Jewish poetess who wrote fine

1. Graetz, Les Juifs d'Espagne, pp. 169-172.

2. Ib id ., p .203.

3. Ib id ., p .295.

4. Ib id ., pp.212,215.

5. al-Maqqari, Nafh al —Tib, V , p .66.
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Muwashshahat and poems. ^

Musa b. Maymun, known in the West as Maimonides, was a

2
remarkable philosopher, theologian and physician who wrote in Arabic. 

Yehouda ha-Levi wrote his poetry in Arabic as well as in Castilian.'*

Ibrahim b. al-Fakhar, who was in charge of Arab Affairs at Alfonso's 

court in Aragon, used to praise his Christian master in poems which he wrote 

in Arabic.^

These examples are given to show how much Jewish poets and 

writers contributed to Arabic poetry and how much they were influenced by 

Arabic expressions and literary forms.

It is not out of the ordinary that Ibn Sahl should have learned, 

mastered and wrote in Arabic. He was perhaps more keen on Arabic grammar 

and poetry, so that he forgot about his forefathers' language and culture.

He began to write poems in his early youth. It was reported that 

even in the early period of his life the high standard of the poetry he wrote 

impressed his fellow citizens of Seville. Ibn Sa‘ id, who was an intimate 

friend and a class-mate of Ibn Sahl, reports that Ibn Sahl's poetry "enslaved

1. al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib, V , pp.73-4.
Steinschneider, Die Arabische Literatur Per Juden, p. 270.

2. £. I.  ̂ , "Ibn Maimun".

3. Graetz, Les Juifs d'Espagne, p. 215.
Steinschneider, Die Arabische Literatur Der Juden, pp. 152-4.

4. Steinschneider, Pie Arabische Literatur Der Juden, pp. 156-9.
al-Maqqari, Nafh al-TTb, V , pp. 71-2.
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the hearts of Seville's inhabitants although he was not twenty years old yet."^ 

Al-Haytham b. Abi al-Haytham, a distinguished poet from Seville, wrote 

a fine poem praising Ibn Hud when he established his authority over many 

parts of Muslim Spain and recognised the‘Abbasid Caliphate, ibn Hud, 

like the Abbas ids, adopted a black banner; and al-Haytham did not mention 

this in his panygeric. Hearing al-Haytham recite his poem, Ibn Sahl asked 

him to add the following line between such and such a line:

d U  t U— L r  ^  d iJ J  ̂ 1 d— O^L-P I

"His black banners indicate his superiority as if they are moles

on the cheek of royalty. "

Being pleased with Ibn Sahl's impressive line, al-Haytham asked him whether

it was his own or something he had learned. When Ibn Sahl confirmed that

it was his, al-Haytham commented: "If this boy lives long enough, he will be

2
the best poet of all Spain."

This incident was reported to have happened when Ibn Sahl was very 
3

young. By examining the historical facts we find that Ibn Sahl was not as 

young as the context indicates. Ibn Hud recognised theAbbasid Caliphate

1. lbnSa‘ id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u ‘ alia , p .73.

2. Poem no. 141.
a l - ‘ Umari, Masaiik al-Absar, X V I, folio 147.

al-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afayat, I, p .41.

3. a l - ‘ Umari, Masai ik al-Absar, X V I, folio 147.
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and adopted the black banner in 625 A. H. though he did not receive the 

official title from the'Abbasid Caliph in Baghdad until 629 A. H. when 

he conferred upon Ibn Hud the official title “Sayf a I-D in Amir al-Muslimin". 

On receiving the Caliph's letter, Ibn Hud made great celebrations and 

read the letter to the public.  ̂ Hence we cannot really decide whether 

al-Haytham wrote his poem in 625 A .H , or later on in 629 A. H. Ibn Sahl, 

who died in 643 A. H. when he was about 40 years old, must have been 22 

or 26 years old when this incident occurred. He was regarded as young by Ibn 

Abi al-Haytham who had long ago established himself as a poet and Washshafc 

and naturally was much older than Ibn Sahl. Ibn Abi al-Haytham, however, 

did not live long after this incident; he was assassinated in 631 A. H,

(1233 A .D . ) 2

Being Jewish for a considerable part of his life , Ibn Sahl did not 

refrain from participating in the joyful life of drinking and entertainment in 

Seville. The permissive society of Seville, however, gave the opportunity 

to all pleasure seekers, non-Muslim and Muslim, to pursue their pleasures 

without fear of any social pressure. Ibn SaMd, a close Muslim friend of 

Ibn Sahl, speaks of their joyful parties taking place in Seville's beautiful

1. Ibn ‘ Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, II I ,  pp .276-8.

2. IbnSaWd, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a!-M u‘ al!a, p .159.
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outskirts. Marj al-Ficlcia, a l - cArus, al-Suitaniyya and Fam al —Khalij 

were among the places where they gathered to drink accompanied by 

beautiful companions who sang them poems.  ̂ Among the friends with whom 

Ibn Sahl frequented those resorts was Abu Bakr Muhammad a l - ’ Undi, a

minor poet of whom Ibn Sa‘ id did not think highly. He was, according

t  2to Ibn Sa‘ id, far below Ibn Sahl's poetical talent. After his conversion to

Islam, Ibn Sahl continued his joyful life . When Ibn Sa<id asked him

to tell him truthfully about his conversion, both of them were drinking
3

and naturally Ibn Sahl had embraced Islam before that party.

It seems that Ibn Sahl was not a good-looking man; indeed 

he was ugly. Ibn Sa* id speaks of him as: "disgusting to the eyes of those
^  D

who admire him as well as those who dislike him" -  " I .. ~V;I-L

I „4

There is no evidence to prove what Leo Africanus (Ibn al-W azzan), 

quoted by Steinshneider, says that Ibn Sahl practised medicine and

1. IbnSaMd, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u( alia , pp.73 ,76 ,77 , 
Supra, p.4C

2. Ibn Sa* id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh al-Mu* a lia , pp. 168 -  9. 

ibn Sacid, al-Mughrib FT tjula al-Maghrib, I, p .338.

3. Ibn$a*id , Ikhtisar al-Q idh al-M u*al!a , p. 74. 

Infra, p .80.
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astronomy. ^

Ibn Sahl's emotions as well as a great part of his poetry and 

Muwashshahat were devoted to a Jewish youth named Musa, Some

writers allege that Musa never existed and that Ibn Sahl meant the prophet

2 .Moses. This allegation Is not true, since we can establish that Musa

did exist. Ibn Sa‘ id, the author of al-Qidh a l-M u f alla , reports that

he was walking with Ibn Sahl when iVlusa came out of a public bath, but

when Ibn Sahl spoke to his beloved Musa, the latter ignored him and went

unconcerned on his way. Being upset about the incident, Ibn Sahl 

3extemporised:
fi &

v**,....   < f d j p s ^1 J  Las U— Lus v

JuiJL p —Li9 ^  iJ dj L j  ! I A

] . Steinschneider, Die Arabische Literatur Der Juden, p. 160.

I was unable to trace this information in Leo Africanus's book
in both English and French translations; furthermore there is no 
mention of Ibn Sahl at ©II. The author of al-Mumti* al-Sahl 
reports that the Spanish Jews, among other professionals, practised 
medicine, but does not indicate that Ibn Sahl did.

Anon.> al-Miumti* a l-S a h l... folio 3.

2. a l-lfran i, al-Maslak al-Sahl, folio 16.

3. Poem no. 21.

Ibn SaMd, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M ^ a lla , p .78.
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Musa's full name was Musa b. Isma* il b. Sulayman of Seville.  ̂

Al-Maqqari confuses him with another Musa of whom Ahmad al-Maqrini 

al-Kasad and others wrote poems. This Musa was Musa b. *Abd al-Samadi t

2as revealed by the prelude of til-Kasad's elegy:

° e _
i ,..n.*raJ ( pa ( i J  [ 1 1.„—.. i—̂ ^ . . , f L j  I c.in9■> (b

Al-Kasad was a distinguished poet during the reign of the Almohad Caliph

al-Mansur who died in 595 A. H. Ibn Satf id reports that Musa whom

al-Kasad loved was admired by many a poet of that period (al-Kasad‘s and

3al-Mansur's period). Such a statement makes it impossible to accept a l-

, _ -  4
Maqqari's information that he was the same Musa whom Ibn Sahl loved.

Had he been the same Musa, Ibn Sa‘ id would have said that, needless to say,

that Musa b* i  Abd al-Samad must have been an old man at the time of Ibn Sahl,

1. al-Yunini, Dhayl M ir’ at al-Zaman, I, p .476.

2. ai-Maqqari, Nafh al —Tib, V , pp. 203, 265.

Ibn Sa*id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al -Maghrib, I, p .288. 

al-^Umari, Masai Ik al-Absar, X V I, folio 146.

3. IbnsaMd, al-Mughrib FI Hula al-Maghrib, I, p .288.

Abu Bakr b. Ija jja j al-Ghafiqi was one of those poets who admired Musa 
and wrote love-paems aEout him. Al-Ghafiqi is included in Safwan 
b. Idris's book Zad ai-Musafir. Ibn Idris died in 598 A. H . , therefore 
al-GhafiqT must have lived during the sixth century, a long time 
before Ibn Sahl was born.

al-Maqqari, Nafh ol —Tib, V , pp. 261-2.

Ibn SaMd, al-Mughrib FT Hula al-Maghrib, I, p. 261.

4. al-Maqqari, Nafh a l-T ib , V , pp.265-6.
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and the poet would not have been fascinated and enslaved by the looks of

an old man. Musa b. Abd al-Samad died in the lifetime of al-Kasad,*

who must have died before the time of Ibn Sahl. ^

Musa b. !sma<il b„ Sulayman, Ibn Sahl's friend, sold cosmetics in a

2 . 3shop. The poet himself informs us of that when he writes:

^  .i ^  c l I ^  ( - 1     " *̂ j J I Lo L

^  Li (J— -6 Lfl-U J [....-r* 1 I

and:^

? - ~ - —  u3 [ <) i .i ■<<) ^  IS* kiJ ( ^  I

Ibn Sahl's love-poems were sent to Musa written on sheets of paper which

5Musa then used for packing the cosmetic items he sold. A visitor to Seville 

came to Musa's shop and found him growing older and having grown a beard. 

He asked Musa to show him his beautiful mole of which Ibn Sahl spoke in his 

love poems. Musa ruffled the hair of his beard and showed him his mole.^

1. Unfortunately the date of al -Kasad's death is unknown to us though
Ibn Sa< id lists him in the Rayat al-Mubarrizin (p. 19) among the poets 
of the 7th century A. H.

2* Anon., al-Mumti* al-Sahl, folio 67.

3. Muwashshah no. 2

4. Muwashshah no. 7

5* Anon., al-Mumti* al-Sahl, folio 67.

6 . Ib id ., fol io 67.
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Ibn Sahl's poems echo his hope and despair of Musa's response 

throughout his relationship with him. Sometimes the poet felt it was 

impossible for him to get a favourable response from his beloved who was 

like the full moon; and nobody hopes to kiss such a high planet:^
fi ^

? I j  f ŷ.9 I ^  j —.->J I ^ d ..liL * ^

"They say (to me): had you kissed him your inner fire would be

extinguished, and I say (to them): does he who loves the full

moon hope to kiss it?"

In Muwashshah no. & Ibn Sahl speaks of Musa's decency and moral code

2which ke does not permit him to sin:
bh ‘a    I ■■ ■ i i I i

v~> J

dpLoj

While this was the general position of Ibn Sahl, we find him speaking 

of the joyful night which they spent together fulfilling all his desires. He

.. 3writes:
fi j  ^

!________lJ* J L ô I  djy cJ jl»

0 d*
6  »

0 6 
jv —..in l̂ j wLj | "̂1 I I —fi* 0 — 9 3 I L ,  L i

1. Poem no. 50, line 1.

2. Muwashshah, no. 8 .• *

3. Poem no.52, lines 4 - 6 .



While he was still Jewish, Ibn Sahl loved a handsome Muslim

youth from the East. He was a descendant of al-Hasan b. ( Ali b. AbT

Talib. Ibn Sahl wrote two lines expressing his helplessness and requesting

that youth to show mercy before Ibn Sahl would die suffering from his

murderous love. He told his beloved that his body was burned by his bright

body and in the hereafter Ibn Sahl's body would be burned by hell fire

1under instructions from his grandfather, the prophet:

d ■ « i ■ .i i f .p. W j fiL..—1J 1

dLj J™9 cJ bo J  E

After having embraced Islam, Ibn Sahl loved another boy named

2Muhammad. When he was asked about this new affair, he replied:
e .

JJlA { CldJO La E ^  v-Lfii ...i— ...njwi

9  *  J  ^

t 1 - -  ..A.~»<a, r cJLiafi ijjMytl 4 *.0*1 jJ t I— AjJ  ̂cJ[ J j^IS jJ

"I forgot my love of Musa through my love for Muhammad,

had it not been for God’s guidance, I would not have been guided.

And this was not due to hatred, but because the law of

Moses had been cancelled by that of Muhammad. "

1. Poem no. 6 .
aM U m art, Masai ik al-Absar, X V I, folio 247.

2. Poem no. 37.
al-Maqqari, Nafh al —Tib, V , p .6 8 .

al-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afayat, I, p .41.

Ibn Taghri Bardi, al-Manhal al-Safi, I, p .52.
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The identity of Ibn Sahl's beloved could be established, he was 

Abu Bakr Muhammad al-Talabi, despite the lack of information about him.^

Ibn Sahl's love of Muhammad, though occurring in the last few years of the 

poet's life, was very well celebrated in Ibn Sahl's poetry and Muwashshahat,

In Muwashshah no. 2, Ibn Sahl reveals the name of another beloved 

named Maqlub, who had enslaved his heart. Maqlub, however, is totally 

unknown to us.

ibn Sahl's keenness on boys kept him too busy to develop much interest

in the opposite sex. We have no evidence that he ever got married or had

a family. Nevertheless, he wrote three poems (nos. 58, 91, 148) and two

Muwashshaljs describing his inner fire kindled by the physical beauty of a 

2
woman.

In the two Muwashshahs, Ibn Sahl reveals two maidens' names:

3Safiyya and 9 Um ( Amr. We have no information about these two maidens 

or about Ibn Sahl's relationship with them.

1 . In Muwashshah no. 13 the poet reveals that al-Talabi has the Prophet's
namesake: ^ ___ *  j  I  ^  Lm

In poem no. 147, he calls him u  I therefore
I can be sure that he is the same person whose name was Abu Bakr
Muhammad al-Talabi.

*  *

2. In the third chapter of this thesis, Ibn Sahl's love poems are discussed. 
His general attitude, however, was an immediate reaction to seeing
a beautiful woman. He would describe her beauty and his emotional 
condition at that time, but he never developed a deep affection or 
interest in women.

3. Muwashshahs no. 1 9, 37.
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The poet spent a great part of his life at his home town of Seville 

when peace was still maintained and life was bright. He began, as his 

poetry and Muwashshahat indicate, to travel out of Seville and the 

Iberian Peninsula seeking better opportunities and a more peaceful environ­

ment after 630 A, H. or thereabouts. In Spain, he wrote poems and 

Muwashshahat in honour of Abu ‘ Amr b. al-Jadd, governor of Seville,and 

a poem in honour of Abu ‘ Abd Allah al»Ramimi governor of Almeria.^

He wrote a poem (no.42) and a Muwashshah (no. 15) praising Abu ‘ Amr 

b. Khalid, governor of Sharish (Jerez de la Frontera). Although Sharish

was located near Seville, Ibn Sahl did not write his panygeric in Sharish

2
but the governor himself was in Seville as line no.33 indicates. The 

governor might have been on a state visit to Seville submitting his allegiance 

to one of its governors during those restless political and military circumstances. 

The poet never praised either of the two rising powerful Emirs, Ibn Hud or Ibn 

al-At»mar. Ibn al-Khatib, the author of al-lhata who gives information about
i i ■  i «? *  *

all men of letters who visited Granada even for so short time, never mentions

3Ibn Sahl who obviously never went to Granada. in his youth the poet

1. Poem no. 12.

2. Poem N o .42 -  the line is:

j \ j    -----J^ I ■ a" I f f 1 Ld I—

3. The only time Ibn Sahl is mentioned by Ibn al—Khatib is on the
occasion of comparing him with al-Mutanabbi and Imru* al-Qays for
three lines they wrote, and this was in the presence of the Nasrid prince 
Muhammad I?. Isma‘7l (7 1 5 -3 3 A .H .)
Ibn al-Khatib, a l-lhata, I, p .541.
Ibn al-Khat#ib,al-Lamha al-Badriyya, p,78.



praised Abu al~‘ Abbas b, ‘ Isa a brother-in-law (or a son-in-law) of

-  1 - -  . 2  Ibn Hud. When Ibn ‘ Isa died, Ibn Sahl mourned him in a fine elegy.

Although Ibn Sahl wrote a panygeric in honour of Ceuta's governor Abu

a l - ‘ Abbas al-Yanashti, we cannot decide whether ibn Sahl went to Ceata

3in person or whether he simply sent his poem to its governor.

Ibrahim b. Sahl betook himself to Minorca where Abu ‘ Uthman 

Sa‘ id b. Hakam seized power and proclaimed his authority over the island 

in 631 A. H ,^  Ibn Sahl, therefore must have gone to Minorca after that date.

1. Poem no. 55, and Muwashshah no. 18.

2. Poem no, 43,

3. Poem no. 140,

Al-Yanashti was an independent governor in Ceuta from 631 -  636 A .H . 
In 636 A .H . the Almohad Caliph al-Rashid appointed Ibn Khalas to the 
governorship of Ceuta after receiving a delegation expressing the pledge 
of allegiance on behalf of the town.

4. Ibn Hakam was born in 601 A .H , in Talavera in Spain and acquired his
education at Seville. He left Seville for North Africa where he was 
in 624 A, H. In 627 ACH* he left for Majorca where its governor al -  
Tima 117 appointed him to cm administrative post in Minorca. In
631 A .H , he declared himself governor and ruled the island until his 
death in 680 A, H. He kept the island out of the Reconquest danger by 
paying annual tributes to the King of Aragon. His son Abu ‘ Amr 
inherited his father's post but the island fell a victim to the Reconquest 
operations in 6 8 6  A .H .
Ibn al-Khatib, A ‘ mcl a l-A ‘ iam, pp.275-7.

al-Ghubrini, ‘ Unwan al-D iraya, pp. 181-2.

Ibn al-Abbar, al-H ulla al-S iyara*, II, pp.318-20.

ibn Sa‘ id, Ikhtisar al-O idh a I-M u‘ alla, pp.28-41.

Ibn ‘ Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, IV , pp.28-33.



Being a poet and a man of letters, Ibn l^akarn encouraged poets and 

scholars to assemble at his court. He v/as keen on collecting rare 

copies of literary works for his library and many a time he paid handsome

1 ~ 2
sums of money for that purpose. Abu al-Mutarrif b. ‘ Amira (d.658 A .H .)  ,

-  . . -  -  3 -  - 4  5Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-TUimsani, Abu Bakr b. al-M urabit, Ibn Mufawwiz,

Ibn Yamin^ and many others headed for Minorca and found in Ibn Hakam's

sympathy and generosity a great substitute for their lost home towns and

property. Ibn 1-jakam‘s rewards reached his fellow Andalusian men of

letters wherever they were; in Ceuta, Uryula (Orihuela), Bijaya or Gabis.

Many a time he paid the ransom of Muslim scholars and poets who were taken

in captivity by the Christians. Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Tilimsani, for example,

1. Ibn a l-M urab it, Zawahir al-Fikar, folio 61.
•     r | ,  r

2 .  Abu al-M utarrif Ahmad b. ‘ Amira al-Miakhzumi was a prominent 
man of letters during the 7th century A, H. He served his con­
temporary rulers: Ibn Khattab of Murcia, Ibn tjakam of Minorca, Ibn
Khalas of Ceuta and the Hafsid al-Mustansir. M . Ben Sharifa recently , • * « • •
published his M .A 0 thesis about him in Arabic (Rabat 1966).

3. Ibn a l-M urab it, Zawahir al-F ikar, folios 176-81.

4. jb id ., folios 33, 143.

5. Ib id ., folios 28 -3 3 .

6 . Ib id ., folio 49.

Abu al-Qasim Afamad b. Yamin was a poet and a writer who served 
under Abu al-fjusain b. ‘ Isa the governor of Jativa. Ibn Yamin 
left for Minorca and later for Tunis during aI-Mustan§ir's reign.

Ibn Sa‘ id, ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u ‘ alla, pp.53 -  9..
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was freed by the Christians only after Ibn Hakam had paid his ransom.

Grateful for Ibn Hakam's good deed, al-Tilimsani made Minorca his home

and wrote fine poems praising its governor.^ Being an Andalusian, Ibn

Hakam felt it was his duty to look after the welfare of his unfortunate fellow

Andalusians who had to leave Spain and settle in North Africa, in Ceuta,

Rabat or Bijaya. Ibn Muhriz (d. 655 A .H .)  the chief of the Andalusian

community In Bijaya, was in correspondence with Ibn Hakam. Some of their

2
letters of a high literary standard are recorded in Ibn al-Murabit ‘s book.

Ibn al-Jannan from Orihuela exchanged fine poems and letters with Ibn 

Hakam. Ibn Ijakam participated in his literary circle attended by poets 

and scholars. Many a time he suggested subjects for the poets to write 

on. Once he asked Ibn Mufawwiz to write in imitation of Ibn Abi Rabi‘ a's 

famous poem:
J* fl — c

j -  - ■ f   ̂ I j '  ■■ ^  J  i C ^ * J  I I

1. Ibn al-M urabit, Zawahir al-Fikar, folios 176 -  181.

2. Ibid. , folios 61, 181-5.

3. Abu ‘ Abd Allah b. al-Jannan, who was from Murcia, held a high post
under Ibn Hud. He wrote ibn Hud's document of regency for his son 
al-Wathiq. Later Ibn al-Jannan moved to Orihuela, and stayed there 
until he was invited by Ibn Khalas to Ceuta. From Ceuta he went to 
Bijaya and lived there until I tTs death after 6 5 0  A .H .

al-Ghubrini, ‘ Unwan al-D iraya, pp. 213-4.
Ibn al-Khaijb, al-ihata, II, pp.256-64.
Ibn ‘ Abd a l-M a lik , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, IV, p. 108.
Ibn a l-M urabit, Zawffhir a I -Fikar, folios, 6 -9 , 9+-12.
See also Ibn Sahl's poem no.70 and footnotes.
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i
And Ibn Mufawizz did so. ' On another occasion he suggested to Ibn a l-  

Murabit and Ibn al-Jannan that they write poems in imitation of Ibn al-Jahm's:
fi fi

< J j  J  ! ^  I  ̂ 1  ̂ A— sbcJjjJ I I I

2And they wrote. On receiving a marvellous carpet from Orihuela, Ibn

3Hakam asked Ibn Hubaysh to describe the carpet in verse. He would utter

an opening line of a poem or a Muwashshah and would ask one of his poets

4to complete the poem.

Ibn Sahl, already mentioned, went to Minorca and joined the great 

circle of poets and scholars around Ibn blakam. Ibn Sahl was described as 

one of those who had leanings towards Ibn FJakam, depended on him, and
5

wrote "free11 poems in his honour. Ibn Hakam who was a student of al -

Shalubayn and al-Dabbaj in Seville might have known Ibn Sahl in Seville,

. 6  or indeed they might have been classmates under the same teacher. This

early friendship would make Ibn Sahl feel that he was staying with an old friend

who became a governor.

1. Ib id., folios. 28-33.

2. Ib id ., folios 143-4.

3. Ib id ., folio 38.

4. He wrote, for example, the Motla* of Ibn Sahl‘s Muwashshah no. 16 
and Ibn Sahl completed it.

5. Ibn a l-M urab it, Zawahir al-F ikar, folio 187. 

lbnSa‘ id, Ikhtisar al-G idh a l-M u ‘ alia, p .81.

6 . Ibn fjakam was born in 601 A .H . and this means that he was of Ibn 
Sahl's age or a little older. This makes it possible that both attended 
al-Shalubayn's and al-Dabbaj's lectures at the same time.
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From Minorca Ibn Sahl packed up to visit Tunisia where Abu

Zakariyya the Hafsid had established a prosperous Emirate and a court

attractive to men of letters of the Muslim West. Ibn Sahl, however,

did not proceed with his journey; the boat in which he was travelling was

threatened by an enemy vessel and Ibn Hakam rushed to the harbour to its

aid. Ibn Sahl went back with his patron and cancelled his journey, writing

a fine poem in honour of Ibn Hakam who had saved his life . ^

Ibn Sahl eventually left Minorca but we do not know when, nor

do we know how long he stayed on the island. We cannot be certain whether,

on leaving Minorca, he left for Seville or sailed to Ceuta, for we find Ibn

Sahl writing a great number of poems in Ibn Khalas ‘s honour and other

poems praising dignitaries in Seville including a poem he wrote in 640 A .H .

on behalf of Seville's governor Abu ‘Abd Allah b. Abi 4 Imran to the chiefs of

2the M a‘ qil tribe in North Africa. In 641 A. H0 the poet wrote a poem in 

honour of Ibn ai-Jadd and later in 643 A. H. he wrote a poem in honour of 

Abu Paris AI-Fath.^

1. Ibn al-M urabit, Zawahir al -Fi kar, folio 190-1.
Poem no. 130, which ibn Sahl wrote on that occasion.

2. Poem no. 54,

3. Poems nos. 30, 83.
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„  1 
in Ceuta where Abu 6 AM b. Khalas was governor, ibn Sahi

settled down and was appointed to a high official post which was the
4 _

secretaryship of the governor, ibn Khalas himself was originally from
_  _ i

Valencia but held a governmental office in Seville under Ibn Hud. It

is likely that Ibn Sahl knew Ibn Khalas in Seville and that he went to his

court in Ceuta to serve an old acquaintance.

Being an Andalusian himself, Ibn Khalas, like Ibn Hakam in Minorca,

took good care of his fellow Andalusians. At his court many an Andalusian

served. He was very concerned about the welfare of Andalusian emigrants

who were scattered in North Africa. Al-Rashid, the Almohad Caliph,

passed a decree (zahir) in 637 A .H . (1239 A .D .)  to guarantee all facilities

for the settlement of those Andalusian emigrants in Rabat and other cities

where they could live and cultivate the land. The Caliph did so, as the

4
decree reveals, because of Ibn Khalas's persistent requests. Among those

1. Ibn Khalas was appointed governor of Ceuta in 636 A .H . by al-RashTd,
when al-RashTd died in 640 A. H. Ibn Khalas denounced his pledge
to the Almohads and recognised Abu ZaTariyya the Hafsid prince of 
Tunisia. Ibn Khalas remained in his post until 646 A .H . when he 
left for TunisicTBut died on his way to Oran.

2. ai-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afayat, I, p .41.

3. Ibn al-Banna, on behalf of Ibn Khalas, wrote a letter to Amir a l-
Muslimin Ibn Hud. This letter indicates that Ibn Khala§ held a post 
in Seville while Ibn Hud was recognised as the supreme authority.
al-Qalqashandi, §ubh a l-A ( sha, V II ,  pp. 91-4.

4. Ibn a l-M urabit, Zawahir al -Fikar, folios 115 - 6 .
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who assembled at Ibn Khalas's court were Abu al-Mutarrif b. e Amira, al -  

Ru‘ayni, Ibn al-Jannan, Abu al-Hasan a I- tfUshbi, and Abu al-Hasan b.

Zannun.

In Ceuta Ibn Sahl found in Ibn Khalas a generous patron whose 

rewards enslaved the poet's heart. In gratitude he wrote poems in Ibn 

Khalas's honour, more in number than any poems written by him in honour 

of any other single patron he praised. Ibn Sahl developed a personal friend­

ship with Ibn Khalas's son, Abu al -Qasim Muhammad. They went out to -

1gether hunting and seeking pleasure. Ibn Sahl praised his boon companion

-  2Abu al-Qasim who rewarded him generously. Ibn Sahl's attachment to Ibn

Khalas reminds one of al-Mutanabbi's devotion to Sayf al-Dawla the Hamdanid.

3When Ibn Khalas's mother died Ibn Sahl mourned her in a fine poem like 

the one by al-Mutanabbi in mourning Sayf al-Dawla's mother.

Ibn Sahl, however, did not settle in Ceura permanently. He went 

back to his home town of Seville as we can see from his poems. He was back

in Seville in 640 A. H. and he wrote a poem on behalf of its governor to a l-
4

M a(qil tribe in North Africa. In 641 A. H, he wrote a penegyric in honour

1. Ibn Rushayd, MaH a l - f Ayba Fima Jumif a bi Tul al-Ghayba, folio 83.

2. Poem no. 110*
In three more poems (nos. 46, 9i>, 105), the poet praised Ibn Khalas and 
expressed his gratitude for his son Abu al-Qasim's generosity and rewards.

3. Poem no. 127.

4. Poem no. 54.
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of Ibn al-Jadd on the occasion of building a new residence.^ Two years later, 

in 643 A .H .,  he wrote a poom in honour of Seville's Hafsid governor al-Fath

«  -  2
b. Abi Faris. He later went back to Ceuta and stayed for a short period 

and then was to travel with Ibn Khalas's son Abu al-Qasim to Tunisia to
■ ■ t

renew Ceuta's pledge of allegiance to the Hafsid prince Abu Zakariyya.

It was on this unfortunate journey that the poet drowned shortly after their

3boat left the harbour.

Among those whom Ibrahim b. Sahl praised or wrote to were Ibn a l-

- 4 -  - 5  - 6  t  7Banna, Abu al-< Aysh al-Tilimsani, Ibn al-Khayya I, Ibn Sa£ id and

- - 8  -  -  - 9  - 1 0Abu al-Tahir. He mourned Abu a l-H ajja j b. Fakhir, Ibn Ghalib,

1 . Poem no. 83.

2. Poem no. 30.

3. His death and its date are discussed later in this chapter.

4 .  Poems nos. 92, 111, 123. Supra, p.46.

5. Muwashshah no. 17. Nothing is known about al-Tilimsani except that
which Ibn Sahl reveals in the Muwashshah,that he was a Mushrif.

•

6 . Abu £Abd Allah b. al-Khayyal was originally from Istujja (Ecija). He 
wrote for Ibn al-Abmar during his rule over Seville after he got rid of 
al-Baji in 631. Ibn Sa£ id cites some of Ibn al-Khayyal's poems and 
prose but no more details are given.
Ibn Sa£ id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u f alla, pp.6 6 - 8 .
al-Maqqart, Nafh al-TTb, V , p. 9.
Poem no .1081

7. Poems nos 61, 155 and a letter (see the supplement to ibn Sahl's Diwan).

8 . Mawashshah no. 23.

9. Poem no. 131.

10. Poem no. 105.



77.

_ -  ] „ 2  *= -  - 3
and satirised Ibn Abl Sinan, Ibn a I -Qaslr and Abu al-W alid b* Hajjaj.

"I was told, “ writes Ibn Sa* id, “that he (Ibn Sahl) is now their

4
(the Almohads1) poet in Marrakush. " This piece of information is totally

groundless. First, we find no evidence in Ibn Sahl's poetry to prove that

he praised any of the Almohad Caliphs, not even Abu a l^ A la *  who was governor

5of Seville and later declared himself Caliph in 624 A. H* Second, no Information 

indicating that Ibn Sahl ever betook himself to Marrakush, let alone settled there, 

is available. Ibn Sa( id, however, wrote his book al-Mughrib when he was in the 

East far away from the scene of events in Morocco and we cannot rely on his 

information in this respect. He very likely thought that Ibn Sahl, being in 

Ceuta whose governor Ibn Khalas was appointed by the Almohads in 636 A. H. 

and who remained loyal to them until 640 A. H . , must have contacted the 

Almohad Caliphs in one way or another, especially since Ibn Sahl was on 

Moroccan soil near the seat of the Almohad Caliphs.

Although Ibn Sahl found in Ibn Hakam and later in Ibn Khalas generous 

patrons, he was so anxious to present himself to better opportunities and to a 

wider horizon at the Hafsid Court where Abu Zakariyya became a remarkable

1. Poem no. 63.

2. Poem no. 2

3. Poem no. 23.

4. Ibn Sa( id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, pp.264-5.

5. Ibn ( Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .254.
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head of state likely to inherit the declining Almohad Caliphate. Dis-

” 1 -  2tinguished scholars and writers like ibn al-Abbar, Ibn al-Jannan, Ibn

- 3  4 -  5 -
Yamin, Ibn Muhriz, Ibn Sayyid al-Nas were enjoying Abu Zakariyya's

•  *“ * 6  hospitality in Tunis and in Bijaya where his son Abu Yahya was a viceroy.

Ibn Sahl, as already mentioned, packed up from Minorca and only the threat

to his boat prevented him from proceeding with his journey to Tunisia.^

This intention to leave for Tunisia was in Ibn Sahl's mind when he wrote a

poem in honour of Abu Faris al-Fath, the Hafsid governor of Seville and he

highly praised Abu Zakariyya throughout the poem as if he was hoping to

1. Abu *Abd Allah Mufciammad, known as Ibn al-Abbar, was a poet and an 
author. Among his works are al-Hulla al-Siyara’ , al-Takmila NLKitab 
a l-§ ila  and Tuhfat al-Qadim. He was employed by Abu Jumayi Za.yydn 
of Valencia until its fall in 636 A. H. He was Zayyan's envoy to Abu 
Zakariyya of Tunisia asking his aid. After 636 A. H, Abu Zakariyya
invited Ibn al-Abbar to his court and appointed him a secretary. He
served under Abu Zakariyya and later under his son al-Mustansir who 
finally ordered Ibn al-Abbar *s death in 658 A. H,

2. Supra, p. 71.

3. Supra, p. 70.

4. Abu Bakr Muhammad of Valencia was a man of letters and a Jurist. Hetm •
Left for Bijaya aftdr 640 A. H. and became the head of the Andalusian 
Community there. He died in 655 A. H.
a I -Tam bu kt i , T«|rJza . M<\y I « \ m * p ■ .2 2 ^
al-Ghubrini, ( Unwan al-D iraya, pp. 170-3.

5. Abu Bakr Muhammad. , j  „ b. Sayyid al-Nas of Seville was a man of 
Jurisprudence and HcdTth. He later settled in Bijaya and taught in its
great mosque. Al-Mustansir invited him to Tunis and he became one of
his Intimate counsellors. He died in 659 A .H ,
al-GhubrTni, * Unwan a l-D iraya, pp. 174-7.

6 . Abo vdl-Mutarrif b. e AmTra left Ceuta for Tunis in 646 A .H . , and Ibn
Sa*7d came back from the East and settled in Tunis in 652 A .H . during
al-Mustansir's reign, after the death of Abu Zakariyya in 647 A .H .

7. Supra, p .73.
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emigrate to his court. We cannot be certain whether Abu Zakariyya invited

2Ibn Sahl to his court as he did with AbO al-M utarrif b. ( Amira, or if 

Ibn Sahl himself suggested to Ibn Khalas that he accompany his son on his 

journey to Tunisia or that Ibn Khalas himself thought of pleasing Abu 

Zakariyya by sending him his poet-Iaureate.

Ibn Sahl's Religion

All sources agree that Ibn Sahl was Jewish by birth. He continued 

to be so during his childhood and boyhood, The question is, did he embrace 

Islam and was he sincere in his conversion?

We have already seen that when he was a student he used to sit by the

3
students1 shoes outside the Mosque, for being a non-Muslim he could not enter.

His contemporary and close friend Ibn Sa‘ id was blamed by his father for

associating himself with Ibn Sahl, a Jew, in satirizing Abu al-W alid b. a l-  

-  4H * i * 'ajja j.

Ibn Saf id reports that he asked Ibn Sahl when they were both affected 

by wine; “By our all good relation put my mind at rest as regards people's

1. Poem no. 30..

2. Ben Shari fa, Abu al-M utarrif Ahmad b. ‘ A m ira ... pp, 142, 145.
3. Anon*, al-Mumti* a I-Sahl, folio 2.

The author of a I -MumtH al-Sah I reports that the poet used to attend 
the lectures of Abu Isb^q a l-G hafiq f in Ceuta and he used to sit by 
the students' shoes outside the Mosque. Most likely he was not allowed to 
go into the Mosque when he was young, but could do so later in his life 
in Ceuta when he had already announced his conversion to Islam. The 
author of al-Mumti* al-Sahl is not certain whether this incident took place 
when Ibn Sahl attended the lectures of al-Ghafiqi or those of al-Shalubciyn.

4. IbnSaMd, Ikhtisar a I -Q I dh al-Mu* a lia , p. 141. Poem no. 23.
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suspicion over your faith?" ibn Sahl replied;11̂  L  ̂ !l; j ^  L ^ U iJ 11

"The external is for the people, the internally hidden is for God." This

vague reply did not satisfy Ibn Sa4 id's curiosity; Ibn SaMd's comment

about this matter was; "I have nothing to say. I can neither prove nor 

2
deny his Islam. " Being in doubt about Ibn Sahl's conversion to Islam, Ibn

Sa4 id listed him in his book al-Mughrib among Christian and Jewish poets of
3  „

Seville. Moreover, Ibn Sa4 id describes his friend as being "created in Ibn a i-

Sa* igh‘s character. " Ibn al~§aJ igh's (Avenpace^ religious integrity was

doubted by his fellow Andalusians. Ibn Khaqan and others stirred up the

authorities against him by decrying him as an atheist, who had rejected the

4 TKoran and the dogmas of Islam. Nevertheless, Ibn Sa4 id hoped that Ibn Sahl

would die while he was Muslim so they could meet in Paradise, and that Ibn

5Sahl did not deserve to be admitted to Hell.

Ibn $a4 id left Spain with his father after Ibn Hud's death in 635 A. H, 

and was in Alexandria in 639 A, He never went back to Spain, therefore 

he did not witness the last few years of Ibn Sahl's life,

1 . lbnSa4 id, Ikhtisar al-Q idb a l-M u 4 alla, p .74.

2 . Ib id ., p .74.

3. lbnSa4 id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, I, pp,264-5.
4. Avenpace (Ibn BcJja) was poisoned in Fez and died in 533 A .H . (or 525).

al-Safadi, a I-Waft bi al-W afayat, II, p. 240,
E. 1,1, " Ibn Badjdja"
Ibn Sa4id knew a man in Tunisia named Ibn al-Sa’ igh (d. 659 A .H .)  who 
was a judge during al-Mustcmsir's reign, but 1 have no reason to believe 
that Ibn Sa47d meant him when he compared Ibn Sahl with an ibn al-SaMgh.
Ibn Qunfudh, al-Forisiyya Fi MaaBbadH al-Dawla al-l^afsiyya, pp. 116,121,123.

5. Ibn Sa4Td, Ikhtisar al-Qidfr a l-M u 4 a lia , p. 74.
6 . Ibn$a4 id, al-Mughrib Ft Hula a I-Maghrib, I, pp.4 -5 .
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Abu * Abd Allah b, al-Jannan, who knew the poet well and was 

In correspondence with him, they had lived together in Ceuta, had a poor

impression of Ibn Sahl's faith and was never convinced that the poet forsook

1 -  _Judaism. Ibn Rushayd, quoted by al-*Ayyashi, writes that his teacher

Abu al-Qasim al~Gabturi (d* 689 A .H ,)  who knew Ibn Sahl and "accompanied

him" informed him that he had asked some people who knew about ibn Sahl's

private life and he had been told that the poet concealed Judaism and showed 

2Islam in public. " While some alleged that though Ibn Sahl demonstrated in 

public that he embraced Islam, he was not beyond suspicion:

Others argued that his beloved Musa never existed in person and that the poet 

meant the Prophet Moses and expressed his admiration for him in love-poems, 

and that the poet was still Jewish.^ This allegation is not sound for we have

-  -  . . 5already seen that Musa did exist and the poet was in love with him.

1. al-*Ayyashi. al-Rihla, II, p,254.
a l-* Ayyashi quofes from Ibn Rushayd*s Rifila that the latter had seen a 
written document by Ibn al-Jannan expressing doubt as to Ibn Sahl's 
Islam. I checked the several volumes of Ibn Rushayd's Rihla which are 
preserved in the Escuria! but did not come across that quotation.

2. a l-* Ayyashi, al-Rihla, II, pp, 253-4,

3. al-Maqqari, Nafh al -Tib, V , p. 6 6 .

4. a l-lfran i, al-Masiak al-Sahl, folio 16.

5 * S u p r a ,  p p .  6 2 - 4 .



Modern Jewish writers list Ibn Sahl among their co-religionist men

of letters.  ̂ H. Hir in his article on Ibn Sahl claims that the poet "embraced

Islam under pressure from the Almohad ruleMand that the authenticity

of poems attributed to hirn in honour of the prophet Muhammad were "open 

2to grave doubt. " Hir also writes that ibn Sahl was believed to have recanted

3before his death. Hir, however, does not reveal any source of information in 

support of his statements.

On the other hand, we find a number of literary historians who 

wrote in support of Ibn Sahl's Islam. Ibn al-Abbar (d. 658 A .H .)  reports

4 *7 ?
in his book Tuhfat al-Qadim that Ibn Sahl became a Muslim. Athir aUDin 

«

Abu Hayyan (654 -  745 A .H .) is quoted to have confirmed Ibn Sahl's genuine

5conversion to Islam. Abu Hayyan's judgement was based on information

which he obtained from Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Abu al-Nasr al-Fath b.
*  •  •

*A li al-Ansari al-lshbili who was in Granada, and on Abu Hayyan's own

1 . Steinschneider, Die Arabische Literatur Der Juden, pp. 160-2.

2* The Jewish Encyclopaedia, "Abu Ishak Ibrahim Ibn Sahl".

3. Ibid,

4. Ibn Taghri Bardi, al-Manhal al-Safi, I, p .51.

al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib, V , p .41.

5. Ib id ., V , p .42.

al-Yunini, Dhayl Mir* at al »-Zaman, I, p .482.



conviction after reading Ibn Sahl's poem in honour of the prophet Muhammad.^

-  _  -    - ? t 2
Abu Hayyan and al-*Umari called the poet al-islami instead of al-lsraM li.

Ibn Rushayd of Ceuta (657 -721 A. H.)^ doubted Ibn Sahl's Islam

_ -  -  _ 4
yet al-*Ayyashi and al-Maqqari report that Ibn Marzuq (d. 872 A .H .)

wrote on the margin on a copy of Ibn Rushayd's Rihla that his (Ibn Marzuq's)
5

teachers were certain that Ibn Sahl died while he was a Muslim*

Al-Ra* i (782 -  853 A. H .) said: "I heard our teacher Abu al-Hasan 

* Ali b. Sam*at say: 'Two things can never be proved as authentic; that Ibn 

Sahl embraced Islam and that al-Zamakhshari abandoned the doctrine of lf t iz a l‘.

J !> --------  I I ; ^  I— i  ^  »

Al-Ra* i continued: "For Ibn Sahl's conversion to Islam I am convinced of its 

genuineness because of what I have heard.. .  "

1. al-Maqqari, Nafh a l-T ib , V , p .70.

2. al-Yunini, Dhayl M ir*at al-Zaman, I, p .482.

al-Yunini was a student of Abu Hayyan as he himself wrote that his 
Shaykh Abu Hayyan told him this information in 712 A .H . in Cairo.

a l-* Umqri,Masalik a!-Absar, X V I, folio 146.
The author oTdf-Mumti* al-SahI confirms that biographers call Ibn Sahl 

"al-lsraMli" in order to indicate his origin or race, but not his religious 
faith on grounds of being convinced that he was no longer "Yahudi" (Jewish). 
Anon., al-Mumti* al-Sahl, folio 9.

3. al-Safadi, al-W afi bi al-W afayat, II, pp.284 -  5.
Ibn a I -Q adf, Judhwat al -Iqti bas, pp. 180-3,
Anen., Durrat a l-H ija l, I, pp. 201 -3 .

4 . Ibn a l-Q ad i, Durrat a l- t j i ja l,  1, p .288.
Atten-s, . Jadhwat al-lqtibas, p. 140 -  2.

5. al-MuqqarT, Naffr a l-TTb, V , p. 67. 
al -* Ayyashi, ~ar^RThlo, ! I, p .254.

6 . al-Maqqari, Nafh al-Tib, V , p .6 8 . =
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M alik b. al-Murahhil (604-699 A .H . ),^ had a high opinion of

Ibn Sahl's genuine conversion and reported that when they were both in Ceuta

Ibn Sahl showed signs of deep faith and he regularly performed his prayers in 

2the Mosque.

Ibn Khalas the governor of Ceuta, realising Ibn Sahl's sensitivity to

being reminded of his Judaism, instructed his companions not to raise the
3

subject or to tease Ibn Sahl about his Jewish past. This attitude of Ibn Sahl 

could only have been the result of his sincerity in his conversion and disgust of 

his previous faith.

A decisive opinion about Ibn Sahl's faith should be based on the poet's 

own poetry. No trace of Judaism can be found in his poetry or Muwashshahat. 

In the meantime, his frequent quotations of Koranic verses and accounts of the 

prophets, and the day of Judgement can be attributed to his great knowledge of 

Islam and Arabic education, but should not be taken as evidence that he was

-  al -Tumbukti, Nay! al-ib tihaj, p. 207.
al-lfran i, al -Maslak al -Sahl, folios 12-13.

1 . Ibn al-Murahl.iil was born in Malaga and travelled, acquiring education
wherever it was available in Fez, Ceuta and Seville. He settled in Ceuta
during Ibn Khalas ‘s reign and then moved to Fez where he died. He was a 
man of letters as well as a scholar in the classic sense. He wrote books on 
the Arabic language, prosody and Koronic exegesis.
Ibn ai-Kha.tib, a l-lhafa , IX, folios 195-6.
Ibn a l-Q a d i, Jadhwat al-lqtibas, pp.221-2.

2. Ibn a I-G ad i, Durrat a l-H ija l, I, p. 15. 
al-lfran i, al -Maslak a I -Sah I , folio 15.
Anon., al-Mumti* ai-Sahl, folios 5-7.
The author of a l-M um ti1 al-Sahi does not doubt such Judgement coming, as 
does, from a pious man Iike ibn al-Murahhil who would not favour Ibn Sahl 
if he had any doubt about him.

3. aI-*AyyashT, al -Ribla, H, p. 253.
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Muslim.  ̂ Ibn Sahl wrote two poems: one is in the takhmis form in the

2prophet Muhammad's honour and the other is a poem describing his longing

3to the holy places in Mecca and Medina. Poem no. 84 was written when 

the poet was about forty years old. He wrote (line no. 25):

L— I— , i{-fair* d 1̂  L. ■  'tl 1 L_-L—oJ _J.j
►

He was certainly moved by seeing the pilgrims' convoy leaving for the holy 

places; he regretted his sins and wished that his heart would be thrown by the 

pilgrims with the stones in Mina (line no. 17):
jy

If >J Lo  1 ' &U d rl i * Ls J I 5̂  ̂ I I

Admitting that he has led a sinful life , Ibn Sahl hoped that God would 

forgive him (line no. 30):
( —r J JJr

[ i î .Tin *'■ I  ̂Sp' bJ I JJ f  <1— J  2 \ la fln..».11 1

"Heaven! I have no deeds to make me hope for His mercy, but 

I know that the door (of God's mercy) is wide open."

1. * Umar b. Khalil a native of Seville condemned Ibn Sahl for quoting
Koranic versos in his love-poems and for ridiculing the Koran by mis­
quoting its verses. The writer recommended that Ibn Sahl's poems ought 
to be burned because they would bring heavenly curses. According to
him, Seville was conquered by the Christians as a result of Ibn Sahl's poems
which brought about a heavenly curse. This information is written on the 
first page of a copy of Ibn Sahl's Diwan preserved in the Rabat Library and 
which I used for editing his Diwan.

2. Poem no. 134.

3. Poem no. 84.
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Ibn Sa* id reports that Ibn Khalas asked the poet to write his poem.

This statement does not weaken the assumption that Ibn Sahl sincerely

expressed his own feelings.

The second poem (no. 134) was written in the prophet Muhammad's

honour. His Islamic feelings and thoughts as well as his great admiration

for the prophet are so clear. In the opening line he echoes the Koranic

confirmation that Muhammad's mission is to complete the mission of all prophets

2who came before him:

[ ....« O- j iQ w II) ^  I *1 —  &  I * 1 $  J  * * * * * * *

Then he speaks of Muhammad's character and his best faculties which God 

had granted him. The Night Journey to Jerusalem, the prophet's Ascension 

to heaven are well mentioned by Ibn Sahl in his poem. Only true believers 

since the time of Muhammad have accepted the idea of the prophet's Night 

Journey and Ascension as genuine. The fifth Hemistich of each line (a

mukhammas poem) is a part of a Koranic verse calling on Muslims to bless

3the prophet and pray him peace:

1. lbnSa*id, Ikhtisar al-G idh a l-M u*a lla , p .79.

2. This Hemistich clearly corresponds to the Koranic verse: (Koran;
X X X III: 40) " .

3. Koran; XXXI11: 56.
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The poet ends his poem with a last emotional stanza. He expresses 

his longing for the holy places and his desire to kiss them since they are 

kissed by the hearts of all monotheists:

I DjJlJS i j f i  I jSl J I f jh x j  I u i I J  ^  1 ^  U j  I b.

I—I—-a I <L—sjf

Ironically enough the poet, in a love-poem, reveals his faith when 

he confirms that his heart is IJanifi:^

% i— J  Lx i I  <S t^ j i !  2  4  ^  J  I * 2 ?

According to the Koran the Muslims are Hanifis like those who followed
#

2Abraham and submitted to God's w ill.

One therefore cannot but accept that Ibrahim b. Sahl was truly 

converted to Islam and that in the last years of his life he was even a devout 

Muslim as Ibn al-Murahhil reported.

Ibn al-Murahhil confirms that Ibn Sahl became Muslim not long before

3he perished at sea. The poems and Muwashshahat which he wrote of his

4 5beloved Muhammad were two poems and six Muwashshahat, such a number is

accepted to have been written while the poet was Muslim; then he must have

embraced Islam two years or so before he was drowned. Ibn Sa* id, however,

1. Poem no. 27.

2. Koran; 111:67, IV: 125, XV I; 123, Vis 161.

E. I . 2, "Hanlf".

3. Anon*, al-Mumti* al-Sahl, folio 6 .

4. Poems nos. 20, 147.
5. Muwashshahat, nos. 9, 11, 13, 22, 24, 25.
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asked him about his conversion -  whether it was genuine or not -  when he 

was still in Spain before leaving for the East sometime before 639 A .H . , the 

year he was reported to have been in Alexandria with his father,^ Ibn Sa* id's 

report indicates that Ibn Sahl confessed Islam in an early period but his 

sincerity was doubted at that time and later in his life the poet cut off all 

ties with his past, including his beloved Musa, and became a good Muslim 

careful to perform his prayers in the Mosque.

His Death

The following years are said to be the date of Ibn Sahl's death:

1 ) 643 A .H .

2 ) 645 A .H . 3

3) 6 4 9 A .H .

1 . Ibn5a*id , Ikhtisar al-Gid^i a l-M u ‘ a lla , l,pp .4-5 .

2. IbnMdhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .379.

3. al-*Ayyashi, al-Rihla, II, p .253.

4. al-Kutubi, Fawaf cl-W afayat, I, p .41. 

al-Maqqari, Nafh a!-T ib , V , p. 70.

Both authors quote Ibn al-Abbar's Tufrfat al-Gadim . This work is quoted 
by Ibn Taghri Bardi (al-Manhal al-SaTt, I, p .51) who writes: "Ibn 
Sahl died~Eefore 646 A .H . " Ibn Taghr7|aaas that it was said that he died 
in 649 A. H. and after 650 A .H , It is likely that the authors quoting 
Ibn al-Abbar got confused because the dates were written in numbers. 
al-HanbalT, Shadharat al-Dhahab, V , p,244,
HajjT KhalTfa, Kashf al-Zunun, III, p.241. 

al-Bustani, Da* irat a l-M a*arif, III, p .207. =
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4) 658 A .H .

5) 659 A .H . 2

Although sources differ in the dates they give, they all agree that 

Ibn Sahl perished at sea while he was aboard a ship assigned to present

3Ibn Khalcis's pledge of allegiance to the Hafsid prince in Tunisia.

The sinking of that vessel and Ibn Khalas's bay*a are our keys 

to reaching a decisive conclusion on Ibn Sahl's death.

= a l-Z irk ili, a I-A* lam, I, p .36.

Kachala, Mu* jam a l-M u *a llifin , I, p .37.

Steinschneider, Die Arabische Literatur Per Juden, p. 160.

1) Brockelman, Geschichte Der Arabischen Litteratur, Sup. I, p .483.
Brockelman in GAL, I, p .274, gives two dates for Ibn Sahl's death, 
649, 658.

2. al-*Um ari, Masaiik al-Absar, X V I, folio 148. 

al-Yunini, Dhayl M ir*at al-Zaman, I, p .476.

al-Yunini depends on Athir al-D in Abu hiayyan in his account and so 
does a l-* Ayyashi (aNRihla, II, p .253) but they give different dates; 
such confusion is presumably due to having the date written in numbers 
in Abu Hayyan's wcrk0

al-Hanbali, Shadharat al-Dhahab, V , p i297.

al-Khazrajt, a l-* Iqd a!-Fakhir al-Hasan Fi Tabaqat Akabir al-Yaman, 
folio"! 1 8 . ---------------------------   *------ ~ -----------------------------------

a l-  | frani, ah-Aftaslak a I-Sahl, folio 14.

Ihsan * Abbas. Diwan ibn Sahl al-Andaiusi, p .42.
.   C"? . I. I ■......... ....................... .......  , I. 1

3. Steinschneider reports (p .161) that Lê o Africanus wrote that Ibn Sahl 
was poisoned by the Jews in 643 A. H. Steinschneider himself doubts 
this information. Unfortunately I found no mention of Ibn Sahl in 
Leo Africanus's work in both English and French translations.
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First, when was Ibn Khalas*s pledge of allegiance made? He first 

pledged himself to the Hafsid prince in 640 A. H.  ̂ Three years later pledges 

from Seville, Miknasa, Sharish, Tarif, Sijilmasa, Qasr * Abd al-Karim, and• 1 t

2Ceuta were announced in favour of Abu Zakariyya the Hafsid prince. Ibn 

Khalas built a ship to take his delegation and gifts to Abu Zakariyya, He 

named it al-Ghurab al-Maymun (vessel of good omen). The vessel sank with ail

passengers aboard, including Ibn Khalas's son Abu al-Qasim and Ibrahim b,
3  _ _

Sahl. Some historians confused Abu al-Qasim with his father Abu Ali Ibn

-  4 r  -
Khalas. Ibn Sa* id writes that Abu al-Qasim Ibn Khalas perished at sea

when he was on his way to present his father's pledge to the Hafsid prince Abu
5 _  _

Zakariyya, Harun b. ( Abd Allah b, Harun and Abu ai-M utarrif b. < Amira 

wrote poems mourning Abu al-Qasim and expressing their sympathy and sorrow

1. Ib n f ldhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, I I I ,  p .359.

2. Ibn Qunfudh, al-Farisiyya Fi Mabadi> al-Dawla al-ldaffiyya, p. 109.

Ibnfldhari, al -Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp. 373, 379,

3. Ibn Rushayd, MaH al-< Ayba Fima Jumi‘ a bi-Tul al-Ghayba, folio 100. 

Ibn Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .379.

aM Ayyashi, al-Rihla, II, p .253.

Ibn a l-Q ad i, Durrat a l-H ija l, I, p. 15.

4. Anon., al-Dhakhira al-Saniyya, p .72. 

al-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afayat, I, p.41.

Ibn Taghri Bardi, al-Manhal a I-Safi, I, p. 51.

5. IbnSa^id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u fa ila , p. 145.
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to his depressed father.  ̂ Moreover Ibn Sa*id gives the date of Abu All

b. Khalas's death as 646 A .H . when he writes: "that Ibn Hamushk (d. 656 A .H .)

2
left Ceuta in 647 A .H . a year after Ibn Khalas's death." Ibn Khaldun, and

the author of al-Dhakhira al-Saniyya state that Abu All b. Khalas left

Ceuta for Tunisia in 646 A .H . but died on his way to Wahran (Cran) and was

3taken to Bijaya where he was buried.

Abu Zakariyya of Tunisia sent Ibn a I-Shah id to govern Ceuta and

t 4Ibn Abi Khalid to be in charge of its financial affairs in 644 A .H .

Abu A li, depressed and shocked at the death of his son, lost interest

in continuing to govern or to live in Ceuta. He decided to emigrate to

Tunisia where Abu Zakariyya would take good care of him, but death was

5awaiting him in Oran on his way to Tunisia.

1 • Ib id ., p. 145.
BensharTfa, Abu al -Mutarrrf Ahmad b. *Amira, pp. 138, 229.

2. Ibn $a*id, Ikhtisjr al-Q idh al-Mu* alls, p. 98.

M . Soulah draws a conclusion based on Ibn Sa*id‘s information that Ibn 
Sahl, along with Abu al-Qasim b. Khalas, must have died before 
646 A .H . since the depressed father Abu * Ali died in 646. Soulah, 
however, does not suggest a fixed date for Abu al-Qasim's tragic death.

M . Soulah, Ibrahim Ibn Sahl, Poet Musulman d'Espagne, p .58.

3. Ibn Khaldun, a l-* Ibar wa D?wan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V l l ,p . l8 6 .
Anon., al-DhakhTra al-Saniyya, p. 80. The author of al-Dhakhira
specifies that Abu AIT died on 2fst Jumad 1,646 A .H , after the ‘ As** prayers. 
Nevertheless, on p . I X  he writes that Ibn Khalas drowned in Rajab 643 A.H, 
aboard al-Ghurab al-Maymun. Naturally Abu * A li could not have died 
twice or that he drowned in Ceuta and died three years later in Oran.

4. Ibn Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p .379.
Ibn Khaldun, a l-* Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada’ wa a I-Khobar, V II,  p. 186.

5. Ib id ., V I I ,  p .  186.
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Now it is proved that al-Ghurab al-Maymun sank in 643 A .H . 

after leaving Ceuta's harbour, and that Abu al-Qasim not his father was 

among those who drowned and no survivors were rescued*

Had Ibn Sahl lived after that tragedy he would have mourned his 

friend Abu al-Gasim and expressed his sympathy and sorrow to Abu al-Qasim's 

depressed father whose favours and rweards enslaved Ibn Sahl. Had the 

poet lived he would have mourned Abu *A li b. Khalas himself, who died in 

646. The fall of Seville the poet's home town into Fernando's hands in 646 

must have shocked Ibn Sahl and moved him to mourn̂  it had he lived until 

646 A .H . to witness these events, ibn al-Jadd who was killed in Seville 

in 644 was Ibn Sahl's generous patron but was never mourned by the poet 

simply because the poet himself was dead before 644 A .H . Abu Bakr b. a l-  

Banna was admired and praised by Ibn Sahl, yet the poet wrote no elegy 

about him on his death in 646 A. H . , and that was because the poet did not 

survive him. Needless to say that Ibn Sahl would have written poems or 

Muwashshatiat in honour of the newcomers to Ceuta: Ibn al-Shah id and Ibn Ibt 

Khalid, if he had lived long enough to witness their arrival in the city in 

644 A .H . or during their reigns until Ramadan, 647 A .H . , when a revolution led 

by Abu al-Qasim a l-*  Azafi ousted them and put Ibn Abi Khalid to the sword. ^

The only objection to all previous analysis is Ibn Sahl's poem (no. 30) 

in honour of Abu Far is al-Fath the Hafsid governor of Seville, who arrived

1. Ibn * Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.400-1.

Ibn Khaldun, a l-* Ibar wa DTwan al-Mubtada* wa al-Khabar, V II ,  p. 186.



reports that they arrived in Seville in 644 A .H .  ̂ This date shadows

the genuineness of the date 643 A 0H0 so far accepted ro bo the year in

which Ibn Sahl died. The introduction to the poem confirms that it was

written in 643 A. Hc Ibn * Idhari must have been misled by a letter sent

by Abu Zakariyya the Hafsid prince to the inhabitants of Seville; this

2letter was written in Muharram 644 A .H . Abu Zakariyya's letter urged 

the people to do justice and to fear God and that the prince pledged himself 

to defend the city against its enemies. It did not mention that a governor 

was coming to the city nor named him. Such omission of the governor's 

name was, I consider, due to the fact that the governor had already arrived 

in Seville and needed no introduction. The poet, therefore, must have met 

Abu Faris in 643 A.FI. and wrote the poem in his honour before the poet 

himself drowned.

Ibn Rushayd narrates that Abu Zakariyya b« Hamushk told him that

-  . 3
he had received a letter from Abu a l-* Abbas b. Bilal a poet from Algecirias ,

1. Ibn* Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, p.379.

2. Ibn * Idhcri/ al-Bayan al-Mughrib, III, pp.380 -  1.

3. Abu a l-* Abbas Ahmad b, Bilal was a man of letters living in al-Jazira
al-Khadra* (Algecirasji-when ibn Sa*id was there with his father during 
Ibn Hud's reign. Ibn Sa* id describes Ibn Bilal's company and hospitalit 
which attracted men of letters to frequent his home and to listen to his 
literary discussions. He was expelled from Algeciras and died in exile. 
lbnSa‘ sd, al-Mughrib FT Hula al-Magh rib, I, pp.326-7.
Ibn 5a*id, ikhtisar al-Gtidh al-Mu* alia , pp. 86-8.
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containing his elegy on Ibn Sahl who drowned with Abu al-Qasim b. Khalas

-  1aboard al-Ghurab al-Maymun. Ibn Rushayd cites three lines of the elegy. 

On hearing about Ibn Sahl's death, a man of letters regretfully

2
commented: " d u j L- cThe pearl returned to its homeland."

1. Ibn Rushayd, Mai* a l - 4Ayba Fima JumHa bi —TtTl al-Ghayba, folio 100.

2. al-Maqqari, Nafh al-T ib, V , p .67. 

al-lfran i, al-Maslak al-Sahl, folios 14, 15.

Ibn a l-Q ad i, Durrat a l- l j i ja l ,  I, p. 15. He attributes the comment to 
al -Mu stans ir b. Abu Zakariyya and assumed that the Bay4 a itself was 
meant to be for al-Mustansir. Ibn Khaldun and Ibn 4 Idhari report that Ibn
Khalas's Bay4 a was sent to Abu Zakariyya with Abu aT^Qasim b. Khalas.
FEn Khaldun, a l - 4lb a r... V II ,  p .186, Ibn 4 Idhari, al-Bayan al-Mughrib, 
III, pT379. ~   sa“—



CHAPTER III 

CRITICAL APPRECIATION

Ibn Sahl's poetical talent is illustrated in classical poetry as well as 

in Muwashshahat; therefore each category must be treated separately on its 

own merits, though some common tendencies are to be found in both genres 

which are to be included in surveying the general features of his com­

position.

,___  1) Poetry

He wrote poems on all classical subjects known to Arab poets up to 

his era: love, wine, panegyrics, description of nature, eulogy and 

satire.

a) Love Poems

An enormous number of his poems deal with his most adorable subject, 

i.e . his love for Musa. At the beginning one presumes that Ibn Sahl liked 

nothing and nobody except Musa until he, and consequently his poetry, 

were completely devoted to Musa. This handsome Jewish youth, as far 

as Ibn Sahl was concerned, was different from and superior to all human 

beings. While Musa was created of light and temptation others were created



]
of the normal materials: "Water and clay":

J  aL/» fjj A— , —j>> j

Musa was a gazelle created of musk and the black birth-mark on his cheek

2was a reminder of the fact:
ii.I.. I Llo 1 Ly—J (_$ J~t A— 11 [ <j [̂ j J \ j  r.

JjJ f I A—r ^j n J  ^  l ĵoL  ̂ 1-—■—Qij Is f t J i > * ^  c ^  ̂ 1̂

«.t —* j *  - L ^ l  f I— (_̂1p d  Lxi; jlpJ 1 ^  cL*<J! uJI jJ

The various aspects of Musa's beauty become the centre of all Ibn

Sahl's admiration. His stature, eyes, eye-brows, eye-lashes, rosy cheeks,

lips,teeth, waist, neck and above all his black birth-mark which Ibn Sahl

immortalizes in his poetry. Musa's eyes are naturally black with no need
3

for Kohl, nor does his beautiful neck need any adornments:
'J? ' 3

11 I ^ L u L s -  <j f  ^ y + u  3b... t * }  ii ! jL~>d I j  i.l.>.)

His long eye-lashes are murderous and as effective as arrows piercing
4

Ibn Sahl's heart. Perplexing as they are, they guided grief to his heart:

^  J  I * ^  j  * J  f  c .  J J L &  f  L ^ - j    ? l I  j  A j Z - . -  .„s*a  J .  I r a ,■ a -  [

As to all Arab poets beautiful eyes are those described as ill for being 

cast down, Musa's eyes are like Ibn Sahl's til body and Musa's unfulfilled

1. Poem no. 117, line 7.

2* Poem no. 32, lines 3 -5 .

3. Poem no. 34, line 2.

4. Poem no. 35, line 3.
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1promises:
d  * I  i fc. ^  C - l  1 J  ! ■■! ■ 4 I i j  L i i  ^  fcJ^ . P  I  ^  f  ^A 1 ~* ’ /  ^ - -  ^  « *J  f  (_S^  ^

The mole Is most fascinating for Ibn Sahl who tries to find cut abcut its

essence. To him it is a black drop that fell from Musa's eye, it intended

to visit his cheek, but was attracted by the beauty of it so it stayed on his

2cheek permanently:

^ Jl  ̂ 0  ̂ /  J i

y>..m- - . ■ _ * £ ! I  d u l - j j  £ ) ■ »  I  L y - J  ( _ > ^ l  A . , . . . , 1 1 . .  J t l j j a  ^ r -  * f - ^ y a  j l n  ■> *  d J  L > - ^

«■*

j  J „ . , — —  o J I  ^ P  C * L r J L u <  L a  J \j 9  d j 3  ! j  .  1 , . . . , : > J  I  y  ^ y v - S j J  I  ^ y a  L > *
/  **•

3
And that:

a I  J — » J  I ^  d— C - j _ _ _ _ _ _ i  L i l l s  d L k s * L j  ^  I  f

Ibn Sahl alleges that the mole on Musa's blushing cheek is a part of Ibn

Sahl's black heart after Musa had shed Ibn Sahl's blood which made Musa's

-  -  . 4
cheek red and the mole is a sign of Musa's sinful deed:

I I  tj t  h J  J  l y «  d  1 1 .. I,  j, <, I . . . . . p  J  U J  [  L w  l ^ *

j j y - J f  *  - O j a - - - - d- - - - - l a  J ^ - t i  d  — i ) l - >  (jfS) — o J

and:^

* J  — »  J  L = J  I  I  I  » J  f ^ j  1 L _ a J

The combination of shy Musa's red cheeks and mole is about to make

his Khal's ambergris spread its perfume:^

1. Poem no, 41, line 4

2. Poem no. 60, lines 7 -8 .
3« Poem no,69, line 8.

4. Poem no. 56, lines 9-10.

5. Poem no.69, line 9.

6. Poem no. 5, line 18.



Cur poet is jealous of the cool breeze which passes Musa's beautiful 

face; a face which is smoother than the breeze itself:^

> _ , t r!, .> , r *k. *1 0
- ty iS b y  «i— I a j *..,  f I <i—v->-̂

*

Those beautiful cheeks are so red, as if they are bleeding as Ibn Sahl's heart

2
when they exchange looks:

1 i mf> I JfJ l  ̂̂  -1 - ■ i -̂ lP Î .J UU ^  J l C|jl. I d \ li -,J%j

The hair covering Musa's temples (  o ) guards his cheeks; and it is

as murderous and dangerous as snakes:^

^  L—*jj U. b'—,oJ! a t-J j  $ $ —̂ Aq ■' '

Along with his eyes, they make Ibn Sahl doubt his safety when he approaches 

Musa's cheeks:^

^  I — ^  1 j9  c l U L p J  ^  b  I  1— a J _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ( j _ _ _ ;  ^  I  u i c  j - o  I  I  c J L K a

Musa's thin waist is finer than a stalk of the ben-tree, so fine that
5

branches in tho garden nearly die in grief and envy:

J Jj -j  L f  v ! l I  ■«........... .....wr»-J1 I J

His beautiful mouth with pearl-I ike teeth, his sweet mouth water and dark

1. Poem no. 5, line 16.

2. Poem no.60, line 6.

3. Poem no. 145, line 3.

4. Poem no. 145, line 12.

5. Poem no. 41, line 2.
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lips are always bright:^
w*** %* -- £ £ **' Jt

(jJ J l oil J

Had it been possible to have pure wine from Hail, Ibn Sahl would

» «. 2
have thought that Musa's wine-like J  y  is a product of his mouth:

J j J  ^  I  J  I  - H P  ^  I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - A- - - - - - - - - - - - A - ,  V _ - ^  J  r l —...  <  ̂ h

  ̂ > t  t 3
Musa is the full moon though he is impeccable against its deficiencies:

d ' . ' * . j ' - * ® * !  I  j ■—n - f l l  I  £ ) ’■ * * '  4J  ^  Jr\P U - J  I  **. < ^ y l
*w-

Musa's voice is as sweet as if his words are sweetened by the honey of his 

mouths^
? - ft T ..t 1 r . -J

. —  * L o j  11 „ ^ L x d  f  . '  * p  j  I* * *  U J I  ( o J  [ S '  — S i  I

Absent Musa, who is the sun itself, would cause Ibn Sahl's eyes to fill with

5
tears as the disappearance of the sun behind clouds makes clouds drop rain:

L i L j l  q  I  J 1 ^  * - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - * * > £ 1  c J L L a a  I  w U L

Depressed by grief, ibn Sahl is anxious to hear Musa's words even though 

they are harsh
n - j  . j  ^  ^  _

-̂-—* -■ iiii ifrm* ^ 1 .ffi I ^ --r — - bi 1 n _ v,1 J L

1. Poem no.31, line 4.

2. Poem no.34, line 3.

3. Poem no.5, line 13.

4. Poem no.18, line 3.

5. Poem no.8, line 9.

6. Poem no.5, line 6.
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/  "He planted in my imagination like a mirror his sun-like image which

when reflected upon my heart raises flames in itu„̂
6 — C

L^JJ I Uj*. I til d I a I

The beauty of Musa's every part affects ibn Sahl. His eyes pierce his 

heart, his pink cheeks cause his heart to bleed, and so on. His limbs are 

so effective against Ibn Sahl's corresponding ones, though his heart is most 

affected by Musa's arrow-like eye-lashes and burned by his fire-like red 

cheeks.

Ibn Sahl's declining health is demonstrated in his pale face where

r -  2tears cause grooves upon his cheek similar to engravings upon a dinar!

dj\ LJ -Jill I (Jlo dj -------dj— Ja— will

He never has the desirable chance to enjoy looking at Miusa. When he wants 

; to see his beloved, so that he is banned from view, he pretends to sleep in

order to catch Musa's phantorr>his sobbing and dead-like state would bring 

him sleeplessness:^

dL—    *jî luua >J A ' -g uJ (^J L .  ij

it., i <1— .S J I ^ Luj d J Lcr̂ lJ LlU I J Iy

Ibn Sahl spends his nights in restless drinking of his own tears and 

smelling the perfumed memory of his beloved until he feels as drunk as if he

1. Poem no.8, line 10.

2. Poem no.62, line 4.

3. Poem no,5, lines 8-9.
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1

" e> " *- r -r *-

j . ..kv. rJ ( Wj" I%   ̂ 6t"* ...in Cj—j .  _jo ( j  ^  < ^ £ l \  Lj &. ft I i— f

.1 ** 
j— ^  Ix r  ̂  t c r^  u^W5  ̂o-** cV I J S . I

is in gardens surrounded by wine cups and musical instruments:
J  6 ^ 6

(j

Remembering Musa is something to our poet who would shed tears; he 

loves him so much that his eyes are used to sleeplessness and his body enjoys 

illness:

(jj...... ...j o-j I ̂  L—1. <*J Lj V—- j} ft ,.iQ Lft I—sJ b* ! (̂ Jp—■£*** I

Pessimistic about his love affair, Ibn Sahl would nevertheless be satisfied

  . 3
with remembering Musa when he drinks and when he sheds his J,red" tears:

£ ^ £ j;

His internal fire can be extinguished only if he kisses his beloved; but who
4

can hope to kiss the full moon:

6 # W
T J-J F jjJLrj, ^  I fjfS >̂,JF (̂ ysCUS, "̂1 d

Pessimism is dominant as it is in Ibn Sahl's love, and gives way to

Ibn Sahl's wishful thinking in a beautiful couplet recording inner conversation

5inside Ibn Sahl's mind:

( j > - F  ' i l j  u L s j !  f  L * 1  F I  < j I

(When despair assails his soul with "no" and "never” , hope replies 

with “perhaps" and "maybe").

1. Poem n o .60, lines 2 -3 .

2. Poem no.26, line 6.

3. Poem no.49, line 3,

4. Poem no. 50, line 1.

5. Poem no. 144, line 8.



Bright short moments when ibn Sahl meets Musa one evening are well 

described by the poet:^
s* +  a ^

y - h 1 l.k> F • J f- J  F 4 I-J cJ Juu

 ̂ -  *• ^ 
p-?fcd F̂  1 J f f  j«u*» 1 fc.111 11 ** i  I j  iJ-aJ IJ  iT

f̂ yj* t̂ , j-j jf  FyL ̂  I ( j J )  F— 'if jJr'i! f ( _ J >  F-yLi

(The night we were together overwhelmed us with darkness which filled 

our hearts with light. The moon all the while was envious in the horizon, and 

the stars were jealous. I drank the rays in a cup, and kissed inside his clothes 

a full moon.)

He enjoys being a slave of Musa and he never resents humiliating 

himself in being so. Those who blame Ibn Sahl for that find no response on 

his part:^

l ̂ ^  ^  J ,1 jJil ? F j ,  ^ i...... ts j  * Fyl L35

p fi
(_5------^ E  - M-iJ J J-jC bl t  ^ S i J  ♦ OlJjis

~ -  3The poet, slave of Musa as he is, appeals to him not to waste his possession:

cJ—1 1—a(j6Lfl-; d — i  cJojE _______

The miracles of the prophet Mioses are once more performed by Ibn Sahl's 

Musa. He is safe against drowning in Ibn Sahl's stream of tears just as Moses

1. Poem no.52, lines 4 -6 .

2. Poem no. 145, lines 7 -8 .

3. Poem no. 101, line 1.
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1was safe against drowning in the Red Sea:

' ■ ■■■———* L— Li (jr— . ft*  J f I d J b

J—=Id  F —9 Jjy— ».U ^  ( C ~*I . 1. .............„Jii J jd s d  f ^ * t

One notices that Ibn Sahl's iove-poems about Musa are a mixture of

description of Musa and Ibn Sahl's own personal condition aid state of affairs.

Ibn Sahl's declining health, on account of his love, his sleeplessness and

devotion, make him rank among the "Puritanic lovers". To be near and

to hear the beloved would give them unlimited pleasure and satisfaction.

Our poet, in this respect, is emotionally moved by hearing Musa's

2
name whose image is in Ibn Sahl's memory and eyes all the time.

^  1 1 h —Aj 1 'a/ 1 d . . . . . . . J J  k  f £  j - *  I U  lo

b J) cj* I j» l j I U 1 ’̂ Fj—J i *1»J 1  ̂ cJj bp?-- \J> j**t

He reminds us of Kuthayr whose love for Layla makes him see her wherever 

he goes even when he tries to forget her:
j  •**— p ^ * e j  p

J F 1—..... —rt.* 15s Laj  5 ^ F

Ibn Sahl's attitude is somehow clearer; his immagination rejects all

images except that of Musa who is seen in all things and all human beings.

3
Musa's name is the only word that Ibn Sahl really knows: 

liys*. ^  d y^ . ...—   >̂F fd- £) IS*

F 4̂ L  f— ^ U -  FyJ L . ^ ----------------------j---------- ^  j s '  ^  j

1. Poem no.56, lines 14-15.

2. Poem no.8, *«nes 16-17.

3. P^em no.86, l*nes 5-6 .
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As we have already seen, after embracing Islam, ibn Sahl loved a

Muslim youth named Muhammad.  ̂ This new affair occurred at a last stage

of Ibn Sahl's life. Few poems and Muwashshabat are to be found in his

diwan recording this love.

It is obvious, however, that Ibn Sahl expressed his love for this youth

and described him in the same manner he described Musa. Indeed, one

feels that had not Muhammad been mentioned, Musa would have been the
•  r

subject of his poem, for the black eyes, the thin waist, the gazelle-like

o
wariness, are the same for both. Ibn Sahl says of Muhammad:

I-... _jnlnJ! J_9 J_— Z z J  I j L T  jLo ^ lj £ L
^ j  ^

O 'Lj i.o  ' I L F

t - 6 '•   ̂ ^  O -
O 'LM=> * F d . ..—...Lan [j —j;

L ~ i Q ------ (£» £ys d Lo J 1.... d j----- i i  I—C
S - < -

His deep love for Musa and his devoted love poems addressed to him are 

interrupted only by his conversion to Islam which forced him to change the 

subject of his love from Musa to a Muslim youth significantly named Muhammad, 

though his true feelings were devoted to Musa. As a result, Ibn Sahl's emotion 

in his Iove-poems of Muhammad is not as high or warm as in his poems of Musa.

1. Supra, p .67.

2. Poem no. 147, lines 3 -4 , 8, 10.



Women were never the centre of interest for our poet. The few poems 

and Muwashshahat written by him on women are only a temporary and 

immediate reaction on seeing a beautiful woman. These Iove-poems, 

however, lack feeling though he claimed he loved the woman of whom he 

wrote his poem:^

—■ J (_y- J? f J f 2

0 r'”^n̂  f j y * *  I j \  ^  [ S jF F 4*■).i.~— J-a.9 s - F  L—*

He describes his female love in the same terms as he describes Musa.

She is a gazelle, well-guarded inside her house with no way for even her

phantom to go out, since all roads are blocked by lion-like guards. Never-

t heless those strong guards accuse her of misbehaviour and suspect that she

2
has drunk wine, though her way of walking is only because of tenderness:

.*& %* ^

ljj\—-a LyJla I   — q j   ̂ A.Tft p_a L *  y  t

s ? s
f*ya ^  j-ZJ iy L_aJ dy—— C-ks LstJ J-S ^  f ly—

£ y a  P  J ^ y L u f !  1— j j  f ^ j  J  L _ o j )  ?  c 3 l j U w

Another woman is described by Ibn Sahl. She is bright in appearance

and perfumed, as though she is made of musk and light. She walks slowly

1. Poem no. 148, lines 4, 21.

2. Poem no. 148, lines 6 -9 ,



like a sand-grouse, but in her looks she resembles a scared gazelle. The 

tips of her fingers are dyed with Henna like pencils of camphor taking 

from musk:^

jy i! cLlma. J f ^  UL>- cc  j-Hj I jJ> [. s— . j^J [ * d ^  l̂ oJ f 3j jb  I j  p

j y — c j *  L L l I I  ! ( j r W i J  [_ _ _  ..a .* ! ̂  ' L t j a l  f ^ — c j *  J — i u  c j j

1 5 ^ I ! , !  i* "•««" US’ h'I j  F(jo*^ c J j}=> jJ j

In another fragment" Ibn Sahl tells of a conversation between himself 

and a woman when he asked to be allowed to drink of her mouth's water in 

order to quench his inner fire. To his request she laughed and said: "It 

is inconvenient for a mouth with white teeth to meet one with gaps between 

its teeth ?

J  I J_o* yj>* Ly-J -<i to L̂—e ^ —a d .i,I.C U .v.t?l L ,

<■ 1. ....1̂ .1 I ^ ^  U ypft* * cJ Ls p5 -<C">vOn b

b) Wine-poems

Cur poet found great pleasure in drinking wine. He frequently went 

out with boon companions seeking pleasure to Seville's beautiful resorts

1. Poem no. 58.

2. Poem no.91, lines 1-2.



such as Marj al-Fi^lcIa, "The Silver Meadow", a l-* Arish, "The Shed",

and others. Ibn Sa* id, the author of al-Mughrib and a l-Q id li, was one

of Ibn Sahl's most intimate friends who accompanied him to those out-of-

door parties which Ibn So* id himself records in a l-G idh . In those gatherings,

wine was served and Iove-poems were sung by attractive singers. Ibn Sahl

thought of life as a borrowed garment to be given back soon. He asked his

friends to wake up and to abandon their day dreams in favour of pleasure

2
before life itself was over:

j  1— sCI - * * *  ^  [  y * _ » J  1 I— « F ^  cjr“ F— *  F ( j?  (j?  F I J  ^ — 5" ^  I

In a reply to Ibn Sa* id who invited him to a party, Ibn Sahl emphasised 

that wine was so important and life without it was useless and nothing would 

be a substitute for wine, not only in this world, but also in the hereafter.

O f the three drinks which will be available in Faradise, Ibn Sahl would

3prefer wine to milk and honey.

Those who blame ibn Sahl for drinking find him uninterested in their

advice. He asks his companions to disobey them and to follow a life of

4
enjoyment, passing the cups of wine one after another:

L j *  L a F J — S U  F -  ■» ^  ^

1. Ibn Sacid, Ikhtigar al-Q idh a l-M u*a lia , pp.73, 74, 75, 76, 77.

2. Poem no.44, line 2.

3. lbnSa*id, Ikhtisar al-Q idh a l-M u*a lla , p .74.

4. Poem no. 133, line 1.
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and:^

i  — P  F f t .  .—... ■ ■ *<**- ( y ^  C , ^ " ” ’  F ^  L ^ - "

Wine, according to Ibn Sahl, is as bright as day-light or as the sun itself.

He attributes to it the redness of the cup-bearer's cheek which is like the

. 2twilight, and roses have been lent its best appearance. He writes:

* * * * * * * * * *  * *  *  . . . .  j  |— |  j  1 . 11 — . y - * J  F 5 "  f . . , . , .  L a

and;^

6>-> — J

d _ — « .  L + I  J  j > F  (  j  E—c  f J  *1 m> d  Jj>-  ̂ Lw^J fi 4 -

The wine-jug is like the neck of a gazelle,the wine its blood. With such

wine, when the breeze passes over, a blush almost floats above it, so bright

it is. Weakness has affected it and, no doubt, drunkenness too, so that it is

4
blamed for stumbling:

* ji—LnJl d—Jj9 JlyjU  F Gl J , J jFy—P ^— trr S iifi  ̂  F 3
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In a love-poem about Musa, he askes his boon-companion to question

the cup as it shines in its colour and brightness: was it a rose they dissolved

in it or was it the red cheeks of the cup-bearer. Their very souls greet the

1. Poem no. 110, line 11.

2. Poem no.42, line 1.

3. Poem no.75, line 3.

4. Poem no.42, lines 5-7 .



wine-glasses, sweet as tales of reunion are welcome to the ears of lovers.

When the boon-companions “kill" it with water as they drink, they actually

revive their worn out dying hopes. When wine is mixed with water it rises as

if the water has stung its purity while the voice of the singer is as though a

. 1sourcerer is murmuring:

-sUJ I 4 — p [ f O 3 3 f <3* 6T"* 9 —^ f
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c) Nature-poems

The beautiful scenery of Spain was adored and celebrated by Arab 

poets living in that part of the Islamic Empire. Ibn Khafaja, for example, 

is considered one of the best of Andalusian poets who devoted so many poems 

to nature in their diwans.

The attitude of Ibn Sahl, however, was different. The few poems which 

have come down to us are said to have been extemporised while Ibn Sahl 

was walking with his friends. Fascinated by the scenery, he uttered those 

fine descriptive poems. 1 take the liberty of using Professor Arberry's 

translation of one of Ibn Sahl's descriptive poems which he composed late one 

afternoon in imitation of Ibn ‘ Ammar's poem:

tS  J"~ I O  1 »Jl9 p.7U,l Iy yJ* f  Jf pA-iu * I is J v  F J w! I

1. Poem no. 96, lines 1-4.



no.

Ibn Sahl said:^

1. The earth had put on a green robe, whilst the dew was 

scattering pearls on its slopes.

2. It stirred (in the breeze), and I supposed the flowers were 

camphor there, and I thought the soil there was pungent musk.

3. And it was as though earth's lilies were embracing her roses- 

mouth kissing red cheek.

4. And the river between the meadows -  You would suppose it

to be a sword suspended in a green harness;

V  5. And the slopes ran along their side, so that I supposed them

to be a hand tracing lines on the page,

6. And it was as though, when the pure silver (of the river) gleamed,

the hand of the sun turned it into yellow gold,

7. And the birds -  the preachers of them -  were standing there,

having taken for a pulpit naught other than the Arak-tree.

On a similar occasion Ibn Sahl calls on his boon companion to drink

2
one cup after another in beautiful surroundings and to ignore the blamers:

I *j_9 ^  f  i ii.H. i.o 'il ^

1. Poem no.53, lines 1-6, 8.

A. J. Arberry, Arabic poetry, a primer for students, p. 134.

2. Poem no. 133, lines 1-14.
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The clouds have watered the meadows

Full of sympathy, for the meadows' drought, the clouds have sent 

down their "tears".

The lightning is a sword, and the clouds are battalions showing 

their fear of the edge of the sword.

The branches of great trees are affected as if they have drunk wine 

from the clouds.



The "gazing eyes" of flowers have sent arrows to grief.

They (the flowers) are planets except that the sun has not been 

able to conceal their light.

They express their gratitude to the generosity of the second rain 

with smell of Darin musk.

As if shyness has lowered their eyelids for not thanking it (the rain)

Their yellow gilliflower hides its perfumed breeze from day light 

and brings it out to darkness,

As if it has thought of darkness as an aroma so it appears to imitate 

its perfumed breeze*

Or that the Khiriyyi is a young maiden prepared to show her 

hidden beauty to her lover at night and expected his visit.

On seeing the "face" of the morning she hid in fear and made her 

eyelids calyces.

The east wind brings forward perfume from it (wine) like a 

lover greeting his beloved.

In spreading perfume if resembles the breath of a beloved but in 

sickness it is like the soul of a lover.

The river added to the beauty and fascination of the beautiful surroundi 

and poets found in it a source of inspiration for comparisons and similies. To 

Ibn Sahl, that great river of Seville reminds him of the "Kawthar", the river



in Paradise, mentioned in the Koran. He describes the river when the 

sun casts its beautiful rays on it. He writes:^

e  (i , ■* c
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The sun had cast its garment on it (the river), so you supposed 

that it dragged a yellow dress.

The birds had sung for the dancing tree-branches above the stream, 

while they dragged proudly their cloak.

It was as if the "hands" of spring-time had embellished the "necks" 

of the tree-branches with diamonds.

And it was as if its whiteness and its green fruits were a mouth 

smiling under the cheek of a grown-up.

Replying to an invitation from Ibn Sa‘ id, he spoke of days and nights 

they spent together on the meadows by the river which had extended its "wrist" 

which the blossoms hoped to kiss. Dark were the shadows of the trees as the Kohl 

in the eye:^

1. Poem no.62, lines 2-5.

2. Poem no. 155, lines 7 -8 .
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One day, at sunset, Ibn Sahl was walking by the river, he extempor­

ised:^

^ ...........  -fp- J m !ĵ a-U & ( J £y>*j3 J.....—-fjj f j —1  ̂ ^
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1. A river, whose heart the sun has filled, it hides an interior 

love desease.

2. The wind shows its surface an impure dress while the sun 

casts over it a polished swords

3, For the departure of the sun, the river is so depressed that it

has drawn together its violent love for fear of farewell.

The Gulf was most impressive to ibn Sahl who would visit it seeking

the pleasure of watching the great river of Seville in the late afternoon.

2Cn one occasion he asked a friend:

t—J  ̂1)1*1^.! f fj it I I m.9̂ ^ub*j f tJ
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1. Poem no. 114, lines 1-3.

2. Poem no.74, lines 1-3.



1. How would you like to visit the Gulf when the "face" of the 

afternoon is dyed with memecyion tinctorium (it has become 

golden in colour)?

2. The garment of the late afternoon has become so fine and the 

"rose" of the sun has bloomed on the river's cheek*

3. You would play with silver solvent running constantly in it 

(the river) and the gold solvent (wine) in the cup.

Speaking of the sunset and the twilight by that time, Ibn Sahl thought 

of the twilight and the green meadows as the cheek of a beloved and the 

( Idhar grown on it. The sun itself looked pale watching it and pulled up 

the "tail" of farewell in order to leave. The sun was like a lover seeing the 

* Idhar of his beloved appearing, so he consoled himself and left unconcerned:^

Lâ yJUll Ĵ J l J d j  111  9 nQ* <i WCui, 1
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Playing on the meaning of the colour of twilight, Shafaq and the root 

shafaq, pity or feel emotion, Ibn Sahl sees the colour of the setting sun 

as though it is someone who in the throes of emotion at parting from the beloved 

ones had scratched his face until it bled. The red colour of the sun meets the

1. Poem no.78, linos 1-3.



116.

bay and combines to produce the blushes of youth with the tears of lovers.

The reddening sun falling in the west is like a wine cup falling from the

1
fingers of a cup-bearer:

lJL j  C 6 fl
(j) I  ^ A * ̂   ̂  ̂ ^

(J) L j t £ £ y >  I C*whjs°- Ji> [----IS <■..< rnj> I f ^* «*-* ^
(j} I . ui_n„l ! I kla j  J I I .ftJ L? ^ L J  I "si

3  I— „ b I IS3 IS* * c i , nc»*o ^ ! y l  cĴ JLu

The green meadows, presumably in spring-time, all bedecked, made 

Ibn Sahl suppose they were preparing an army. The branches swaying in 

the wind looked like spears, not yet straightened or supplied with heads.

The branches had been watered, otherwise he would not have distinguished

the sword from the stream. The light, falling on the stream, had fixed many

2
a blade into its coat of mail:

LJ
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1. Poem no. 98, lines 1 -4 .

2. Poem no. 106, lines 1-4.
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Praising Abu al-Qasim b. Khalas, Ibn Sahl invited his patron to 

drink wine in the early morning. The dye of darkness (of the night) has been 

stripped, and its tail was set ablaze by the rays of the sun. With the coming 

of dawn Chamomil appeared on the slopes and withered on the stars. The 

roses, like (blushing) cheeks, bled when the eyes of the narcissi gazed at 

them *}

s  j  jt
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In a poem in honour of Ibn al-Banna, Ibn Sahl speaks of dawn. To

him the first light breaking through darkness reminds him of black garments

of mourning being torn off, revealing white chests. Darkness opposes, but

light breaks through, just as false evidence tries to oppose clear proof.

The red horizon, the dawn, and darkness, are like blood, sword and the

2
parting of one's hair:
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1. Poem no. 110, lines 1-3,

2. Poem no. 92, lines 5-7 .



The shadows of fine branches across the narcissi, are like Kuhl

]
pencils across beautiful eyes:

I jjJU ĉ iLLJU I I — 1

The Lapis lazuli (Lazaward) shows its dazzling brightness, you would

2think the colour of blue eyes has been dissolved in it:

*J3-------------- 1 J— ^
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Cur poet speaks of a quince which has descriptions of both himself

and his beloved. It has the pale colour and patience of the poet of his

apparent illness, but the hardness of the heart of his beloved and the fine
3

smell of his breath:
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Relevant to the poems of nature are the descriptive lines scattered in 

other poems; the following are some examples:

1. Speaking of Ibn ai-Banna's courage, Ibn Sahl reckons that the sword,

4jealous of him, wept its sheen as tears of brightness flowing down its edges:

(JJJ  -"-q < 5 . P 4. X——jBjyV-9 4—Jo OL*u>«J I

1. Poem no. 146, line 4.

2. Poem no.150.

3. Poem no. 159.

4. Poem no.92, line 21.



2. The sudden flash of lightning recalls the flashing sword of a 

courageous man or the heart beat of a coward. It (the lightning) tears the 

mourning garments of the night with a gaudy hand or pierces its coat of mail 

with a spear J

[■.<.*4 .j <4—.&j- J jj 1 |̂ _j X .io 3*3-!  ̂ ^

3. Speaking of Abu a l - ‘ Abbas b. * Isa and his courage in the battlefield, 

he writes:^

in a situation where the "tail" of death is long and lives are short, 

black lances with victims' heads attached to them are like branches, with the 

fruit on them.

j — * S J  1 5 ^  C - L  L ^ J  I  I  ^  - - - - - - - - - &J3  d — 9 ^  L x S l  f  jO u*»  Q  \ S

Similar to this is Ibn Sahl's description of al-Yanashti's swords in

the battlefield; he left through striking the heads of the enemies, their
3

helmets were dented and looked like crowns:

v l )  —̂ = ? * ■ * - '  f  W - l  1 (J T &  L j l S ’ f   ̂ t d y b l l  1 ^I *+*

In war when his courage overflows like the billowy sea, the lives of his

4
enemies are shorter than the lives of bubbles:
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1. Poem no. 144, line 15.

2. Poem no.55, lines 12, 14.

3. Poem no. 140, line 12.

4. Poem no. 12, line 11.
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4. Seeing a youth looking pale after having been of great beauty,

1Ibn Sahl said to him:

Your cheeks were oh how fine,

How full of glowing grace 

Until that sprouted there,

Your beauty to deface.

And then your cheeks became 

a candle that, a lack 

Extinguishing its flame,

Reveals its wick is black.

5. In a panegyric of al-Yanashti, he describes his vessels of different

colours; the black boats draw attention with their blackness and on the

2water appear like moles on the cheek :
*LJ! j >- ,3’̂ i tests' jJIjj

d) Panegyrics:

Ibn Sahl's panegyrics are second in number only to his Iove-poems.

Whether he was in Seville, Minorca or Ceuta he praised governors as well

as other dignitaries, some of whom are hardly known to us, others not at a ll.

1. Poem no. 125.

A .J , Arberry, Moorish Poetry, p. 24.

2. Poem no. 140, line 22,



He follows the traditional themes of praise celebrated by Arab 

poets. Noble descent, generosity, bravery, decisiveness and other virtues 

are highly praised by ibn Sahl. In addition to previous merits he stresses 

the importance of his patron's firm readiness to defend Islam and to defeat 

its enemies.

Whereas Ibn Sahl tends to tackle the main theme directly and without

an intervening introduction, one notices that a number of his panegyrics open

with a traditional introductory section, long or short, on wine, love or a

description of nature, from which the poet successfully proceeds to the

main theme. The poet would heap all conventional virtues upon his patron.

Noble birth is stressed since it is a source of pride for the Arabs. Ibn Sahl,

for example, speaks highly of Ibn Khalas's ancestors as well of his tribe

Quda'a:^*
& -  * * -
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. . 2 For every trait Ibn Khalas inherited, his own merit gave him ten more:

{j Mtf i U lj| f £̂——Ls*- Q.i J LtCill { Lj (J f ■ * [ u I

Ibn Sahl points to Ibn Hakam's descent and to his high position among

3his tribe, Quraish:
t  j  .

1. Poem no, 154, line 20*

2. Poem no.46, line 34.

3. Poem no.47, lines 8-9,
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Scholarship, piety and eloquence were well praised by Ibn Sahl 

especially when he praised patrons who were distinguished by high 

education, or deep religious feelings, or who were outstanding writers 

and poets, like ibn Hakam and Ibn al-Banna. He speaks of Ibn Hakam as 

a scholar and a hero who always disperses the darkness (of ignorance) and 

raises the dust (of battle). His words and his gifts made ibn Sahl know 

that the sweet Euphrates might give pearls:^

o  ̂ J k*” I L-* ^  jJ I I pi LsJ I
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Ibn Sahl would have thought Ibn Khalas's persuasive and eloquent speech

2was magic, except that his patron*s piety prevented him from thinking it so:

Ibn ai-Banna, who was a distinguished writer and a poet, impressed Ibn Sahl

3by his refined style, Ibn Sahl said of his literary works:

J r* ^ P —
t-V"*3  ̂ I £y *---- ■ ^

1. Poem no.47, lines 19-20.

2. Poem no.46, line 21.

3. Poem no.92, lines 25-30.
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1. You have spread in the western horizon every unique word 

of which the East is grieved and shocked,

2. As they spread out they are like the full moon, like it they 

gleam, but never to eclipse*

/3* Like maidens’ smiles, even sweeter to touch/
/ '

4. Whenever they are repeated in an assembly everyone looks 

in wonder: are they original sheets being uncovered or 

vesicles of musk opened.

5. Some of them pour out their praise, others are silent in their 

impotence. So one half lavished praise and the other bends'̂  

silent heads.

6 . Your poetry is such that the sun itself wishes it could wear 

it, and be stripped of its own bright light.

In praising al-Ramimi, Ibn Sahl points to his fine speech as well as to 

his decisiveness and courage. His forebearance and bravery are as bright and 

murderous as bright and shooting stars. When al-Ramimi speaks, Ziyad
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(al-Nabigha) finds no attentive audience and when he fights, a l-N ^ m an  

b. al-Mundhir calls for plunder. His power has stripped the non-Arabs
1

of their glory and his eloquence has made the eloquent Arabs speech less I

1  ̂ t | 1 ... ■■ 11—1.1—11 ■ A- j f 41
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Ibn Sahl speaks of Ibn al-Banna's piety which makes him fear no one

2but God and of his generosity which makes him extravagant:

t-_9j , I ' l n  < J I  y_si J  d—_l3 ^  j  Mi . i . îIj-I f cLtS 1..— a

v’  ̂ —
Whereas poets compared their patrons' generosity with the sea and the

raining clouds, Ibn Sahl went a step further. He tried to show that his

patrons were even more generous than both the raining clouds and the sea,

and at the same time made it clear that his patrons gave willingly and

happily while raining clouds were gloomy in their stinginess. He writes of 
3

Ibn Hakam:
*
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1. Poem no, 12, lines 6 , 8 , 10,

2. Poem no, 90, line 18,

3. Poem no,47, lines 31-32.
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: . 1O f the same patron he writes:
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Rain stays longer over I bn Khalas's land for knowing that he is its

equal. If the clouds ever try to withhold rain, as soon as they see lbn

Khala.s's excessive generosity, they give more. How can rain be his equal

when it is one of his good deeds?

it is noticed that lbn Sahl compares his masters with natural objects,

his generosity with the sea, and the raining clouds, his firmness with the

2mountains and his goodness with the sun and the full moon:

( j f  I s- C - L o ^  J  I 1

and:^

j
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The poet thinks of his master as superior to the firm mountain except 

that he enjoys a feeling of sympathy, more courageous than the lion except 

that he feels pity, and the pleasant cool shade, except that he is more

4constant and brighter, and like the sun but without its burning heat:

nl̂ 111* i —hl9 '̂ tJU t 3 l-t Iff dj_&__4__fS  ^£1 \ S
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1. Poem no. 116, line 14.

2. Poem no.7, line 28.

3. Poem no.7, line 12.

4. Poem no.98, lines 28-29.



126.

When he compares his patron's intelligence, high position and 

brilliance with the stars, the poet observes that if the stars had but a fraction 

of his characteristics they would nor have appeared small to the eye of the 

beholder:^
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In decisiveness his patron is like the sword except that the latter

2lacks intelligence:

!— I I <lLa ^ J* ^ j  J  I >* *1

In the battlefield, his master attacks the enemy with a smile on his

lips as if he were meeting friends rather than emies, as if blood is wine and
3

arrows are flowers; for to him war is wine and sweet basil:
rv -*
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and again:^

L '*>£ j  L—a 5  f_ .  b  1 j . .. L k l  1^ \ j  L i   ̂La ,jJ  [ ^

His sword is in rivalry with generosity like rival-wives in the domestic

5scene:
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1. Poem no.47, lines 16-17*

2. Poem no. 130, line 7.

3. Poem no.30, line 31.

4. Poem no. 130, line 17,

5. Poem no. 130, line 13.



In combat he makes his opponent's shield a coffin for him, his

1
saddle a chopping block:

d—p J j  j —£ <jJ I J  j  Li»

In war he leads the horse forward while lives retreat, makes victory

2smile while his swords weep blood:

b J 1 ( J I 1 dj-t JLa  ̂ Cy*

lbn Sahl's patron does his favours in secret but his courage in the

3battlefield is performed in public:

Jt Sr fi ^

ly   d S e y ^ f t * I d —̂SlSLŝ  d, P ̂   ̂ 0 ^ ^

lbn Sahl in many poems speaks of his patron's influence on nature

and on people. In his patron's presence the weather becomes favourable,

and hot days become cool. His era is a lasting spring-time and thorny

trees, thanks to his presence, become flowers. Under his feet pebbles

4
change into pearls and dust becomes spreading musk:

J (y  ».* (f . . > y i j  I <J kiS} b y j b  *jc- biX-O -̂

c ■*** e
j  L -,* ? . f L ^ - i . / k  j b J J  4JU ^ b <')l I

■ * * > -» - - 
j  I. ,<*fi C-Lmia L̂ -.k. J I *—.1 j l j J  " j  tJ JjuLfl-J /-L>c| CLcJtO 1̂

1. Poem no, 130, line 18.

2. Poem no. 13, line 19.

3. Poem no.46, line 17.

4. Poem no.42, lines 35-37.



Because of him the past envies the present and Time in his era is a 

continuous feast. His era is superior to others. Even among nights there 

are masters and slaves:^

>'■ iC Ctlj L j  >̂A>. [ <J-J I '**"*‘-jp* ^

1 it [j j J 1 J  lj "i di U> i,1iirf».f>iaĵ  * * ̂ t-Je j I |1 yO 1 -*

iJ j... , i ,i ,. imqy -I,1, *'•* L J J  f £_yv̂- dj\. it,.,, CLJ [ Cl__9̂ {3^*$

In a poem on lbn Hakam, the poet speaks of his master's miraculous

blessings which would make water spring from a rock had he walked on it,

and a touch of his fingers would make a withered plant put forth leaves 

2
and blossoms:

_  ̂ 's: , ^  > \
I Jjj JjJ I [■■„,»- ..A^i [ f

.. —:  ̂ ^9  { j } j j  b Lull rfi ..... j j  IjLt-j 2 1̂— -#1 a I

Though people have differences and quarrels among themselves, they

3are united in their love for the poet's master:

£ wfi
^  (j)—i  ̂ f wld  ̂  ̂...i1? tJ Ip I bJ \$

4or:

*1 d^S  ̂<lTul L-J L ̂ n»i | flj l >M>%J fcA J (  ̂ml. b l

1. Poem no.28, lines 2-5 .

2. Poem no.47, lines 12-13.

3. Poem no. 140, line 32.

4 . Poem no, 1, line 14,



129.

Owing to his generosity, the rich and the poor alike hope for his 

rewards; the strong or weak take refuge in his territory:^

L d J 15* , t ^

^  L̂ -S-wLsj, 15*  ̂A . J-  ̂ Jjdi ^ 5 j ^

2
The same idea is used for lbn Hakam by lbn Sahl;

^ f ^  ^ ........‘»q ^  ■ \ âjsws J  LLJ i j  2 L ,

. ...I .« <_U ̂  ( ŷS> U 1J “̂l^J 15*  ̂ I I. , ,.£ ^ vJ J “* I ,*, * f, ny^** <*‘<̂ 9

Muslim Spain in the 7th Century A. H. was under constant threat

from the Reconquist activities and trying to defend Islam in that part

of the world was a most difficult task. Though no effective resistance was

made by the semi-independent governors, poets kept praising their governors

for their courage and firm resistance, lbn Sahl was no exception; he

pleased his patrons by praising their role in defending Islam and casting

fear in the hearts of its enemies. He spoke of lbn KhalGs who frightened

his Christian enemies so much that they worshipped his sword and made it

their God; such a sword blocked every road around them so they became

3captive in their own territories:

( di «».J f î JLw I L^- j*_5̂   ̂ O5 4— Lw-9

ljk—— \y L̂xJ j ĴjJ 1 »>....4.Lp j*..........Iff JL? 1̂

j — I f I5-w Is '*r*£> Jud y Ĵ5 g Ip JjJ

1. Poem no. 140, lines 33-34.

2. Poem no. 116, lines 10-11.

3. Poem no.46, lines 10-12.
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For lbn Hakam, governor of Minorca, who paid annual tributes to 

the King of Aragon to leave him in peace, lbn Sahl found it easy to defend 

such an arrangement yby illustrating lbn Hakam's wisdom in using his money 

to win over the hearts of his opponents. Such effective policy excelled 

the effectiveness of swords and arrows:^

j 9 _

■r- —

 ̂ i j p  { j — .^U L5 d* t ® b  ^

I j ---- «a*l I j j L a .I I J l̂ bJ I f j J

Though the general opinion among Muslims in Spain and North Africa

in lbn Sahl’s time was that they lived "too late in time", which meant for

them that the best time had passed, lbn Sahl tried in his panegyrics to

emphasize that it was an advantage that his patrons appeared in the later

periods of time, for so flowers spread their perfumes most widely in the late 

2
afternoon:

j  L & j ^ « - L f e  j . . —  —  ... — . _ ^ , r » L ^ 0 L ; J !  L —

It was a traditional attitude of the Muslims in Spain and North 

Africa to think highly of the Islamic East and of its unrivalled achievements 

in literary as well as material works, but lbn Sahl pointed out that his patron's

1. Poem no.47, lines 38-40.

2. Poem no.42, line 22.



achievements made the East inferior to the Islamic west, or that Baghdad

]
and Egypt envied Ceuta.

and:

c -L J j

2

<oL>w«sJ ( 1

\ j - * *  i—-t-lijC [<j 6 LUar. CI-iJJIp ^  iJLoJ J fcL.oJ f ^y Ls-'tvĵ

and again:'

0 f *
0 w* .?
. *4 « £ J J (  c d ^

lbn Sahl often ends his panegyric with a request to his patron to

accept that "virgin" poem of his and he indicates cleverly his hope for

rewards:
flt j  wLsiJ J  w L sd  \  f c i l o

%  I j K  f } A

andf*

f j

_JJ' (jic c h il'jlj

Jf U ..s. / O'

*L&J 1 5 j  ^  cL*^

The poet asks permission to kiss his patron's hands which are like 

6
raining clouds:

c j

1̂  L-sjoj
*•»

f i J  — w
I U -^-J 1 c J b  cJ t i5

1. Poem no. 98, line 30.

2. Poem no.46, line 26.

3. Poem no. 140, line 30.

4. Poem no. 1, lines 16, 19.

5. Poem no.30, line 44.

6 . Poem no.48, lines 42-43.
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Lrv̂ . m.1 f  ̂ yS> f *j! f iw*I»^3 f , wt [ kJiL1̂  [^ L ( wJ ■ In *A Li>

One cannot help noticing that lbn Sahl, in his panegyrics, plays

with words which lack real warmth of emotion; such a fact makes him

frequently endow different patrons with the same virtues. However, this is

not always the case, for we find him sometimes expressing deep emotion as in

the two poems he wrote, one in honour of lbn Hakam who had just rescued

the boat in which lbn Sahl was travelling, and the other in a poem in honour

of lbn al-Banna. ^

lbn Sahl does not make his patron's power or w ill exceed that of fate 

-  . 2as lbn Hani* does. The only two lines written by lbn Sahl which might be

3considered falling into this category are:
j? . . | ^ j  j  *■ ** _ &

j j i i  j J  f Lai f JH-__J f ^  Li cli (J J Up
^

These two lines, however, simply mean that he urges his patron to exercise 

his authority. The vicissitudes of time will not disobey, and events will 

submit to his w ill.

1. Poem no. 130, and poem no. 92.

2. lbn Hani* writes for example:
j l— Ĵill j —̂ f^Jl clj Li !—* i  U

lbnHani>, Diwan , p .76.

3. Poem no. 140, lines 1-2.
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e) Elegies :

lbn Sahl wrote five elegies; at least, these are what have come down 

to us. Four of these elegies are of considerable length and the fifth is 

only four lines. Three of the five people whom lbn Sahl eulogised are 

unknown to us; lbn < Isa (poem no.43), Abu al-H ajjaj (poem no. 131) and 

Abu Muhammad (poem no. 36); the other two were lbn Ghalib (poem no. 105)
M .

and lbn Khalas s mother (poem no. 127).

Though poets in their elegies simply praise the dead, some of them,

Arab and non-Arab, go deeper and analyse death as a phenomenon which 

life itself is bound to lead to.

In his elegy on lbn Ghalib, lbn Sahl speaks in the first nine lines 

of Death's serious attitude to people, as compared with men's light-hearted 

attitude. We sleep but the strokes of Death never sleep for a moment. One's 

life does not last for ever and uncertain Death is a warrior whose opponent 

can never stand firm. One's best fortune is that which one misses, one's 

worst enemy is that which one cannot oppose. The vicissitudes of Time are 

but a sea of misfortunes whose shore is death and in which all human beings 

are destined to drown. Those who seek reliable fortune find that its ropes 

wear out, and those who seek to escape find its cords a ferocious trap, Greater 

are its misfortunes than the grief of a man in fear, mightier its calamaties than 

the resoluteness of a wise man. The warrior's coat of mail did net save his



life , nor did the protective coverings of the pacifist keep them back/ ”From 

meeting death 7 *  lbn Sahl then asks: What use »s it that our considered 

choice is against death, but our nature leads us to it? How can man be 

safe or escape from arrows pointed towards the vital parts of his body?

&— j  LyJ Lod ^  Ĵ J I

--.J y  ^   ̂ *  »̂1Jp J  t_y'd  ̂ ^
e  — e *  _ 0

J,3LaU *"il ^  I Î  <i. . . . , i . I l_13  ̂ ^  j  j  I I^

aJLs*- L«< Ĉ cJ Iy <s Lsyi j9 ^  I *■ t.■ ■■ .‘i I * - d   ̂  ̂^
5 -J *“ **

HlJJ f  ̂\ j  K$ *̂’~"’" ■"■'■"■■'' l-j--** ** Uji I ^

I...1 [y 11 ( ĵs>- ii„.<. 

<t,.—— I Oic U CL-j-*ci3 ^  y j  .......^  JLaaJ C«ft. ■OC 1 i i i. ft j

? d— -lS'Lŵ  Ia* ^ i  6 bî  b—;j  Lj.>» f I o^J f L:

? di3 Lao L^3-j-*u U >.' _g I ^  wlc  ̂ *■ h is  j  ̂  ̂  ̂W*  ̂** ŷ. ^

After this lbn Sahl speaks of lbn Ghalib and his character, generosity, 

courage, e tc ., then he speaks of the rewards awaiting him in Paradise for 

the good deeds he did in his life . His death left its mark on those who knew 

him and who are now mourning him, for their lives have become empty 

without him. Then lbn Sahl proceeds to express his deep condolences to 

lbn Ghalib's son and praises him. He is sure that as he is a branch of that 

great tree he will achieve similar greatness.

In poem no.43 lbn Sahl begins his elegy with five lines speaking of the
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calamities of Time which befall free men and he asks if Time has reason 

to wreak vengeance on men. He confirms that at the death market only 

gold and silver (noble men) are in demand but not base metal (unimportant 

people). Then the poet stales that this world is a territory where mis­

fortunes arise and lives are demolished. Though one wants to take vengeance 

on death for the beloved whom one has lost, in time one forgets, for death's

wounds do heal. Life is but a borrowed garment; death has stripped (Abu 

1
a lA b b a s ) of it.

? j b  o M J  J-a "V-j ------- * . ^ 1
r*

J *  J

k— < I'l imffli* ̂  II L f t i  t Lip L  ^  I ( ^

J  L— -iA6 S<j f ^ V— I I-. . . . f j  I <J d 3  LijJ (J

j .  I  ■ 1 * 1 ic  { j }  I ( ^ 7 ” ^ "  ^  ^  f

1 o d I Lxj I L& «*—r ” L —̂*e tVujio- J f

Then the poet expresses his sorrow, loneliness and impatience after

Abu al~* Abbas's death. He writes that his days become black nights and

2his nights are like days because of sleeplessness.

J  L * ~ J  L  t  ( J - J  A  .......... ^ ^

He wishes that he had shared the rest of his life with him; or else that he

1. Poem no.43, lines 1-5.

2, Line 7.



1shared his painful death and that they were buried together:

J  ̂ T9"- «- t—— 1 t  jyl 4  I - ...Ijk  L  (  \f^  I

j  f . 1— Sxl f [S' (jj Jj ,̂J f ,J I ft 1$ L

j \ y ^ 1 ^ —Jll [ d jx d  I— d ( * —5 d— !L*SL*v gl
f* W -

After this, lbn Sahl proceeds to enumerate his late patron's merits:

generosity, courage, resoluteness, etc*

In mourning lbn Khalas's mother (poem no* 127) the poet points out

that people blame Time which should not be blamed, for it is the work of

Fate. Courage and caution have been exhausted by the traps of death where

lions and gazelles meet the same destiny. Death takes away the peaceful

man and the warrior; the covert of gazelles are to be empty and the dens

2
of lions are to be depopulated.

j* L- ,—̂il [  o <CuU I—-*o ̂  lô J 1

f I j  ^ I U

 ̂t ^  ( j.— Lj$1 ( ^  i v_-y ^  I U.I119

lbn Sahl expresses his astonishment over the fact that at the "well"

3of death, bitter as it is, people crowd nearby to drink from it:

1. Poem no.43, lines 10-12.
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The poet* wonders how death could find its way to a noble lady 

who was well guarded by her powerful son. But it was Fate; otherwise 

it would have been war waged by her son in defence of his mother. The 

poet regrets her death which would cause piety, generosity and sound 

opinion to cease. Nevertheless her good deeds would make rewards 

awaiting her since the moment she was buried.

f) Sat i re

The poet has not left us many sat ire-poems. Only three fragments 

comprising nine lines in all have reached us. Whether they are the only lines 

which lbn Sahl wrote it is not easy to say. The general characteristic feature 

of lbn Sahl's satire is his lighthearted attitude which is reflected even on satire 

when he, walking with his friend lbn Sa‘ id, saw lbn Hajjaj, a too proud 

governor with a fissure in his lip. The poet immediately commented in a 

couplet that any one who hoped to get any favour from that governor would 

read the word "No" written on the governor's mouth. ^

lbn Sahl, in two lines, satirises a minor poet called lbn al-Oasir who 

apparently pretended to be a poet of great importance, lbn Sahl ridicules 

him because he is imposing himself on poetry with no poetical talent, making 

himself appear like a black spot on the cheek of poetry. When imru* al-Gays

1. Poem no.23

lbn Sa( id, Ikhtisar al-Qidh al-Mu< alia, pp. 140-1.
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leads the crowd of poets in the hereafter, lbn al-Qasir will not be among 

that crowd. ^

The third and longest sat ire-fragment by lbn Sahl is the one which 

he wrote on lbn Abi Sman, a Jurist. He speaks ill of him for licking the 

date-wine at night and “disguising" himself like a rat the following day 

when he goes to court. He looks as if he certainly has not performed 

ob lution.

lbn Sahl, for being a Jew or a convert, could not have a sharp tongue 

to use in satirizing people who would find it very easy to take revenge against 

him. Another reason for his not having written a great number of satires is 

lbn Sahl's easy going temperament and light-hearted attitude to people and 

life.

1. Poem no. 2

2. Poem no.63.



2. Muwashshah

The Muwashshah and its sister genre the Zajai are purely 

Andalusian products which became the source of pride for Muslim Spain 

in the field of Arabic literature. The “invention" of the Muwashshah is 

attributed to a native of Gabra in the third century. Muhammad b. Hammud 

al-Qabri is said to have been the pioneer of this genre.  ̂ Later historians,
_  _  _  _  _ 2

lbn Sa* id and lbn Khaldun report that it was Muqaddam b. M u‘ afa al-Q abri.

The dispute over the identity of the first writer of the Muwashshah can never
*

be settled unless a new discovery of decisive information is made.

The early Muwashshahat are lost to us but some description of them

is narrated by lbn Bassam (d. 542 A. H ), the author of al-Dhakhira Fi

Mahasin Ahl al-Jazira. He reports that the poet composed his Muwashshah

using half-lines of poetry, only most of it was in unorthodox and abandoned

metres, using a popular (‘ Ammi) word or a foreign (A* jami) word in what

lbn Bassam cal Is the Mvarkaz, On this Markaz the poet placed the Muwashshah

3 -without any connection or hemistich, lbn Bassam's brief account of the early

1. lbn Bassam, al-Dhakhira Fi Mia has in Ahl a l-Jazira, part I, II, p . l .

2. lbn Sa* id, al-Muqtataf Miin Azahir al-Turaf folio 41.

lbn Khaldun, The Mluqaddima, III, pp.440-1.

3* lbn Bassam, al-Dhakhira Fi M\ahasin Ahl a l-Jazira , Part I, II, p . l .
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Muwashshah gives the impression that the early Muwashshah was composed 

of Aqfal and a Kharja which he calls all Marakiz, with out any Adwar 

between the Aqfal and without any inner rhymes in the Aqfal or the 

Kharja. Then, according to lbn Bassam, came Yusuf b. Harun al-Ramadi 

(d,403 A. H. ” 1012 A. D .), and he was the first who expanded the 

Muwashshah by creating several branches within the Aqfal. This was con­

tinued by the poets of his period such as Makram b. Sa‘ id and Abna b. Abi 

al-Hasan. Then came ‘ Ubada b. Ma* al-Sama’ (d. 422 A. H. = 1031 A .D .)  

and his innovation was the introduction of inner rhymes (Tadmin) within the 

hemistichs (Aghsan) of the dawr in the same manner which al-Ramadi applied 

in the Aqfal.  ̂ lbn Bassam is obviously silent about the introduction of the 

dawr itself which is more important. No examples of this Muwashshah are

cited by lbn Bassam* The role played by lbn Ma* al-Sama* is ascribed by

. . - t -  -  2al-H ijari to ‘ Ubada al-G azzaz. The similarity in names confuses the

ascription of an early Muwashshah .to these two poets. Al-Kutubi ascribes

it to ‘ Ubada b. Ma* al-Sama*, while al-Safadi ascribes it to ‘ Ubada a l-
*

Q azzaz.^

1. Ib id ., Part I, II, p .2.

2. lbn Sa‘ id, al-Muqtataf Min Azahir al-Juraf, folio 41.

al-Maqqari, Azhar al-Riyad, II, p .207.

3. al-Kutubi, Fawat al-W afayat, I, p .426. 

al-Safadi, al-W afi bi al-W afayat, III, p. 189.
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The Muwashshah In question is an example of a complete 

Muwashshah with a prelude (M atla*), four Gufls, five Dawrs and a 

Kharja. Inner rhymes are applied in the Qufl as well as in the Dawrs, 

The poet writes:
*  a  c

J J I f Ĵr—*5 O—̂ 3 C

'ill-------------------------J>------
¥* -r*. ^ j |

t .,4n l*J ! I v—*̂ .(̂ 5 c..?, ...-,
a v- &

' i  f I £) ti O  I j  I ^

The Kharja of this Muwashshah is written in literary Arabic:

(_>J—p tiLuiâ - C'Jr̂  l̂ *i <_*------------U ^

CJI--------------̂

A similar Muwashshah by ( Ubada b. Ma* al-Sama* is cited by al-Kutubi. ^

This Muwashshah has a prelude, four Qufls, five Dawrs and a Kharja. It is 
• —■■■

the oldest of the genre which has reached us. The poet died in 422 A .H . 

(1031 A. D .), hence the Muwashshah was complete in form by the beginning 

of the 5th century A .H . and was to continue like that for the following 

centuries except for the occurrence of more inner rhymes in the Gufls 

and the Dawrs.

The Kharja, the last Qufl in the Muwashshah, is its most important

part. The poet writes it first and then he completes the composition of his 

2Muwashshah. lbn Sana’ al-M uIk writes that the Kharja should be written

1. al-Kutubi, Fawat ai-Wafayat, I, pp.427-b.

2. lbn Sana* a l-M ulk , D ara l-J iraz, p .32.
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in dialectical Arabic or in Romance (A< jam!), and if it is in Romance it 

ought to be written in the most popular form of that language.  ̂ To him,

the Kharja must be spicy, snappy and written in the style of lbn al-H ajjaj

as regards its foolishness, and in the style of lbn Quzman as regards

2incorrectness of speech. These rules of writing the Kharja in colloquial

Arabic or in Romance were not always the case. A great number of Kharjas

written in literary Arabic are in existence, lbn Sana* a l-M u lk , finding

himself in front of a great number of Kharjas in literary Arabic, eases his

restrictions and prefers the writing of Kharjas in literary Arabic if the

Muwashshah is a panegyric and the name of the person praised is mentioned 

3
in it. He goes a little farther and says that it could be written in 

literary Arabic if the poet is capable of using light-hearted moving

4vocabulary, otherwise he must write it either in colloquial or in Romance.

By surveying a great number of Kharjas one comes to the conclusion that many 

of them are written in literary Arabic although they are not panegyric but their 

themes are love, wine and the like.

The Kharjas written in Romance have suggested to many observers 

the possibility of the Muwashshah being derived from and based on folk

1 . Ibid. , pp.30,32.

2 . Ib id ., pp.30,32.

3. Ib id ., p. 31.

4. ib id ., p .31.
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songs written in the local dialect of Spain and which were in circulation

before and during the Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula.^ On the other

hand, Nykle and Hartmann among others argue that the Muwashshah is

2purely an Arabic product which sprang from the Musammat. It is not 

the aim of this thesis to reach a decisive judgement on the subject which will 

be open for discussion for many years to ccme until earlier material of 

both Muwashshahat and Romance popular songs is discovered.

The Muwashshah was associated with singing and melodies since its 

themes were, by and large, love and praise, lbn Sana' a l-M uik reports that 

the organ was the dominant musical instrument accompanying the singing 

of the Muwashshah though other instruments were used but to a lesser 

degree.*^

The fact that the Muwashshah was written to be sung gave the poet 

great freedom in applying abandoned metres and exercising modification in 

the orthodox ones. Classical poetry was the work of the poet alone btit the 

Muwashshah enjoyed the touch of the melody which would produce it in an 

acceptable manner to the listener, lbn Sana* al-M ulk reports that he was

1. G . Gomez, Las Jarchas Romances De La Serie Ar°ke  En Su Marco, p .34.

H .A . R. Gibb, Arabic Literature, p. 110.

J.B. Trend, The Language and History of Spain, p .69.

2. Nykle, Hispano-Arabic Poetry, p. 387.

M , Hartmann, Das Muwashshah, p. 213.

E. I.  ̂ “Muwashshah".

3. lbn Sana* a l-M u lk , Dar al-T iraz, p.35.
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struck by some Muwashshahat with, when read, no metre that the ear

could detect,  ̂ although when sung they were made to fit into a rhythmic

pattern by arbitrary contraction or lengthening of the syllables. Between

these two extremes are many that can be scanned in accordance with a syllable

system possibly derived from the quantitative classical metres, but noticeably

different from them; they raise intriguing problems on which the last word

2
has yet to be said.

The 6 th century A .H . saw a number of excellent Muwashshah poets, 

among whom were: A l-A ( ma al-Tutili (d. 520 A .H .), lbn Baqi (d. 5 4 0 A .H .) ,  

Abu Bakr b. al-Abyad (d. after 525 A. H ,), lbn Baja (Avenpace) and lbn 

Zuhr. Their Muwashshahat marked the zenith of the genre in form and popul­

arity. The poets of this period no longer restricted their themes to love and 

wine. They praised their patrons in Muwashshahat which were sung in their 

patrons' presence. Avenpace, for example, wrote a Muwashshah in honour 

of lbn Tifalwit, the Lord of Saragossa, and made it a melody for a singing- 

girl who sang it in lbn Tifalwit's presence, lbn T ifa lw it, deeply impressed 

and delighted by the Muwashshah, gave an oath that Avenpace would walk

1 . jb id ., p .37.

2. W. M. Watt, A History of Islamic Spain, pp .119-20.
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home on gold. The poet, fearing the embarrasing consequences of carrying

out the oath literally, thought of a device which was to stick a piece of

gold on the heel of his shoe so that the oath would not be violated.^

The Muwashshah was later employed for more themes including:

satire, elegy and mysticism, lbn Hazmun of Murcia who was alive in 614

A .H . eulogised, in a Muwashshah, lbn Abi al-H ajja j a military leader from

2Valencia, who was killed in the battlefield. The same poet wrote a number

of satire-Muwashshatiat cited by lbn Sa* id in his book al-Mughrib but they

3
dre omitted from Shawqi Dayf's edition because of their obscene language.

Abu al-Hasan al-Shushtari (d. 6 6 8  A .H , -  1269 A, D .) and lbn ‘ Arabi, the

-  4two famous mystics, expressed their ideas in Muwashshahat.

In the time lbn Sahl lived the Muwashshah reached its perfection 

in form and theme. Though he was considered by critics as one of the best 

Muwashshah poets he wrote 37 Muwashshahat only. His themes are love 

and praise. Six of his Muwashshahat are panegyric,^ eight are on Musa,^

1 . lbn Khaldun, The Muqaddima, III, pp.444-5.

2. lbn Sa*id, al-Mughrib Fi Hula al-Maghrib, II, pp.217-8.

3. Ibid ., 11, p. 216.

4. E J . \  "SbushtarT".

E. I , 2, 11 lbn al - lArab7"

5. Muwashshahat nos: 14-18, 28,

6 . Muwashshahat nos: 1-5, 7 , 8 , 36.
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1 -  2six are on Muhammad, one on a handsome youth named Ghalib, another

3 -  . 4on lbn Fudayl, and one on Abu al-Tahir. The poet wrote 3 Muwashshahat

5on women. Eleven of lbn Sahl's Muwashshahat are on wine and love

without revealing the names of the beloved ones.^

lbn Sahl's Muwashshahat are all complete (Tam), i .e .  with a prelude,
*

except five which are Aqra* (without a prelude).^ The number of pauses

-  -  S
(Aqfal) in lbn Sahl's Muwashshahat varies from four to seven. The Qufl

is usually composed of one or two lines; each line has two hemistichs.

This type is usually called Basit (simple) but if it is Murakkab (complex) then

it must have a number of inner rhymes within each line of the Qufl and the

internal rhyming letters must be repeated in the corresponding inner rhymes

in the subsequent Aqfal. The highest number of inner rhymes in lbn Sahl's

9
Aqfal is five; he writes for example:

1. Muwashshahat,nos: 9, 11, 13, 22, 24, 25*

2 . Muwashshah no. 1 2 .

3. Muwashshah no. ;2 l.
«

4. Muwashshah no. 23.

5. Muwashshahat nos: 6 , 19, 37.

6 . Muwashshahat nos. 10, 20, 26, 27, 29-35.
*

7. The Aqra‘ Muwashshahat are nos: 3 , 9, 24, 25, 30.

8 . An example for a Muwashshah of four pauses is no.37, and for a
Muwashshah of seven, no. 15.

9. Muwashshah no. 26.*
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j l j p l j Z ) # *  y i S i l S  *U J lc jL ,  j f ; l  U J j

The Dawr in lbn Sahl's Muwashshah also varies from a simple

Dawr (without inner rhymes) as the following:
J  « • * -  o  ^  o J f

. 1

<£»_ ... nr;.*) , i, .c  ̂ L*u
> -  -  *

— — — - - * * r *  ̂ ,!**-......... -,-n I 1 cf J i,.M,,r LJ iiflj

to a complex one of three or four inner rhymes; he writes for example:

1 J J 1 d—“i <S

■if* f—°-i ---3 0 — s iU b J Ip l j *  f> L..U

' j U® I J <*y

O „ o ~
'- y —i j 0 * k  U

£ v irf
tJ jjkJ  1

and:^

j .  l*~a I — L y - J

^ u L - , 0 > J  ( 'if J sU j j y  P <..1 .JL-J f

lbn Sahl's Kharjas are written in literary or colloquial Arabic.

4 . 524 of them are written in literary Arabic, and 12 are written in colloquial.

It is not certain whether the Kharjas of 11 Muwashshahat (nos.27-36) were 

written by the poet in literary Arbic or whether the copyist Arabicized them, 

since they are cited only by Manuscript of the Diwan which is written

in Eastern Naskh handwriting and the copyist has a tendency to Arabicize

1 . Muwashshah no. 13.
9

2 . Muwashshah no. 26.

3. Muwashshah no.4»o

4. Muwashshahat nos: 1 ,8 ,1 0 ,1 2 ,1 5 ,1 7 ,1 8 ,2 0 ,2 1 ,2 3 -5 ,2 7 -3 7 .

5. Muwashshahat nos: 2 -7 , 9, 13, 14, 16, 22, 26.



148.

and:^

some of the colloquial Kharjas such as those of Muwashshahat nos: 6 ,

13 and 14.  ̂ Two of lbn Sahl's Kharjas contain non-Arabic words; these

2
Kharjas are:

j \  aJ ySb I .S  d 

^ j  [ y  f y *  , j j  I— £> *>[— a ^  j

0 4) >•
<Sj \ I fl I I I J jj f f I wL—J>» Lv*<J I i...«0 ^yX>i2I

*j —    f d I^ *! ^  f i tj jjlp 1 a

The words:: and .i ;>r. are obviously non-Arabic and they are likely

to be Romance though I was unable to trace their origin in dictionaries.

The Kharja of Muwashshah no.37 is a line borrowed from lbn a l-

t 4M u‘ tazz and the same line was borrowed by lbn Baqi before lbn Sahl.

Ibn Sana* a l-M ulk notices that some poets borrow lines from other poets

5
as well as Kharjas for their own Kharjas.

1. I believe he does so because they are written in colloquial Spanish-
Arabic with which he is not familiar. He also omits altogether the 
A* jami Kharja of Muwashshah no. 11; such an omission supports my 
view thaTTie is not familiar with either the colloquial or the Romance 
language.

2. Muwashshah no. 11.*

3. Muwashshah no, 19.*

4. Ibn al«Mu( tazz, Diwan, p. 141.

Ibn Sana’ a l-M u lk , Dar al-T iraz, p .33.

5. Ib id ., p .33.



M* Soualah notices that Ibn Sahl, in one of his Kharjas, uses 

colloquial Arabic spoken by the Jews in Spain. The Kharja is of 

Muwashshah no. 6  and the two Judeo-Arabic words are: J 0 .\  ̂ •« L

He reports that<_^— } $ feminine while -̂----5 Js an imperative form of a

masculine noun whifch is not the normal usage for either literary or colloquial

Arabic, it is only common among the Jews in the regions of Tiaret and

Frendah in Algeria. ^

The Kharja of Muwashshah no.32 is likely to be the last Qufl and the 

latter is the original Kharja for its words, though in literary Arabic, are so 

simple to the extent that they sound colloquial. The Qufl reads:
g &

 1̂ ..... .r**3 I f I J ^

 J I I ^ ------  —f  ̂ 0  ^

while the Kharja is:
— i f  * r  * *  “*

tS * y  -'̂ *3  ̂ 1 (_<r- — y"** I ^*' "*̂  J

-C

Both the Kharja and the Qufl are preceded by a simt suitable to precede a

Kharja since it ends with 't/he words Qultu and Sihtu.

The rhyming scheme in Ibn Sahl's Muwashshahat varies from one

Muwashshah to another. By arranging his Muwashshahat in groups belonging 
» *

to the same rhyming scheme I find that they are of 17 different schemes. The

1. M . Soualah, Ibrahim Ibn Sahl, Po£te Musulman D ’Espagne, 
pp. 178-9.
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simplest rhyming scheme in Ibn Sahl's Muwashshah is

______ A _________ B

__________ C

 c 

 c

_________A B etc.

2
Another scheme is:

_______________A

_______________A

 B _____ B

 B _____ B

_______________A

_______________A

Each line in the Qufl of this Muwashshah consists of four branches (Aghsan) which 

agree in rhyming letters with the corresponding branches in the following 

Qufl and so on to the end of the Muwashshah, In this Muwashshah, each
v * '

Dawr consists of twoSimts (ditches) and each Simt is of two parts. A ll parts 

have the same rhyming letter but each Dawr, unlike the Qufls, has its own

rhyming letters. This example of having the same rhyming letter in all parts 

of the Dawr is not always the case, but what is always observed is the repetition

1. Muwashshah no* 37,

2. Muwashshah no, 16.
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of the same rhyming letter in corresponding parts of the same Dawr. 

Another example of Ibn Sahl's rhyming scheme is:^

______ A _______ A

 _ B ______ A

________ C

________ C

________ C

________ C

______ A _______ A

 B  A  etc.

2A fourth example of his rhyming scheme is:

______ A _______ B

______ C _______ B

 D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E

 D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E

 D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ E

_______A _______ B

C B etc.

1. Muwashshah no. 1.

2 . Muwashshahat nos, 6 - 8 , 10 ,11 ,14 ,17 ,19 ,22 ,30 ,36 .



As mentioned before the Muwashshah, by the time of Ibn Sahl,

reached perfection in form and theme. So Ibn Sahl did not introduce any

significant development to the Muwashshah genre.

The popularity of Ibn Sahl *s Muwashshah. prompted poets of later

periods to imitate it* Ibn al-Khatib (d. 766 A. H. z 1374 A. D .) , Ibn

Zamrak (d.795 A .H . = 1393 A .D .)  and al-SafadT (d. 764 A .H . = 1363 A. D .)

were among many who imitated Ibn Sahl‘s Muwashshahat. Ibn Sahl's

Muwashshah no.2 was imitated by Ibn Zamrak. Al-Maqqari reports that

many a poet imitated ibn Sahl's (no.2) Muwashshah, but it remains unrivalled.

Al-Safadi imitated Ibn Sahl's Muwashshah no. 6  and described the excitement 
■ *

3
which he felt about Ibn Sahl's Muwashshah. The most popular of Ibn Sahl's*

*r . . 4Muwashshahat is no.6 , which Ibn al-Khatib imitated. Later poets also

imitated it, one of them being Abu al-Fadl Muhammad a l - f Aqqad of the 10th
* *

5 Tcentury A .H . It was also imitated by Ahmad Shawqi, the best of Arab poets

6in modern times. A poet living during the reign of al-Mansur the Sa*did
' 7

(959-1012 A .H .)  wnfte in the style of Ibn Sahl's Muwashshah no.8 .

1 . al-M aqqari/ Azhar ai-Riyad, U, pp. 184-6.

2. a l-M aqqari, Naffc a l-T ib , V , p .71.

3. al-Safadi, Tawsht* al-Tawshit», pp .161-3.

4 . al-M aqqari, Nafh al-Jib , IX ,p p .271-2.

5. al-Maqqari, Rawdat a l - ‘ As a l - ( Atirat al-Anfas, pp. 15-16.

6 . A. Shawqi, al-Shawqiyyat, II, pp.214-23.

7. al-Maqqari, Rawdat a I-*  As a l-* Atirat al-Anfas, pp. 29-30.
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(3) Prose

Only two of Ibn Sahl's letters are extant although i am convinced

that he wrote many letters which are,unfortunately, lost to us. The poet

is reported to have held the post of secretary to Ibn Khalas the governor 

1of Ceuta. Among the duties of such a post-holder is writing and answer­

ing letters on behalf of his master. Ibn Sahl must have spent a considerable 

time in Ibn Khalas's Emirate since the number of poems and Muwashshahat 

which the poet wrote in his honour is great.

The two extant letters by Ibn Sahl are of the "ikhwaniyyat" type.

-  . 2One of them was sent to a friend, presumably to Ibn Sa* id, in Algecivas.

-  3
The second was sent to Ibn a I-Banna.

The first letter begins with 6  lines in poetry in which ibn Sahl 

expresses his constant longing to see his friend and his desire to visit his 

beautiful land, and that since they departed the poet's mind was always 

occupied by his departing friend. Then he proceeds in prose to express 

his helpless state of affairs for his loneliness has caused him to be depressed 

and the joyful time they spent together when delightful conversation was ever 

dominant in the beautiful resorts where they used to meet are always on his

mind. The poet longs for those by-gone days like an old man longing for his

1. Al-Kutubi, Fowat al-W afayat, 1, p .41.

2. Supplement to the present edition of Ibn Sahl's Oiwan.

3. Anon., ai-M um ti‘ ai-Sahl, folios 23-5.
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joyful youth. The letter altogether is of 18 lines, of which 10 are in 

poetry.

The second letter, sent to ibnal-Banna, comprises 59 lines all 

in prose. It is different in character from the previous one sent to Ibn 

Sa< id. Ibn Sa<id was an intimate friend, the classmate and boon- 

companion of Ibn Sahl while Ibn al-Banna was a sort of patron to Ibn Sahl. 

The poet praised him in fine poems and expressed his gratitude for the 

favours which Ibnal-Banna bestowed on him. Because of that Ibn Sahl's 

letter to Ibn a I-Banna reflects the poet's admiration, indebtedness and 

gratitude to this dignitary. The poet speaks highly of Ibn al-Bannas refined 

diction and his mastery of language and literature which refreshes one like 

a cool breeze or vesicle of Musk. Ibn Sahl ends his letter by stating that it 

is written by the slave of his (Ibn al-Banna^) favours.

The distinctive feature of Ibn Sahl's prose, as can be judged 

from these two letters, is his keenness on rhyming prose (Saj*) which makes 

the end end of every two or three phrases have the same rhyming letter. He 

does not over-employ the $ajtf techniques to have only one rhyming letter 

occur in the end of every phrase from the beginning to end as some of his 

contemporaries do, nor does he employ the letter in every word throughout 

the letter as Ibn al-Jannan, Ibn (Amiraor al~Rufayni do. ^

Rhyming prose, however, was at that time the characteristic 

feature of Arabic prose in a ll Arabic-speaking countries. Rhyming prose

1 . Ibn ‘ Abd a l-M ah k , al-Dhayl wa al-Takmila, V , part I, pp.327-50.
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like the Badi* devices, became so fashionable that writers sought it as 

an aim in a manner which on the whole was at the expense of ideas, 

though regarded as the most fascinating of writing techniques.

General observations

One notices that Ibn Sahl is so keen on employing the Badi* devices 

in his poetry and Muwashshah. Metaphor, simile and personification are 

also found in both genres: poetry and Muwashshah. Of the Bad!* devices, 

Jinas (assonance and alliteration) and Tibaq (antithesis) are employed 

to such an extent that they are hardly absent from any line of poetry written 

by Ibn Sahl. Tibaq and Jinas are less employed in Ibn Sahl's Muwashshahat.

The following are a few examples where Jinas occurs in Ibn Sahl's 

poetry and Muwashshah; he writes:^
^ . j . ,

*  . .3 J ,  . . . -  W-T— ~}  ♦ ♦ * « * s ' * A * I »

 L (to break up) and  ̂ (silvered) are of the

same origin ^ ----while .&JL (to take away) and * - ■ ft (gilded)

are derived from the same root ^ ^  J

-  2Another example of Jinas is:

J} to v* j  ^  p—
r f.. . .  J . ?  I  » l^ j J  L j s *  1. ■ I  .  I j  O - " '1 I

I -r/ I r-

1 . Poem no.5 line 17.

2. Poem no. 105 line 5.



J L -  (ropes) and (traps) are derived from the same

root word

In the Muwashshah the Jinas is obviously evident in the following

Dawr:^
*

i L * J j j  4— l  l 1 _ p  i L i ____ *

(charging someone falsely with a crime) and c?UJl

(gathered fruit, harvest) are of the same root ____ ?. while 1—jJU* (he

who chastises or causes pain) and ^  \ (sweet) are derived from 

the same root , . \  e

2
Another example of Jinas occurs in the following Kharaja:

I J_>„r=»3 ĵr*u_aJ d*53* 1................   ^ I O"”^

o
tj*-.— 1 ? (soul) and (breath) belong to the same root word^  2?

hence the Jinas is evident.

On playing with words and producing a fine Jinas Ibn Sahl writes 

in a Dawr:^
jJ  I ** Lno ^ jÔi-aJ <5 I !° ■ o

& a
^ t—J*v <1 ■■■ 11 <5 ' *c P i

1 . Muwashshah no. 14.

2. Muwashshah no. 1.
*

3. Muwashshah no. 2.
*



One can easily notice that ^  c is repeated three times but

each time it has a different meaning; first it means an eye, second it 

means water spring and third it means an evil eye.

A few examples of Tibaq may be mentioned here; Ibn Sahl writes 

the following:^

d 11 <t) d-̂ -1® 1 d——;

The Tibaq is clear between 0  L* (ornaments) and J Lae

(want of ornament) as well as between ^  wU# (charms) and v y —

(defects).

-  . 2
Another example of Tibaq is:

(if veils him) is in contrast with (it reveals him)

while ..$L» (unveiled) is in contrast w i t h ( v e i l e d ) .

3A third example of Tibaq occurs in the following:

- -  ̂ -  •s' a
' v ' J  ^  ^ kl) is * Iw I  ̂C JL̂ J I (

fi
(he protected against) obviously contradicts d

(he permitted to) and ^ ^  (well protected) is in contrast with 

(well exposed). The last two words: j  — and .  ̂ produce Jinas

1. Poem no.5 line 13.

2. Poem no.7 line 1 1 .

3. Poem no. 12 line 19.



since they differ in the last letter only.

Ibn Sahl's employment of Tibaq in Muwashshahat occurs in 

1
the following Dawr:

i  9— - l r \  a l  1 ( jr»  b ' l  
** *

1 ^ 1 > - 1 — 'L s j  

1 : 1 1 ull-sv

 b (hard) is against ^ ---- 1 (soft) while (gentle) is against^^JL-

(tyrannical), j  (faraway) is obviously in contrast to < y lj (near),

Another example of Tibaq in Muwashshah is evident in the 

2following Dawr:
H

i •** *L<AI

*̂5 b 1 (jj bû

(wounded) is against j« — -..J bu (safe, uninjured) and J— J1

(sleeplessness) is against^   J?b (sleeping).

The Badi‘ devices, however, had been fashionable for the 

embellishment of poetry long ago before the time of Ibn Sahl, The Badi*

was known in the islamic East and it was Muslim b, al~Walid (d. 208 A .H . /

3 _ -
833 A. D .) who first employed it in poetry. He was followed by Abu Tammam

1 . Muwashshah no. 1 .♦

2. Muwashshah no. 9.*

3. E. I.  ̂ "Muslim b. a l-W alid".



159.

(d. 231 A .H . ) who surpassed and eclipsed him.  ̂ The Badi* found its

way to Muslim Spain and Arab poets of the Iberian Peninsula. Ibn

Zaydun (394-463 A .H ./1Q 03-1070 A, D .) for one used the Badi* which was

-  2so evident in his famous ode in Nun. Ibn Bassam (d. 543 A .H . /1 147 A .D *)  

who defends "the modern poets", writes that: "Excellence in the field of 

poetry is not monopoly of the ancients... The modern poet had much to

3be proud of." He thinks of Badi‘ as "The back-bone of poetry ... the

standard by which its merits are judged, and through which good poetry

4is distinguished from what is spurious." He describes the attitude of people 

of his epoch by saying: "At present, people do not like the verse which is

-  5devoid of the Jinas and other devices. " The favourable attitude of

people towards Badi* continued in later periods; Ibn Sa* id, a friend of

Ibn Sahl, writes that: "The ancient poets constructed the body of poetry

6and the modern poets ornamented it ."  This admiration of Badi*, expressed 

as it is by one of Ibn Sahl's contemporaries, explains our poet's keenness

1. E. 1.^ "Abu Tammam".

2. ibn Zaydun, Diwan, pp.4 -8 .

3. ibn Bassam, al-Dhakhira Fi Ma ha sin Ah I a i-Jazira , i part I, p .2.

4. Ib id ., I part I, p .6 .

5. Ib id ., i part i, p .203.

6 . Ibn Sa* id, * Unwan al-Murqisat wa al-M utribat, p .4.
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on employing Badi‘ which is an ornament without which poetry is "spurious".

Ibn Sahl's Badi‘ is produced in a desirable manner making it sound 

so natural that a reader, familiar with Ibn Sahl's poetry, may think 

of and predict the exact word which the poet is about to write.

Husn a l-T a ‘ Ml (ingenious assignment of cause) is reasonably 

evident in Ibn Sahl's poetry. He writes for example, in praise of Ibn 

Khalid, that though the governor came to govern them late in time, it was 

only because flowers spread their perfume in late afternoons and that the 

extreme piercing part of an Indian sword is its most important part and 

being in the end does not make it shameful:^

J  1— j  H j j j ---J |, ..................   rs j L ^S  1 J  bPL.

S J  fi ^  Jt
J  b*«D b  I AjL.b  (i I I f lk M J U  1 I ^  , V.I n i  1 O

r

The poet justifies shedding tears on the absence of his beloved,

2since clouds send down rain when the sun disappears:

j-sJ LJl* L

The balance between pairs of phrases is preserved by Ibn Sahl. He 

writes for example:^
*-*■ p_______________________________________________________ _I | A mt £ M ^ ^ q I

L i CLa }  i  JSI L i

1. Poem no.42 lines 22-3.

2. Poem no. 8  line 9.

3. Poem no.7 line 13.
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And:1

A j  ^  j J  I  (  *  A I. .  J  £ ^ W ?  --  A J  f  - V ■' " j V A H f l J  ^ A U } » * "
o ■" " »  ̂ T

2
And again:

l j  i I-** * «  * * ( 3 °  ^  1^ ...<a J  1 l - s b i i j  ^  iiia  I * h * J  1

ibn Sahl's poems and Muwashshahat are written in literary simple

Arabic. One hardly comes across any archaic words used by the poet.

His mastery of Arabic enabled him to write his poetry and Muwashshahat

with no incorrectness either in grammar or in metres. The only error

which he made was an occurrance of an Mta* (repetition of the same

3word as a rhyme in less than seven lines in the same ode).

Ibn Khaldun writes: . • those who desire to learn the Arabic

language must memorize much material. The quality of the resulting

habit depends on the quality, type, and amount of the memorized material.

Those who memorize the poetry of Arab Muslims or the poetry of Habib

(Abu Tammam), a l - ‘ Attabi, Ibn al-M u* ta z z .. .  will acquire a better habit

of a higher order of eloquence, than those who memorize the poetry of

4such recent poets as Ibn Sahl or Ibn an-Nabih . . . 11

1. Poem no. 12 line 21.

2. Poem no.48 line 22.

3. Poem no.47 lines 55,58 w h e r e ^  is the rhyme of both lines.

Ibn Qutayba (al-$hHr wa al-Shu<ara, / pp .95-7) and al-Marzubani 
(a I-Muwashshah.. .  pp.4-5) give an account of poetical defects.

4. Ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddima, 111, pp.392-3.



Ibn Khaldun's statement does not discredit Ibn Sahl because 

it has been the custom of Arab educators to recommend to the young, 

in order to fa s te r  Arabic and to acquire a high standard of eloquence, 

that they memorize master-pieces of literary works by pre-islarmc, 

early Islamic and Umayyad poets and writers. Koran has always been 

top of the list of recommended texts for memorization to reach that goal. 

Ibn Khaldun himself recommends that selected poems by Jarir, Dhu a l-  

Rumma and Abu Tammam to be memorized.^ Therefore it is not out of 

the ordinary that Ibn Khaldun recommends earlier poets and excludes 

later ones like Ibn Sahl and Ibn a|-Nabih from his priority list.

Quotations and expressions from the Koran, the Idadith and poetry 

by outstanding poets like a l-A f sha, al-Hutay’ a, Abu Tammam and others 

are incorporated by Ibn Sahl.

Ibn Sahl's poetry lacks deep thought and philosophical ideas 

which one comes acorss in works by Abu a l - ( Atahiya, a l-M a ‘ arri or a I -  

Mutanabbi. The poet does not concern himself with writing poetry on 

fortitude (Hamasa) nor does he boast in his poems; this attitude could only 

by attributed to his Jewishness which made him reluctant to write on such 

themes. Na Zajal poems were written by Ibn Sahl who might have thought 

that such genre was not for him but for less important and minor poets.

1. ibn Khaldun, The Muqaddima, ill, p .393.



What Ibn Sahl is credited with is his fine diction and poetic words which

he chooses to express his emotions and ideas. His poetical talent is of a

high standard and his place among his fel low-Andalusian poets is

undoubtedly high. The poet's contemporaries as well as later critics thought

highly of him. Ibn Sa‘ id, a close friend of the poet, calls him the poet

and Washshah of Seville per excellence. "After al -Sabuni, " writes Ibn 
• •

Sa< id, "no other poet excelled or rivalled Ibn Sahl who was like the full

moon among poets though he was not yet twenty years old. To appreciate

Ibn $af id's opinion of Ibn Sahl in comparison with ai-Sabuni one should

mention that the latter was thought of by his contemporaries as the best

2poet in his epoch in all Spain. Ibn al-Abbar speaks of Ibn Sahl as one

3of the intelligent poets and men of letters.

The finesse of Ibn Sahl's poetry is said to have been caused by the 

combination in him of the "submissiveness of being Jewish and the sub-

4
missiveness of being in love J JJUJl J J t "

In line with the previous general opinion goes a judgement by 

Muhammad b. Isma< il the Nasrid prince (d. 733 A. H .) who commented on

1. Ibn Sa<id, Ikhtisar a l-Q idh a I-Mu* a I la, p. 73.

2. Ibn al-Abbar, Tuhfat al-Qcdim , p. 161.
Ibn Sa*id, a l -Mughrib Fi Hulff a I-Maghrib, I, p. 263.
Ibn$a*id , Ikhtisar al-Q idh al-M u*al la, p .69.—— . . 1

3. Ibn Taghri Bardi, a I -Manha I a I -Safi, I, p. 51.

4. al-M aqqari, Nafh al-T ib , V , p .67.



three lines written by Iron/ al-Qays, al-Mutanabbi and ibn Sahl by

saying: "Between them is the difference between an Arab King, an

Arab poet and a Jew under the doctrine of Dhimma.

Ibn Sahl's poems and Muwashshahat were so popular during the

27th century A .H . in a il Arabic-speaking countries* On hearing the

news of Ibn Sahl's drowning, a man of letters commented: "The pearl

3returned to its homeland . [ j  jl! 1 j  jU  " The popularity of Ibn

Sahl's poetry and Muwashshah continued in later centuries after his death. 

Many a poet imitated his Muwashshahat and two books were written on him; 

one (anonymous) titled ai-Mumti* al-Sahl Min Shi‘ r wa Tarjamat Ibn Sashl 

gives an account of the poet's bi ography and recites some of his poems and 

Muwashshahat, and the other is byal-lfram  titled a I-Maslak a I-Sahl Fi 

Sharh Tawshih Ibn Sahl appreciates in detail the literary and linguistic 

aspects of the poet's Muwashshah.^

1. ibn al-Khatib, al-iljata Fi Akhbar Gharna.ta, I, p .541. 

ibn al-Khatib , al-Lamha al-Badriyya, p .78.

2. E .G . Gomez, a I-Shi* r al-Andalusi, pp.35-6.

3. al-MaqqarT, N a fh a l-T ib , V , p .67.

a l-lfran i, al-Maslak al-Sahl, folios, 14, 15.
Ibnal-Q adT, Durrat a I-H i ja l, I, p. 15.

Ibn al-Q adi ascribes the comment to a I-Mustangir the son of Abu
Zakariyya the Hafsid prince.

4* The first book, al-MumtH al-Sahl, is a manuscript owned by the late
FI.Id. tAbd al-Wahhab of Tunis, and the second, al-Maslak al-Sahl, 
was lithographed in Fez but I used a manuscript copy preserved in the 
National Library in Rabat.



As late as 1909 A . D. some of Ibn Sahl's fine poems were sung

accompanied by music in North Africa as J. Joly reports that Ibn Sahl
]

poem no. 144 was sung in Algiers.

1. J. Joly, "Chansons Du Repertoire Alg£rois", Revue Africaine, 
272-3, pp.46-51.

s

nos.



CHAPTER IV

THE PlWAN

Although Ibn Sahl is thought of by his fellow Andalusians as one of 

the best .poets of a ll Muslim Spain, his Diwan has not had the opportunity 

to be scholarly edited like other Diwans of Andalusian poetsi Ibn Zaydun 

Jbn Daria j, Ibn Shuhayd, Ibn a l-Zaqqaq etc. A number of poems by 

Ibn Sahl have been published several times under the title of Ibn Sahl's 

Diwan.  ̂ Hasan a l-*  Attar arianged a number of poems and had them 

lithographed in Cairo in 1279 A .H * and later in 1292 with a total number 

of 55 pages. The same selection (pp.56) was later published in Cairo in 

1302 A .H . and later in Beirut (pp.48) in 1885 A .D . In 192^A^H^x.a l -  

Qarni published the Diwan with a short introduction on the poet and his 

poetry. The introduction of al-Q arni covers pages 1 - 1 2  of the Diwan 

and the text itself comprises pages 13-120. Preambles to poems and 

modern titles precede the poems while footnotes serve as glossary for some

uncommon words are made by the editor. In 1951, al-Bustani published 

some of Ibn Sahl's poems and two Muwashshahs under the title of the

Diwan of Ibrahim b. Sahl aI-Andalusi“ . But this edition is no better

1. Y .J . SarkTs, Mu* jam al-Matbu *a t a l-*  Arabiyya wa aI-Mu*arraba, 
,, p .123. --------------- — "-------------------------------------------------------”
C . Brockelmann, G A l ,  Supp.l , p .483.
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than al-Qarni's in quantity or quality. Both do not reveal the 

manuscript which they have used and both make a glossary for uncommon 

vocabulary and modern titles for the poems.

All previous editions hardly give an accurate picture of the poet 

and his poetry.

That was what i had in mind and heart regarding Ibn Sahl’s Diwan 

when I left for Tunisia for a short journey eleven years ago. After having 

met some Tunisian men of letters and after having had access to their 

private collections as well as other libraries, especially the great collec­

tion preserved in the Great Mosque known as al-Zaytuna, I came to 

the conclusion that Ibn Sahl's Diwan was awaiting an edition since previous 

ones hardly present more than one quarter of the poet’s original work, as 

can be judged from the copies which I came across in Tunisia.

After spending two years in preparation of editing Ibn Sahl's 

Diwan I learnt that a new edition, sponsored by Sadir's publishing house 

in Beirut, was to be published. This edition was made in 1967 A. D. 

w itha lengthy introduction on the poet, his age and his poetry by
■"p" ■* y

iU  ^r* ^ san * Abbas* Admittedly this edition is far better than the previous
’’fa ^  . /

ones in terms of quantity and quality, though the publisher in his preface

claims boastfully that various manuscripts, especially "an ancient yet undated

unique copy from Morocco", have been used. By careful checking

..o f



of photostats attached to the Diwan of jlthe unique ancient copy" I

easily reached a verdict that it was one of the various copies which were

at my disposal and it was clearly stated in the last page that it was

written on the 7th of Ramadan 1010 A .H . This copy, which is preserved
*

in the National Library in Rabat, is described later in this chapter.

In order to produce a complete edition of Ibn Sahl's Diwan, I 

have obtained microfilms of all known copies wherever they may have 

been found. However, the sudden and unexpected death of the poet 

when he was about only 40 years old, prevented him from taking up the 

task of compiling his own Diwan in the same way that many Arab poets 

have. The following are the most important ones:

1) MS.i f,)a copy preserved in the library of L'Escurial under no.

379. It consists of 64 folios and each page has 17 lines on average, it 

is a neat and excellent copy and easily readable with no cuts or mis­

handling except for some dampness which has affected the middle of the 

upper half of each folio beginning with folio 39 to the end of the manuscript. 

It is written in a clear Andalusian hand though neither the name of the

copyist nor the date of copying are revealed. Derenbourg thinks it was

1written in early 8 th century A .H . This suggestion is strengthened, despite

1. H. Derenbourg, Les Manuscrits Arabes de L'Escurial, I, p .250.
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Derenbourg’s silence, by a brief preamble to poem no. 140 in honour 

of al-Yanashti where the copyist writes that the poem is in honour of

al-Yanashti, governor of Ceuta may God protect it ^  111 .

Such a prayer indicates that this copy was written when Ceuta was still 

under the Muslim rule and before its fall to the Portuguese in 1450 A .D . 

(818 A .H .) ,  otherwise the copyist would pray for its recovery as he 

does when he mentions lost cities like Seville, Jerez, etc. It is not 

known from this copy who was its owner or the hands which exchanged 

its ownership as one sometimes reads in other manuscripts. There is no 

particular arrangement preserved throughout this copy. No alphabetical 

order nor historical or subject arrangement are observed except that poetry 

is cited first and then Muwashshah and then poems are cited once more. 

The first folio of the text (folio no*2 ) begins w i’S the following:

The first poem cited is poem no. 84 but only 11 lines of that poem are 

extant and a reader explains the reason for the missing lines by writing 

in a different Andalusian hand that two pages (or folios) are missing ;

(s*c) ^  Llg ^  . The second poem (no. 106) lacks the usual



preamble and the first two lines of the poem are added on top of the 

page in a different hand. Folios 2-48 are devoted to poems and folios 

49-59 (first page of 59) are devoted to Muwashshah. After the Muwashshah 

poems again are cited to cover folios 59 (second page) to 64. The first 

poem in this section is no. 93, whose title  is written in a different hand 

and certainly it is by the same copyist who adds the first two lines to 

poem no .106.

The Diwan is ended with a paragraph by the original copyist 

stating that he has used two copies in order to compile this one and that

poem. no. 33 was missing from the two copies.

1JMI ^  1 I ^  J b-l I ^  I h j 1 b  1—̂0 * * 1 ljUbjJ

fi fi ,
L«J b dJ L̂ J ^  1 d ! L—jo 1 ( jr& y  d d ĴL̂ *u 0 1

fi fi
* ^  i ■■■ I cJj Ul * In. l C* Lfl I I fTWti'

2) MS. ( ^  ) a copy compiled in one volume with a l-M a ‘ arri '5

saqt al-Zand, is preserved in the National Library in Rabat. The volume 

is catalogued under no. F. 164. This volume had been kept in the 

Zawiya of Tambakrut before it was taken a few years ago, along with 

many other books, to the National Library in Rabat. The whole volume consists 

of 296 pages and a l-M a ‘ arri's work comprises the first 242 pages, while 

Ibn Sahl's covers pages 243-96. The two works have been accidentally



compiled together and apparently in a later period. Both are written

in different hands and at different dates.

This copy of Ibn Sahl's Diwan consists of a small proportion of

sheets of paper , disorderly put together and without any arrangement.

Nevertheless, had this copy been complete it would have been the

most valuable of all extant copies, since it is the oldest among them*

It was written, as clearly stated on the last page, in the middle of Safar

774 A .H . for the private collection of a dignitary called Abual-Qasim

*Abd Allah b. Yusuf b. Ridwan. ^*

It is written in a beautiful Maghribi hand with vowels occurring 

on all letters of every word. The average lines to each page are 16-17. 

The manuscript has been affected by dampness and parts of its sheets of 

paper are cut or torn off.

3) MS.( j.) belongs to Mr. M . al-Manuni of Rabat. This copy 

consists of 40 folios (pp.81) and each page has an average of 18 lines of 

writing kept within an oblong. This copy is written in Maghribi hand and 

words are usually vowel led. Preambles to poems and Muwashshahs are 

written in heavier hand. Unknown number of folios in the beginning of 

the manuscript are missing, and with them is lost the title  page as well as 

any introduction to the Diwan or any information about the poet. The

1 . I have been unable to establish the identity of this man but it
seems he was an important person, as can be judged by the long 
honorary titles conferred upon him by the copyist.



remaining first three folios (pp. 1-5) are in a very bad condition which 

made it necessary to mend them with celiotape. On the top of page 5 

the owner writes that it is: ^ 1 Qnd he

numbers all pages in Arabic figures. Dampness has affected the manuscript 

from folio 15 (p.29) to the end.

The first page of the manuscript begins with a fragment of poem 

no.81 (lines 4-11). No alphabetical arrangement is preserved in citing 

poems but the theme is the basis of the arrangement. Love poems are 

cited first (pp. 1-29), and then panegyrics (pp. 29-64). The Muwashshahat 

comprises pages 64-81.

4) MS. ( }  ) had been kept in the Zaytuna Mosque in Tunis 

under no.4360 before it was transferred to the Manuscripts Section of the 

University of Tunisia's Library. This copy consists of 52 folios and 

each page has an average of 19 lines. It is written in a clear MaghribT 

hand but words are not vowel led.

The arrangement of poems in this copy is not alphabetical, but 

according to theme, like the previous copy (  ̂ ) . it agrees with the 

latter in the arrangement of poems, in number of lines of each poem and 

in missing or omitted lines as well as in the wording of preambles preceding 

poems or Muwashshahs. This similarity makes one convinced that both copies



belong ed to the same family, or to the same master copy which has been 

used by the two copyists. MS* ( j  ) however agrees to the end of the 

poetry with MS. (  ̂ ) but has more poems (1 , 28, 48, 80, 111, 124,

132) after that; the same applies to the Muwashshahat with nos. 7, 8  

and 26 added after the end in MS ( j. ).

This manuscript lacks both the name of the copyist and the date 

of copying, but it is written in a different hand on the title page that 

ten authorizations (or approvals) have been made regarding this copy.

6 j I d— These approvals give this

copy a remarkable value and that may well indicate that the copy is

ancient and important. Again, this copy is different from the other copies

in giving Ibn Sahl's name as Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Abi al-'Aysh b. Sahl, ^

It furnishes some information about the poet drawn from Ibn Sa* id's book

al-G idh a I-Mu* a lia .
*

This copy was a gift presented to the Zaytuna Mosque by Mustafa 

b. Isma* ii ’ Agha , as is clearly revealed on the second folio of the manu­

script which contains the donor's signature and wish to have this copy of 

Ibn Sahl's Diwan as an object of endowment for students and learned people. 

The date of the donation was Dhu a I -Ha j ja 1269 A .H .

1- See Supra, p .41.



5) MS. ( u4 ) had been conserved in the Ahmad iyya section 

in the Zaytuha Mosque under no. 2786 before it was transferred to the 

library of the University of Tunisia. The whole volume consists of 150 

folios of which Ibn Sahl's Diwan comprises the first 71. Folios 71 -4 are 

Ibn Khaldun's account of the Muwashshah, while folios 74-88 contain
M M  I

ample quotations from al-Antaki's work Tazyin al-Aswaq. Al-Shaqundi's 

Risala on al-Andalus and its achievements covers folios 89-100.  ̂ Folios

101 -150 are devoted to biographies of poets from all Arabic-speaking

|
countries and of different periods.

The whole volume is written in beautiful Naskh with corrections

in the margins by the same copyist when grammatical errors or likewise

occur in the text.

Ibn Sahl's Diwan in this manuscript begins with a short account

of the poet quoted from Ibn Sard's Ikhtisar a I -Qidh a I-Mu* a lia . Then 31

Muwashshahs are cited in folios 2-23 after that poetry comprises folios 
*

24-67. Five more Muwashshahs are cited later in folios 67-71.

Ibn Sahl's Diwan has a t it le  page clearly written in it that it is

1. Abu al-W alrd lsma‘ ll b. Muhammad a I -Shaqundi (d. 629 A .H . /1 231
A. D .) a native of Secounda, was a Jurist and a man of letters. He 
wrote his famous treatise after a heated argument between him and 
Yahya b. a l-M u*allim  al-Janji in the presence of Ceuta's governor 
Ibn Zakariyya with both scholars defending his land and despising 
his opponent's, and this inspired the governor to ask each of them 
to write a Risala describing the merits and achievements of his country. 
AI-ShaqundT's Risala has become a masterpiece. It is included in



the Diwan of Ibrahim b. Sahl al-Isra* ili al-Ishbili al-Andalusi, may God

have mercy on him if he died Muslim. 1_______J d-JLl!

On the same page it is stated that the manuscript belongs to Muhammadm

Bayram IV. This statement, which is written in Naskh by the same 

copyist who writes the whole volume casts doubt on the authenticity of 

a date given in the end of Ibn Sahl's Diwan. It is clearly stated in the 

end that it was completed by Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Warghi on 25th 

Ramadan 1171 A. H. Muhammad Bayram IV was born in Jumad I, 1220 

A .H ./A u g . 1805 A. D. and died in Jumad I, 1278. A. H ./iN ov. 1861 A .D .^  

Therefore there is a gap of 49 years between the date given in the end 

of the Diwan as the date of copying and the birth of Muhammad Bayram.

This confusion can be cleared up by only one explanation, i .e .  that the 

date 1171 A. H. is not the actual date of completing this very copy but 

the date of another copy which served as a master copy for the copyist 

of our manuscript who was reluctatit to mention his name as well as the 

date of copying, since the copy was presumably written for the private 

collection of Muhammad Bayram.

" al-Maqqari's Nafh al-T ib (IV, pp. 177-208) and E .G . Gomez
translated it into Spanish and published the translation in 1934. 
C. Brockelmann, G A L, Supp. I , p .483.

1. Ibn Abi a l-D iyaf, Ithaf Ahl al-Zaman bi Akhbar Muluk Tunis
wa ‘ A h d a l- Amdn, V I I I , pp. 124-6.
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On the same title page it Is stated, in Maghribi hand, that this 

copy was later sold in Shawwal 1285 A. H. to the distinguished minister 

Khayr a I-D in who gave it as a gift to the Zaytuna Mosque in Rajab 

1292 A .H , to be an object of endowment (Waqf) at the disposal of 

scholars and students. ^

6 ) MiS. ( dp ), part of a volume preserved in the Moroccan

Royal Palace Library under no.780. The first part of the volume is Ibn

“ -  2  a!-N ab ih ‘s Diwan and the second is Ibn Sahl's* This copy of Ibn Sahl's

Diwan is described by the Moroccan scholar M . al-Fasi in an article on

"Some rare books preserved in the Royal Collection In Rabat". It is

written in a neat, beautiful Maghribi hand with preambles written in red

ink and vowels in green. This copy is arranged in Maghribi alphabetical

order according to Ibn al-Dahhan's arrangement. The first folio bears the

title and states that the Diwan is arranged and compiled according to Ibn

al-Dahhan'sKiJ 1^1 • Neither the date of copying

1. Khayr a l-D in  (1225-1308 AJ-L/1810-1090A .D .) a distinguished general 
who contributed a lot to running the administration as well as 
carrying out missions abroad. He became first minister of Tunisia
for a few years and then resigned and left for Istanbul where he 
eventually became Prime Minister under Sultan ( Abd a I-Hamid.
A year later he was dismissed and retained a seat in the house of deputies. 
Ibn AbT a l-D iyaf, Ithdf Ahi a l-Z am an ... , V II I ,  pp. 98-9.
A I-Z irk iIT / a (—A* lam, II, p .375.

2. Kamal a l-D in  4 Al 1 b. Muhammad known as ibn al-N abih  ai-Misri 
was a poet of a good standard. He died in 619 A. H.
Al-Kutubi, Fawat al-wafayat, M, pp .143-50.

3. al-Fasi, "al-Khazana aI-Sultaniyya wa Ba<d Nafa’ isiha", MajaHat
al-Bahth a ! - 4 IImi, I ,  part 3, p .25. *



nor the name of the copyist are revealed but one may presume that the 

manuscript is ancient enough to have been written in the 10th century A. H.

Ibn al-Dahhan, however, remains unknown since books of biographies 

available to me give short notices about three people from the East, Iraq 

and Syria who were known as Ibn al-Dahhan but this does not help since 

they all were easterners and the compiler of Ibn Sahl's Diwan must have been 

a Maghribi since the arrangement is in Maghribi alphabetical order.

7) MS. ( j  ), a copy which Is preserved in the National 

Library in Rabat under no. 64 Q af. It is part of a volume with Ibn Sahl's 

Diwan comprising pages 145-254 of that volume. Each page of the Diwan 

has an average of 19 lines. Words are unvowel led and some mis-spelling 

as well as grammatical errors are noticed. This copy of the Diwan was 

written,as clearly stated in the last page, on 7th Ramadan 1010 A. H. It 

is written in Magharibi hand and according to Ibn al-Dahhan's arrangement.

In that manner it is of the same group as MS. ( J»). A number of folios are 

missing from this copy and with them are missing a number of poems, includ­

ing some in RaJ, all poems in Kafand Lam, and a part of a poem in Mim.

By comparing this incomplete copy with MS ( J=») I have found that the following 

poems are missing from MS.^) : 39 (lines 21-33), 49-51, 56-61, 63, 67, 6 8 ,

70, 100-103, 105, 115, 117, 120-1, 123-4, 126 (lines 1-44).



This copy is the very one that was published by Sadir in Beirut 

in 1967, despite the silence which they maintained over the date that the 

manuscript was copied

8 ) MS. ( -T-), a volume conserved in "Herzog!ichen

1Bibllothek zu Gotha" under no.2196. The whole volume consists of 

184 folios serving as an anthology of 17 poets whose poems are cited 

after a short biography for each poet preceding his poems, ibn Sahl's 

poems and Muwashshahs comprise 23 folios (folios 47b-70). The measure­

ment of each folio is 18.5 x 13.5 cm. with an average of 15 lines in every 

page. The first page relating to Ibn Sahl (folio 47b) is a short biography 

including a statement by the compiler that he has noticed the unavailability 

of Ibn Sahl's Diwan in this land, so he decided to cite some of the poet's 

fine poems and Muwashshahat./ Poetry occupies 13 folios of this proportion of
’ L

Ibn Sahl's selections and is cited first. The whole volume is written in Naskh 

with vowels occasionally occurring. Neither the date of copying nor the 

name of the copyist are revealed. However, the copyist must have been from 

the Islamic East since he admits the scarcity of Ibn Sahl's Diwan in the 

territory of the copyist's residence, and his handwriting is that of the East.

1. W. Pertsch has described the whole volume in: Die Arabischen
Handschriften Der Herzog I ichen zu Gotha, pp. 217-20.
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9) MS. ( £  ), a copy in the possession of M .S . a l-Nayfar 

of Tunisia. It is written in Maghribi hand and alphabetical order. The 

arrangement of the Diwan is according to Ibn al-Dahhan's as is revealed 

in the first page. The manuscript consists of 6 6  folios with average of 

19 lines in each page. The first 51 folios are devoted to poetry and next 

come the Muwashshahat in the following folios, 52-66. This copy was 

completed on 28th Dhu al-H ajja  1252 A .H . The name of the copyist is 

not revealed. Words are not vowel led while grammatical mistakes as well 

as mis-spelling are in a great number. M r. a l-N ayfar has undertaken the 

task of making corrections and writing down other readings of various 

copies in the margins of that copy.

10) MS. ( ^ ) / a copy had been preserved in the t Abdalliyya 

Library in the Zaytuna Mosque before it was transferred to the University 

of Tunisia. The whole manuscript consists of 82 folios but Ibn Sahl's 

Diwan comprises folios 3-79. Each page has an average of 18 lines.

This copy is written in Maghribi hand. Writing on each page is surrounded 

by an oblong divided into two from top to bottom to leave the two 

hemstiches of every line apart. The first folio is the title page with the 

following written on it in Naskh:

1 i dU! 'tl I I Ijj I I A-Ci

The second folio of the manuscript bears the official seal of Muhammad a |-  

Hadi Bey of Tunisia who possessed this copy and made a written statement



on this folio that it was presented to the (Abdalliyya Library as an 

object of endowment (Tahbis) for scholars and students on 4th Rajab 

1320 A. H . / 6 th October 1 902 A. D. Folio 3 is the beginning of the 

text with the following introduction to the poems.

L   Lwt»* wViJle V dawU  ̂ i iiWn1 l l tliiiM ̂  l ^

6 t  4
C x   ̂ f ^ 3 1 *   ̂ <3* l̂ UiW 1 (  i . ^  ^  I L. 4 ^  ^  I Lh^( t J  1

wll I 1 b<3 1 c yLc ^ ,.1 ^ \j m /  *<?» I

The arrangement is in Maghribi alphabetical order according to 

Ibn al-Dahhan's arrangement. Poetry occupies folios 3-62 and the 

Muwashshahs occupy folios 63-79.

When Ibn Sahl's Diwan comes to an end, the copyist cites 

anonymous Muwashshahat and fragments of poetry on folios 80-2. On 

folio 83 appears the date of copying which is 13th Rabi* II, 1268. The 

name of the copyist is not given. The preambles to poems and 

Muwashshahs are written in Naskh. Words are unvoweiled and grammatical 

mistakes as well as mis-spelling are frequent.

11) MS. ( £  ), a copy is reserved in the Khalduniyya Library 

in Tunis. This copy is like the two previous ones in that it is written in 

Maghribi hand and alphabetical order as well as being according to Ibn 

al-Dahhan's arrangement. The manuscript consists of 90 folios. The



average number of lines to each page is 16.

The title  page, in addition to a clear statement that it is Ibn 

Sahl's Diwan, bears the following quotation repeated 4 times by different 

readers;
fl §

W ̂ duwLl 1 ^ I dqtd I 1 d p) I ‘  ̂  ̂ t

There are dates in number written on this page; they are 1277, 1277,

1293. The first two are the same as the date given in the end as date

of writing the manuscript, but the third remains still unsolved.

/  Poetry is cited first and then follow the Muwashshahat. Words

are unvowelled and a great number of grammatical mistakes as well as

mis-spelling are noticed. The copyist gives his name as Ahmad b.

Muhammad b. ‘ Ali b. a l-H aj Ahmad b. al-Ha j Hasan b. Belqasim (Abu

al-Qasim) al-Hawam a l - (Ayyari. The date of completing the copying

is Thursday, 29th Muharram 1277 A .H .
*

12) MS. ( 3  ), a copy is preserved in Dar al-Kutub in Cairo 

under no. 18693. This copy was bought, as clearly stated in the title  

page, on 23rd June 1833 A .D . It consists of 20 folios with average of 18 

lines in each page. It is written in beautiful Naskh but words are un­

vowelled, The title  page has the following title:

'ill ^ L S { y *

* I <̂.. -1,1.11  ̂ i ĵrv.nwa I ̂  if* 1  ̂b* A ■ < <1 ■ 11 I /* .■■■ ̂



On the last page of the manuscript the copyist, who remains anonymous,

informs us that he has used a copy of the Diwan arranged by Hasan a l-  
_ 1

t Attar and that the master copy which he has used was completed on 

14th Dhu a l-H ajja  1229 A .H , The copyist has finished his task on 

Thursday 3rd Sha* ban 1274 A. H. A I-A ttar, as quoted by the copyist, 

says that he obtained a copy from Ifriqiyya (Tunisia) and he produced 

a newly arranged copy with the poet's biography and panegyrics omitted.

Our copy begins with poem no. 84, and then Eastern alpha­

betical order is observed to the end of the poetry. Muwashshah no. 12 

is the only Muwashshah cited in the end after poetry comes to an end.

13) A copy is preserved in the British Museum under catalogue

2
no. OR.3168. This copy is well described by Charles Rieu. It consists 

of 24 folios, with each page measuring 8 ^" x 6 ", and average of 19 lines.

It was completed in Rosetta on Thursday, 22nd Muharram 1269 A .H . The 

copy, written in Naskh, is clearly described in the title page as an

extract made by Hasan a I Attar:

jin r ̂ 1 IjtJ I j  HxsiJ I I I I 1

* £̂ *uJ wL> I Ij-; 1 ^  O I S'**1 b**** .»*\f i

1 . Hasan a I -< Attar, an Egyptian scholar and poet, was the head o fa l -  
Azhar. He wrote several commentaries on Arabic language, es­
pecially on grammar and on Logic. He died in 1250 A .H . (1834 A .D .)
O. R. Kahhala, Mu* jam a l-M u ’ a llifin , II I ,  p .285.

2. C. Rieu/ Supplement to the Catalogue of Arabic Manuscripts in the 
British Museum, p .677.



The abbreviator says in a short preamble that he made the 

present extract from a Maghribi copy, which he succeeded, after a long 

search, in obtaining from the province of Ifriqiyya, and that he omitted 

the poet's biography as well as laudatory poems which were inferior to other 

poems and which he basically disliked as a theme.

The manuscript contains 73 pieces, some of them very short, 

arranged in Eastern Alphabetical order. The copy which served as a 

master copy for this one was completed by the abbreviator al-^Attar in 

1229A .H .1

A volume consisting of 100 folios, preserved in Uppsala University, 

has the first 10 folios devoted to some of ibn Sahl's Muwashshafcat. The 

whole volume was completed on May 12th, 1858, in Sayda (Lebabon)

It had been in the possession of a man called fAbd al-Ahad Karji before 

it was purchased by J. l^ytued the Swedish Consul in Beirut, who presented 

it, amongst other works, to his king, Konig Oskar II. The latter gave as 

a gift a number of manuscripts, including the above-mentioned volume, 

to the University of Uppsala in 1891 A. D. Ibn Sahl's Muwashshafciat 

cited in that volume are found in other copies of his Diwan and since the 

volume was written only in the last century I have neglected to refer to it

1. A ! - 4 Attar's copy was printed in Cairo three times -  in 1279, 1292 
and 1302 A .H ,

2. K .V . Zetterst6 en, "Die Arabischen, Persischen und Turkischen
Handschriften", Le Monde Oriental, X X II, pp .IV , 113, 114.



184.

in my edition*

C. Brockelmann speaks of poems ascribed to Ibn Sahl which are 

catalogued under no. 1644,3 in Aya Sofya in Istanbul.^ After I had 

obtained a microfilm of these poems, I realised, as was clearly stated

-  T 2in that copy, that they were by Ibn Isra’ il and not by Ibn Sahl.

A love-poem in Ta’ is cited in some copies of the Diwan of
3

Ibn Sahl as well as other books which ascribe it to him. In the mean­

time, many literary historians ascribe the very poem to Abu Bahr Safwan

4 -
b. Idris of Murcia. The poem cannot be but Safwan's for the (following

reasons: 1) None of the oldest copies of Ibn Sahl’s Diwan cite the

poem; 2) Ibn Saf id, a classmate and a close friend of Ibn Sahl, ascribes

the poem to Safwan and had the poem been Ibn Sahl's,Ibn SaMd would

have known about it; 3) Ibn al-Abbar, a contemporary of, yet older

than, Ibn Sahl, ascribes the poem to Ibn Idris and reveals his source of

1. Co Brockelmann, GAL, Supp, I, p .483.

2. Abu a l-M a*a li Najm al-D in  Muhammad b. Suwar known as Ibn 
Isra’ il was a poet of high poetical talent and a disciple of the 
great §ufi al-Suhrawardi. He was born in Damascus in 603 A .H . 
and died in the same city in 677 A. H.
Al-Kutubi, Fawa t a ! -Wafayat , II, pp.431-8.
I bn a I Imffd, Shaclharai^a l -Dhahab, V , pp. 359 
Brockelmann, GAL, Supp. I, p .457.

3 * MSS* are amongstthe copies which cite it as Ibn Sahl’s. The
following are works which ascribe it to the poet:
A l~ ( Umari, Masai?k a 1 -Absar, X V I, folio 149b,
A l-lfran i, a I -Maslak a I -Sahl. . . ,  folio 9.

4 . IbnSaMd, Rayat al-Mubarrizin, p .79,
Ibn Sa*id, al-Mu.qhrib FT Hula a 1-Maghrib, II, p .261.
Ibn a 1-AbbcTr, al-Muqtadab Min Tuhfat al-G adim , pp.83-4.
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transmission as being his teacher Abu al-Rabi‘ b. Salim (565-634 A. H .)

who heard Ibn Idris recite the poem and was told by him that it was his

own work. Needless to say that Safwan b. Idris had died in 598 A .H . a

few years before Ibn Sahl was born.

Therefore I have dropped the poem in question from the present

edition of Ibn Sahl's Diwan.

In order to produce an accurate edition of Ibn Sahl's Diwan, first

I have arranged the text in two main parts: poetry and Muwashshah and
«

then adopted, in arranging the poems, the Eastern Arabic alphabetical

order which has become nowadays universally accepted even in North

Africa itself. The Muwashshahat are cited according to the arrangement

of MS \ and then others are added afterwards* A supplement in the

end of the Diwa n contains a letter by Ibn Sahl which is cited by Ibn Sa* id

in his al-Q idh a|»M utfal!a.*

£1

Arabic text with  ̂ as the master copy. Other copies of the Diwan are 

neglected except when they contain poems which are not found in the 

above mentioned seven. The copy of the British Museum has not been used

Al-Kutubi, Fawat a I -Wafayat, I, pp. 392-3.
AI-GharnatT, Raf‘ al-f^ujub a|-Mastura Ft Mahasin al-Maqsura, 
I, p."99.
Abu Bahr Safwan b. Idris al-Tujibi al-Mursi was a poet who left 
a Diwan and wrote three other works: Zad a I-Musa fir (pub.
Beirut 1939), £ Ujalat al-Mustawfiz and al-R ihla. He died in 
598 A .H . /1 202 A .D .
Yaqut, Irshad al-ArTb, IV , pp.269-71.
Al -Maqaart, Nafh a I -TTb, V i, pp. 365-76.



186.

at a ll since MS Jf is its sister and has served the purpose.

In addition to the various copies of the Diwan, works in print

or in hand which cite poems by the poet have been authorised and their

readings are listed in the footnotes. Most important of a ll those works

are Ibn $a( id's al-Q idh a l-M ^ a lla  (in print) and Ibn al-M urabit ‘s Zawahir* «

al-Fikar wa Jawahfr al-Fiqar. Of the latter the third and only volume

is extant among the collection of L’Escurial under no.520. The author was

a contemporary of Ibn Sahl and they both lived together in Minorca

enjoying the favours of its governor Ibn Hakam. Ibn a l-Murabit ‘s work, or

at least the extant volume, is devoted to poetry and prose written by or

presented to Ibn Hakam; hence a good number of Ibn Sahl's poems are cited. Ib n  
*

a|*Mufabit completed his book in 648 A .H . and the present volume was 

copied in Fez in 721 A. H.

The text in the present edition of the Diwan is completely vowelled 

so the meaning can be clear. Footnotes are divided into three sections: 

first is a list of abbreviations of a ll copies of the Diwan where the poem 

is cited; this is followed by other books in print or in hand which cite 

the whole poem or a part of it.Second are the various readings of copies 

as well as other works. Third is a section serving as glossary for uncommon 

vocabulary and for comments. Brief biographies for people whom the poet 

praised, eulogized or satirised are included in the footnotes.



Mis-spelling of words or the common confusion of the two letters 

Dad and Za* used in North Africa interchangeably are not pointed out 

in the footnotes, though they are corrected in the text.
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â JU! r Jii3U Jl TJLl 
J  i  j I*jjJI jU>! t Jl

y  & 4— fri ^  Y -fL?k̂  C*1*̂  ^'• * t

v L p J I  <«>^}/* ^ " ■.,»i i ^ > y j

I * 1

J ^ O * p l^ J I ^  A
T* •• #

. '..W?/ - •» - “! " -*
v>M *

i l l  L U D l »«t&

J— v> Jb of» 

l ^ J i  1 4 4  i-U ,y

j j i j b j l  ll^ tu  «|wJ ( /V  J j i

p LmMU^ 5 4 J>  (jl

l ! ------- ^  L 4  ^  -  M

Jtlill j_iif 1 Ŷtc-i-S • &
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• Ly y  a Î to I  i j ,  • I C—*jb  * cĴ aJl—M
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• (Ĵ  <L£jl . s IT

* ■■! J /  (J i4 v5 ,/̂  *.caJ1 * <j* M { j • j  *  ̂ i J»—•) i

\$m —!■■ ■■—IbJl^r- ^ i l j£  J  J s U ^ l ^ K o  ( *  • • * v^^JiU )  £-~< l^ jl C ^ J l  J} J

• 2 L O U I J r j l w ^ l v ^ r  o -b ji^  ( • ♦ ♦ • & y -j&  3 L ^ r  U )



-

T > L - i

d j  - - l y l h , > - * 1 1  tjF-i

•> .

«— ILJtJ ĵ . 
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* (  ^ » w  9 4 k»»A I v ««i )  I )  c (*>



5 1 9

ov—— *
J

( p  \ - v-  •j j  U ^ o t  6 dSil fclqJaJ l 1 JJ )  —|T 1
• <  _

£ - ) U ) | ,    « £ * * *  < j P I - t  *

crm— ^ jS 3 l  <\ u J  A ^ ------- i j s / t  ) - H

trJ— ^  M U *  ^ - T Y

" < J?j - »)" 1 T )T ^  1—• jla? %J—3 —YA

<’i —

^ i — *?J! ^  V - jr  •

o {  ■■■ 1 *? p *ll<  ^c)-i O ) v ~ ~ ? ' j - ! ' j r m- ~ ' —Y I

C £ )* *    —— * | ( j * *  ) L *  J —̂  u * \S  ^—* * ““3 ■—Y T

lJm —JL-I : j . i  - r

( ty —* t ) I—«-t t  ̂1

I

• J ^ ^ - i i - L s L ,  T 1  -  T 1  :  c . 1 ^ 1  

• ( Qu—̂ »rt*> ) # «—4 J;t V : ^ I i s —Y

• ^ i  J>; i  Ja#L» — A • *Jl t ^ i is  — A

• * 1 . in. 11. — yy t< • i 5 •  ̂ * y  ■■ -  •■ " 1 ■* !  ^  * is* — ) #

 i : , « i  _ *  ter

• Jp -i - • is  • Iyj1 V  ^  * J p >  ! Y

. ^ ^ j l t j L r * !  ta 6 * J---------- * :  j  «■*>-* *

• ( <*.iy*nz ) c l— j  : ^ « is  — 1Y • LlU. ;  ̂ • o — *• i  H

• ■>■    ft rt—— ! {J* — ̂
«•

‘ er-? ^  Cr? ♦ 0 * - " * j ^ - - * 0
• ( j  1 • 2j L < JL̂ m JI )

( ,J  t l j S j U . o L - U I ) " !  # v i  • o - A ^ I I - T V



5 1 8

................
«
o

kn * c r r ? ^ P  — 

i — 1>1 o £ -  

- f  jy*c U^cll J —

 ^
U J-

lT—

I c r r
-, <> r  - ° -

- V ;  j  0 ^

K //v-^ 
«•

tr
O*—

Y nt
•». *  '„V

%
»♦

j  «laJ1 1 1 o *y

O—

^ c r -m

> ► f  - c 
t - i f ■«f

•w „   ̂ 1
<!■■■■■ ..»■■ i . ■ vJr«aJL9«.

d.......S’!y —  .* 1 .̂9 ̂ —

Si____

s$ ^  ̂ cr^ c r W —

I ____VJJ/T ^ y'L L jJ - .

I 5 I ^ '  ? -  - • z

l ^ - Y

1

T

r
i

0

1

Y

X

y

*4** O-

~  J Jl ‘u.1

f X m  \  \  > * *
v c r — *■«■*»■ j * * ; 0 “ *

£#u- ^5 a—««

.*.Y1 

1 , w _ T T

5 \ y ~ S  \  j i b  -JT

• ^  n*JI; ,  • o*.— : -b -

• cr;  sAjfil« : , 4  Ja« I _1  t

• c r — ----------e; - - J : vr ~ ,T



5 1 7

l ® t

iLK J < i ^

r r c r *

f js — <6 <_r*

bL_  -AI^K r</vi o [ )

^  1 ( l—A )

^  v i  —JL* l^aJl
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^  ... (jl» • J  i Jo • 1 Jû  IJ?i I  J  •  ijL-̂  ^l» • C -I — . t

— u : j $ J*  f - *
* C I. 1̂ t  j  ••"I

• o - ^ v l— *1 * > ~ h  : f —y



5 0 6

^  i. .— +.\~A\y *1-; * 11 ̂ U1 —cti ^>*1* T *4$L j —

«J— -> cy 0 * “*

l c r ^ »  6 V i j  u - i  Z -&-$  A r  ^  f t  * * ) & ) -'  *
J^lY^^iiJI *^4<>4> c jfrji-J li

(oj  - ■ ' J i»fa V " ^ * c A *  09 >■"*■'■■" o f*0  P  ) “

^  (OJldl j  /r Jj v» L i ^UJJl s?S> (Ji M il-
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*1*. u J e l l *  IjŜj J ^  1 *■ r, 1 LaLiaJlj —.Y

y .____ J  f/ m ; b>111> ’ l A i  J  L  vV^J* « >  "  a

• , « j  I f «J» «c. < ! t L - ^ ^ i s  

•  T T  IY * «  )\iT i l i c - C n 1  T T « T T  ;  J ^ - J h - U ^ J l t j t \ / ^ 1 1  

•  T T  «  Y l  ; o W H o « W , i ) r 6 ' r  : T  

y, I, gl*i—11 y ,*<1 In ̂  , — * J - j  1 4 K I"a111 * yl>

*

'  o —

• Jy—

—»•Jl i j  - T

Jo _ t

*  V j : J ->  
J l ; r _ t

■  A  i »

J  • O  —  A

• O J r  

• J —

i w J i : j  _ *

—.Y

^ j  N1 ♦ j  — \

J 6 j  < ^ J^A9 1 J 0 ^ * * ^  *

* [— ----------^*>1 ♦ j  — n

rc> „
: j j l (>-• J . .nnll ^ l ; J^zdl —Y



5 0 4

O

-

•% , . , . *s
m m m m Jfc T(̂ j 1 ̂  rf*T 1 dsilj  —1 *

— mm mi L, t JS* J )  y  cJlii ■») 1

^ 1 .  >•! f ji d k > l*J  (J* b l ^  JuociU.1 JC-Jfei*-) T

^ t ■ , .  liJ i<d x l ^ >  V j c Z l Z  Y ll^ iC jU ^  •jjtk T : j f o ^ r
J l #  ^  p  «r ^  ^

»0?l -~- (jij 1 •‘*Lj» L-.'p3 Yy—x> j£ Â 4̂ yIaJld!jS‘-.! t
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t - g s  g»~

«y: c î; —1
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• ^ J i ^ J l ^ . — «s • ;  • ^ ,-J U J l ^  t -fc>—1

• v> : or —̂  • * ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ t j 4^ —■*

*1̂  I jîjJ* ĵ L̂maLa y i *4«JI t ̂  i ^

• <>— J , i  ;  f•  ^ . 1 — * i t ,  . f  _ s

• J tis u —i  f i X *  - A  * < i l>.fc I  C l  I  —Y

• c----------- »i j  : f  - » •  • f ? 3 » ;  - '

• j -  i ; ^  _ )  Y • cl----- 1 ; £dSJI —1 1

• .» it j j  _ » t  j *  ; c d J l • iJ—  t c _ i r

* L . . .  ., .-■  ,  . . . , % Y y  : j  •  1 i l ’f y  % J  (  J=> C < j l  C C- — ) o

* j  ”  ■'«■•»»J » J—SJl —1Y * a I .—.■jfcll̂  *  ̂ —•) *1



4 7 1 _ <nr„
L j  J j i ?  * — < ( C j^  * * v  o*y) —

L.̂ L ojlj tji« ’!££; _̂>) —
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a—̂  ( j^ . <J—^ ̂  Ŝ—'* s “  x>° 1 Pcr^

• ( r  m ■ ■. .  J a J  U < ^  U J 1 )



4 6 9
T NldJ : \ J5j I * \ j T ft

l _ _ j ;  f  i ^ i i i  v  jiSyvi £ & |

l 4 IM < > jl;!  p  A U ^  L (  js ? < £ £ ii j y  ty  ^ f - v

Ufc <> J i  jp Y C ^ i l ly i
*. rr.. . . .  it. '. '. - »»: «. *»•.'_ V -

Lbe ^ i pa» 4,00 ( Jt&cP )o* o ljji. J l l»JJ j L i  J»

f  I 4 A ,,^ 2 l  ;j^.Lo jk J l ' ’

• J 5, J ,i J i - I

j * f  * ' — r * * - 5 t<» * *—A * 5 :-k>—t

* 4 Jjlj   I» J J « Ja * C. Jjj 4 *® ! Ip —1r

1*1 t j  __0 * J 0- J I 5 J j  < . —t

• i — yJ|>: c r  - Y * &•*---------11: ;  - ”i

• j  ; ;  J t r  —'  • «-*---------- * —’ I t « j i  —A

• J I j L »  : j  ‘ J IJ U . ♦ .  — I I  ♦_1______ s-j J J Ja _

I— ^  I ;  • U L i  : J .  - I  r  • *u — i t t ; _

■• t j  -

• 1̂  { ; 1  - .1Y ♦ j L I  j  * j  * {  < h  —

•  ^ _____ 2J !  * ^  < j  c 1 > — 1 *1 • j l  1*4 :  j  « ^— C i —

• oj? ^ c r  ~ T 1 • L------------- <̂ V> : j  - *  •

• j  1* : • t— ~ : j « f « y ^ i —v y

• j*>--------------. j  _ t r

«J=> _Y ie r r  * j

• ( ^  • 3 jl»  t  ^LmJJI )• 4—a^> ( j k  j  JUJ! j^ ^ J l • ^  l»^wJ 1 — ) )



4 6 8 — n «  —

) Y *

t r 11.  S /»  O *  » >  ( i X t -  C *
m m
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• dJ j i jb  j  o—i loji ch® 2 jjij

• J V H  t e r  — T

- c :  i  - r

• c r  — *

* s^tin** l ^ j l  ■)) j  ^ l i l i  i j  • %y*9 * j   ̂ j   ̂ - k — 6

 J L -  • Jd —'1

* W (  9 m —T JiX «A3 1 *> 1 <  ̂ m m»Y

# o i  • » 1

• C---... L ? t  • j  6 Jt> — 1\
•  « /

• l »t i j  * ( t ) «=-!: t r  —* *

*rL -ss • -k«Lr  * J  £ *5 ;  1 _ n

•  (  *  — «» « l l •  J j U  ) •  ‘ L — j i — J~  > L _ » 1s •  b j j _ o



4 6 0 - f a t  _

* ( ' — ?*!> —* #

1 ^ ! /  U i  J * ,L J l 4 > [ o ^

|F—  ̂L  a a— 0**i£ o \  J——®T<s-̂  O' J  p }  —  ̂f

A r t l i H  i ^ y ^ ^ J L  i ^ l  U J c J i ; - i r

-  , i ._?L>J1 ^y *jJA 3 L L av j-aL ^o JI V c>rl>. i j  t, C

Jt£ L^s» IY^&nJ1 I I 1— ô *»* O* '-M? J*’—t a
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•( yĵ l I. .1 1 ... J»fc * d jL  <̂ L«JL)1 )



4 4 6 t k  -

IT T

V . ■■ ■ —  r t j  J  1 ■■ ■

^JiUl ^ 1  U? ^Lyi » ji^ jl y -J l  i J l ^  I  *L j «fc»V«#Jw£; b i^  —T
*  ^>* *  *  *



j i  j i  <y %)* jls - ^ ^ - o o d ^ 1 c jl*  4»uu.«.)

^  Cy<L»-li J ^ J l  * " ‘ cJrx«̂ *?—T

J  ..— — |* ) jJl< T L ^ > !  C^fl 5̂ JSCUlf mmX

L T 1 iL

* 1̂— ■ ■ 11 >>i J1 j _)->_\

♦ \  ^ r y r  ̂  J t.£ —*



4 4 4 -  m  -

n #

J U - 4 J 1  j l 4 J J ^ 4 1  lllyS!
W* 4 W ^

jU i u  i _ c »
•  -   ̂ t  »

T *1$? <y Jf'Sj-

A (YJLAJI j^ o ^ ilc jlj )% l^ y  

J l ~ ^ J l  U o ^ L ^ . y ^ J

 ^ * b ^  A

f Jl mi «>f ll^g < y ~  
1 t Jl *Lll t r j^ c - ji iV

n ^ U U ^ ---------

a— iJ I  , >  j lJ U J I^ V

*jfcJ«̂ L_-iJI Val l5l_T 
. r ^ *• 

jLJ! i L - T t - p ^ - r

'* \& J  err! '**< C ^ - 0

^LuO Jj p  1 4

1 r t f i  j U - Y

j a L &  b i l  j l i ,  l i i i - j l j - A  

• i *  l I *  1 :

,f ; Js —t

'  I* )  sJ? —t  

• I  »£■ t < J -  • L - W s i - . l

jl ♦ • • ;_) u * r ~ \ -t> o-» (_pU< —̂

* j i j  : <-r - > *

• Jp  a ~ . IX^H _ )

(/^ 1 ^ { J? Mtf

• Ijg a . - —i j i  —»

• tJL j ,  : i  - n

* Jj (j—»JaaL.i-i,..—-. II I AC)— ) T

♦ : i - » r

#l 11 ^ : it^c^T ♦ JL̂ JI t— ) i

• I i f e  • (jloLyJl (j~*) * > - -  fej  t U *  — ' 0

• j l  »Ji : J» - n



4 4 3 —?T » —

) ) \

I - ... J L %

j l — t  lW ^ </*• o * * *?- I

^ ■ ..■ ■ ■ .» .jL c ^  0^jJLj ^^Sgli T J q * cJLU- —T

^ ■ - h b  J J l ^ l  1 ^  kUB ^31 0*",nV 3̂ A£i lê  —t
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* I ....■ !—i î Ql*!{ { j I idaial

-  Y1Y -

^LoaJl^v I

j u i  J ^ g i j t i ;

o .w i 1 a .-  Y*c J U a

 ̂  ̂ cr* C&
ViJ  V l j  ( j — J L ^ J l

^ L _ ^ J !  cbyg j  U  jb j—lV

v l -----------

1̂̂  —331 f j i  3LoJI J^ai£—O

^  ^  - *  •

V l - M

♦ (a i^ l l  l# o ii lh |> a l^ y il» J l)*  4< J  L) Su»?ba t «—1Y

• Jt?- ̂ jP;̂  } J ■■■ v̂ *̂ '
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* l . , . .M ,r ^ U l  J j ^  • (  • * ) « L u  S j  * J — k ~  : j  I f  4 J=>— 1

• U — d J j  • (  • •  ) —st * o — ^  J j 1 f 1 =̂>— Y

• ly S ^ lo U  • (  • • )y »  : j  < f  « Jt>— 1 • l  :  - k —v

• 4 y J  -  :  j  - 1  v i ^ )  ji=> l j  • : j - 6

• j  mmm ,. i — J J —A  * 1 V». t J —»Y

• 1,-------------U j , l  :  j  4 1> — )• • ( •  • ) _ i y j l  : ,  •  J J  y j l  » j  « f  — Y

• -— l >j  : j -3 y • d— fdw '

• t f i  :  ^ I  j  I  f  — 3 D #v:— * j  — 1 1 • J A L  : i >  ( •  S J —  3 Y*
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~  *  *  m-

TliiiJlj ̂ l s \ )  OjOfJlljjl r is al£ u -? %  ortt*
in. I*. «*) 11 Ot*t * 1(j yjLl] 1 ̂ pJ-JT
I Ii> /ir-l- ,>3^iJl s I aJ 3f‘U£jl _̂ jl1 U, _I

r *" - m '  ** *  "*

* j  *  ̂ * <j£ *  ̂ *

*J» i  ;  - r

. * * »  : _ i

• j j  « j i : j « f  — °

* o -

*^J JL

: l - it  i

ii*  : t r  - Y

• (  <Jj ® r ~ <l -» j *  111) ♦ J » V .^ t  t ■ »i ~  \

♦ 3 j L  I^ L J J l  J>y&\ iS ^ i

• ( u U a  1S j L  i ^ L D I  ) * a >  ^  i l t  jJ^c. L  J ^ l i ^ J a J l : u l L u l — Y

: . ,V J
•(/^a sSjLf ̂ bJI)*vya«>^> l̂-a b̂Jl yA) • ( Yt t



37  1 - nr _
Aft

1 i ■■________J I __>)

-  -  

T̂ . , ■ j p j£ ) l  { £ * /*  L 'f  L>j \ J i l  « • )

it ^  j  \ A n ■ ■!■ ■ ■ H <4 > iC L y t  j l* y C ^ » M — T

nc  i  O ̂  u r*^  c j^ U j .JT

n j y i  »• j l  Ayj  a ̂ , } y j i  ^  cj i i .  _ o

£—■!l» W I W «j“7-  o ^ i •%■ I ■■'■' «*jy • 1—j ^  (>•—̂  l« j—1

• j ' f c

1 «« I t e l  ■■ ^ Si • YA j ^LkJI ^ jiJ l i  ^ 1

*cr

y ' *

. jL - J I  : j  — T

— *  : t - 1 

— * U  :  J _ T

• 2 \
• ^  1

* £ - *  I J  o * vJ *

i ^  i  £«  £ «  ft

*C  5 b :  i - Y

*  V**. ■! ■. ■■ ■  ■ J  ^  — A

u : j  _ n

* C — ■! ■. .■■ ■ ( U 1 J S r ■■ — » 1  ^  ^ ^  v. * | j  t  •  y j  ^1 d M ^ o  —> ft

♦ ( v j -------------------1 J J j L - f  o ^ 1)



3 7 0 -  I l f  -

I— b h  or*' c^1 'b O *  b b  u;UX& '  Mi-T T
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1 ^ * Ltŵ i>.n.l 1 j i }  JJ^La^a**

j j i i ^ ; j t K \ £ & \  I J L . 1  

f a t e  ^  • t r ^ - Y

f — c r f J  ̂  w  <-A l y ^  —̂

(c ^ L ; l  _j» X3-»-*' o V v A —'

n  S3I Sl̂ -Ilf jfc'_t • 
*

I----- S j, j£Sii_>'  / /  ’  W

• (  p t a J l  A * ] *  J j a a j J I  < k l < , J U j  p a l  J  C ~  L - J  I  I  £ — Y

a  L  <  :  •  I  •  I  .  4 •  <  I  >  1 /  * ^ l l  v *J® « j

-t-^

i  ^«  1 i j / & j | . j r

l t • p- %*y ~ i j  4 -t> • p -  v *j *y  * £ *

* Qy ... ■— • C. jfr—d l 'A ) L a J  1 I £  — 0

• j ,  Jb : o i ^ u  J ^ b  J A l l  J l - 1

iL» : ^  J-oJ I —A • LwAdloJi | r  1; ^  v

• t , -  — .,,,, ■ n.'yl  ̂ ; p *  £.""^

♦ I J b- t \ \

 £ jb  :  o i ^ - J L i r

• o  i j t

—_ — imf«*]» dJLil (jJLo ; L jj^ j ~ ,L J I t ^  11

•(«_a*»-o:) • LjVt : i»—l • 
• J lj » £ « £ -»  t

* ■■1‘X* j j  J  — »J  b  ! J ^La^ l I — • 1 1

(  A aa> ^  * 4 j L  I ^  1 mi 1 11 ) *^«yw ^  1 ^U» J . | - 0

L   5 L i J jie  J *

• ( U a.— #  :  d j L >  i  jL J J l ) 

* • 4 jU ijL J J l )• ^-o il ŷy
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j t —m m L f l ^ d  ̂ j ^ a l )  ^ J k w > * Y I d  4a  1 A tm  I dL^J I C w ^ J w l ^
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i i » - l• Ĵ, U I j « f V9—1

• iJ<j  :~" ! L .  J—»y 9 J | L — ^y — 1 )

• u , ■ .ijj ; . _1 T •( <J*»Ma;)*  -1 • j —1 T

• j  j   . . . . . . . . . . . .   j  j  - i  9 .  i ^ : ;  - i  t

• \ j j , Jl : j ->y . j l j j f - n

*(<y< ;S j L i ^L .1 J I)*S  j UJI y ^ l A o i lJj^iaJl  *

* (^«." * 4 jl» l^l>Ml)l ) * I., ̂ b.ll • ^ . I ■ -4|:* ̂



3 6 0
- l * T  -

, ■— J L j j

— *1 x^-Di 1 ^ 5 ^W> ^
^ ̂  ^ ^ ^ ^ *' i9 ^

I  i i ■ ̂  » C »9̂

c J jlb s  c r | ; W ^  U j— 1

/  *i~ l r -» - U *  
A ^ b  o - y  t jr f^^ Ip J I

• o« c ‘ t  ••

J—•£ jf I £—)

— - A y.- n J  J ^ — T

* <lo»JI ^ J 5 j  4ytN>^Q> J  j l  ■ A>..ll —T 

( / — —**• • 2 j l —o i 0 LJUI )



3 5 9 - I M  -
-

■■■■■. m.wj1 T jpl cr—iti G»4*»«_.0
^ W •  o .  f c  *  ^  V « 9  * *  * .

^ t  * « * H  < i l * *  j l  ^ m n m A i A I  4  I^ip^A**■mi — 1

• I ,  2 J I j j ,  0 — y iL j .  - . T c ^ . ;  L , l H a _ Y
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*• *

■b*J* tr« 1 J

* 1 • — Y n  :,U^leD1__n s j *-«JI

• H - 1  *o l *Yl  • Y• tJ ^ J ld J ^ J I :

\ j t  t l >  * ^  t  j  T •  U y  f j i c L L J l — Y * > l—p ; J d «  j

• i i ^ j i A L - j l  * a i y *  : - k *  i j - °  * o J I— :  i

• s t  cl—L u J l—Y j j i j i i e l i - J U

• J  H : cdL-Jl Ji • ( Y ) .̂Î Jl I j ~A
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— i J i l * \ k cpĴ S J Y (^ iJ  ̂ U i  \f^ ^>J> -s' *

* tj . .._Ih,1 t JLJI * lj .IK, t » Js—I
* h j j  S j l j , ( * ' io- x  •* ------ i» ^ ti» —T

1 ./• j *  f 'c r 1 • ‘ •k—1* * c-----
• u ik ^J t t j  • pi—j  *1)1 t l^ iy  ~ U t v ^ : 1—1

• j  *-*=: j  -A  • ; i fc r -iI_L i1---- Y

* —J J * r- --j j l _ )  •

j  • —* T • ; j • j  • f • -k iJ^vi-JJl—I >

♦ »J ,» :

T?

 *J ~ i t

iaJI: J ,  I*Js-n ipi : i - i  *

1 , < is —I Y

■=*- : -t> • cr-rr̂ ' : J *

r -  i .

* — ■■ ■ — C> ^  J i ^ 4J 1̂ J liL̂  • S-.J-J ^  ̂ 5 *LaJ ^  !£

•( < ■ ^  16 j L  )

( ;  s  j L  i ^ L J J l  ) * v , B ,.«iS  4 * 3 ^  ;



i r  

\ i  

0

j .  hfcji i&ji
l J f e  ^^l££)l r K£,\* j£jl ^
^ . t i l l  .̂l̂ jjl *\ Î ia» k^Sjpiy Ŝ ZJl Y)l^ —
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 ̂1 ’H ^ Ô 1* ̂ / "C— Ja<IjiJ 1 J*>*1 |j—t •

T X<r_L l.'(y  \fjji f-SjiJ* ^  1
•£ “>

-<aJ! i j « ^  — I  ^  i ^ r — T p — )
*

*^ l y x I j j i J L J I  4-fo j l (  t ĵl» * i  ^ i j  i   ̂ i  i<^o»jl) ImJT
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* J .-■.. ■ O'lf+f J j i b  — Y * C —)

• 1/----------- s . : y - t  • I f_So s j  < b  —t

-b» j J 1 b —.1 9 J* Y- I t b  —£>•  •o-
b  4 j  <j—d y  L<—A * <1 a? ^  • j  | b —Y

C-l<l-A» I j  1 ^ 4  b  —I* • C. i fj ----i  1

• y  1? I vy  —11 • c* (ji—"*  ̂j —>■—I I

• fj - ^ J l v ^ C . y  jb^Jl IJ L ft- ir  

. j  . 1 — 10 • v i t j : J= • j l , : j —> t

i ;  ; j i i _ I Y  • :_1 » j . -h  _ I 1
* c r

la -d  L-o * j 4  b  — n  •  l.-i------- ^  j J 4 b  — IA

-b  ; ly jl U l • j l  J —01ft y —Y •r

jl J,yC<Jl : J * ♦ ^ 1  r/O l -1 T
• (  j j —  o ; 2 j L —o 4 y l —U l )

bi- boiL a  ̂ d*a+* d jLpj djB^b^o*. I J | Ja—jJl y3> -i x Y •

• (I «*. : djU>« y l—J J l)



2 9 6

IpwJl p-Lil »̂o*i I j i  &
Vir*’ ^

Ir 4̂ !? *kJlj d̂Ja i  (̂ yc>

<Sx~ \ 1

X 1fJL 'iJh^yr* c j  1? c-SK: ̂ ii

^Jl {jS y

(jJSiiit* MC^UJ^cS ĵibis:
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4 a 1 .-» :d  )L-oi\
f ~
4 «!■■ 1.4 4 j  4 j  <(jl> 4 b> •») Y 

£ « _ —Jii'j j b i  j  4̂ ji 4 I —)Y

4 1 * 9 :  cJJL— J l — 1 1

• ,  5L  4 a i l l  oJl_1  o

L

4 V|— ̂ |b 11 Ld^ljd 4 J? 4S|M|fbi) l> i^ d t I j  * Sr*A|b 1) \j I J j  —1 ^

4s-----------«b>: *^4 J l cJy_iJl 4 avb : j —1 Y

4 Am ii blL̂  lyj y o  4 cl 11 —WlJ 1 MM I A

— Af» 2 a 4 J * u r  4 «b—•! T• A

4 J 1... ■ 9̂ 4 a c r * l  1 p** bJ I j  1—■»* t U*y 4 lyJbi \ fjr ““ T 4 
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-• V

c; L 3 l »‘ f L U l( s i ^ p l ; j » '  

u  0 ^ jL q . ' jB '  ( a a i >

. ■>
^  c ^ .  j f « .Y

j/_  ..h,- "jji <Ii*» 11, _ r

1 L j,y j U^JI ^  e lL 2 J lc j" t_ t

; p b  0 J< J ii'!(

I c I l ^ L o J & ^ D I  Jl». ■’i i a l —T
^  _  o  _ _______« *_

A mfi 1 «Jj d I Jfi ̂  ^S> J J“̂  ̂ •""■Y 

LT—* O ̂   ̂ vlJ / ! ?

1 J * f  1 j  CU * *  ̂ J L •  «

• J —T is  (_r - 5 SJt̂ Lv  )

cr- ■M i<  ̂ J j * 1 j  < f  *

o t i ; ^ i   ̂ i j  i i s — & • a i—

* 0-------- k ; f « ; _ Y

j j  : ^ i i s — 1

u y  i <Ji —'1

W  • j  * c r —-A* < y ^  * c — * « -

• ^  L — iUJb • J  I  i s — ) • • j  u  9 A—LJLm —^

* ^——iLoe • J  < ^  |  j  I i s — ) )

y C> AmmmC Juan, a <5̂  ) I  ̂I •' c  ̂*t- i • * ĵd Î J I t,*J l ^ i  1 M (
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T\(Lr,̂ Crpdl JU ÎI f djli ̂ 1̂ )1 )&y 11 ( pkiJj ) —1

-» * ** ^  .  .-■

’̂ , j *  j * f  <u *<  ̂  ̂ L ,
* * i  I  i  T i I jc -l—+ p l *A I • pLwJI ^ ji i l^ L a d ) ia » «  — y I

• i   t :  c - U m î i  •  t y  :
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ŷ J liS£ • y< I J b • LaoJ I * <—PpL) I '-d  9 d3LluaJ I 9 Cl-tyLnoJ 1 — Y



2 3 3

1 J L - ^

d  Ixjl )l \ ( d j* ) ̂  Coi

I  x\ p j } \  1 Jla tte lcJJj—T

J jL— oUj p o c b jU —r

* A i  lyd juJl 5 J^A«» ^1

V>—• • J * f ““^

- ■ ■ v( « ^u—SJl—T

: cj 5Ji_r
!* * - ..l-SlI—1--------------*  •  — v

— ^  j  j  ^  * v j i » — 0

. I

• v>

•  <1—

• c.

IftL J l t  j j ip l  Y L^JcJJbl 

I—<*-< i  *V



2 3 2 — t i  —

n

l. . . d i j  j l — ^

® ■ *  ) •  A t  ^ jp l  .1 i» i) l ^ J j j l  ^ L o rt> ! 4  i X + t k m  ^ 1

w :k : j —I

• o ?  i t ;  i » 4 ^ - T

• j *  JJ*) '  I ^p< t—T

* S ^J i i f



2 3 1  -  TT -

Cu>L JJJLltr *jX̂LTlyijb Û kboj't loll (jitl: Ja_1 *
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• 1 ‘ Y i U i U  o L -J ^  1 YY* Y

t iy  -  r i o  : i • s-JJl ^ i



LJfcJI o>LJI ty

l5 j-------xs : /  -k>—Y

(j (r* •  j

: j «  ̂< J=—i

j _____ pjJI : j —A

o - s > t 1 :  j  ’ o - z +

—X^jr-------------• J

: j  — o

J  —y

• (  j_ L »  : s j U < 0 L U I ) -0 - _ L lv - i i  : tilo  ^ao» • a H — I — ) *

  ̂ / L J l v  la  i  dJ JSj * v*Lb J • I : *L«oU  Y

• rt,— .—— ..̂ .-o.̂ 'Vi L -J I * L a «J 1 1 — * 1 dopw<ot * ĴJdLJ * L,—< «ra) 1
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