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ABSTRACT.

This thesis is the study of the social organisation of an ethnlic minority -
the Ibos of South Eastern Nigeria - in London. It examines the interaction of
major variables in three historical periods, beginning with the sarly years
of Ibo migration and culminating in the period following the Nigeria-Biafra
War of 1967=-1970. Attention is fociissed on the interrelationship of power
relations and symbolic action. Activities associated with kinship and
marriage are revealed as the forces which sustain the gxoup in changing
structural circumstances.

In the years preceeding the war, the Ibos are a community of students.
Financial dependence o#f kin, and the expectation of a speedy resturn home, pro-
mote conformity to traditional norms of marriage., The following period sees a
radical change in social organisation. With the termination of fimancial
support the Ibos become a community of workers, their studies suspended ozr
abandoned. In the face of external pressure relationships within the group
are intensified and intsrnal social barriers lowersd. A kinship ideology is
used to mohbilise support for the war effort. The emphasis on unity is reflected
in patterns of marriage.

In the contemporary period extsrnal pressures are absent and individual
energies are spent in the promotion of private interests. But an awareness
of common interests is apparent in the sphere of kinship and marriage. The
senior members of the group strive to ensure that certain standards are up-
held in the process of marital selesction and legalisation, the conduct of
marital affairs and the settlement of disputes.

Thus it is seen that the Ipos remain culturally distinct despite economic
incorporation in the host socisty. It is argued, in conclusicn, that the study
of continuity énd change in a particular ethnic group has implications for

tha perpestuation of minority groups in general.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTIGN .

Bagkground to the ressarch., The original aim of the research which is described

in the following chapters was to examine the social organisation of the lbos
in kondon, in oxdexr to see how an ethnic group perpetuastes itself in an alien
environment. In common with other minority groups, the lbo situation prompts
questions about social boundaries and group affiliations Uther studies have
drawn atiention to social problems arising from inter-ethnic contact in fast-
growing citiss in newly independent countries; to the persistence and rein-
forcement of ethnic ties in the movement to urban areas from the rural hinter-
land, or in the establishment of trading communities outside their sreas of
Qrigin.1 Consideration has been given to the relationship between ethnic
identity and class affiliation in societies charzacterised by both sthnic
diversity and stratification on the basis of socio-econowic criteria.z

In the initial stages of thes research all of these aspects - the nature of

ard
ethnic identity, the importarce attached to ethnic,class symbols, the main-
tenance of social boundaries - secmed relevant to the situation of the Ibos
in London. In their case, additional factors associated with both the group and
the social environment helped to crsste a unique situation and so commend it
for study.

Information gleansd from a varisty of sources suggested that a study of the
Ibos in London might bs particularly interesting and academically rewarding.
In the first place, relatively little attention has been given to contemporary
Ibo society in Nigeria, a fact which in itself makes such an attempt worth-
while.3 Even less is known about Ibo communities living ‘abroad' (ie. away
fram the village). Socielogical accounts of Ibos living in ethnically diverse

areas (Ilbadan, Calabar and Port Harcourt) axist4 but pothing at all is known about

{. Bee for example I. Wallerstein (1965); D.Pazkin (1966); H. Kuper ed.{1965);
A, Cohen (1966) & (1967); J.C. Mitchell (1956); A.L. Epstein (1958) & {1967);
M. Banton (1967); P.C, Lloyd (1967); K. Little (1965); M. Gluckman (1965).

2. Examples are P.C. Lloyd ed. (1966); P. Morris (1961); A.U. Southall ed.(1961)
& (19646); M. Fraenkel (1964).

3. Un the present state of Ibo studies ses 5. Uttenberg (1961).
4. W.T. Morrill (1963); C. Ukonjo (1967}); A. Smock (1971).




ibo communities in Western industrial societies, Significant differences

in the society of the Ibas in Nigeria and the social life of the Western
capital - London - to which they have travelled are revealed in the exdsting
ethnagraphic literature on the lbos, and the varicus studies of new elites,
urbanisation and changiing pattemns of social stratification in sub-~saharan
Africa..Various strxiking contrasts, together with the new social, political

and ecomaomic circumstances induced by the Nigeria - Biafra War, suggest certain
problem areas for analysis. These may be listed briefly.

According to literature, Ibo society is traditionally classless. An
ggalitarian idenlogy is marked by the absence of institutionalised privilege.
Authority in traditional Ibo culture is not vested in formal hereditary offices.
Positions of power and influsnce ars achieved largely by material mmans.1
This situation provides a marckad contrast to that of contemporaxry Britain
where the converse obtains; social relationships are largely governad by
class categories and reflect a hierarchial model of society. Nirerian society
also provides a contrast to traditionasl Ibo society anc thereby adds a further
dimension to the social strxzucture of the Ibo community in bLeandon, In con-
temporaxy Nigeria, according toe the literature, urban society is increasingly
characterised by a system of stratification resembling the class structure
of industrialised societies.z

Ibos are said to be individualistic yet at ths same time 'clannish', The
impression gained from the literature is that communal ties are strong, and
based on kinship and locality. Individual achievement and collective interast
are egually valued, an apparent contradiction which perhaps has its equiva-
lent in the individualism and class intereests of Western societies. In the
latter, however, the dideclogy of individualism opevates in most sphexes of
activity, and little significance is at:ached to kinship and locality sas
organising principlss,

Again, various questions are prompted by the contrasts associated with

the dichotomies of industrial-non-industrial society and urban~rural forms

1. Standard Ilbo ethnographies are C.K. Mesk (1937); M.M. Green (19&4); S.L.Ross
(1965); V. Uchendu (1965); articles by G.I. Jones.

2. P.C. Lloyd (1966),(1967),(1971).,




of social crganisation. In texms of Talcott Parson's pattern variables,

relations in Britain are typically specific and action is governad by univer-
salistic criteria. In Nigeria the opposite values - diffuseness and particu-
larism = ca):rl:ain.Ji The characteristics of the urban way of life - density,
anonymity, heterogeneity and su on -~ are more pervasive in Britain then in
Nigeria, where city life, in the sense in which it is understood in the West,
is modified by indigenous fTorms of sogial organisation which defy the attempts
of Western sociologists to develop a universally applicable model of urbanism,

An element in the situation of thes Ibos in London which calls for particular
attention is colour prejudice, and th: issues related to it. The question
arises as to whether this particular minority grpup has the identity of
"Immigrant' ascribed to it and is subjected to the various kinds of discrimi-
natory treatment accordingly. The status of commonwealth citizens, the deve-
lopments in legislation designed to control immigration and the prevailing
social attitudes on th2 metter are factors in the situation: which desezve
attention. Apart from the receptividty or lack of it in +the host society, the
attitude. of the Ibos is a relevant consideration: their metives in coming,
and their expectations of 1ife in the Christian fellow-commonwealth countxy
whase norms they have already been encouraged to accept as their own.

In this respect, the phrase 'Ibo receptivity to change'! stends cut in the
literature indicating a fruitful area fox investigatinn.2 Une wonders how
the individual adaptability and institutional Flexibility wade much of by
anthropolagists is manifested in this particular inter-ethnic situation.

Finally, the factor of the Nigeria-Biafra war adds a unique dimension to
a situation which is otherwise not unusual. The war ended in Januaxy 1270,
fourteen months before the fisldwork for this thesis began. In approaching
the problem, it saemed essential to take account of the War in examining the
way of life of the Ihos in london. They were living in the countxy whose

diplometic influence and physical resources had been deployed against theirx

1. T. Parsons {1951).
2. 5. Uttenbexg {1959).




people at home and whose government had openly declared its suppoxt for the
status guo in Nigeria, a status quo which the Ibos regarded as highly inimical
to their interests. This situstion would inevitably affect the degree of social
interaction within the community. Une wanted to see whether and by what means
the Ibos had organisad themselves to promote the war effort; whether they

had made use of existing institutional mechanisms or developed new ones
appropriate to the new situstion; and whether the appsal for support had

been made in terms of kinship, religion, locality or some other categery.

At the time fieldwork commenced it seemed appropriate to ask whather the
intensity of interaction observed during the war years1 continued to exist;
whether social barriers lowered during that time had disappeared for good,
or reappeared in the post-war social and economic conditions. A related
guestion was whether the channels of communication forged during the war
still existed or whether there had been a reversal to the pre-war patterns
of association. In particular, it seemed likely that the war had dramatically
affected the future of the Ibos in London, and that the period of the ressarch
would be crucial, a turning point in the history of the community. Indeed,
one could imagine that a high-water wark had just been reached, following
which the community would dwindle away to nothing as Ibos slready here graudally
finished their studies and left, and none came to replace them., Alternatively,
it was possible thal one was witpessing the establishment of first gensration
Ibo immigrants, forced to remain in Britain by the conditions in their home
country.

In short, the decision to undertake research on the Ibos in London was
prampted by several considerations; the present state of Ibo studies; theore-
tical issues of ethnicity and problems of interv-ethnic contact; and the
peculiar situation of the Ibas in London in the aftermath of the Nigeria-

Biafra War. Broadly defined, the aim was to examine the social organisation

. e

1. The official fieldwork period was precsded by several years of close and
continuous contact with a section of the Ibo community ik London.




of an ethnic minoxrity in an alien society. Mpre specifically the questien for
consideration was this: in the context of a Westem Industrial society and the
change in structural circumstances induced by the war in Nigeria, what is
the extent of adherence to Ibeo norms and the extent of adaptation to the
norms of English society? Attention was to be focused on three sets of rela-
tionships: those between Ibos and members of the host society; between Ibos
in London and those in Nigeria; and among the Ibos themselves.

At the commencement of fieldwork with theses areas of interest in mind,
the immediate problem was methodological. The theoretical problem had to be
defined opsrationally and rendersed susceptible to empiricel analysis. The
problem was two-fold. Abstrasct sociological constructs such as 'community!
must be opsrationalised in terms of specific aregas of social interaction.
And conceptual clarification was reguired =o that the group, loosely termed
an 'ethnic minority' could be delineated fur the purpose of study. The first
gquestion for consideration, then, concems the identity of the group. The

next relstes to the method of studying them.

Delingation of the group. Two broad perspechives ave discernible in the various

approaches to the study of ethnic minurities.1 According to pne, an ethnic
group is & group of ascription and identification. Action and relationships

are structured by & set of values and material circumstances. Ascription and
identification depend on primordial sentiments which spring from the givens

of social existence - assumed blood ties, race, language; religion, regionalism,
customs - which praduce an funreflective sense of collective self-«hc.\od'2 The
term 'ethnicity' in this view refers to inherited ascribed characteristics
originally perceived in studies of immigrants, and that definition remains

cent ral. The postulates of descent and sucin-cultural community differentiste
ethnicity from other forms of differentiation, such as social strotification,

Ethnic ties are morally binding and non-specific but are not always operxrative.

1, This was the conclusion of tha A.S.A. Conference on Urban Ethnicity, held
in London in Spring 1970. '

2. The expression is [. Gesrtz's. (1963).




Thus an athnic group is often not a group in the sense of an interacting
social unit but a category, a collectivity of individuals who have only their
gthnic identity in common, In certain circumstances appeals can be made to it
by a few individuals to whom it is strategie, and the rest are obliged to
follow by virtue of the morasl imperative of ethnic ties, Within this frame-
work questions are posed concerning the situations in whieh ethnic symbols
becoms meaningful, the behaviour of individuals when there is a conflict
between the ethnic ideology and, say, the status ideclogy of the wider society,
and the organisation of the group when its members perceive a threat to their
collective interasts. Cthniecity is accounted for at the level of individual
pereeption;'fha emphasis is on subjective affiliation or ascription by other
people. Attention is focussed on symbols of identity, external sighs and
diacritica which differentiate between mzmbers and outsiders.

According to the other visw, an ethnic group is a collectivity with common
norms reflected in a distinctive pattexn of symbolic bshaviouxr, Ethnicity is
the process of interaction betwéen two such culture groups. Contact between
them is of an economic and political kind, by virtue of which the groups
have relations of interest and way be defined as interest groups. 'Ethnicity!
raters to the way in which ths r-spective interests are articuluated by means of
symbolic action - kinship, friendship, ritual and ceremonial. As relations
of power change, so does the pattern of articulation; tha degree of formal
organisation; and confermity to group norms.

In the view of the 'Interest'! school of thought ethmicity is not an irre-
ducible category but a dependent variable. The phencmenon known as an ethnhdc
group is a special kind of interest group, differentiated from others -~ ed.
classes - by the particular symbolic structure dsed to articulcte its interests.
wWwithin this framework attention is focussed on the articulstion of interests
in changing structiral circumstences. This view gives conceptusl priority

to the boundary situation, and to structural relationships. It takes account




of external constraints excercised on one group by another.

The two schools of thought - the interest school and the cognitive school -~
are thus distinguishable by their level of abstraction. The cognitive school
oparates with a common sense definition on the assumption that ethnicity is
an irreducibls concept so that conceptual emphasis is vightly placed on the
factial perceptions of individuals. It ié concerned with the individual mani-
pilation of sthnic symbols for political, recrzational and kinsship purpuses.
Ethnic identity provides a basis for cooperation, a source of categories
for action and associstion. At the methodological level the cognitive approach
takes the individual use of ethnic symbols as a starting point.

The interest schuol adopts a holistic apprzoach. 'Ethnic group' is a socio-
logical construct, a model produced by the ethnographer on the bkasis of cule
tural uniformity (of religion, occupation etc.). In methodological terms it
concentrates upon the strength of group boundaries, and asks how thess are
sustained in changing circumstances.

A criticism made of the interest school is that its level of abstraction
precludes individuel perceptions. At the lsvel of action subjective affilistion
and ascription by others ars relevunt considerations which are obscured by the
ethnographer's model, a socielogical comstruct based on objective criteria
and imposed on the actors. The cognitive school is criticised for its Failure
to explain the basis of identification. Its opponents ses thoe cognitive aspect
~ the presznes or absence of subjective identification - as arising from, or
incidental te, the process of interaction., The degree of interaction depends
on structural circumstances - the political, sconomic and legal status of the
group in the wider society. A high degree of interaction, induced by these
factors, promotes identification and leads to the reinfarcément, or creation,
of symbols of identity. In the view of the interest school the cognitive
school is of greater psychological thanm sociological interest, since common

membership of a social cetegory may or may not have implications far action,




An explanation in terms of individual perception fails to take account of
external constraints and is hence inadequate for underxstanding a sociolo-
gical phenomenon,

The views are complémentaczy, and both are illuminating for the Ibo case.
Both are accoﬁbdated in the concept of ethnic group and ethnicity adopted
for the present purpose. The concept used here differs from that of the in-
terest school to the extent that ethnieity is not regarded simply as a depen-
dant variable or the ethnic group a special type of interest graup. An ethnic
group is seen as belonging %o a different categoxry frowm that of a social class
by virtue of its methods of recruitment. Dn the other bhand ethnicity is taken
to mean more than a process of individual identification and ascription,
Structural circumstances determine the strength of ethnic ties, the potency
of ethnic symbols and the pattexn of identification and ascription,

There are in fact two dimensions of social reality which must be taken
into account in a polyethnic gr plural situation of this kind: the way people
feal and the way they bshave. The way they feel - the psychological dimension -
is a matter of identity. Identification with the rest of the group may be
achieved through subjective affiliation or ascription by other pzople. Common
identity rests on unifying symbols such as language, history and culture,
and on objective circumstances which draw people together such as sconomic
intarest and minority gxroup status,.

The sescond dimension, patterns of intersction, is in one sense a manifest-
ation of the first. A high degree of interaction is the empirical expression
of a Telt community of interest. Conversely, a low degree of interaction is
an indication of social distance and marks the boundary bétween the group
and the rest of society, or between one minority group and another. At the
same time interaction desexrves congeptual pricdity over identity in a soccio-
logical analysis in as much as individuals are brought into interaction by
force of circumstance and then develop a common identity. It is born of theix
common interests and reflected in external signs, shared values and symbolic

behaviour.




In the chapters which follow, emphasis is placed on patterns of interaction
rather than systems of identification. The lbos axe studied as a community
of interacting individuals xather then a soeial aggregaste whose members have
gnly their identity in common. Howevex, the two dimensions are substantively
related as the following description of identification and interaction in the
Ibo community makes clear.
a. Identity. The following comments reveal some of the ways in which the Ibos
perceive their society and their membership of it.

'The Igbms? are a comrunity to the extesnt that they have & common language,
though they speak a Variety of different dialects. A man feels a special
affinity with someone who speaks Igbo. It is language which makes an Igbo-
man. An Igbo who can't aspeak the language properly has forfeited his
birthright...!

'Some of us want to have a school for our children born in Britain @&n order
to keep the culture alive, But it's difficult to think of a rallying factor.
Uther ethnic groups have xeligion, language or art forms but the Ibos are
united only by descent.! (A dilemma because the principle of descent divides
as well as unites.lt lies at the rwot of parochialism and tribalism,

archaic tendencies which are out of place in the new ordex.?!)

"Ihos are competitive and always aim high. If an Ibomen has a shilling he
wants to add another to it, unlike a Yoruba who eats today and Torgets
tomorrow. Ibos work harder than other Nigerians, consume less, save more,

Iboland is large but it has a common culture: the spirit of hard work,'
These self-images reflect the importance of language, descent and values,
though there is no consensus of view. Uthers stress shared circumstances
of life in Britain:

It is difficult here. In Britain we are all the same, all "boy-Boys!

together.!

‘London iz a leveller., Here you are criticised by peopls who wouldn't dare
to stand before you at home. But we are all studying now, all doing the same

2
thing. You have to mix with peocple you wouldn't look at at home.!

1. Vernocular spelling, not generally used but insisted on by this informant.

2. The point was made rather embarrasingly at a wedding reception by the
Master of Ceremonies. The bride's parents, a chief and his wife, had come
for the occasion and had to be invited to take their place on the platform.
The M.C.'s Ffirst faux _pas was to introduce the Chief as'Mr....' When his
grror was hurriedly pointed out to him he added insult to injury by ex-
plaining that he had foryotten because ‘here (in U.K.) we don't bother
abaut such things.'




'Being so far from home draws us together. Even 0sus...{dsscendants of
ritual slaves, contact with whom is proscribed). After all, a joumey of
3,008 miles must have changed them a bit, made them %less bad".' (spoken

with ixony).

Diffaxent aspects of the common identity are stressed in these comments.
lLinguistic affinity, common texrritory, and common descent are reinforced

by the circumstances which have brought the psople to Britain and the common
problems they face hera.

In London a sense of affinity exists between Ibo speakers, though feaw
would use language to define membership of the group as did the informant
quoted earlier, Many people, indeed, speak it imperfectly or neot at all,
egpecially if they have grown up outside Iboland. Igbo-speakers who are not
Ibo by descent, such as Yoruba students whoses parents were traders in the
East,1 are treated with familiarity and a lack of the reserve normally present
in relations with non-Ibos, but they are not accepted as full members of the
group.

Common descent provides the ultimate criterion of group membership. It
provides the idiom for the expression of community sentiments. Remote ties
become significant and new relationships are discoverad.2 A young woman who
described how she spent her offduties (she was a nurse) with hexr 'brother' and
his wife said that she had not met him until she came to England, or even known
of the relationship. Shs said with some wonder that she had woxked with his
brother in the same bank at home without even knowing that he was her relation!
The relationship was too distant to be recognised in their home area, but in
fondon it assumed significance. The importance of descent is shown also in the
following example. A young man explained his position in the war as follows:
'Isupported Biafra not for intesllectual reasons but because I am an Ibo, I

have never been to Eastern Nigeria and I don't speak the language. But when wy

1+ See J.A. Sofola, (1971).

2. This practice is founded on tradition. Un the manipulation of descent
reckoning for the structural realignment of descent groups see M.M. Green,
{1964) and G.I. Jones (1949).




"

family were cut off from Nigerxia it had to be the same for me. 1 am Ibo bscauss
my kith and kin are lbo...' A Westemn Ibo deascribed with some bitterness how

he had heen Torced teo identify with Biafra. He said, 'l don't sympathise with
them (the Eastern Ibos). We (Western Ibhos) are mere Bini (culturally related

to Benin). But when the fighting started the other people in ths Mid-West

State said they didn't want us any more and we should go and join the rest of
our people across the Niger.' Rathex than do that, be came to Britain and now
associetes with one or two other Westemrn Ibos.

Apart from common descent and socio-cultural and linguistic affinity, there
are factors in the environment in lLondon which contribute to the sense of
common identity. Ibos are united by the expesrience of travelling wany miles
with the same objective, and trying to achieve it in difficult circumstances.
When legal, social and political factors in the environment stand between them
and the atkainment of their goal, a sense of common identity bassd on a
community of interest reduces the internal barriers which would have divided
them in the home environment.1

Thege factors include legislatimn'dasigned to control immigration, and the
attitudes of hostility in the hosgt svcisty which gave bixth to it (and to
subsequent legislation to improve race relations). Difficulty experienced
universally in the search for accoﬁ?dation and Jjobs fosters a sense of unity
among people who otherwise have little in common except descent. The war, in
particular, underlined their common identity and called for conscious affilia-

tion with the gzoup.

b. Interaction. A sense of common identity based on descent, socio-cultural
affinity and a community of intefest is reflected in and promoted by patterns
of interaction. In describing the nature and extent of interaction in the
populastion we are concerned with social categories, the structure of relation-

ships and the boundaries which delineate the group in the wider society.

1e These cleavages will be discussed later in another context.
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The subject of study, it has been stated, is the pattern of interaction
within a social unit identified as the lbo community. The use of the term
'community! in respect of the Ibos in London raises conceptual and wethodo-
logical problems which should be clarified from the start., The first is can-
cerned with social boundaxies.

A community may broadly be defined as 'an area of socdal living marked by
some degree of social caharence.'1 It is characterised by an identity of inte-
rest and intensity of interaction among its members. These two aspects are
substantively related. A high degree of interaction is the empirical expression
of a community of interest, and is generally, though not always, associated
with the subjective identification of individuals with the group. A low degree
of inbteraction is an indication of social distance and marks the boundary
between the community and the rast of society or between one community and
another, Thus 'community'impliss a degree of boundedness. It suggests an
identifiable unit whose members associate among themselves to the exclusion,
partial or total, of non-members.

A community, then, is marked by the interdependency of relationships and
activities of the people who bdlong to it. In an urban situation, however,
mast of the members of a community, while interacting awmng themselves, are
at the same time involved in relationships and activities with outsiders.

They participate in the plurxality of social fields - industrial, political,
religious and so on ~ which make up the social system of the tawn.z The
absence of clear cut boundaries poses a problem for analysis. For the purpose
of study, boundaries must be drawn araund the continuum of relationships

which comprise the community. To the extent that svents and relationships

1e Mclver and Page, quoted by R. Frankenberg{(1566 a} p. 15. He elaborates on

their definition as Tollows:'Cowmunity implies having something in common.
Those who live in a community have overriding economic interests which are
the gsame or complémentary. They work together and also play togsther, Their
interest in things gives them a e@ommon interest in sach other. They quarrsl
with sach other but are never indifferent to each other. They form a group
of people who meet frequently face to face although this may wmean that they
end up back to back...! p. 238,

2. J. Clyde Mitchell renders Barnss's concdpt of social field as follows: 'A
social field may be thought of as a series of inter-connecting relationships
all of which in some way influence each other...Each field is a segment of
the sosial system which may be isnlated in tevms of the interdependency of

(Cont'd p.13)
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external to the immediate situation affect the behaviour of tha actors, the
notion of 'community' is an abstraction and boundaxies which are defined to
meet the needs of a particular study are arbitrazy. But such boundaries are
necessaxy for hsuristic reasons. for without delimiting the area of social
relations which are to be the subject of intensive study the enquiry is likely
to become overextended, as the various chains of relationships are traced
Further and further afield. This is a requirement for the study of evexy
commgnity in an urban environment, but in the cases of an ethnic minority the
nesd far clearly defined boundaries is particularly pressing. As A.Coben
notes of the Hausa in Ibadan, members of a community of migrants maintain
vigorous links over considerable d:i.stam:es.:t

in defining the unit of analysis in the present case it seems reasonable to
include, where necessary, actors spatially removed Trom the Ibo community
who belong to the same role set as an individual, or individuals, in lLondan,
Thus in the extended case presentsd later in the chapter the attitudes and
actions of an Ibo in Nigeria are tcken into account in understanding the
bshaviour of his brother in London. The man in Nigeria, although spatislly
removed from the situation under study, is an important member of his brother's
role set., He is the first link in a chain of relationships which extend outwgrds
from the community. Similarly, some non-Ibos who by direct links of work,
friendship or marriage belong to the social networks of particular Ibos are
included in the analysis. But the relationships are traced no further than the
first link% The unit of analysis thereby remains centred upon interacting.lbes.

Associated with the guestion of boundaries is another problem of squsl
relevance for the present discussion, It arises in connection with the internal
arrangement of groups in an urban situation. The existence of interests outside

the community affects the nature and intensity of relotionships within it.

{2 cont'd. from psge 12) the relationships and the activities of the people
involved in it.....Uverlapping fields together.....comprise the total
social system.s...' (1966) p. 57.

1. A. Lohen (1969 a) p. 25.

2. A. Cohen follows & similar procedure in his study of the Hausa, by including
in the analysis relationships which lead outside the guarter, but tracing
them no further than the first link. The relationship of & Sgbo landlord
to a cattle dealer in Hausaland is included but the social network of the
latter is not (1969 a) p. 25.
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Whether defined on the basis of neighbourhood, class, ethnic origin, religious
affiliation or other criteriocn, a community in an urban situetihon tends to
be marked by internal groupings which partly refidect the institutions of the
wider scciety. The members of an ethnic minority, for instance, may interact
by virtue of their common interests in relation to non-members but at the
same time asspciate among themselves on the basis of variabless like occupation,
place of residence, wealth, political interests or religious affiliation;
or external criteria of a different nature such as haoms town in the countxy
of arigin. The basis of association is flexible since the different sets of
relationships, or social fields, overlap. An individual is somatimes in the
position of having to chonse which of several xoles he will play vis-a-vis
another person. He may relate to him as a kinsman in one situation, a political
rival in anothexr, and a landlord to his tenant in a third.1

The pattern of interaction among the Ilbos reflects this varisty of groupings.
Indeed, defined in terms of interaction it is perhaps wisleading to talk
about 'the Ibo community' as if its members form a single, cohesive unit,
They did so for the duration of the Nigeria-Biafra war but now are more accu-
rately seen as a sewvies of interlocking and overlapping units based on place
of origin, place of upbringing or education; on ceccupation and socio-economic
status; and on residence.2 But whether they are or are not a 'community! in
subjective terms is in a sense irrelevant. Ubjectively thoy are a unit by
virtue of the marked tandency for role-playing with other Ibos. The inter-
dependency of actions and relationships among the members of the group
distinguishes it as a unit within the wider social system of the city. As

such the Ibos are a suitable unit for analysis, a unit to which the label

1« The phenomenon originally defined by Evans-Prichard as Situational Selec-
tion, For a discussion of its contemporary significance see J. Clyde
Mitchell ((96) ¢B8-9

2. There is a resemblance here between the London lbos and the western Ibos in
Ibadan. R. Hannertz was struck by the fact that the various groups have
only their Ibo identity in commen. They are spread our over various occu-
pations; they have Tewer multiplex rslationships than do other ethnic
groups. They are therefore a category rather than a group (community).
However, Hannextz belfeved that appeals could be made on the basis of the
common Ika identity and people would Teel morally obliged to respend. This
view was expressed at the A.S5.A. Conference on Urban Ethnicity, London 1971.
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'community'is attached laxgely for caonvenience. If the central sociclegical
problem is seen as being the pattexrn of interaction within a heuristically
bounded unit, the ontological status of the Ibos as a 'community! in the
accepted sense of the word1 is irrelevant. Nonetheless it is a convenient
expression which is adopted in praference to the more clumsy 'sthnic group!
or ‘ethnic minaxity!'.

The variety of groupings, the temporary identity of interests and subtle
shifts in alliance which are characteristic of urban social relationships
pose methodological as well as conceptual problems. From a methodological
point of view the difficulty lies in wunderstanding the prxocess by which con-
flicting principles of association are accomodated; how adjustments are made
and contradictions resolved by actors Taced with alternative definitions of
the situation.

A solution %o the problem has been offered by various writers in ths form
of a technique of study: situstional analysis.2 For an dinsight into the varicus
groupings in the Ibo population and the relationships between them it is help-
fulvto consider in detail & particular ceremonial event which occurred in
the cou;se of fieldwork. This approach follows that of Mitehell, Gluckman
and Dthersa who regard specific events and ceremonies as useful stazting
points for the analysis of the social process in general. The heuristic value
of such ceremonials as the one described below lies in their tendency to
bring together in interaction individuals and groups which normally are
segregated. Guests at a wedding, funeral or other family gathering may have
little in common apart from their kinship links with the principal actors;
in terms of socio-sconomic status, occupation, neighbourhood, political
interrsts and so on there may be little to unite them. Although this inter-
action is only temporary, and the event therefore exceptional (even if re-

current, as are weddings and chyistenings) it focusses attention on the plural

1+ The community as a neighbourhood unit attracting strong sentimental attach-
ments is pronounced in ‘community studies'. For a general discussicn see
R. Frankenberg (1966 a).

2. Far a discussion of this approach see J. Clyde Mitchell(1966),Frankenberg
(1966 b), Van Velsen(1967) and G.K. Garbett(1970).

3. J. Clyde Mitchell{1956); M. Gluckman{1958); Frankenbexrg(1966 b).
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categories of identification and action of individual actors and ths style
of behaviour thought appropriate for sach cetegory. It is the untypical nature
of the event that gives it its analytical significance.

The particular social event chosen here as an introduction to the Ibo
community is a christening party which touok place in the autuwmn of 1971. A
Brief description of the participants and the events of the day is followed
by an analysis of the various groupings representedthere,and of certain inci-
dents which occurred, By way of introduction, a short account of the wmarriage
of the principal actors is useful.

The birth of Michael and Angela's first child was in a sense the final stage
in their wedding ceresmony since it brought at last the acceptance of Angela
as Michael's wife by his re2lations. The marriage had been opposed on both
sides for a variety of reusons. Fpr Angela's family it was a case of wasted
resources. 'l sent my child to study, not to marry!l' was her father's angry
response to the news of their engagement. A married daughter's income benefits
her new family rather than the one which has paid for her training and hopes
for some return before she lsaves homa. Michael's people disapproved for res-
sons of physical and cultural distence between the two femilies. A marriage
of this sort was a breach of the tradition of endogamy in their town., Although
Angela's home town was only 20 miles from theirs it was, they maintained,

'too far' for marriage. Strangely, in Michael's view, resistance was stronger
among his relations in London ~ a sister, two first cousins, some distant
‘uncles' and some ‘'in-laws' ~ than among his immediste FTamily at home. Possibly
the former were more aware af the financial and other pressures on students

who esmbark on family life without adeguate means of support.

Michael's student status was, in Tact, a major reason fox embarking on
matrimeny when he did. He met his fubure wife during the war when his funds
from home wexe not forthcoming. He was hoping to take a degree course which
required Tull time attendance but was still in the process of acquiring the

necessary gualifications for university entrance, He attended svening classes
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and worked by day as a porter. Angela had just gualified as a nurse and was
garning & small but regular salaxy which eould support both of them while
Michael was a full time studasnt, However, the financial aspect was balanced
by the nedd they both Telt for emotional support in difficult times. They
became engaged in 1969 and warried early in 1970 at the end of the war. Both
events were attended with celebration, Michael's relations having become largely
reconciled to the marrisge. Angela's relations in London were few and distant,
but they too attended.

Full reconciliation came with the birth of a son, some eightben months
later., Although Angela had been accepted by Michael's peuople 'because she is
a good gizl', the addition of a male child to the femily brought the final
seal of approval. As Angela said, a baby girl would have brought the comment:
'You have done well!., With a boy child, it was :'Now you arvrs reslly a wifel!

As Anglicans the parents wanted their son to be christened, and a sexvice
was planned in a loecal church, to be followed by a party. Printed invitation=
cardswere sent to thircty couples and single people, and a hand-written notice
was placed in the hall of the house where they lived. Michael and Angela had
been fortunate in chtaining s service fiat in the house, which was owned by
an Ibo. They were on good terms with the other tenents, who were all £nglish,
A few days bhefore the esvent the occupants of the flat above, which was con-
siderably larger than Michael's, offersd him the use of it for the party.
The offer was gratefully accepted, and Michael enlistsd the help of these
neighbours, young men and women like hiwmself, in organdising the paty.

in the afternoon in qguestion the few people who intended to go to the
service assembled in Michael's flat, where some of them had besen for several
hours already prepaxing the food and drink for later that evening, and hslping
Angela to dress the baby. This gathering was made up of relatives and close
friends., [t included Michael'!'s sister, two male cousins, a distant male re-
lation of middle age described as an ‘uncle', and the senior man from his

village in Unitsha town to whose wife Michasl was rslated. Angela's people
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wera represented by a cousin of her sister's husband, whom she introduced

as her ‘in-law', The company were joined by some closes friends of the couple

and their families who were to be the child's godparents. They included a

doctor and his wife and an accountant. The doctor's wife had grown up with
Michael's family (as a foster child). The accountant had been his first landlord
in Bxitain, Other friends were an old school mate of Michael's and a nursing
colleague of Angela's,both Ibo.

After considerable commotion the party left in a number of cars and arrived
at the church half=an-~hour late, the the chagrin of two other parties whose
children were to be christened - West Indian and English respectively - and
the presiding ministex., After the ceremony photographs were taken around the
font and the group returnsd o Michael's flat for refreshment.

At about seven o'clock,they repaired to the flat above for t e party,
leaving behind several of the mothers with small babies, including Angela and
her son. Dther gussts began to arrive and by eight o'clock most of the
seats had been taken. The large room of the flat had been cleared for the
occasion, with seate arrangsd around the walls. At one end a small table
spread with a white cloth stood before a set of three empty chairs.

In due course the godparents were invited by the chairman, the senior man
from Michael's village, to take their places at the fable. Unly the men did
soj there was no room for the doctor's wife who remained seated with the rest.
The chairman welcomed everyone and told them they had something to loak for-
ward to:'Kola is coming!'1 Someone entared the room with a tray of Kola nuts
chopped into small pisces. It was offered first to the godparents then ciz-
culated around the xoom, while the chairman announced its passage 'to ndichie
and everyone else', ther:by acknowledging the distinction between the "elders®
and the rest. Then the chairman, amid great joviality, was handed 'a specisl

drink', a hottle of Schnapp52 with which to inveke the ancestors. Uncorking

1« Nut grown in West Africa and available in some London food stores. A symbol
of hospitality used on ceremonial occasilons.

2« &n alchoholic beverage, similar in taste and appearance to gin,which is
papular in Nigeria.
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the bottle, he tipped a small amount onito the carpet.1 As he did so he thanked
the ancestors for what had happened (the birth of & child) and prayed for
continued peace and prosperity. Inm the course of his speech a softly spoken
waman interrupted him from the fioor. She reminded him in gentle and good-
humoured reproof that he was speaking in lgbo, thereby implying that some
peaple present ~ the English visitors - wers being excluded. This comment
caused general amusement, and the woman's boldness established her as the
chairman's wife to those who did not already know, for no other woman could
have spoken to him in that way. As he continued, therefore, the chalirman made
fraguent apologies to the non-Ilbos present for speaking in Igbo, explaining
that '‘we are doing things the Ibo customary way.' Finally Michsel, who had
heen standing nearby, thanked the chairman and supporters for their good
offices, and the rest of the guests foxr coming to celebrate with the family.
The party commenced; drinks were dispensged by Michael and his friends while
his sister supervised the distribution of food. The floor gradually filled
with dancing couples.

The drinks gave rise to an incident which, together with some other un-
foreseen events of the evening, indicated conflicting definitions of the
situation. Considered in detail, these events thxow light on the pattem of
relationships between individuals and groups., first, however, and introduction
of tho guests is called for.

At the height of the svening, when all expected guests had arrived and
families with young children had not begun to depart, there were between
sixty and eighty people present. Most were Ibo, and they ranged in age from
childhood to mid-sixties. There were esgual numbers of men and women, if the
wives who remained in the flat below caring for the smallest children are
included, and the majority were married. In occupation they ranged widely.

There were sume who were clearly regarded by themselves and others, as men

1« A practice known as 'pouring libation®.,
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of distinction, such as doctors and ex-diplomats. The majority were pursuing
fairly humEle oecupations, of a clerical or semi-~skilled manual nature, while
studying for particular scademic or professional qualifications. A few of the
younger peaple wera full-time students. Several of the women were nurses.

They were there by virtue of their relationships with Michsel, Angsla orx
other guests in whose company they had come. The majority came from Michael's
home town of Unitsha, sither from bis particular village and hence considered
as being related to him in some way, or from some other part of the town and
knuwn to him and his Tamily from childhood, Some of his affinal kin came from
neighbouring towns with which unitsha has a tradition of intermarriage, based
on historicsl, cultural, social and linguistic similarities. In one of these
towns Michael received his secondary education, and some old school mates
were amony tha guests, Uthers were from a wmore distent area, Udi, whers his
fathesr had workad, and where Michazl had spent much of his childhood. Michael's
older relstions had invited one or two of their own friends, who were peers in
terms of age and sxperience. They wers either fellow townsmen or ex-colleagues.
Among older guests were sevaeral invited on account of their lop-sided friend-
ship1 with Michael ana Angela. They wsre superior in age and economic status
and enjoyed ebtesm by virtueraf their past services and advice to the young
peoble. Such was the accountant who now becawms the baby's godfather. Another
was their present landlord, who arrived later in the evening with his wife
and another couple, the two wives having attended the same teacher-training
college in their youth. Also among the Ibo guests was @ single man living in
the same neighbourhood whom Michael had met while buying the Sunday papams
one doy. Me came from an altogether different paxt of Iboland and did not
appear to know anyone else present. for much of th: time he stocod alone,

watching the others talking,dancing, eating and drinking.

1. Pitt-Rivers' expression, to denote the peculiar quality of the patron-
client relationship. Quoted by Exic Wolf, (196a).
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A highly educated professional wan, commenting on the social composition
of the gathering, remarked with distaste that it was 'not integrated', re-
ferring to the differsnces in occupation and level of sophistication. His
neighbour, however, took up this point as an attractive feature of such
occasions, 'At gabherings like this (ie. christenings)' he said, with obvious
approval, 'rich and poor come together. Even the man who holds hszaven on his
shoulders will drink and joke with the other....' Various distinctions between
the normally segregated groups were emphasised in subtle ways. The landlord,
for instance, arrived late and made the slow, deliberate entxy of a wan of
substunce, He was treated on axrrival with special respect. His wife was seized
at the doorx by Michasl's dster and ushered to thes bar, whers she was announced
in a loud whisper as 'the Landlord', to bhe given prompt service. Another
'big man', a hospital doctor related to Angela, dropped in for a while fowards
the snd of the evening. He did not have much time to spare, and his effort
to coume was taken as & compliment by Michael and Angela. He greeted Michael's
relaticns as his 'in~laws' then went to join a couple of profescicnal men
he knew, one of them a doctor like himself. They had worked together on the
committes of the Hiafra Medical Association during ths war, an. now lived in
tha same affluent suburb of kondon. In occupctional terms this man had little
in common with the other guests. He had come out of a sense of family duty,
as Angela's relation, In the course of the evening he was introduced to the
landlozxd, the ex~diplomat and the two goufathers, who were his peers in -ge,
and socio-ecopomic status. He and the accountant discoversd a mutual aguain-
tance and after chatting for some time the two men exchanged telephone
numbers.

Like other family occasions among the Ibos in tondon -~ weddings, Tunerals,
send-off psrties - this christening party was fairly homogeneous in terms of
area of origin. Most of the guests were Trum unitsha town, the exceptions
being Michaal!'s affinal kin from neighbouring ¥Western loo towns, and from

Angela's town to the sast of unitsha. Uther exceptions were the Udi people,
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velated to him through their contact during his childhood in Erugu, the
cepital, which was located in their area; the friends of his reletions; his
tandlord and people he had known at school or met in London. The last group
included the English psople.

The party brought into interaction individuals and groups normally segre-
gated. People from different local communities in lboland were drawn together
by virbue of their relationship with Michael, and many met each other for the
first time. Siwmilarly, the financially sucressful, describsd as those'duing
well' (qualified pewple esrning respectable incomes, and owning croperty)
and the less fortunate who were ‘struggling', would not normally have inter-
acted unless they belonged to the same town union or had oth.r local interests
in common,

The few non-Ibo guests at the party consisted of an Austrian ay peir girl
who had come in the company of a young Ibo man; the 'daily mindexr', an
EFnglish neighbour who was paid to care fer the new baby during the day while
his parents were at work; and six co-tenants of the couple. Une of the latter,
an elderly English spinster, remained seated with the rest of the Temale
company in the lounge. The five young men and womsn to whom the flat belonged
ranged themselves hehind the 'bar' in the hall and proceeded, by arrangement
with Michael, to sexve the drings.‘

This arrangement led to the first of four verbal exchanges of the evening
which highlighted certain groupings and revealed conflicting definitions of
the situation. A group of Michael's townspeople wers surprised and somewhat
displeased to see white pesople running the ber. People whowm to Michael and
Angela were neighbours and friends were categorised by these guests as outsiders,
people with whom they normally irnteracted only in the workplace or other
shructured situatimns.1 Their presence demanded standards of reserve and
politeness alien to the sxpected party atmosphere. They told their host,

in Igbe, that if they had known thz party was for white people they would not

1. Un the nature of structured and unstzuctured relationships in urban situa-
tions see J.C, Mitchell (1968) p. 51-6.
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have come. (The seme group remained behind to continue drinking long after

the party had officially ended and the rest of the guests had deperted. They
ratired with the family to the flat below and zemained there for wuch of the
night. When Angela, who was txying to sleep in the dame room, protested from
time to time at the noise, they told her to go back to sleep and called for more
whisky., They were, in this situstion, behaving as fellow townsmen whose right

it was to stay and enjoy the hospitslity of one of their number. In Michael

and Angela's view, however, thsy were guests who had overstayed their welcoma,)

The drink gave rise to another incident of a notentially more disruptive
nature. Michasl came across one of his uncles in the act of pocketing a bottle
of whisky. He regarded this as a breach of the rules a guest should observe
and asksd him toleave, The uncle, in great indignation, threatened to report
him to the Unitsha elders for such disrespectful behaviour, and later did so.
He regarded it as his right as a member of the family to share in the bounty
Michael displayed. Michasl's conduct towards him as a senicr relative was
reprehensible, Michael himself said later in explanation of his relation's
action that his people thought he was very rich because he stayed at home a
lot. (The iwmplication being that he had enough at home to keep him contented).
As for his uncle's threat, the town union was of no consequence toe hime. It
had no wmoral authority in London and he had no reasan to fear the words or deeds
of the elders. It sxisted merely for the arrangement of social svents and was
a forum for gossip, which was the reason for his staying at home. His uncle
obviously held a different view of the matter. As far as he was concerned
the town elders were Michaell's parents' representatives in kondon and had
moral authority ovexr the actions of the younger townspeople.

The lack of congruence in expectations between old and young was reflected
in another brief sxchange. A young man of about thirty was engaged in con-
versation with one of the English girls present. An oldexr man, in his early
furrties, approached them and invited the girl to énece. The younger man re-

sponded, 'We are talking; please.....(leave us)'. The older wan repeated
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his request for a dance expecting the youngexr man to give way to bim. The young
man said again, with some impatience, "We are kalking. Plesse -.' Ths older

man departed in silence. He withdrew, he gaid later, because he zid not want

a young man to insult an elder. This was an acknowledgement of the fact that,
had he persisted, the young man's failure to =ccede to him would have led to
angry words betwesen individuals whe in customary terms should maintain re-
lations of rssexve and respect. In the praéﬁt situation he had no means of
enforcing the customary norm and could only have lost face by staying there.

In the circumstances he had no alternative but to withdraw, and thersby avaoid
the possibility of a confrontation,

The Tinal incident reflected cleavages of a different nature, for place of
origin emerged as a basis for sodidarity and exclusion. A young man and woman
who had arrived together appeared to be having an argument. The immadiate
cause seemed to be their differing tastes in m@sic. But relations had been
strained all svening, for reasons which become clear when the girxl was heard to
declare that, although he was highly esducated, the young man did not know
her worth (appreciate her). It transpired that they had been cohabiting Tor
same timeg, with no immediate plans for marriage, a situation in whiﬁh the girl
was becoming increasingly anxious, The cause of the dispute is interesting
for thelight it throws on marital status. More iwmportant here are the attempts
made by others present to reconcile the pair.

The Tirst to intervene was Ukafcr,1 a man from the same area as they -,
in the nothezn part of Ibo land. He felt he had a duty and responsibility
to éettla the problem on account of this tie. The young man, however, assured
him that nothing was wrong, and Ukafor withdrew. Shortly afterwards the girl's
raised voice was causing consternation, especially to Michael and to senior
peopls present. An Unitsha man who heard the commotion came in his capacity as
gn'elder! and told them to 'shut up!' He reminded them that a wman and & waman

should only guarrzel at home, and offered to leave the party early to drive

1. All names in the text are Fictitious.
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them home %o finish the argument. This offer together with the man's high
status and the absence of any connection between himgelf and the couple undexz-
lined the gravity of the situation. Finally, & woman who hod come with the
couple but was not from their arsa called on Ukafor, someane from their area,
to appeal to them again. He did so on grounds of local pride. They should not,
he urged, expose themselves before the Onitsha psople but, as Udi people,
settle the motter peacefully. Neither should they expose their relationship,
of de facto man and wife, to p.ople who were not interested in their affairs,
when they had not sven informed their own psople about it. The matter ended
there with the young woman lgaving the party.

There was, in fTact, an extra and powezful element in ukafor's argument
which gave weight to his appeal. The couple were united with him as ‘wa wa'
peple in relation to wmost of the others present. The people of their area,

3 administrative divisions in nothexn Iboland, had geographical, linguistic

and cultural similakities which distinguishaed them from southern Ibos. They

had, =since the sarliest penetration of Iboland by Eurvpeans,been reygarcaed by
the riverain Unitshas and southerners as hinterland peoples, unciviliseu and
inferior. This image lingered on, &s did the term 'wa-wa' which had comez to

exprass il. The 'wa-wa' pesople in London were consclously united on account

of this ascribed ddentitye.

Un one level, Gkafor and the disputing couple interacted freely with the
vnitsha guests at the party. They were all part of the same broad socio-
cultural unit in Iboland known as Uld Unitsha Province, and as such enjoyed
relaetions of cordiality and solidaxity vis—a-vis the southern Ibos in London.
They were friends of Michael, known té him from the days when he lived in their
town as a bay. But the traditionazl clesvage between their two areas became
the basis for a redefinition of the situation in order to settle an argument.

These incidents, together with the general composition of the gathsring,
indicate that people are categorised in a variety of ways; that different
people adopt different cetegories; and that categories are changed accornd-

ing to the situation.
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People are categorized in a variety of ways. They are fitted into cotego-
ries based on race and ethnic group; on place of origin, on occupation, age
and sex. Distinctions are drawn between 'whites' and 'us'; between Unitsha
townspeople and lUdi people; kin and non-kin; old and young; high status and low
status. DiTferent people adopt different categories. Thus Michael's neighboux!
are other people's 'whites'. The senior people aze 'elders! endowed with
authority, to some and 'equals' to others. And different categories are adop-
ted in different situations. Fellow guests become 'those Unitshas' to be
distinguished from 'we Wa-Was'!, a fellow guest becomes a fellow 'wa-wa' appeal-
ing to local pride and loyalty. A fellow towisman becomes a guest who has
cutstayed his welcame.

This case study helps to provide an answer to the guestion of Ibo identity.
The individuals who fall within the scope of the study are those who are
subjectively defined as 'Ibo' by virtue of descent and socio-cultural affinity
and in the circumstances aof life in Britain are drawn into interaction with
others similarly designated. Defined in terms of identity and interaction
it is possible to identify a social unit, called for convenience a 'community!,
whose boundaries are relatively clear cut. The context for inberaction is
provided by economic, legal and political factors in the environment, Having
established the nature of the unit for analysis we come to more practical
considerations, the objective characteristics of the Ibos as individuals,
Answers are sought to questions about the Jbos' asctivities and objectives,
their location and style of life. Attention turns to the demographic charaec-
teristics of the population; their historical circumstences and pattern of

settlement.

Characteristics of the Population.

a. Demography. It is difficult to say with certainty how many Ibos there

are in lLondon at the present time. Information gleaned from a variety of
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sogrcas indicates approximately 3,500 adults in Great Britain1, of wham
between 2,500 and 3,000 are resident in the Greater lLondon araa.z The total
population in London including children may be in the regién of 4,000,

Men outnumber women in the ratio of about three to one. The census con-
ducted in the field in 1971-2 (hereafier referrad to as the Eensus)a gives
a lower ratic {(aeproximately 3 : 2) but ih is likely that single men are

underrepresented and married couples overrepresented herxe. The Agent

benerall's Directory of Eastern Nigexrian Students gives a ratio of 4 5 1,

but this execludes working wives who follow no course of study, a number which

is likely to have risen since 1965 when the Directorny was compiled. Neither

does it allow for the influx of women in recent months whao have come sither

to join their hushands or to marrxy, to work or to study. In the few Divisional

Union registexrs which include both sexes, the proportions range widely,
suggesting considerable local vaxiations. In Unitsha Urban Divisional Union
in the U.K. the female population is a fifth of the whole; in Etiti Undion
it dis half, The same variation exists at the level of town and clan, In

Nnewi Division, onz town union has a sex ratio of 5 : 1 in favour of the men

.
H

1.5urces: 1965 Directory of Eastern Nigerian Students in Groat Britain, the
Republic of Ireland and Continent of Eurxope, produced by the Uffice of the
Agent General for Eastern Nigeria; Divisional Assesmbly Register of Biafran
in London, 1970; Biafra Office Register, London 1969-1970; British Council
Statistical Supplement on Uversesas Students in Britain, 1969-70; For s
discussion of thess sources and the problems of population statistics, see
Appendix 1.

2.1t is sometimes difficult to decide whether an Ibo is resident in London
or in the provinces. A man whose course of study requires him to leave
London for a time may chosse to live in twe places rather than move his
whole family. Theres is & case of an individual who works in London during
the week and rejoins his family in the midlands sach weeskend. A doctox
who practices in a Welsh hospital spends most weskends with his family in
London. A young man registered in the London branch of his clan union is
in fTact studying in Switzerland. To the extent that these pegple are in~
volved in the social activities of the Ibos in London they are included
in the resesawxch. 14 is not known how many lead a nomadic existence of this
sort, but it is @nlikely to be many.

3.For details of its compilation see Appendix I.

S
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in anothexr the rstio is only 2 : 1. In several cases, of which Afikpo is an
example, the numbers of men and women arg equal,

It seems likely, thersfore, that the overall ratio lies in the ragion of
three men to svery women. The change which has cccurced since 1965 when the
ratio was fTour to ane is explained by legal and political factors discussed
at length in leter sections,

A large propoxtion of men and the majority of women are married. OF the
489 men in the Lensus, 64% (312) are married, 28% (136) are single anmd the
rest are either separated, divorced, widowed or living alone in Britain while
their wives are Elsewhere.z The egquivalent figures for women are B80% (262)
married, 9% (30) single, ¥4 (21) diverced or separated, and 4% (14) widowed
or separated by Torce of circumstancese.

The hroad categories of ‘single' and 'married' concsal certain ambiguities.
In the categoxry of 'single men' for instance, ther:z are men who are marriad
by Ibo custom but describe themselves as 'single! or tengaged!, since the
marriage is as yet unconsummated., The families at home have made the customary
arrangements but the new bride or fiances has yet to arxive in Britain. In
the category of'married men' are included single men living with common law
wives and the offspring of the union. To the extent that their relationship
indicates commitment and permanence, they ragard themselves and ars regarded

by others as married.

- [RON— - —— -

t. The use of geographical units in Iboland in respect of a popul tion domi-
ciled in London requires an explination. Their use is in part dictated
by the Fform of the Pivisional Assembly Register, whoss component union
registers are a major source of information. Before the Divisional Ausembly
was established in 1968 for the purpose of fund reising, some Biafrans
had suggested that funds should be raised on the basis of London postal
districts. This didea barely rsceived a hearing. It was decided instead to
make use of the existing instituticnal structuxe of town and divisionzl
unions which cut across geographical aregas and other social groupings.,
The community of origin in lboland provided the major unit of identification
and as such was the most effective Lasis for fumd raising. The peopla
hest able to supply population statistics wexe those who were strategi-
cally placed in texms of Ibo social structure -~ the town union officials.
Hence the adoption pf these units in the analysis,.

2. These percentages are copsistent with the complete figures gained for Ibos
from six towns and clans (Awka, Etiti, Mbieri, Emekuku, Yboxo ana Abariba).
Despite internal variations in the ratiom.of married to single men, the
cummunities have between them 123 married wmen and 32 single, 76% and 20%
respectively.
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The thizd and fourth categories include people who for some reason or
other are not living with their legal wives, The third group consists of
those whose marriages have broken down. In the fourth are men who chooss or
are forced by circumstances to live alone, either because they are widowers
or because they have not bsen able to afford to bring their wives to Britain.
Both of these categories are probably underrepresented in the Esnsus.1 The
incidence of marital breakdown is not swsily detected, bscause Tailure in
marriage has wide social repercussions and is kept from the knowledge of
outsiders at all costs (as we shall sae).z Also cases of involuntary separa-
tion through force of circumstance, are difficult to recognise, It is likely
that sore men who are included in the single men categoxy are in fact in this
gituation. Some of the 'involuntarxy separetions'!, similarly, are probably
brxoken marriages.

TABLE 1 Sex and marital status of the kondon lbo population,{Source: Census 1971).

STATUS MEN WUMEN TuTAL
Na. % No. % No. %

Single 136 28 a0 9 166 20

Married 312 64 262 80 574 70

Sepaxeted/

Divo reced 17 3 21 7 38 5

Wi dowed/

Spouse in 24 5 14 4 38 5

Nigeria

TOTAL 489 10a 327 100 B16 100

1. The files of the Commonwealth Students'! Childrens' Society provided in-
valuable information in respect of marital instability. The statistics
derived from this saurce may, however, be misleading for the reason that
an organisation of this kind tends to attract a disproportionate numbexr
of cases of marital breakdown -« 18 out of approximately 100 fell into
this category.

2. This is paxticularly the case at the social level with which this sbudy
is predominantly concerned. For marital conduct, it appears, is class
specific. Success in marriage is an attribute of status. The incidence of
breakdown is therefore difficult to estimate. Reluctance to disclose in-
formation is greatest of all in the sphere of marital stability, and on no
account would informants reveal names, While the dncidence of breakdown
is thought by the lhos to be high, and on the increase, a cowmparison of
several unnamed cases leads to the suspicion that the actusl number of
breakdowns may be few. The circulstion of rumcurs concerning a handful of
cases gives a Talse impression of numbers.
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Adult Ibos range in age from late teens to mid-sixties, but most are betwaen
25 and 40.1 The men are slightly older, on average, than the women. The average
age of tha former is betwesn 31 and 34. The average Ibo woman is in her late
twenties.

TABLE 2. Age and sex distribution in the London Iba population.(Source:lensus

1971).

AGES MEN WUMEN TUTAL

Na . % No. % No . %
- 20 1 1 8 2 9 1
21=24 7 ] 25 ] 32 4
2627 28 6 82 25 110 14
28-30 89 18 77 24 166 20
3134 168 34 a8 27 256 33
35-37 85 17 27 a8 112 14
3840 49 10 12 4 61 7
41-50 53 16 4 1 57 6
51+ 1 9 2 4 ] 13 1

TUTAL 489 100 az21 100 816 140

= o - i e — e b Y

Note I. The age distribution in the Lundon population is not, apparently,
typical af the Ibo population in Britain as a whole, Therxs is, for
instance, a higher proportion of oldesr men {41 and over) in the
Liverpool community, comprising individuals who arrived in Britain
as merchant seamen and settled here. Although it wgs not unfortunately
possible tu conduct a systematic study of any communities in the
provinces, a preliminary observstion on a brisf fisld trxip to Liver-
pool confirmed this point (which had been made by an informant in
LDnan ) -

b, History. Part of the explanation for the clustering of ages around thirty
lies in the Nigeria-Biafra War, which bagan in July 1967 and ended in January
1970, Almast half of the Ibomen in London came betwaen 1960 and 1963. They
were thoen in their early or mid-twenties and in the noxmal course of events
would have returned home Tour or five years later with the qualifications

they had set out for. This was the pattern esbablished by their predecessars.

VD U S R R T L e i e ek ¢ e e e e < 0 ll B 438 R T e T

1+ Information on ages come from ths Census, and is substantiated by indivi-
dual estimates of their own local communities.
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But for the war, which interrupted their studies and dispupted their plans,

the majority of Ibos in London today would probably now be in Nigeria.

¢

Before elaborating on this point, attention must be given to the pattezn
of arrival in Britain, and the reasons which, over the years, have brought
Ibos here. The majority of people here now hsve baesen in the United Kingdom,
if not in London itself, for at lesst five years. For many of the men though
not the women, the lzngth of &€ay is considerably greater.

TABLE 3. Year of arrival in Britein and sex distribution in the %ondon Iho
Population. (Sources Census 1971). . ..

YEAR MEN WUMEN TUTAL

e e e SN s XY
No. % No. % No. %
~Z 1958 48 10 20 6 68 g
19601963 206 42 76 23 282 35
1964-Apr 672 162 33 164 50 326 40
May 67-1969° a9 8 26 8 65 8
1970-1972 34 7 41 13 759

TUTAL 489 100 327 100 816 100

Notes. 1. Beginning of period marked by Nigerian Independence.

2. End of period marks the imposition of the naval blockade of
the Eastern Region.

3. Period of Nigeria - Biafra War which snded in Januaxy 1970.

4., This figure does not include those students who completed theix
studies and left before the outbreak of the war. The absolute
numbar of Ibos entering Britain during this period is far highsr.
If the now departed Ibos were included in the table the peak of
entry might well be shifted from the period of 1964-7 to the one
before.

A few paople (8,0%) have been in Britain for over 12 years; 35% have lived
here for between nine and twelve years. Thes largest proportion (40%) have
been here for between five-and eight years, and the rest, almost 17%, have
lived here for less than five years. The majority of Ibos in London at ths
present time came during the first half of the 1960s, and have been here fox

gight ysarg on average.
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Several questions are prompted by these percentages. What did the Ibos
come to achieve? If they have achieved it, why are they £ill here and what
are thay doing? The reasons Tor their wmigration may be given in terms of
conscious purpose and of the environmental factors which shaped their
objective circumstances and prompted their decision to come.

The stated purpose of the journey to Britain variss according to sex.
Reesons given by the men fall into five broad categories; the women's
are more diverse. The most freguent reason given by both sexes is Study, (65%)
this being the sole reason for over four fifths of the wen and the predominant
reason for a third of tha women.

TABLE 4. Stated Purpose of Migration and sex distrzibution_in theg London Iba

Populetion (Source: Lensus 1971).

PURPUSE MEN WOMEN TOTAL
NE, % No. % No %
Study 421 86 112 34 533 65
Work 31 6 & 2 37 5
Marriage - - 100 31 100 12
Join Husband - - 68 21 60
Accompany Spouse- - 22 T 22 3
Vacation/Short
Trip 19 4 S 22 3
Came as a child 39 2 13 3 22 3
Refugee, stranded
abroad 9 2 3 1 12 1
TRTAL 489 100 327 100 816 100

The categoxry of study includes all levels and all subjects. The range of
both is considerable. In the 1960s people came for the hLeneral Certificate
of Education, for technical and professional diplomas and degrses, for post-
graduate courses and medical specialisation. Most came initially for G.C.E.
examinations or preliminazy technical qualifications (U.N.C., G.N.D. ete.)

with a more advanced course in mind.

e T - Aok of e 4wt . - e

1. Predominant rather than exclusive reason, since many of them had marriage
in mind but did not come as the fiances of the wman they hoped to marxy.
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The most popular courses among the men are Law (18%); Engineering (12.3%);
Accountancy and Management (each 7.6%); Banking and Medicine (each 6%) and
. . (- . C o
feconomics (5% appxox.) . The remaining 40% of students are spread among
a wide varisty of subjects including insurance and chartered secretaryship;
journalism and film making; architecture and suxveying; social administration
. P . e . - .
and transport studies.” The women most frequently choose nursing (33%); private
sacretaryship (16%); caterxing and home economics {(11.3%).
There have been changes over time. The early arxivals were more likely to
have chosen law in preference to technical subjects such as banking, accountancy
. . 3 . : .
and engineering. The level of course has also changed among student entrants.
- . s .. 4 . s s
The rising cost of esducation in Britain, +together with legal restrictions on
entzy and the growing facilities for study in Nigeria, has wmsant that the demand
for basic courses has slacksned. In recent years thers has besen a tendency for
gstudents to migrate only for the completion of their education. The proportion
of graduates and doctors secking specialist qualifications has risen in pra-
portion to those arriving fon first degrees or basic technical and professional
qualifications.
The next most frequent purpose of migration, in the women's case, was
marriage. Almost as many came to marzy as to study, and a considerable number
. G .
came 10 join husbaends already here. In a few cases women came in the company
of their husbands who had been posted to London by the Nigerian government

or other employment agency.

1. The percentages do not include sscond choices, courses taken after the
first qualification has been obtained. For instance, chartersd secreseries
take up law, buciness studies or banking; other popular combinations are
geonomics and banking; insurance and business studies; law and management.
The continustion of study is as much a legal as an intellectual requirement.
See p.43F

2. These percentages, based cn the Census, are substantiated by the Yirectory
of Eastsyn Nigerian Students. According to thes latter the six most popular
subjects among ths men are law, engineexing, accountancy, wedicine, escono-
mics and management, in that oxder.

3. Directory of Eastern Nigerian Students, preaface.
4. In 1968 the governmont subsidy for commonwealth students was withdrawn.

{5 and 6 continued on page 34)
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The latter fall into the categoxy of penple whose primaxy purpose was to work
in Britain. The number in this group is comparatively small, only 5.0% of the
total. It includes employees of Nigerian Airways and other public corporations;
staff of the Nigerian High Commission; Nigerian owned entexprises such as the
Africa Lontinental Bank, and British firms in Nigeria whose employees are
seconded to the parent company in the U.K, Uther wen in this category came
independently in the years after the Second World War, to make a living as
best they could. They were motivated by the desire to travel and ses the world,
and the 'wother country' in particulax. A tallor, for instance, scought to 'broaden
his horizons! anc once here he worked at his trade with some success. Anothex
man who came soon atter the war set himself up dn the retail trade, bhandling
West African foodstuffs. bne of the oldest residents was sent sarly in the 1950s
by his master, a wealthy trader, to give evidence in a court case against some
shipping agesnts concerning lost cargon. He decided to remain in Britain and
went into business on his own account.

Man who came in the capacity of workers are among the oldest established
residents and in addition are the most senior im age. Paradoxically, the group
of long established residents includes some of the youngest in the population.
These are the people who have been in Britain since childhood, nearxly 3%(22)
in all. Some of them wers sent at the age of sleven or twelve to be sducated at
English public boarding schools. In some cases they are ths offspring of
eminent men who themselves had studied in Britain in the 1930s and 1940s.

Uthers were sent by fathers who had attained eminence in the political sphere
and saw this, perhaps, as a way of converting wealth into status and guaranteeing

their sons a place in the natlonal elite,

Tglgh universities at the present time, The British Council gives a

figure of 321 Nigerian postgraduates and 208 undergraduates in 1969-70.

(Coa%'d frmm page 33) Thare are,in fact, more Nigerian postgraduate students Biam

6. (Cont'd from page 33), It is assumed that a wife will txy to obtain a
gualification of some kind while she is here. Study may be almost as im-
portant a resson as marriage for girls whoe come as fiancees. It is not
always easy +0 distinguish between women who came originally to maxry and
those who came primarily to study.
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The women in this category generally came in the company of their parents
whose purpose was to study or work. A few psople wers born in Britain, the
offspring of liaisons between Ibo students and English women in the years aftex
the second world war.

An egqual number resident at the time of fieldwork had arrived on vacation or
for short business "t.rips.1 The former includes several parents who made the
journsy for their children's waddings; it includes Nigerian politicians or
higher civil servents on leave or on assignment; and students on vacation
from Gerxman, Swiss and American Universities. In the same category are a number
o7 students in transit from one university to ancothesr. Une young man was on his
way from Russia to America. He was working in Britain for a few months as a
research chemist before travelling on the United States to take up a Tellowship
there.

The final catesgoxy consists of rafugees, people whose arrival was in a sense
involuntary. 1.0% (12) arrived in Britain because they had nowhere else to go.
When the war betwsen Nigeria and Biafra broke out, certain people working or
studying abroad were stranded. They felt unable to return te Nigeria and were
unable to stay in the countxry in which they were living at the time. Included in
this category is a journalist, then deputy esditor of s Lagos magazine, who was
on an assignment in South Vietnam when the war broke out. It includeg employees
of lagos firms who had been secondesd for training in Europe, Their courses had
gended but their employers wers unable to guarantee their safety in Lagos.
Anogther affected group were seamsn, who preferred o disembark in Britain

rather than return to Nigeria.

1. The justification Tor including this catsgory in the resident population
is two-fold. Since everyvone, at least ideally, is here only temporarily,
it is difficult to exclude them on the basis of transcience. For the
duration of their stay in London they are in any case easily absorbed
into the community, and fully involved in its affairs,
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The category of refugees used here is not very satisfactory. Many of the Ibos
who came between 1967 and 1970 as students or brides-to-be could equally be
described as refugees, to the extent that they wers in flight from conditions
in Nigeria. However, because the ostensible reason for their migration was the
positive desire to study or marry, they are excluded from the category of re-
fugees. Only thoss peopls obviously stranded abroad, and women with children
who came Dnly-to gscape the war, arve clessified as such,

Table 4 indicated the cause of migration in terms of the actors' motivation.
For a different kind of explanation we examine the objective circumstances of
the Ibos, seeing their migration in the light of political, legal and educational
developments in Britain and Nigexia over the last two decades.

The histoxry of the Ibos in London is also the histoxry of the relationship
betwesn Britain and Nigsria. It is the history of Luropean trade with West
Africa in the fiftesnth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eightsenth centuries; of
missionary contact and the process of colonizaticn in the nineteenth and
twentisth centuries; of the attainment of Nigdrian independence in rescent years;
and of the gradual sevexing of ties which bound Britein to her colonial subjects
and conferred certain rights upon them, of which thes most meaningful was un-
restricted entry into Britain.

Before the right was cuxtailed in 1962, {bos had been coming to Britain
for a variety of reasons. Lomparatively few of the early arrivals remain today,
for the majority ceme to obtain academic gualifications and returned to Nigeria
on the attainment of their objectiva.1 The number of lbo students in the U.K.
rose sharply in the late 1950s as regional and national independsnce approached.
Some had come in the years immediately after the war and retumned to take up
lucrative posts. {Several cases of second generation students in Britain were
encountered in the course of fieldwork. They include children of the first
western trained Ibo doctor, and offspring of two Ibo judges who received their

garly legal training in Britain in the 1930s.)

1. Sources of information on the sarly composition of the comnmunity were long
established residents, the Association of Cowmmonwealth Universities, and the
British Council, op.cit.
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The event of regional independence in 1957 and national independence three
years later contributed to the flow of students. Brospective lawyers, civil

sexrvants, secretaries and teachers were sent to acquire the skills necessary

to run the government departments and educational institutions of the new state.

The peak, according to an dindividual here at that time, came in the period of
1959 to 1961,

Before Nigerian independence in 1960, and British legislation to control

immigration in 1962, Ibos had regarded Britain as a country to which they could

come freely and in which they would bes welcomsd. Un the whole, they regarded

migration to Britain as a means of acquiring scademic and professional qualifi-

cations with which to boost their status at home. They did not see England as
a land of opportunity where fortunes could be made, though some people, as we
have seen, did come solely to sesk their fortunes. Although the Ibos have no
tradition of migration for work, the history of the Ibes living and working in
England goes back a long way. A distinguished predecessor of the psople now in
London was Equiana, or Gustavus Vassa, the African., As the young slave of an
English sea captain, Eguiano landed at Falmouth in 1757.2 The circumstances
of his departure from West Africa and arrival in England are vexy different
from those of his successors in the twentieth century. Eguiano was kidnapped
from his vallage while his parents were away working on their farm. Uwing to
his tender years (he was ten or sleven at the time) hs was brought back to

England with some othex slaves who were also regarded as unsuitable for the

West Indian market. Equiano bought his freedom at the age of twenty one, and led

an active life as a merchant seaman. In the course of his life he tried

1¢ The trend is confixmed by the Association of Commonwealth Universities!
statistics. The Commonwealth Universities Year Book indicates that the
number of Nigeriansstudyimg in British universities rose from 402 in 1952
to a peak of 1124 in 1961, and thereafter dsclined.

2. 'Equiano's Travels'. First published 1789. The 1967 Heineman edition is an

abridged and edited version of the original autobiography. It deals with his

capture in Iboland and subsequent experiences. This work was brought to my
attention by an Ibo but in general the stoxry of Equiano is not known.
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several times to return to Aprica, first as Commissary of Stores for the Black
Poor geing to Sierra Leone, later as & missionary and an explorer for the Africa
Society. His attempts were unsuccessful and he died in London in 1801, after
attaining eminence for his work in the movement for the abolition of the slave
tradee

The Ibos maintain that, unlike the Yoruba and West Indians, they have never
travelled to Britain to find work. Seo strong is the ideological emphasis on
self-improvement through education that, until the Nigeria-~Biafra war affected
their circumstances, they tended to regard with scorn any Ibo who was not pur-
suing a courss of some kind. Disapproval was extended even to those who worked
in order to finance theixr studias.1

In spite of this, paid employment as e prelude to study frequently was the
pattern. A man who did not enjoy sponsarship by bis town union or other body,
and had no private rescurces, came with a view to fimancing his studies by
pzid employment. In some cases this course of action was forced upon him after
a year or two by unfortunate circumstances, Either his finances were exhausted,
or family obligations called for a cheange of plan. A wman whoge case is typical
came to London in 1959 with savings which were not really sufficient fox his
maintensnce as a full-time student. His relation in London was eguslly hard
up and they decided to pool their resources. Una of them should work to enable
the other to study full~time, On the completion of his course he would return
to Nigeria, get a good job and send money to his cousin in England so that he,
too, could qualify and return homs. In the svent the arrangement did not work.
But by bard work (as = porter in a large department store) and skilfull invest-
ment of his savings in a bouse, the man succeeded eventually in attaining his

objective.

1+ An informant says that he was looked down upen by his fellow students at
London University bescause he was 'letting the side down' by working for
his living. His action, he said, undermined their self-image as 'resl
students! (people who study Tull-time}.
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In 1962 an act of Paxliament was passed which effectively curtailed the
number of Ibos who could come and meke a living in Britain. Mgre important,
it limited the chances of men who wanted primarily to study but had to woxk
first in order to do so. The Commonwealth Immigrants Act of 1962 has a long
histozry. It is sufficient here to stats the main provisions and explain how
thay affected the historical development and social composition of the Ibo
cammunity., Before 1962, colonial subjects and citizens of independent common-
wealth countries had been free to enter and leave Britsin at will. This was in
keeping with the official philosophy of 'the land of opportunity', and consistent
with the relationship of interdependence which had grown up between Britain
and her colonies., The years between 1952 and 1362 had seen a great increase in
the numbers of commonwealth citizens entering Britain. Outbreaks of vielence in
various parts of the country between whites and blacks had drawn attention to
physical overcrowding and social claustrophobia in neighbourhoods with a large
immigrant popula‘tion.1 These facts were used in the argument for the control
of entzy. It was suggested that controls would increase Britain's capacity to
absord the immigrants and allow for positive measures of integration, an argument
which became of¥icial rationale of the 1962 act.2

Undexr the act, restrictions were imposed on the entry of workers and students,
Wives and children of men already in Britain were free to enter as before.
Warkers were required to have work vouchers issued in the country of origin.
Theze were three categories of labour. In category 'A' were those workers who
had a specific job to come to. Category 'B' covered those with special qualifi-
cations, such as doctors, teachers, graduates and other professionals. Categozy

'"C!' consisted of the ramainder.3 Priority was given to categories A and B,

1« These conditions, exposed by immigrants, were frequently attributed to them.
For an account of the popular and parliamentary campaigns in the 1950s
between the 'Keep Britain White' groups and the 'Kesp Britain Tolerant' groups
see R, Glass's study of West Indian immigration, "The Newcomers"{ (96

2. Government White Paper, 'Immigration from the Commonwealth' U.K. August 1965.
3. Ibid.
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which took up a large proportion of the 20,800 permits issued a year. (By
September 1964 they were sll taken up by workers in these two categories.

In the following year the number of vouchers was cut from 20,800 to 8,500 per
annum, and {ategory 'E€' dropped altogether. This was in response to the
findings of the Mountbatten Commission of 1964).

Students and visitors did not need work weuchers but were required to have
entry certificates, issued by the British reprasenhatige in the country of
ozrigin, According to the official manual for immigration D'Ffic:ers,1 the
prospective student should satisfy the officer that 'his purpose in coming to
the United Kingdom is to attend a course of study... and that the course will
occupy the whole or a substantial part of his time,' by producing 'evidencs of
acceptance for a course of study... and of ability to meet the cost of the
courss and of his own waintenance.! If there were any doubts as to the genuine-
ness of his intentions, admission was to be refused. The main objective of this
procedure was to expose people attempting to 'use enroclment for a course of
study as a means of obtaining admission without a vouchez.' (In 1964, an
wmendment was introduced to control evasion of the Act by people who posed as
students. Students were to be given admission for a specified period only, and
the diplomatic staff overseas, whose task it was to issue them with entxy
certificates, wers to he reinforced.) Students were not to engage in regular
full-time employment and were expectsd to leave when their studies were completed.

The effect of thasa.provieions on the social cowposition of the Ibo popula-
tion wag two-fold. Those Ibos who, prior to 1962, would have come as workers
and part-time students, had now to come as full-time students or not coms at all.
Secondly, the finmancial and other problems created by full-time study led,
among other things, to the migration of wives whose entry as dependents was
unrestricted and whose income from full-time employment would help to supple-

ment the family incoms.

1. Commonwealth Immigrants Acts 1962 and 196B: Instructions to Immigration
Officers, Cmnd 4298, para 18.
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Hefore going into the question of how students lived it is necessary to
explain why they ceme at all, In the sarly 1960s huge dividends rewarded the man
with qualifications in appropriate subjects. Pe.C.lloyd describes the vast
differentials in wealth and status betwsen the netionasl =lite and the majority
of the population, in post-independence Nigeria.1 C. Moller indicates a
similar disparity in her study of Qnitsha? whose social hierachy, she suggests,
may be regarded as a microcosm of the Ezstern Region of Nigeria. In the sarly
days of independence, the future sesmed asaurea for individuals with degress
and professional gualifications acquired abroad,.

In many cases these qualifications were not obtainable in Nigeria. Although
in the early 1960s the rate of university expension was rapid, there were
crugial gaps in the educestional system. Professional courses in banking,
accountancy and insurance, among others, were not aveileble, since the national
prfessional bodies to award them were non-existent, for mem working as un-
gualified accountants or bank managers the trip to Britain was a prersequisite
for advancemsnt.

Thers was another reason for the journey, hawever, A gualification acquired
abroad, particularly in Britsin, carried considerable prestige. The prospects
of a london graduate were higher, when it came to getting & job, than those of
his locally trained counterpart. Any qualification, for that matter, so long
as it had been obtained in Britain, paid dividends, (The following comment:
on the choice of courses in Britain illustrates this points 'An Abarxiba man must
get a gualification., If a boy doesn't progress in his chosen field he'll choose
something else, cheaper, ie. in which a shorter time is needed to qualify.

He may change Trom Lew to chartered secretaryship. Many peaple do lew because
with that subject the sponsors get their money back quickly, ie. Law is a
remunerative profession. It doesn't matter what course you do; all professional

gualifications have high status at_home.')

1v P.C.LLOYD (1969; (1967) Chaps 5 and 13; (1974, Chap. 7.
2. C. Moller, unpublished thesis (Ph.D.) London University (1968,
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Conseguently, students came in large numbexrs to acquire knowledge 'straight
from the horse's mouth', sven when the desired course was available in Nigeria.

The figure of Nigerian students in British univereities reached its peak
in 1962-3, when there were 8,954 in all.1 It remained at the same high level
until 1965, after which it declined feirly sharply. Perhaps the decline can be
explained in terms of expanding facilities for study in Nigeria, It is equally
likely that the financial problems facing full-time students acted as a deterrent.
Perhaps, also, the social climate which had given birth to the 19262 Immigration
Act, and the strict enforcement of the provisions of the act by British diplomats
in Nigeria, dissuaded wany would-be students from attempting the Jjourney.

A more obvious explanation lies in the pelitical svents of 1967 and sub-
sequently. It will be recalled that a third of the Ibo men in London at present,
and half of the women, came bstween 1964 and April 1967,2 Most of the others
had arrived sarlier. Only a sixth came afterwards, The reasons for the shaxp
decline after April 1967 include the legal status of commonwealth citizens in
Britain, and the official attitude towards Biafrans in particular.

In May 1967 a naval blockade was imposed on the Eastern region of Nigeria.

It was followed in July by the outbreak of hostilities which the Nigexrian
Government regarded as & police action and the secessionist Biafrans took to
be & war of national independence.

The issues of the war concern us at this point only in so far as they affected
the Ibo migration to Britain. The naval blockade in May 1967 sutoff the exit
by sea, and the air war which commenced soon afterwands hampered departure by
plane. As Table 3 (p. 31) shows, a considerable number of people did come to
Britain during the war years, and some of them came from Nigeria (not all were
in the rsfugee/stranded abroad category). Several crossed the Niger to the

Mid-West State, or as Western Ibes living there alresdy, came via lLagos, the

1. The British Council: Uverseas Students inm Britain, Statistical Supplement,
1969-70, p. 24.

2» Table 3, p. 31.
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capital. Others living in Lagos at the outbreak of the war travelled on from
there, A few in the Eastern Region {(by that Hme Biafra) braved the somewhat
hazardous joumnsy by air.

Although the physicael problems involved in leaving Biafra are imporbtant
the explanaticn for the drop in numbers of migrants atter 4967 is more likely
to be found in idevlogical and legal factors,

ldeologically, Britain's stand in the war made the prospect of seeking refuge
here highly unattractive.1 The legal factor is related to the 1962 Immigration

Act. The provisions of the act made entry difficult for anyome who did not

o

posgsese a work permit, and who lacked the financisl rescurcses necessary for a
prearrenged courss of study. Few people fell into the first category, though
there were one or twao. A Shell executive, for instance, was posted to the
company headguarters in London for his own safety. The potential student migrants
were more drastically affected. The impact of the war was felt almost imme-
diately in the area of personal savings. Apart from the wealthy, who dwindled
in number, few families had the financial resources to send a son or daughter
overseds.

Women had fewer problems in travelling to Britain than men, provided they
could prove thoir dependent status. Even in their case, however, mongy was
reguired to make the nscessary arvrangements in lagos; and proving that one
was the dependent of a United Kingdom resident was not always easy. This point
is illustrated in the Tollowing case. |

Dkorn? a student of sngineering since 1960, applied in 1968 to bring his
wife to England to join him. They had been engaged since his departure, and

married by customary law in 1966, since which time he had been maintaining herx.
Undex the provisions of the 1962 Act, a wife 'is entitled to admission for

1. Letters are still received from relations in Nigeria who are incredulous
that their son 'can still bzar to remain in that place!. {i.e. Britain).

2. For this casse and some of the following, and for the elucidation of certain
' points of law, thanks are due to the National Council for Civil Liberties
in the U.K.
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sattlement provided she is in posssssion of an entny certificate granted
for that purpose.'1 The problem in this case was in persuading the official
in the British High Commission in Lagos to issue her with an entzy certifi-
cate. The letters of association producsd by the waman as documentary evi-
dence of the marriage were in his view inadequate. He doubted whether the
marriage had been contracted already. In his view, it was only proposed;

he refused to allow her entxty as the wife of a United Kingdom resident.
Ukoro appealed for help to the National Council for Civil Liberties in
{.ondon. They pointed out that the woman was entitled to enter as a fiancee
if net as a wife, and advised Dim to produce evidence of a proposed marriage.
Okoxo did sa, with the help of the local Registrar, and after a long delay

the permit was granted.

For Ibos who could ¢laim entxzy as neither worker, studentmor wife, the only
solution was to enter Britain with a visitor's permit (valid for & limited
period) and attempt to change his status when in the country. The follawing
case may be cited to show the difficulty such people encountered and the
reasons for it.

ke was working as a systems analyst in Lagos when his employers sent him
in 1966 4o Beirut. Whem the Six Day War broke out in June 1967 he was
evacuataed and came to the United Kingdom because hostilities between Nigeria
and Biafra prevented him from returning home. Ike entersd the countxy with
a visitor's permit and worked at the London branch of his former employers.
on the expiry of the six months period allowed to him as a visitor his
employers insisted tht he should return to Lagos, so hs left the firm and
found other employment. At the same time he embarked on a course of part-
time study which did not, however, qualify him for student statug.3 Not
having a valid work permit he was told by the Home OFfice to leave the countroy
within three months., Representstions were made on his behalf but Home Uffice
Officials, acting on the advice of the British High Commissien in lLagos,

gaid that he had no real reason to fear for his safety in Nigeria. However,

1« Emnd. 4298, para 34.

2. Para 45, 'a woman seeking to enter the United Kingdom for mazriage to a man
ragident here should be admitted i the Immigration Officer is satisfied
that the proposed marriage will take place within a reascnable time...!

Je Students must Be full-time only, though a full-time student is purmitted
to do some part~time work to supplement his income.
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they accepted that he was apprehensive and agreed to an extension of
three months in the first instance., This was followed by a series of tempo-
rary renewals. Ike was finally told in 1870 that the situation in Nigeria

was back to normal and he was required to leave at once.

The ambivalence of the Bridtish govermmment towards Biafrans was & reflsction

of its attitude on the Nigeria~Biafra Waxr, It did not recognise Biafra as a

soversign state, and Biafrans wers regarded as Nigevian citizens. Because the

British Government supported the Nigerians it was in something of a dilemma

with regard to Biafrans in London. It could mot, unlike certain Scandinavian

countries, extend thz official status of refugees to those trying to entexr the

country,1 or waive the regulations for those alieady here. The dilemma was

particulazly acute in the sarly stages of the war, before any official policy

had evolved for desling with the cases of Biafrans.

The position is seen most clearly with regard to individuals who came before

tha war as students but were forced by circumstances to take up employmant.

The majority of Ibos im London had come solely for the purpose of study. Those

entering after 1962 were nat to engage in full-time employment or to stay on

after completing their studies; those coming after 1964 had a tiwme limit

stamped on their passport. To take @ job was to act in breach of their condi-

tions of antry.2

The outbreak of the war affescted the wmajority of them financially, since

remittances were no longer received from home. According to the 1965 Directory

of Eastern Nigerian Students, the majority of students, in Britein (2,380 out

of 2,527) were privately 'Financad.3 They relied on their families or theixr

own savings for maintenance and fees. Others, such as the Eastern Nigeria

Development Corporstion Scholars, and students who received grants via the

Te

24
3.

Some nurses who had cared for children in Gabon came as displaced persons
but none officially as refugses.

Cmnd. 4295, 'Commonwealth Citizenss Contxel after Entoy', paras 14 & 16,

These figures are not altogether reliable, for students are reluctant to
disclase the :ource of their incomes, In the cess of scholarship holders,
thig is founded on the fear that others might txy to deprive them of it.
In at least one case known personally the individual told the compilers of
tha Directory that he was privatZly financed, when in fact he was in
receipt of an award.
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Nigerian High Commission in London, were alsa affected. Some men who had wives
in Britain were able to continue in full-time study but for many the only solu-
tion was to take a jobs

Before the official review of the situation in 1968 the cases which came
to the sttention of the Home Office received unsympathetic treatment. In some
cases conditions were changed or revoked after representation by the National
Council for Civil Liberties, by M.P.s and solicitors, but more often the result
was a temporary renewal or deportation, In most cases, however, Biafrans did not
apply formally for their conditions to be changed, This was partly because they
expected to be sent back to Nigeria if they did so, an alarming prospect; partly
also because they regarded work as a temporary measure and constantly expected
the war to come to an end and conditions return to normal. Soms people assumed
thgt the government would turn a blind eye to the breach of regulations, in view
of the unusual circumﬁtancea.1 This, indeesd, appeared to be sp in some cases.
Gfficial policy, as it evolved, was to issue those who appealed for an
extension of =stay with a three months extensioen in the first instance, In some
cases conditiong were revoked altogether, and men who had at first been ordered
to leave were allowed to remain indefinitely; Such, for instance was the case
of Nwafor, a radiographer whose conditions were revoked because he was working
as a hospital technician. In another instance, a trainee accountant was allowed
to stay, although his case was apparently no different from those of others
who had had to leave. Different treatment was meted out to seemingly identical
cases because of the discretionary nature of decisions. It reflected the diffe-
rent attitudes of different officials, and occasionally the improper excexr-

cise of power.

1. The view ie often expressed that @ person cannot hé deported after living
in Britain for five years. This is corzect (Cmnd 4295 para 32b) but he would
be expected to take up British nationality or else lsave. Utharwise he would
be in breach of conditions and liable for prosecution and a fine of &£70,
though not deportation.
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Individuals whe did not bother to apply to the Home Office and whose cases

came to their attention wers apprehended and dealt with severely.1 One of the

first to be taken up by %the Natiomal Council for Civil Liberties may be cited

as a typical example of the problem, and fate, of such people.2

Bassey Udoh arrived in Britain in 1965, at the age of 27, to take a course
in LCost and Works Accountaency. His father, a general merchant, wes financing
him, and Udoh paid the fess for the first two years of his five year course
in advance. In Decemier 1966 the supply of funds from home stopped, but he
managed to continue regular study until March 1967, when he took a part-
time eleaning jobs Thres months latexr he sat for his part 2 exam and failed.
Between June 1967 and January 1969 Udeh worked in a variety of jobs, mﬁst
af them related to bis studies. He had in the meantime registered as an
associate membdr of the Ipstitute of Cost and Works Accountents and begun a
correspondence course to 'keep his brain agila'3 until he was able to attend
a full-{ime course again. In January 1969 he heaxd from his family again, and,
hopeful of an and to the war, he applied for a place at a lLondon college
which offered an intensive course (one year instead of two). His application
wés successful but the war did not come to an end and he had to refuse the

place offered to him.

Udoh was determined to continue his course and registered in September 1969

as an evening student at a local technical college. Just as he was leaving
his office one evening to go to college he was apprehended by the police
who arrested him and charged him with being in brsach of his conditions of

entzys An order was mads for his deportation.
From this point Udoh's story becomes untypical,

On the adviece of the National Council for Civil Liberties, he appealed to
be deported to Ireland, There he made an appeal to the Immigration Appeals
Sub~Tribunal for a revokation of the deportation crder. The appeal was
allowed as it was clear from his evidence that he had not deliberately vio-
lated the law in order to stay in Britain indefinitely. His action had been

a misguided response to a difficult situstion, Her Majesty's Government

e

KN

Cases come to attention for a variety of reasong, such as prosecution for a
criminal offence. A 'visitor' paid a cheque to a hire purchase company for
a radiogramme. The cheque bouncads The matter was reported to the police
who arrested him and eventually he was deported.

Taken from the records of the Immigration Appeals Tribunal, Appeal No.
TH/291/1970.

Not as a final selution since correspondence courses do not entitle one to
gtudent status.




48

appealed against the decision to the full Trdbunal but the appeal was lost

and Udoh was allowed to remain for the completion of his studies.

The legal position after the war was, and still is, far from clear, How many
of those who applied for extensions still remain and how many ygilded to the
pressure to leave is not known. The official policy on the matter is expressed
in a letter written in May 1971 by a Home Uffice spokesman to the general sec-
retary of the Natiopnal Council for Civil L%b&rties. The letter denied the purge
of Nigerians here in breach hut pointed cut that the temporary nature of the
extension had been made clear to those who applied for it. The Nigerian Sovern-—
ment had declared a general amnesty, and Her Majesty's Government could not
give preferential treatment to people from the former Eastern Region. It would
still, howsver, give sympathetic consideration to any case of genuine hardship
and deal with each application on its own merits.

As we have seen, however, most Ibos did not apply for extensions. Many did
not nesed to. Those who bhad come before 1562 were not subject to any of the
restrictions imposed by the Act of that year. A considerable numbar had obtained
British nationelity. Many more could have donme so if apprehended since they
had been in %he country for five years or mmre.1Dthers had engaged in a series
of temporaxy jobs for which work permits wers not required, or embarked on
further courses of study, to retain their student status. If the course of fudy
had been abandoned before completion, the aim after the war was invariably
to resume it full time or change to another which could be completed in a rela-

tively short time.

c, Sehtlement Pattsrn., The Ibos are pobk contentrated in a single residential

area of the city. Neither are they svenly dispersed throughout the region.

There are local concentrations both north and south of the River Thames. In

1e In 1971 a High Eouxrt Appeal Judgement decided that five years had to be
five years spend legally, It is not possible to obtain British nationaldty
after, for instance, eight years of intermittent study and work, Before the
Judgement, the position was not clear, and irregularities in stay did not
prevent the acquisition of British nationality.
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Scuth London the most densely populated axveas are Clapham, Balham, Tooting,
Brixton, and Stockwell. In the north the most popular districts are Stamford
Hill, Stoke Newington, Islington and Finsbuxzy Park. Ibos are found also in
Finchley, Gplders Green, Willesden, Cricklewood and Kilbumn. In parts of East
london, such as Hackeey and Dalston and contigaous aresas they are well repre-
sented.

There must be few Ihos who are not within walking distance of an Ibo neighbour,
and many, especially in the areas of high density such as Islington, who are
in calling distance. In what were once large, well-kept wictorian family houses
in Dalston, Islington and Finsbuzy Park, now the much written-about rooming
houses of the twilight zones, Ibos live in close proximity with Yorubas, West
Indians, Irish and English residents. In such areas there are adjacent houses
gach occupied by three or four Ibo families. In othexs, by contrast, the Ibo
family may be the sole cccupants of a large semi-detached house in a quiet
suburban street, where thsy are the only non-English oxr non-white residents.

But this is less likely to be the case.

The population live scattered over an area of approximately five hundred
sguare miles, with a total resident population of almost eight milliun.1
within the large geographical and administrative unit of Greater London they are
found in ecological areas as contrasted as Golders Green and Kings Cross.

A new arrival often settles in the neighbourhood of his friends and relations.
“The rate of mobility is fairly high but wmoves are restricted to within a parti-
cular area. bGenerally speaking, people develop a preference for the area in
which they first ssttled and txry to remain either north or scuth of the rivern,
There are, of course, sxceptions te this pattern. One family with several children7
has in the last ten years lived in Clapham, Stake Newington, Epfield and Finchley.
Another family has recently moved from rented accomodation in West Hampstead

te a house of their own in East London. The tendency to move further afield

e

1., South East Economic Planning Council, (1967), p. BS,
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in recent months is explained by thes movement towards home ownership. The

current state of the property market requires some flexibility in outlook.

The Problem. The objeet of analysis has been given as the internal organisa-
tion of an ethnic minority. Thus statedy there is no indication of the
theorstical problem which properly constitutes the core of sociological research.
In approaching the Ibos in London two assumptions have operated to define a
problem whose solution occupies the remainder of the theasis.

The first assumption is that there are certain major variables whose inter-
action should be the main concern of a sociological analysis. The second is
that an understanding of the present requires an historical psrspective which
takes account of this interaction. The structurs of the comtemporary Ibo com-
munity reflects the interdependence of major variables, and is the result of
historical processes. It is.the end product of a number of significant changes
which have taken place in the last few decades, Changing structural circumstances
-~ economic, political, legal, demographic - have produced concomitant changes
in the sphere of interpersonal relations, The interaction of these variables
at the present time is illuminated by an examination of their interaction at
different pariods.1 A saciological analysis of the contemporary social
structurs of the Ibos requires a study of the interdependence of he major
vgriables in different historical periods. The immediate task is to identify
and isclate the relévant variables and to delineate thetime periods in which
thedr interplay can be examined.

The choice of variables is governed by several considerations, both theo-
ratical and practical in nature. The major variables in the social process

. . . 2 -
fall into two categordes: structural and symboliec. The structural variables

1, M. Bluckman (195B); A. Cohen {1965); (1969a), p. 25-28.

2. A. Cohen (1969 b), p. 216-223, The classification of variables follows
A. Cehen's though the demographic varisbls is an inclusion which departs
from his scheme. It is included here as an external factor which affects
the symbolic sphere of marriage and kinship rather than as an aspect of
power relations,
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consist of demographic, econcwic, legal and political factors in a sense exter—
nal to the social relationships which make up a cnmmuni‘ty.1 They provide the
context in which people interact., The economic factor includes souxrce of income,
employment and housing. Closely related is the legal factor, which determines
the r»ight to undextake employment, and the status and security of migrants as
students or workers, The political factor, again, is closely related to the
other two. It concerns xelations between the country of origin and the countxy
of residence which are reflected in the lsgal status of migrants, and relations
of power associated with economic inequality bestween members and outsiders

and among the members themselves.,

The second set of variables includes kinship and warriage; friendship; ritual
and ceremonial. These, too, are interrelated, As Cohen points out, ritual
symbols form part of most kinship systems and vice versa. Types of friendship,
too, are affected by the prevalence of kinship symbols.2

The sphere of kinship includes celations betwesn relatives by birth and
marriage, and between townspeople. It concerns the recognition of kinship ties
and of rights and obligations of kinship. Une aspect of marriage are patiterns
of courtship and heterosexual friendships; the choice of a spouse and procedure
in contracting the union; comnjugal roles and dowmestic activities; and affinal
relationships. The shhere of friendship includes atfective and instrumental
ties with non-kin, and patron-client relationships. Ritual and ceremonial action
is seen in the processes of kinship and marriage, and local activities. It
includes such practices as the sharing of the kola nut at gatherings of local
people, and the ceremonial of the London wedding rsception.

Social change is seen as the dynamic interaction of the two mts of variables,
power relations (structural) and symbolic action. To study this interaction it

is not necessary ko examine the whole range of factors outlined above. Indeed,

1. This use of ‘structuxal' is thus to bs distinguished from the structural-
functionalism of Radcliffe~Brown and the thought structuralism of Levi~Strauss.

2. E.R. Wolf (1966) p.11.
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for practical reasons if for no other, it is desirable to limit the range of
variables as Tar as possible to those which best reflect the pattern of change
in a particular case and which from a practical point of view are most amenable
to empirical investigation.

In this connection it is necessary to point out the special conditions of
the research and the conbtraint they excercised on the choice of variables.

In the ideal situation, the method of analysis and fieldwork technigues
adapted are those most suitable for the problem one is trying to investigate.
In practice there is sometimes very little choice, given the conditions in
which the research is to be conducted. In a particular case either quantitstive
or gualitative analysis might be appropriate, given the nature of the material
and the problem for analysis. Conceptual analysis might play a more or less
important mrt depending on the conceptual frameworks of informant and
interviewer and the particular social context of the research. Similarly,
statistical analysis is appraopriate for some problems but requires cexrtain
conditions to be effective, Related to these alternative methods are various
fieldwork techniques, again determined ideally by the problsm, The fise of
guestiennalres or depth interviews, documentary sources or participant
observation, depends ideally on ths type of information sought. To choose the
technique or method of analysis in isolation from the problem would be to
delimit the field of study in advance and hence predetermine the problem to be
studied,

Unfortunately, however, the ideal research situation rarsely sxists. Prac-
tical censiderations such as time, expense and physical resources, togethex
with political and social conditions, wmay dictate the methods to be adopted

and in so doing limit the kinds of problem which can be considered.
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In the case of this particular research there were factors in the situation
which not only presdetermined the kind of fieldwork techniques to be used but
limited the areas of social interaction which could be examined. These factors
may be considered in turn.

it very soon became apparent that for a variety of reasons the Ibos were an
8lusive people with whom contact could not easily be made. No complete registers
existed which would have allowed a random semple to be drawn. {The use of
survey methods would in any cass have besn ruled out by the problem of admini-
stering questionnaires, a difficult task even with individuals to whom one
was known or had been recowmended, an impossible one with these to whom cone
was a complete stranger.)

Physical and social conditions of life in London were not conducive to the
kind of spocial contacts and sxposure to information which one might enjoy seated,
for instance, in a village markst place. Ibos lived scattered over the greater
London area, and where local concentrations did exist, social relationships
were not necessarily close-knit, Each individual'’s network extended in many
directions, covering considexable physical and social distence. Une was not
awars aof the whole range of an individual's acquaintances and could not, in any
cases, follow up independently such links as were apparent, for reasons given
shortly. Although the impact of the physical environment was in itself socio-
logically significent it limited the kind of contact which could be made and the
depth of involvement in particular networks.

The geographical spread of the Ibos inhibited sponteneity and introduced
an eglement of formality contigent on the need for forward planning. Interviews
had to be arranged in advance to avaoid inconvenience and wasted journeys. This
was not only for reasons of physical inaccessibility but was occasioned also
by people's wide-ranging commitments which made time precious, and also by the
need for Tormal introéucticng, a point related to the social and political

conditions of the research.
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There was, for instance, a widely-held view of English women which inclined
people to regard the resesarch as merely a pretext for some other activity,
gither political or promiscucus., This fact created a problem of role definition,
It meen t that, on the occasions when participant observation was possible,
such as weddings and parties, it was difficult to take the initiative in making
new acquaintances.

The event of the Nigeria-Biafra war had a predictable effect on people's
reactions to the research, A general reluctance to answer questions, howsver
innocuous, was heightened by post-war bitterness and suspicion, and fear of
political recriminatien. It was difficult to present onesslf in the role of
reseaxch student when that of a spy (for the Nigerian and British governments)
was so readily ascribed. This factor limited the possibilities for effective
participant observation, the range of questions one could ask, and the number
of contacts one mads.

1t soon became apparent that only one way of obtaining useful contacts was
possible, But this method - by personal introduction - limited the social range
of individuals one met and hence the sort of problem one could investigate.
Invariably, great care was taken by an informant to rscommend only those indi-
viduals who, in his ppinieon, would understand the aim of the research and he
cooperative. 1t soon became clear that such individuals had better than average
education and tended to be of high social standing in the community.

The limitations imposed by this approach were obvious. Special care would be
required in making statemsnts referring to the Ibo community es a whole. This
wauld be particularly true for aspects such as stratification, where the
homogenecus character of the group coversd by the resesarch was sociclogically
significant. Whatever the araé to be considered, it was svident that the
conelusions drawn would be qualified by this factor of unrepresentativeness,

It was tharefore important to choose an area of social arganisation in which the
particular structural circumstances of the group, and the method of abtaining

information from them, would not prove tc much of a handicap.
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After some time in the field it seemed tht one area of interaction in parti-
cular met many of the conditions required. It united the areas of intexest
mentioned at the cutset and in addition lacked any obvious political conno-
tations, The institution of marriage became the focus of attantien. Both prac~
tical and theorsticael considerations operated in the choice of kinship end
marriage a$ the object of study.

Marriage, in particular marital choice, provides an index of group solidaxity
and social distance. It reflescts the existaence and strangth of social boundaries.
In its major aspects - whom people marxzy, how thsy go asbout it, and ths way
they conduct their maritel af@airs, it revesls the main categories of action
and identification., In situations of social change it indicates the changing
configurations of interest. On a more fundamental level if reflects the con-
ceptual ideals of man and woman, and hence introduces an issue of great tupical
interest: the status of women. Marriage #s an aspect of the universal distinc-
tion between male and female categories; as such it provides a measure of the
si nificance of gender as an organising principle in society.

Marriage and kinship combine other forms of symbolic action and are sen~
sitive to changes in the structural sphere. Kinship, it became increasingly
apparent, 1s of special significance in the social organisation of the Ibo
community. Genealogy provides the structuring principle in the traditional
society and the basis Tor organisation at the present time. Ideologies of mar-
riage provide the main form of cultural differentiation for an ethnic wminority
group which is economically incorporated in the host society.

The dynamic interplay of kinship, marriage and power relations is traced in
the following chapters, Having didentifisd the major variables for analysis
the task is now to delineate the historical periods in which their interplay

<

is to be examined. The historical turning points in the community have heen

L

indicated in the account of its history and the pattezn of interaction over the

years. Further illumination is provided by an extended case study which pinpoints
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the changes over time, as well as illustrating the interplay of power relations
and symbolic action.,

Chima had travelled to Brdtain in 1959 to obtain academic gqualifications
of some kind. He was self-supporting, working as a packesr during the day and
attending evening ciasssa to pass Advanced level examinations for university
entrance, Life was difficult, and not the least of his problems was loneliness.
Chima badly wanted femals company and in 1962 weote and asked hig elder brother,
the head of the Ffamily, to find him a wife. Some time elapsad béfcra the elder
brother replied, and his answer was that it was difficult, Another letter
suggested that Chima should come home $o find a wife for himself. His brother
feared that if he sent a wife, Chima would stay in Britain, sinece he had svexry~
thing he wanted there. The young man had no resources for a trip to Nigeria
to look for a wife, and resigned himself to his fate,

Two years later he met and became involved with a Ghanaian girl. The lyaison
was not ideal and the girl had a child already but the couple felt sufficiently
attached to start living together, a state of affairs which continued for some
time. When hostilities broke out in Nigeria in 1966, Chima had just begun his
university careexr. In this situation of change and uncertginty he neseded emotional
security and some idea of what he could look forward to. So he decided to marry
the Ghanaian girl. He wrote to his brothexr to say that, since he had heazd no
more about a wife, he proposed to marzy the girl he was living with. The response
from his people was immediate and hostile. They opposed cutright his marriage
to a woman whom they did not know; who was not Ibo; who had been chosen by
Chima himself without the traditional liaison between two families; and with
whom he had been living,., Theelder brother wrote back to szy that the matter was

closed, and as far as the family was concerned, Chima was unmarried,

1. For a discussion of the extended case method, sse Van Velsen {1967) and
M. Gluckman (1967} p. 235,




As the war cdntinued, Chima, like many others, suffered a deterioraticn in
his finances. In addition to supporting kimself, his wife, her child and their
new baby, and fimancing his own full-time study, he was continually callesd upon
to donate sums for the war effort. Regular levies were made by local unions,
whose activities were coordinated by a central body - the Divisional Assembly -
and the unions rsgularly undertook fundraising efforts for local projects of
their own. Chima's wife, who was not Ibo, did not enter wholehmartedly into the
spirit of the struggle, and felt the austerity demanded by the war irksoms.
Their failure to see sye to eye on finencial matters undermined the relationship
and in 1969 she left howe, taking hexr own child with her and leaving the child
of the marriage in his father's care,

Shortly afterwards Chima sought to obtain custody of the child and a legal
separation from his wife, an action which sshocked her into appealing for a
reconci!liation. She enlisted the help of his uncle who, as his senior relative
in London, was responsible for settling Chima's warital disputes. The uncle stood
by while the girl used his telephone, both txzying to persuade Chima to drop.
the court action. But despite his relaticn's atiempt to settle the matter and
keep the couple togsther, the young man was unwilling to take his wife back,
There were two reasons for bis unwillingness. The Tirst was his wife's failure
to go directly to the uncle on leaving home, as an [bo wife would have done,

The implication was that she had gone instead to another man, which meant that
as far as Chima was concerned the marriage was over, The second reason was
psxhaps more Tundamental. It was the knowledge, which had always been at ths
bagk of his mind, %that he could never have taken her home in the face of his
family's opposition,

When the war ended he wrote home to say that his wife had left him. Again
the response was immediate, The elder brother declared that this was the best
news they bad had since Chima left home, and preparations wers under way to find

him a wife. Another letter which arrived shortly after the first amnnounced




the achisvement of this goals: "We have found a good girl for you. She is beautiful.
She comgs from - village. Hexr father's name is -, her mother is ~, from village -.
She is twenty years old,.."

Chima's reaction to this assistance, this time unsolicited, was mixed.

Un the one hand he was quite willing to accept a girl chosen by his Tamily,
although he was a university graddaste. His last experience had not bsan a happy one.
His fanily knew him well, and could choose someone who would suit him, someone
from a family they knew end liked, A girl from a certain type of family is
expected to behave in a particular way, and Chima knew that he could not do
better himself from the Ibo girls in london, in that respect. On the ather
hand, his experiences in Britain had changsd him. After all he had been through
he did not think he could accept a girl chosen for him, on the basis of beauty,
wealth, family background and education. He had to know that his wife had
strength of chaeracter to cope with hardship when it arose, and was temperamen-
tally suited to him. Despite his ambivalence, Chima entered into correspondence
with the girl, exchangead photographs with her and allowed his brother to go
ahead with preparations for a marriage.

Meanwhile,the ties of his first, unhappy warriage had to be dissolved. He
was receiving reports from his friends and townspeople of liaisons between the
gixrl ana other Ihbos, and was preparing a divorce case on grounds of adultery.
The interest of his townspeople in the affair had been natural, after their

initial distaste for the marriage. Initially their objections had besn similax

to those of Chima's Family. But as the war proceeded and warriages to outsiders
became more frequent and wore acceptable, they bowed in the face of events

which they, in any case, were powerless to prevent. Eventually, therefore, they
welcomed Chima's wife as their own. After the separation, of which they were
not aware, some of Chima's townspeople saw the dirl at a party with another mean.
They said to themselves, 'This is one of our wives!' and informed Chima. Plans

were mads to cite the escort, another Ibc man, as correspondent.
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Shortly afterwards, Chima received a telephones call fram a friend of the man,
asking him not to take a fellow Iboman to court, and this was followed up by
a visit and a lengthy discussion. But Chima was tetermined to teach the wan a
lesson for having an affair with another Iboman's wife, Finally, several af the
man's people persuaded a mutual friend of both to intercede on his behalf,
Through the effoxrts of this mediator, a good friend of Chima's, the plan for
the case was dropped. Chima agreed that, even iT he had won the case, he would
have come off badly. For his reputation in Ibo circles would heve suffered
considerably as a result of his taking another Iboman to court. In 1971 the
divorce was obtained on grounds of cesertion.

In 1962 Chima had taken the initiative in asking his brother to arrange a
marriage for him. By 1972, despite his single state and difficult circumstances
(he was bringing up the child of ths marriage singlehanded) he had developed
misgivings about the idea. The intervening years had seen a change in his cir-
cumstances which made the idea of an arranged marriage ideological.y unacceptable.
{In this Chima diffesred strikingly from many of his contemporariss, as will
emerge in l_ter chapters.) The pattern of events produced the opposite effzct
on his Tamily, however, ! In 1962 when Chima had wanted to marxy, his brother
refussed to send a wife, for fear that he would not come homs, By 1972 a
‘praxy marriage'z, as it is often called, was acceptable. In the sarlier periocd,
Chima's failure to return home on qualifying would have been a considerable
economic loss to his Tamily. The war years changed this situstion fairly radi~
cally. The presence of a qualified wage earner in Britain was a positive asset
to the family. It was no longer sren to be necessaxny for Chima to meke the

trip home to choose a wife for bimself., To leave him in a single state would

1e As indicated at the outset, ths action of Chima's brother in Nigeria is
included on sccount of its direct influence on Chima's subssquent bshaviour.
His inclusion as an actor in the situation is justified by his proximity to
Chima as a member of his role set. Hgowever, it must be pointed out that an
interpretation of the brother's motives in terms of structural change contains
an element of speculation.

2., Proxy marriages are desalt with in detail in Chapter 5.
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have made him vulnerable again to women whose interest might not be those of
the family. Thus s nsw form of marriage had become acceptable in consequence of
changing economic circumstances.

It was the distance from home and his new sconomic independence, and the
growing political uncertainties, which prompted Chima to embark on marriage
without his family's consent. Adain, structural pressures in the period of the
war undermined the marriage and brought about its eventual dissolution. But
the hreak was FTacilitated by kinship pressures; his family's initial reaction,
their delight when the news came that she had left him, and Chima's knowledge
that he could never have tasken his wife home., The femily sacrifices which had
been made to finmance his early education and journey to Britain, and the joint
efforts of the brothers in restoring the Family fertune after the war, made a
rupture of relations inconceivable. It was this interdependence which eventually
made the idea of an arranged marriage acceptable to Chima, despite his years of
physicsl separation, intellectual and emotional development, and scanomic sslf-
sufficiency.

The reaction of his uncle and his townspecpls to the first marriage and to
its breakdown - initial hostility, gradual acceptance and l.ter an attempt to
reconcile the pair - again reflected the circumstances of life in Uritain after
1966, Changing attitudes towards outsiders, whether Ilbos or non-Ibhos, reflected
the general upheavals and increased interaction of the war period. The need
for economic and emotional secuxity was reflected in the changing basis aof
marital choice. Adherence to customary reguirements ~ the interest of the
extended family - were no longer of pazamount importance; or rather, those
interests were redefined.

If internal cleavages and loyalties in the Ibo cowmmunity declined in signi-
ficance, the boundaxy betwesn fbos and outsiders was clearly marked. A code of

conduct between lbos expressed and sustained their solidarity. The men observed
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a code of behaviour with regard to sach other's wives. The unwitting breach of
this rule by his wife's escont at ths party was Chima's reason for involving
him in the divorce proceedings. But an appeal on the sams grounds of lbo
solidarity was successful in persusdding him to drop the idea of prosecution,.
However justifTied his case against the man might be, Chima would have been
viclating an even more important code in taking a fellow Iboman te an English
court, and exposing their internal differences to cubsiders.

Although this case &$ of considerable valus analytically, it does not, of
course, manifest the whole range of factors in the situation of the Ibos; nor
indeed could any real-life incident. Chima's experience was different from
that of many other Ibos, as were his family background and the circumstances
of his avrival in Britain. The experiences of the people who came after him,
for instance, were shaped by their legal status under the 1962 Immigration
Act.

However, the case shows the interaction through time of economic and kinship
processes. 1t indicates changing patterns of marriage and friendship in
response to sconomic and political pressures. [t suggests certain time periods
in which the interplay of variables is marked: the years between Chima's arrival
in the 1950s and 1966, when hostilities broke out in Nigsria; the period aof the
Nigeria-Biafra war, 1937-9; and the post-war years of 1970-2.

In the remainder of the thesis ths process of interaction is considered in
three stages, corresponding to these three historisal periods. In each psriod
relationships are considered as a ssparate, self-contained system, though it
may be necessary to refer forwards or backwards from times to time.

The first extends from 1944 to 1966, It encompasses the years following
World War II when Nigeria is a colonial deperdency whosa pesople regard Britain
as the mother country. Free entry is exploited in %he desire, and need, foxr

academic and professional qualifications. Migrants come as workers and students,
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most of them male and single. The students enjoy a spirit of 'comraderie'! under
the auspices of the British Council. In 1960 the event of Nigerian independence
speeds up the flow and widens the social and intellectusl range of students.

The 1962 Immigrstion Act counteracts this trend by restricting the range of
permitted entrants to full-time students only. The legal status of the new
arrivals has economic implications, and marriage becomes an important means of
security. The community consists towards the end of the period of students

and their wives;most of them in their twenties. This period is dealt with in the
first chaptex.

The second period commences with the outbreak of hostilities in 1966. Biafran
secession a year leter bxings financial hardship and political and legal in-
segcurity. Internal relationships ars intensified and the bound ary between
Biafrans and outsiders more firmly drawn. Local associations proliferate for
a variety of purposes. So do organisations which cut across the lines of kinship
and locality. New marriages show the same tendency to cross old boundaries,
and ald marriages which no longer satisfy new conditions come under pressure. This
period is covered by the second chapter,

The final post-.ar period sess a reversal of many of these trends. The
pre-war generation of students has become a generation of employees with new
status symbols and a new way of life, They havs become voluntary exiles, sailing
a stormy path between Scylla and Charybdis: the uncertainties and heavy
obligations of life in Nigeria, and the political, sociial and emotional diffi-
culties of settlement in Britain. Longstanding marriages collapse under the
strain of these new circumstances. While some war-time friendships flourish,
some war-time marriages die and others come under pressure. New marriages are
made éccording te old criteria, with wives being sent from home to unknown
hush:nds. Other unions reflect the economic and psychological independsnce
;acquired in recent years. In most new marriages, however, attention is paid to

the customary requirements which demand the participation of kin.
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At the present time the Ibos are immersed in the economic activities of the
metropolis, though new forms of economic activity are conceived in an Ibo
idiom. Despite this they axe, in appearance at least, adjusting rapidly to
life in the suburbs. But the political realities of the situation prompt the
constant renewal of internal links, and in the symbolic spheres of kinship,
marriage and friendship the lbos are seen to be an interacting and cohesive
unite.

The social organisation of the Ibo community after the collapse of Eiafra
is analysed in Lhapters three ta six. Chapter three is given to the decline in
formal organisctions and the growth of individual autonomy in the economic
shhere. In Chapter four the dissolution of community ties is placed in perspec-
tive with an examination of informal organisation and the persistence of kinship
as a category of identification and actien, Chapters five and six deal with
marriage and its role in maintaining the strength and distinctiveness of the
group. Chapter 5 deals with existing marriagss: the conduct of warital affairs,
marital st bility and the pattern of dispute settlement. Chapter 6 concentrates
on pattems of courtship and the procedure in establishing new marriages. In
conclusion the interaction of economic, political and kinship variables in the
different periods is drawn together, with speculations about the future aof the

Ibo community in London.
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CHAPTER UNE.

The Pre-war Period, 1944 - 1966.

Introduction. The roots of the existing community lie in a process of migration
which began in the 1930s and gathered momentum in the ‘'4ls and '50s, reaching

a peak in the early 1960s. Several categories of migrant wers involved: ex-
sgamen, who became domiciled in English ports; registered students; and stow-
aways or would~be students who lacked the resources for transportation. In the
sarly stages the ex-—seamen and stowaways were predominant, The later decades
saw an influx of rsgistered students, and by the eaxrly '6os the pigration of
seamsn and stowaways had ceassed.

The migrants are generally treated in the literature as two broad categories,
workers and students. But an ovexrlap occurs.in respect of the stowaways, many of
whom shared the aspirations end cutleock of the officially registersd students,
and eventually becameg part of the growing student community.

The present chapter examines the different experisnces of these groups, in
interaction with English and other white people, with other black minorities,
and with each other. By way of an introduction i} is helpful to considex the
circumstances of the early Ibo residents, their mode of arrival, sécial back-
grounds and demographic composition, their expectations of life in Eritain and
degree of preparedness foxr what they actually found.

Among the earlisest arwvivals in Bxitain wers wen who came to find work, either
as ex-sgamen or stowaways. "here had been Ibus in London before them, like the
slave Equiano who was imported in the middle of the eighteenth century.1 and
the medical student with Ibo origins, J. Africanus Horton, who arrived a hundred
years later. But such isolated cases do not, it appears,account for the for-

mation of the existing community.

1. M. Banton (1953) p. 2, points out that there had been a swall negro population
in the countxy from the middle of the seventeenth century. By the 1780s the
number of coloured slaves was thought to bhave reached at least 14,000,
before a judgement in 1772 led to & curtailment of their importation. A
considerable number of the 14,000 were, presumably, Ibos.
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To judge from the sarly literature on West Africans in Britain, from the
composition of the existing community of Ibos and the accounts of its origins
by infarmants, it would seem that the earliest migrants to establish themselves
as a group were the ex—seamen and stowaways, who arrived around the time of the
second World Warx,

There ars no records of the number of Ibos enterxing or leaving the U.K.
during the period in gquestion, oxr of West Africans as a whole. Estimates put
the number of West African immigrants in Britain, excluding registered students,
at 2,800 between 1939 and 1951.1 OF these, only a small proportion, probably,
were Ibos. A large proportion of the West Afxican Seamen were of the Kru tribe,
and others signed on in Lagos and Port MHarcourt, the latter drawn largely from
the Ijaw tribe who inhabit the Niger Delta. Ibo seamen, such as thay were,
probably Tormsd part of the remainder of #he Port Harcourt contingent, Port
Harcourt being the nearest coastal town to the predomimantly inland Ibo area.
The number of Ibo stowaways is sven haxder to ascertain. A total of 551 stow-
aways Ffrom Nigeria wers landed betwsen 1946 and 19512, of which perhaps a third
weraz lbo. Accoxding to informants the Ibo stowaways were few, for as inland
people they lacked the knowledge and contacts in the coastal towns necsssacy
to get aboard a vessel bound Toxr Britain, and aveid detection. A stowaway nesded
to know wmen who could introduce him to someone who could put him in a good
hiding place, often a member of the ship's crew who had to be bribed for his
services, It is probable that most of the older Ibo residents who arrivéd s0un
after the 1939-44 war to work or combine work with study fall into this categorny.
It szems reasonable to0 assume that some of the older students, too, arrived in
this way. The circcumstances of their arrival are now concealed for reasons
of pride, the reluctance to admit thet one was unable, through poverty or illite-

racy, to travel as a yegistered student. A further reason for concealing such

1. M. Banton (1953} p. 3. In the absence of detailed information on this aspact
of Ibo migration it has been necessary to draw extensively an Banton's
article, which deals with West Africans in general.

2. Ibid p. 6.
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a situation is that, although they felt morally justified in acting as they did,
stowaways were bechnically committing an offsnce. The number of probable stow-
aways encountered in the courss of fieldwoxk is swall, but as forerunners of the
present community, and as partitime students and workers who interacted in
vaxying degrees with the registered students, the categoxy of stowaway deservas
to be included in the analysis.

Fewer ex-seamen were encountered in the field and, as later sections will
show, their expesctations arnd mode of adjustment to life in Britain were not
conducive to close association with tha students who followed them, The
attraction of the seasmen to Britain was Tounded on direct knowledge of life
in the impexial country. They were familiar with the incomes and standards of
living of their English counterparts, and with life in English poxts. Uften
they deserted vWest African vessels in oxder to sign on at the more Tavourable
rates of pay current in British ports. Sowmetiwss thetr contract of smployment
was terminated in a U.X. port, and they wers given the eption of repatriation
or discharge there. Hading taken a room ashore and perhaps formed a liaison
with a woman, the seamen would take shoxe work and settls down to life in the
new countxy. According to Banton, several hundreds of West African seamen
settled in English dockland areas in this way. An informant in London makes
the point that older Ibo residents in the Liverpocl and Manchester arzeas are
ex-seamen, and some were encountered on a brief field trip to the formex
city. It is not clear whether such dockland settlements grew up in London during

the 193950 pexiod, but it seewms unlikely.1

1. 5. Patterson (1963) p. 30, mentions large settlements of Indian, Fakistani
and West Africans:in’ Stepney and Southall, She does not, unfortunately,
give more detail than this. But it scews reasonzble to assume that since
the Sguthall immigzrant population is composed of Asians, the West
Africans are domiciled in Stepney. In view of the ignorance of informants
about the likelibood of lLo ex-seamen in East London, it would seem that the
Stepney community consists of Yoruba and other west Africans rather
than Ibos.
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The stowaways were on the whole younger than the seamen, the majority being
in their early 205.1 Data given about 123 West African stowaways landed in 1950
give their ages as:
Over 30 4
26 -~ 30 24
21 - 25 60
under 21 33
They are distinguished also by their different expectations of Britain, and
unpreparedness for life there. Whereas seamen migrants merely disembarksd to
settle in a country of which they already had some expsrience, the stowaways
came to ses for themselves the marvels which had been described to them by
seamen and £uropean expatriates. Economic end political factors prompted their
migration to Britain., They were attracted on the one hand by the possibility
of an impzaved standard of living, and on the other by identification with
Aritein as the 'mothexr countxy'. ’
The number of stowaways increased dramaticslly in the years immediately
atter the war of 1939-45. BDuring the war greater numbers of West African seamen
had visited British ports, and British troops were stationed in West Africa.
Colonial subjects were more actively identified with Britain in her fight agesinst
the Axis powers. What they heard then about high wages and standards of living
in Britain, coupled with their emotional predisposition as colonial subjects
towards the 'mother country'y induced younger West Africans to consider migration.
Assumptions about the oppowtunities for advancement in Britain had bsen
fostered by instruction in schools, and by the rapid succass of returned students,
whose qualifications enchanced their prestige, wmarriage prospects and chances
for leadership. Both Azikiwe and Nkrumah, the nationalist leaders, are known
to have first left thedir countries by stowing away.
Many of the stowaways, therefors, wers young, literate and awbitious men who
came Lo Britein with the intention of studying and becowming doctors and

lawyers, and returning be become leaders of their people. Some of them did

1. Banton (1953) p. 6. Uther details are given by Pattexson 1963 b. in

Appendix




indeed become assidunus studenis at evening classes run by local authorities.
Others, however, were cvercome by the hardships they encountersd and the lack
of epportunity for educatinyg thowmselves, and drifted into activities which
gave them a highly disreputable image in official eyas?

The expectations of 1life in Britain held by seamen end workers, and would-
be students, were similar in one respect. Hoth groups regarded it as their
right to travel to the iwmperial countxy and be accepted as the sguels of the
peopls there. The young stowaways had perhaps a more distoxted impression of
Britain than had the seamen, whose tales they listened to with avid curiosity.
According to Banton, some would-be migrants were impressed by tales of streets
paved with gold; of the part of lLondon called 'Angel' whers angels lived; of
employers who begged seamen to leave their ships and work ashore; and of gixls
who came forward with a smils at the least invitation. More important, probably,
was the common assumption that 'in England, sducation was available to everyone,
almost without exception, to a university level; that the governwment contoolied
everything; it finds you @ good job and halps to maintain yDu...'2 Un
account of the political relatiocnship between Britain and Nigeria, migrants
had been conditioned to accept many British valuss before they entered the
country, and as British citizens they expected social equaiity. They did not
gnter Britain thinking of it as an alien land in which they wmust stand together.
Some expected to be treated with the respsct and favour that the British were
accorded in the colonies,

T%ese,than, were the circumstances and expectations of one section of bo
residents in the early stages of wmigration of the U.K. The seamen and stowaways

arrived in the ysaxrs following thez sscond world war, drawn to Britain by the

1e Soma official, apparently, belisved that stowaways were the dregs of their
own countries. Banton suggests (p.7) that on the contraxy they included
some of the most enterprising and ambitious young men. Un the less reputable
activities of some 'unsuccessful' migrants, sse 'City of Spades' by Colin
Macinnes, and interssting account of the london underworld of West African
migrants. According to Professor J. Middleton, there were lbos involved
in this type of activity in London in " the marly 1960s, However, none who
made a living in this way (as opposed to occasional illicit gains) were
gncountered in the Tield.

2. K. Little, guoted in Banton (1953) p. 4.
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attraction which an iwmpexrdial countxy hes for colonial subjescts. Thoy were come
paratively few in number, perhaps a few hundred in all, and thedr arrival was
finally curtailed hy immigration legislation in 1962, which brought the period
of unrestricted entry to an end.

The students, for their part, came in different circumstances and with other
extectations of life din Brita:j.n.1 Those who arrived after Nigerian Independence
in 1960, in particular, tneded to regard entry as less of a xight. They had
furthermore been forwarned by older Western~trained relatives about the social
attitudes they would encaunter.

ibos began to arrive as students in the 1930s, Among the first were the
son of a prowinent chief, who bscame the first Ibo judge, and his servant who
became the firzst Ibo doctoxr. Thes offspring of both are members of the existing
community. S¢,too, is an elderly wowan who first travelled overseas in 1932,
to hscome a nun. Judging from the list of founder wembers of the West Aecrican
Student8' Union (WASW), formed in 19272, there were no Ibos in Hritain at that
time, and it seems unlikely that any arrived hefore, owing to the relatively
late penetration of Iboland by Europsan colonialists and wissionaries. But
soon the nising tide of nationalism in colonial countries in the post-war period
led to an influx of students, aided and controlled by Hritish govermnment policy.
Since 1944 the policy bbd been to further the politiecal, social and economic
development of the coloniss for aventual self-govermment. Uppoxtunities were
created t0 train in Britain for professional and technicael posts, and education
was expanded in the colonies with the establishwent of inttitutions such as
University College in Njgeria. The existence of scholarships for study abroad
gave added incentive to students who recognised the potential value of higher

education in ths new nation states. Accordingly, ths numbers increased rapidly.

1s In the absence of contemporary svidence the situation of Ibo students in
the pexriod preceding Independence and the 1967 war must be inferred from
the recollections of the Tew who still remain in bLgndon, and from the
literature on West African students in general.

2. P. Garigus (1953) p. 57.
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Registered colonial students in Britain rose Trom 1188 in 1945 to 5,154 in
1951, a Four~fold incresase in six years.1 Towards the end of the decade the
rate of increase was still spectaculax. In 1959 the number of Nigerian freshers
at London Univexrsity was 750, approximately. In the following year the intake
exceeded one thousand.2

The granting of independence to Nigexda's two southern regions in 1957,
followed by national independence in 1960, affected the number and composition
of studerts arriving in Britain. It affected also their attitudes towards the
country and the people aming whom they were coming to live; their purpose in
coming, and their sxpsctations of life here, The granting of political inde-
pendence was accompamied by changss in the leggl status of Fformer colonial
subjects. These changes were embodied in the Immigration Act of 1962, which
produced further changes in outlook among new arrivals. Thus in describing the
circumstances and expectations of the pre-war community a distinction may be
drawn betwsen the arrivals of the 1940s and 50s, and tha post-Independence
generation of students.

In the session of 1951-2 thers were in all 642 registerad N;gerian students
in London, four-fifths of them male.3 Of these, perhaps a third wexe Ibo,
They fell into two categories; sponsored and unsponsored. The sponsored students
included holders of government and other awards and scholarships, and private
students recommended by an official body in Nigeria after giving pgoof of
adeguate financial resources. The unsponsored students were those who arrived
without such guarantess and were gfficially unrecognised. They differed from
the stowaways only in possassing the fare for the journey to Britain. Some
tried to get recognitiun on arrival by an official body such as the British

Council, for the advantages this conferred in gaining entrxy into a university

1e A.T. Larey (1956) p. 29.

2. West Africa. Sept. 1959, Sept. 1960. Most were external students (ie. study-
ing full- or parb-time at local colleges) and most were studying law or
economics.

3. Carsy (1958) p. 31,
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or college, and finding accoﬁﬁdation. Estimates of the numbers of unsponsored
colonial students in the early 1950s vaxry. The Colonial Office estimated that
they were a tenth of the total; the British Council maintaimed that more than a
third af the students met at the ports in 1950 fell intn this category. The
migration of unsponsored students ended with the 1962 Iwmigration Act which
restricted entry to clearly defined categories of worker, student and dependent.
The distribution of Ibo students between the two categories is not known. It

is likely, however, that a considerable proportion of arrivals duxing the

1950s were unsponsoraed, and that this accounts for some who came bzfors 1959
and are still here (8%). wWith the approach of Independence the number of spon-
soxred students increased, though the migration of men still exceeded by far
that of women. The most popular subjects were still law, but the proportion
pursuing practical and professional courses increased with the need for per-
sonnel to man the administrative, educational and industrial institutions of
the new state.

Their expectations were much like those of the stowaways, though they were
to some extent better prepared for life in Britain, and were more ambivalent
in their attitudes towards the 'mother countxy'. Their expectetions were high.
They saw in education in Britain means of sharing in the rulexr's prestige.

At the sawme time the rising tide of nationalism in colonial countries in the
1950s made them resentful of colonial status. The students in the fifties ex-
cected, however, to meet English people, to make friends and to participate in
the social and cultural life of the host society.

They were to some extent prepared for the situation they encountersd, for
as students they had the bensfit of British Council information and advica.1
This organisation issusd lsaflets in the countries of oxigin for the help of

students, containing advice about money and haggage, procedure on embarkation,

1. Details of the British Council's eaxly activity is contained in A.T. Cargy's
study. (1958) p. 44-5, This information is substantiated by discussions with
British Bouncil officials in London in 1971.
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arrangements for housing, and suitable clothing., In 1952 it started to give
lectures on these matters in the country of origin. It endeavoured to meet
students on arrzival in British ports and to give practical advice on transpoxt
and currency. 1t made special arrangements to desl with the Autumn influx, to
the extent of fixing up temporary accommodation. An Introduction Courssz was also
available for the new arrivals. It consisted of lectures and discussions on such
matters as London Transport, laundrny and gasmeters, eating facilities and 1li-
braries.,
There was, however, no mention of the colour bar, or of rslationships between
men and women, gaps which gave rise to complaints later, In other ways, ton,
the students wele unprepaxed for the conditions they found. The way of life
of British expatriates led them to expect better conditions in Brdtain. An Ibo
informant tells of his surpiise on sesing a street of pre-1939 terraced houses
in East London. He recalls that he asked his cowpanion when they wexe fo be
dgemolished, thinking that this evant wmust be imminent and the houses replaced
by the large, detachsd residences which he had thought wers the homes of all
Englishmen!! Uther sources, too, record the student's surprise at seeing dirty
streets and psople doing manual jobs.1 In the latter respect, an informant
recalls his embarrassment an finding lifis in department stores operated by
slderly men. He addressed them as 'sixn' in acknowledgement af their seniority.
The post-Independence generation of students were better prepared. Many of
them benefited fram the advice of clder brothers and relations who had been to
Britain before them. They were, in addition, less embivalent towards the host
society, since the ceclenial relationship no longer existed. They cams as
comrmonwegalth citizens Tor the purpose of acguiring specific gqualifications
to promote their chances in Nigeria. The old ambition of trevel to the imperisl
capital to share the svcial and cultural life of the ruling group had given

way to a narrower objective. A paralkel development was the growing preference

1- A'Tl Cal‘ey. (1956) p. 40.




for specifie, technical and professicnal courses over such subjects as Law
which provided, ox were thought to provide, a2 more liberal eduéatimn.1 The all-
rounders of the 1950s were being replaced in the 1960s by a generation of
technocrats.

This distinction is made by members of the earlier generation who haxk back
to the 'good vld days' of the 1950s. The older students compare themsklves
favourably with those who came atter them. They recall the spirit of adventucre
and broader hoxizons of the earlier times; the desire to mix with the Epglish
and share thedr cultural 1life (How many of these technocrats go to Prom concerts
as we did?'). They maintain also that 'there were fewer of us then; everyane
knew everyone else; there was no colour prejudice....' This self-image suggests
that the pattemn of interaction between Ibos and non-Ibss, and among the Ibos
themszlves, underwent a significant changs in ths course of two descades.

Several questions are prompted by the self-image of the older generation
of students. Une wants to know whether the pattemn of interaction really changed
between the 1950s and 1960s, and if it did, why. If it did not, the question
arvises as to why the clder residents maintain this iwmage of themselves in re-
lation to the rest of thes community? An answer to thess questions may be found in
an examination of social interaction, which occupies the remainder of the chapter,

The analysis is undertaken in three parts, In the first, rzelationships between
Ibos and white members of the host society, both £nglish and Europesn, axe
considered. The second deals with relationships between Ibos and other black
minority groups, such as Yogubas, Ghanaians, YWest Indians and Asians. Finally
the pattern of interaction am.ng the various categoriss of Tho migrant is

exanmined.

1. A.T. Cgrey also describes the disappointment of early colonial students who
had chosen to study law bascausa they thoughit it would provide a general
gducation but found it tc be too narcow and technical, For the trends in
courses taken by Ibos see the General Introduction, p.33
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Interaction with Whites. Mast of the migrants entertained the hope of being

accepted on equal terms by Londoners, and of learning something about their
way of life through interaction with tham. The different groups - workers,
sponsored and unsponsored students - varied in their experisnces but had in
cowmmon a sense of disappointment ang frustration at the kind of social contact
achisved.,

The first, and for many Ibos the only, relstionships with white people were
formal and impersonal. They azoss in the context of work and study, housing and
organised lelsure activities. They concermmed landladies and hostel wardens,
colleagues and college lectureres, and official of religious, welfare and
student associations like the British Council and Church Missionazy Society.
Informal relationships, where they existed at all, were generally heterosexual,
and involved either foreign girls temporarily resident imn Brdtain, or working
class Epglish women.

For most of the registered students, and for some of the unregistered, the
first contact was made on arrival when they were met by a representative of a
welfare arganisation., The British Council, designated by the Colonial Office
as its agent for the provision of welfare sexvices in 1950, played a major
part in the reception of overseas students in the following decades. By the
1960s, according to an official in the Hgospitality Section, people had their own
contacts in london and fewexr asked to be met at the station. Some unsponsored
students were also met in this way if thexre happened to be an official around
when they arrived, though they rsceived little help subsequently.

Sponsored students wers assisted in their search for accommodation, either
by being given a bed at a hogtel, or being placed at a recowmended private
address. The unsponsored students were told how to find their own accommodation,
a difficult task if they knew noane here slready. tnlike the seamen, who were

. . 1
easily ahbsorbed by boarding houses in dockland aresas, the stowaways and

1. Banton, {1953) p. 5.




75

unsponsared students encountered prejudice and hostility. In A.7. Carey's

sample of landladies, only 10% wers prepared to take negro tenants. The

position was not much easier for some of the sponsored students who had failed
to obtain one of the few hostel places (there were 230 beds in British Council
hostels, about 600 for colonials at London University hakis of residence; and
some small private hostels), and did not wish to live with Brditish Council
landladies. Only 40% of thes latter wers prepared to accept negroes in any case,
and over half of the addresses wers more than seven wmiles from wgatminstar.1
Rather than live so far from the centxe of thoe city, therefors, many students
preferred to find their own accommodation. Colour prejudice and a ‘colour tax!
{higher rents for coloured people) seem to have been almost universal experiesnces
for West Africans looking Tor accommodation in the 19505.2 The problem was re-
duced for those whao were coannected with house ownexrs. Although tha trend towards
house ownership among the Ibos is largely a post-war phenomenon, some bought
proparvty in the eaxly 1960s and even in the fifties, and lst rooms to Ffellaow
Ibbe and other West Africans. Thus an Ibo who tame to study early in the decade
purchased a house in East London in 1954, whers he was joined shoxtly afterwards
by a younger sister and two younger brothers. (FThe hbouse is still occupied by
the sister and a brother, together with a cousin end other Ibo tenants). This
feature of social organisation will bes discussed further in the context of
ralations within the group and with other black minorities. The point to be

made herxe is that the majority of Ibos experienced some difficulty in the search
for accommodation and that, having found it, relationships with landladies

were impersonal ans conbractual., They were charactarised by mutual raeserve.

A few landladies became mother-substitutes but they were an exception. #An

informant rvecalls his loneliness with & British Council landlady in Ealing dn

t.Carey (1956) p. 72-G.

2. In a sat of essays collected by H. Tajfel and J.L. Dawson (1965), the lho
entry Chapter 6 'Ths paternal postuxe! pp 75-B6 contains a bitter atcack on
discrimination in housing, in employmsnt and in dnterpsrsonal relations in
general. See also Eyo Ndem (1957) on the status of coloured people in Britain
in the 5S0s.




the late 1950s. He finally sent for his young wife to join him, although his
original intention had been to finish his course and return to hex.

Relations established with hostel wardens, by those forbunate enough to
secure hostel places, were, i¥ mors friendly, no less superficial. Formality
was imposed by the infreguency of contact and authoritative role of the warden,
as dirsctor of a large and complex organisation, as some of the internatmonal
student hostels were.1 College tutors, like wardens, were encountered in their
nfficial capacity. They were placed in the category of authoritative members of
the oldexr generation with whom intimacy was inappropriate. Colleges lecturerss
and university prufessors, in particular, had the role of !'father in England!'
ascribad to them and were treated with the respect and deference due to an Ibo
?ather.z Relations with other collega officials, such as welfare oufficers,
were no more intimate.

The ahsence of community 1life in most of the London colleges made informal
contact with &nglish people more difficult. West African students encountered
less prejudice among their fellow students than among the population in general,
on account of their common backgrounds and ages. But difficulties wers encocuntered
when heterossxual contact was atiempted. tnglish male studer ts did not approve
af their girls assoeiating with coloured students and the girls themselves
wers unwilling to risk their reputations in doing sm.d Colonial students at
smaller colleges in the suburbs wersz better able to make contact with English
stulents, and visited the homes of those who lived laéally. The students of the
larger central colleges, and at the University of London in pacticular, lacked

this advantage.

1 The British Cnuncil hostel at Hans Crescent, for instance, sexved alsg as &
social and culiural centre for non-residents. A similer role is played by
{ntemnakticnal Students' House, a large, well-endowed hostel and club establishec
in the early 19060s.

2. Interviews with a Frofessor of Law at London University and a law lecturer
at Holborn College of Law and Commerce (now the Folytechnic of Central Londen)
poduced similar evidence. The professor had once been disconcerted by a
solemn anpouncament from one of his Ibo students that the latter's marriage
had been consimmated, thzee weeks atter the arvival of his new wife from
Nigeria. An Ibo doctoral condidate, formerly & university lecturer in Nigeria,
suggests that the deferentieal attitude towards academic staff is fosterad
(Cont'd p.T7)
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For the full-time sponscred students, contact with londongrs was facilitated
by the British Council and other associations. In the 1950s the Methodist
Missionary Society, Chuzch Missionary Spciety's Uvarssas Visitor's Depactment,
Friend's International Centre, Student's Movemsnt House, Toc H, East and West
Friendship Council, and World University Sergics, wers among the organisations
which andeavoured to establish contact between colonial students and the
English. In the sgrly sixties the number of such organisations grew to contain
the increasing number of students arriving from overseas. They included Inter-
national Students' House, and the Overssas Students' Commendation Centre of the
Church Missionary Spciety. Amony the serxvices offered were sducational visits
to places of Interest, and inToxmal vigits te English homes for those students
who wished to sample English family lifa, ! few students, however, availed
thamselves of this opcortunity. Less than a thirxd of the offers of hospitaslity
by the Rotazy Clubs and church organisations to the bBritish Couneil were Saken up?
In the firxst place the social contact made on such accasions was unsatisfactony.
The students complained that they met Tew 'ordinaxy' British people, but well-
intentionad cranks, and patronising liberal intellectuals, who wers ignorant
of the situation in their countries, anc of the needs of the students tham-
selves. Visits to Temilies rorely tumned out to be the 'informal'! encounters

avexrycna hoped for.

2. (Cont'd). by the method of instructicon in Migerian schools and colleges.
Tha didactic style of teaching and clearly defined authority structure are
congruent with auwthorxity patterns in the wider society, in particular with
family rslationships. The lack of intimacy between college staff and colonial
students is commented upon also by Carey, (1956) p. 105.

3. A spcial worker at a London college with a ansiderable number of overseas
Law students states that she is consulted on practical issues liks jobs and
child fostering, but is rarely asked to help with problems of interpersonal
relations.

4, Carey (1956) p. 1046,

1. The Uverseas Students Commendation Centre, =stablished in 1964, offers the
following services: Introduction to a chuxrch; international wmenthly supper
club; monthly encounter groups; holiday hospitality etc,

2. A.T. Carey (19568), p. 119. Similar cvidenca of Ibo ‘'self-sufficiency' is given
by the Dirsctor of the Uverseas Students Commendation Centre.
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Another reason for the Tailure to take advantage of British Council facilities
was the suspicien that it was acting not altogether in the interests of the
students, Suspicion of the British Council as an 'agent of imperialist pro-
paganda' rested partly on its official relationship with the Colenial Uffice.

But sume of its more harmless activities were seen in retrospect as being

highly suspicious. An Ibo informant refers to 'vrganisdd attempts to investigate
and contzol entrants'toc this country. At his own reception in Liverpool in 1963
he gave his porsonal details {(age, name, purpose, destination) to 'at least

four psople claiming to repressnt diffesrent organisations'. A man who was speaking
Ibo claimed that he had been at Enugu. The student's friond who was going dirzect
to London and had nowhers 0 stay, was given a badge tn wear by a British
Council rgpresentative who said that he would be recognised at Waterloo Station
and helped. 'But', the student recalls darkly, 'there was no-one theze.!

He concluded that there were immigration spies at major points of entry, woxking
under the auspices of the British Council, and that ths latter was a highly
dubious Qrganisatian.1

Religious organisations like the Y.M.C.A. and church societies, while frze
from all this type of suspiciocn, did not meet tha.need of thes students for
informal contact with local residents. The cause was often the disillusionment
af the individual with the style of worship and way of life of the congregation,
which led to a gradual slackening of intersst. A fervent Catholic who had attend-
ed a small local church regularly since his arrival in Britain in 1963 at first
enjoyed the student sessions after the service, and the meetings with English
nembers of the congregation. But after attending the cathedral in the centrs of

the city when he moved to the nearxby Y.M.C.A., he was appalled by the 'social

1o It is not clear whether this suspicion was pres:nt at be time or developsd
subsequently. The welfare afficer of a London college noted a tendsncy for
lbe students to become suspicicus to the point of parsnois during the war
and afterwards. It is possible that in this case too the 1962 experience
seemed odd in resrospect. Howevsr, J. Eldridge (1960) discovered among overseas
students a pronounced mistrust of the British Council, and belief in its
activities of spying and propaganda for the British Government. The same tan-
dencies ars noted in the e=arly 1950s, by A.T. Larey.
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aspects of religion', the ostentatious donations and purse rattling. Evantually
he gave up attending., Another student finally lost interest when the priest
'talked rubbish'!. He had assured his congregation that the missionaxies of

a particular order had often died in Africa because of the hardships they had
had to endure. The Ibo student, as it happened, had attended one of their
mission schools and the missionaries had, he said, 'lived like lords'. For many
students, however, the less of interest sesms to have besn precipitated by the
lack of warmth encountered in the congregation, sometimes expressed in acts of
discrimination.

The social contacts afforded by religious activity, and college life, by
housing arrangements and by organised lesisure activities, were mostly formal
angd impersonal in nature. The students interacted with Londonerg acting in
official or semi-official capacities, and interaction remained at this supex-
ficial level. Few contacts of an intimate or non-contractual kind were established
by thess means. Often, however, it was contact of the latter k;nd which was most
eagerly sought. In particular, the students were anxious for friendships with
members of the opposite sex.

Few opportunities existed for intimate heterosexual relationships within the
group for a variety of reasons. The main ene was demographic: male students
far outnumbered female, in the 1950s particularly. Exact proportions of Ibo men
and women in London during the early period arxe not known, but from a variety
of evidsence it would seem that the ratio was in the region of six to ane1

in the latter paxt of the 1950s, and the disparity even greater before that,

1+ This ratio is reached by combining the estimated for full-time (sponsored)
and unsponsored students and the sex distribution of early armivals in the
present community. Thus there were in 1951-2 131 Nigerian women out of a
total of 642 sponsoted students. Unsponsored students probably included
a far smaller proportion of women, if there were any at all, (in fact,
there is evidence of the occasional female stowaway. Banton p. 8). Statistics
gathered in respect of the Ibe community in 1971 suggest that while in the
period before 1959 women were less than a third of the new arrivals, by the
period 1964-7 they made up half of the total. See General Intzoduction.
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Although the number of women sent to acquire tschnical and brc?essional quali-
fications (as nurses and sscretaries, mainly) increased as Independence approached,
they did not at any time receive the same opportunity as the men for study

abroad. Generally the daughters of wealthy families were sought in marriage by

men returning from overseas with the coveted qualifications, and were married
before they could be 'spoilt' by western education. Single girls who did make

the journey were often inaccessible to the men students, for a variety of

reasons. They might have been 'promised' to someone in Nigeria who was

financing their education. Some were affected by social stigma which made any

but the most casual relationship undesirable. Another factor was the likelyhood
that such relationships would be misinterpreted by fellow students and by families
at howe who would be certain to hear of them. These and other reasons limited

" the opportunity for heterosexual rxelationships within the group, and increased

the need of the men students for infozmal interactions with women in the host
society.

Not a1l the young men sought such contacts, however, Frequently they had wives
or fiancees at home. Almost invariably the husbands came alone to study, ex-
pecting a separation of four or five years. When there were no children because
the marriage had not been consummated a wife was sent to join her husband
about a ysar before the completien of his course so that she could'do some
little course or other', and share his experience of being abroad. After 1960
this pattern became well-established, as the idea of education for women gained
ground and the economic advantages it conferred became obvious., Girls followed
their fiancess after they had finished secondary school, normally one or two
years after the engagement and his departure for Britain. Another factor in its
develapment was the need for the busband to be a full-time student, to cemply
with the 19262 Immigration Act. His wife, entexing as a dependent, could work

to support him, while pursuing her own course part-time.
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In the 1950s, however, the sexual imbalance was more pronounced, and the
nesd for informal, emotionally satisfying relationships with members of the
opposite sex particularly acute. The problems encountered by African students
in the area of heterosexual relationships are well-known. Much had been written,
too, about relationships between black menm and white women in +the working class
areas of immigrant settlement. Documentazry evidence for the 1950s is supported
by the recollections of long-established Ibo residents and way be used to
illustrate the Ibo situation in the pericd in guestion,

Attempts were made to contact women in a variety of places, dance halls
and certain social clubs being the most popular., Informants recall with wry
amusement their efforts at the Hammersmith Palais to obtain dancing partners.
Polite refusals were invariably the rule. Two friends describe their starting
at the same point, woving in opposites directions around the edge of the dance
floor, and meeting again at the other side having failed to persuade any girl
to leavd her seat! This reluctance to associate with them came as a rude
shock to most of the young men, who wers regarded as highly eligible at home,
and had never been xefused dances befoxre.

Some relationships were established with fellow students, but, as was suggssted
garlier, female students were not often willing to be associated with black
students in the eyes of their white class mates. On the whole the students
failed to make more than supsrficial contact with white women of their own
background and #ducation. A common complaint wes that they could get English
girls to go out with them but that these girls wer: of a lowsr social status
than they were. They were either uneducated or were too old or too plain to
find English man.1

There is evidence of a considerable number of intermarriages in the early
period, No figures ares available, and wost of the couples concerned probably

left Britain for Nigexria before the outbreak of hostilities in 1966,

j. Kangtkar (1970) p. 80 produced eimilar evidence for Indian students in the
London area.





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































