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ABSTRACT

The thesis deals with the grammar
of the Twe (correctly, and henceforth, Eve) language
in terms of Scale and Category linguistic theory.

It has two main sections: an Introduction and the

Grammatical Description.

The Introduction is in three parts.
First, a discussion of previous work in the field of
we grammar which is intended to make obvious the need
for a fresh look at the subject. Second, a brief
sumiary of the theoretical presuppositions on which
the analysis is based - Scale and Categovy theory.
Third, a summary statement of those phonological
features of HWve which are pertinent to the grammatical

description presented here.

The Grammatical Description constitutes

the main body of the thesis. The grammatical units

found necescary and adeguate to describe Iue are the




Sentence, Clause, Group, Word and Morpheme.

Chapters 1, 2 and 3 deal with the Units Sentence,

Clause and Group respectively. Chapter L4 deals with

the Units Word and Morpheme. A formal definition is
attempted for each of the units and their structures

are described in terms of their constituent elements
(except for the Morpheme which has no grammatical
structure) and the exponents of each are given. Where
relevant (i.e. in the Clause, Group, Word and Morpheme
but not in the Sentence), the various classes and
sub~classes that operate at the places in these structures
are described and exemplified to varying degrees of
delicacy. The systems operating at the ranks of Sentence,
Clause and Group are summarised at the end of the
discussion of these units. The grammatical description

is summed up in a brief concluding remark.

The thesis closes with a selected
bibliography of relevant works in General Linguistics

on the one hand and of Bue grammar on the other,
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Rankshifted

Front-shifted

Absence of 1tem in structure

Optional item

Discontinuous item, where x is internal to
discontinuous y.

Recursively occurring item

Alternatives

2xpounded (realised) by

Sentence boundary (used only to draw attention
to sentence status)
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Word boundary

Morpheme boundary (used only to draw attention
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Low tone (where o is any tone-bearing
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Mid tone




1.0a

ADDENDA

The following abbreviations have been

used in addition to those given above:

aug ~ augmenting particle

con - continuous aspect particle
fut - future tense particle

hab ~ habitual aspect particle
in - intention aspect particle
2/D - present/past tense particle

rep - repetitive particle
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INTRODUCT ION

This thesis is a description of the grammarl
of the western dialect of the Fve language, spoken in the
Volta Region of Ghana and in southern Togo. The register2
is the semi-formal, conversational variety which has
developed over the past hundred years or so as a result
of the cross-dialectal contacts which may be attributed
nainly to the influence of western education and the
colonial powers. This register, rather than any one
specific dialect, has become the most widely understood
form of Ilve among native speakers.

This presentation, which deals with grammar
to the exclusion of semantics and phonology is, of course,
not the first description of the language, aud a short
survey of previous works is given below. It is rather
an attempt to apply modern linguistic principles to an
African language that is relatively well-known to

linguists. The result of the rigid application of

l‘I‘he term “"gramuar' is used i a specific way when
referring to this work., This is discussed in the section
of the introduction dealing with the theoretical
presuppositions.

2cfo Halliday, Mhcintosh and Strevens: p. 77.
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these principles is an analysis that 1s very difterent

in many respects from all previous descriptions.

The rest of this introduction deals
briefly with former grammatical descriptions of the
language, the theoretical presuppositions upon which
the present description is based, and those phonological
features ( especially tonal) that are relevant to the

grammar as delimited later.

I Former Grammars of Rve

Rarlier publicatious on Hve grammar can be

divided into two groups:
1) The works leading up to and including those

of D. Westermann,
and 2) The works since Westermann.

Two reasons may be given for this division.
The first is that there is evidence to show that whereas
Wegtermann's grammar represents the climax of.the
descriptions which preceded him, his followers have always
looked back to him as their point of reference. The
second reason is that all the works of the first group
were simedialmostoéxclusively at studying Eve as a second
language, but works of the second group have mainly aimed

at teaching the language as the mother tongue to indigenous
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pupils.

Lve grammars up to Westermann Although word lists

and other records date from much earlier, the first
attempt at a grammar of Fve dates from 1857. This is

J. Schlegel's Schllissel zur Ewe-Sprache. The book

consists of sections on grammar, proverbs, folk tales,
bible stories and word lists in a variety of =uve that
seems to be a mixture of the Aplo and GE dialects.

More than thirty years passed before Henrici's Lehrbuch

der Ephe Sprache was published (1891). The present

writer did not have access to tnis book, but the title
indicates its pedagogical intention. This was folliowed

by Blirgi's Kurzgefasste Grammatik der Mwesprache (1897).

Although this is a smaller work, t.e similarity in

subject matter and treatment between it and Westermann's
grammar is very great. The bpelief that the two must

have collaborated closely is strengthened by the knowledge
that Blirgi and Westermann shared the same house for some
time in Lome at the turn of the century.3 In 1906

A, Seidel, who had earlier produced a grammatical survey

of the Aplo and Anexo dialects of Eve together with

3Personal comnunication from Pastor Ramsauer, Director
of the Norddeutsche Missions-Gesellschaft.
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Hausa (1904), also published a Lehrbuch der Ewhe-Sprache

in Togo. In the same year lswen published his

Grammatikalische Elemente von Sldwest Togo, a work

which the present writer has not been able to obtain.,Llr
It was in the context of these works that
the first edition of Diedrich Westermann's Grammatik

der Awe-Sprache appeared in 1907. Being the most

comprehensive gramumar of Eve written hitherto, aud
unfortunately since, the Grammatik, together with the

anglish translation by Bickford-Smith - A Study of the

Ewe Language (1930), has become the standard reference

work.

Eve Grammars since Westermann Since the first edition

of the Grammatik those who have produced grammatical
descriptions of western Eve are Westermann himself,
Potakey, Herman, Obianim and Ba#ta.

Apart from his lexicographical and
comparative works Westermann's contribution during this

time consisted mainly of Die :we-Sprache in Togo (1939),

a students' text book and a number of articles dealing

“During all this time valuable work on language surveys,
conversational exercises and textual and ethnographic
materials was being published. In themselves these had
1little to do with grammar and so are not of immediate
relevance here.,




with specific subjects that had more or less been

covered in the Grammatik: e.g. Die Frage in Ewe (1942),

Der Wortbau des Ewe (1943), and Form und Funktion der

Reduplikation (19hh). In each of these articles there

is no substantial change either in the basic theory
or the description from those of the Grammatik,

Potakey's article Notes on Ewe Writ‘+g is

intended as aguide to teachers in the teaching of
orthography,wbut is relevant inasmuch as he assumes that
there are eight parts of speech and discusses how they
arec to be written.

It has not been possible to have access

to Herman's A Short Ewe-Grammar with iinglish-ZEwe-French

Vocabulary (1939).

Obianim's HBuvegbe Duti Nya (1950) and

Ba¥ta's Miafe Gbe, both of which are textbooks for

upper primary and lower secondary school pupils, have
one thing in common: they are written in Eve for
native Eve speakers. Neithsr of these, however, is
strictly speaking a descriptive grammar,

With their emphasis on the teaching of
flve, works of the second group have not been imumediately

concerned with questions of grammatical analysis

15
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and the linguistic principles upon which these are based.
The analysis of Eve was taken for granted,5

Important however as Westermann's works are,
they have the disadvantages common to many such
descriptions produced at toe beginning of the century.
Theoretical inconsistencies are not uncommon and many of
the categories set up seem to have no basis except a
notional one derived from other languages. There are
attempts to comnect forms by etymologies that cannot be
substantiated.

Nevertheless this thesis 1s not meant as a
correction of Westermann or any other writer. It is
simply an attempt to examine the grammar of Eve in the
light of a current linguistic theory and to describe
this grammar in terms of its categories. The
theoretical basis of this analysis is the subject of

the next section of the introduction.
R

5Westermann's work and the Fve translation of the Bible

are regarded by many educated Tves as the source (rather
than the result) of "good" Lve.,
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II Theoretical Presuppositions

The thesis adopts a general view of
language and linguistics that is similar to that of
M.A.K, Halliday, known as "Scale and Category" theory.6
There are minor points of difference, especially in the
actual descriptive section, between Halliday's treatment
and this presentation, and these are indicated whensver
necessary.

A fundamental requirement of the EScale and
Category model is that linguistic events should be accounted
for at a number of ‘levels'. This is because each of these
levels involves a different kind of abstraction and
patterning. There are three levels: those of Substance,
Form and Situation, Substance embraces the phonic and
graphic material of language occurrence. Form accounts
for the organization of Substance into meaningful

7

structural patterns. Situation comprises the extra-
linguistic features to which language refers.
The necesgsary links between substance and

form, and between form and situation are termed "inter-

6cf. Halliday; Halliday, Mclntosh and Strevens; Hasan;
Huddleston; Smith: 196l; Verma.

Tof. Halliday, 1961, p.243.
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levels". The interlevel by which substance is related

to form is Phonology or Gra_phologyo8 Form and
situation are related to each other by the interlevel
of context.
The levels of substance and situation are
not treated in this thesis, nor strictly speaking are
the interlevels of phonology and context, except insofar
ag reference to these interlevels sheds light on Form,
It is with the level of form that we are concerned here.
The internal structurings for which the
level of form accounts are of different status. There
are, on the one hand, those patternings which have such
a limited number of choice possibilities that they can
be exhaustively listed and described, and on the other
hand, those patternings which can neither be exhaustively
listed nor completely described in grammar. The
delimitable patterns are veferrcd to as Yeclosed" and thosc
which are not as '“open', The former operate in "“systems"
and the latter consist of'"sets", There is no clear break
within form between the “closed systems" and the “open

sets". They merge gradually into each other, foruming

8

cf. Halliday, 1961: p.24l4; WMcIntosh, 1956.
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a continuum which is termed a “cline".

However, the variable "range" of choicec
possibilities that occur at various points in the
patterning of language at the level of form necessitates
an intralevel distinction between "Gramumar" and "Lexis".
Grammar is concerned with that part of form where the
choice possibilitics are limited and clear, i.e. closed
systems; lexis is concerned with that part where choice
is not limited, i.e. open sets,

It is with gramwar defined in this way that
this thesis is specifically concerned. It is thus
limited to & discussion of that part of the linguistic
level of form at which finite numbers of choice
possibilitics operate. Reference will be made to the
demilevel of lexis and to the interlevel of phonology
only insofar as these contribute to the solution of the

grammatical issues being discussed.

The model claims that a full description
of grammar rcquires four basic "Categories". These
are Unit, Structure, Class and System. A coherent
and comprehensive account of the demilevel of grammar
is only possible when all these categories are taken into

consideration. In other words, the nature of language




is such that they must be entrenched in any theory about
language, and these four categorics are necessary and
sufficient, qua categories, to account for the
generalizations that can be made sbout the grammar of
any language. gsach of' the four categories is related
to and logically dependent on each of the others. vone
has precedence or logical priority over the others.

The category Unit is set up to account for
the stretch of language that carries grammatical pattern.
The units are hierarchically arranged on the '""Rankscale".
Thus one can speak of units of higher and lower rank,
This hierarchy is taxonomic and therefore, apart from
the lowest grammatical unit, each unit is composed of
one, or more than one whole unit of the rank next below
it on the rankscale, The gramuatical units vary from
language to language, and it is the burden of the
description to discover and state them.

Structure is that category which accounts
for the ways a unit may be made up of the occurrences
of the unit next below. It is an abstraction at the
highest level of syntagmatic patterns and their
relationships. A structure is always that of a given

unit and is made up of hlements., The elements are

20
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"ordered', i.e. in each occurrence of & structure exists
a patterning of its constituent elements. This ordering
18 not necessarily lineal or in continuous sequence.

A structure may be Multivariate (made up
of different classes of elements) or Univariate - typified
by Recursion - (made up of elements of the same class
occurring more than once). The elements of structure
in a multivariate structure are said to be "place-ordered"
and those in a univariate (recursive) structure are said
to be "depth-ordered".

The category Class 1is set up to account for
the functional relationship that exists between a given
unit and the elements of structure of the next higher
unit on the rankscale. A class therefore is that set
of members of a given unit which have the same possibility
of operation in the structure of the unit next above on
the rankscale. It is not a grouping of items that have
similar structure. In fact, the members of a class may
not have any structural similarity at all. It is their
ability to operate at the same place in the structure
of the unit next above that determines their common
membership in the class, Thus the classes of a given

unit are determined at the unit above and not within the
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unit itself. The role of this category is to
distinguish what may be grouped together in terms of
function at the next higher unit and what may not.

At any given place on the rankscale a class
may be further analysed into secondary, tertiary, etc
Subclasses. This subdivision involves "“"delicacy"
which will be discussed under the heading "“Scales".

The demilevel of grammar deals with a fixed
and relatively small number of choice possibilities.

The occurrence of a specific item rather than another

at a given place in structure implies that such a choice
possiblility exists. Whenever there is a choice it

makes a difference which item is chosen from a given
finite set. The category of System 1s set up to account
for the choice possibilities at a given place in structure.
A system is thus said to operate when one item is chosen
from a finite number of mutually exclusive items. The

set of items that can possibly operate in & given system
are the Terms in that system. The more delicate the

subclascification the greater the number of systems.

To relate tne four categories of unit,
structure, class aud system to eacr other and to t.e data

of individual lanpguages three scales of wbstraction are
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set up. "hese are Rank, Exponence and Delicacy.

Some reference has veen made to the scale
of Rank in the discussion of the category Uudt. Rang
accounts for the hierarchical relatiouship that the units
have one to another. As has been mentioned, the units
are arranged on the rankscale such that there is one or
more than one whole unit of the lowest ran% in the next
unit above it, and one or more than one unit of the
second lowest rank in the next unit above (i.e. the third)
and so on to the highest unit. The only exception to
this rule is seen in the phenomenon of “Rankshift!,
This 1s the situation in natural language in which a
given unit operates as part of another structure &t the
same rank, or as the whole or part of the structure of
o lower unito9 ""he theory allows rankshiiting only
within the same unit or frow a higher to a lower unit,
and never from a lower to a higher unit.

Rankshifting epart, each grammatical unit
is "renked" in relation to the other units. It is
important to note that on the rankscale none of the
units has logicel priority over the others, and no unit

is more important than the others. Whilst all languages

901"n Halliday, 1961l: p.251.



2l

can perhaps be described in terms of a scale of rank
the number of units on the ransscele in individual
languages may difrter,

The scale of Exponence relates the categories,
which are abstractions of the theory of grammar, to the
data which comprise natural language. It links each of
the categories to the data by Bxponentsolo The exponent
of any of the categories may be cited directly from the
data or may be described step by step in terms of 1ts
relationship with the other cetegories. The ultimate
link between the grammatical category and the data is
expressed in terums of "Formal Items". A move from any
one of the catepories, via any or all of the other
categories, to the fcrmal item is a move along the scale
of exponence. When the description reaches the formal
item the function of descriptive grammar is over, and
from the Toruwai item either lexis or phonology may take
over,

The scale of Delicacy deals with the degree
of detail in difierentiation within the same unit. In

theory, the elements that operate at places in the

10 .
The terms "exponence" and “expound" are used inter-
changeably with “realisation" and “"recalise'.




structure of each unit can be subdivided into secondary
or sub—classés, and these sub-cluasses further suovdivided
until a point is reached beyond which no gremmatical
distinctions cen be made. The relation bectween these
classes and thei. sub-groupings is what is termed de.icacy.
Delicacy 1is therefore said to be & clinc on which
structures are ranged from the lesast delicate (consisting
of primary structures) to the most delicate (consisting
of the finest subdivisions possible in grammar). In
practice an increase in delicacy is an increase in the
grammatical comprehensiveness of the description over
the whole range of the analysis, It is vital to
distinguish delicacy which 1s an intra-unit scale from

rank wnich 1s an inter-unit one.

III Phonological lissentials

The thesis presupposes the phonological
“escription of Twue in Ansre 1961 and 1963. A brief
sumnery of this information, which is essentially
phonemic rather than phonological, is given here., The

description emphasises the role of tone.
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1) Vowels: The following twelve vowel
phonemes are found in Bue:

/i, 3, e, &, B, a, &, 0o, 3, o, u, W/
All of these can be lengthened. Long vowels are

analysed as sequences of these vowelsell

2) Consonants: There are 27 consonant

vhonewes., These may be grouped into the following
three classes by virtue of their relationship to the
tones:
Class A: voiced stops, voiced fricatives and
the voiced affricate: |
viz, /b, &, 4, &, gb, v, Vv, z, h, dz/
Class B: voiceless stops, voiceless fricatives
and the voiceless affricate:
viz. /o, t, k¥, kp, f, £, s, X, ts/
Class C: the flap/laterallz, nasals and semi-vowels:

viz. /i, m, n, ny, 0, W, ¥y, 3/

3) Tones: Three tonemes are found: high,
non-high and rising. The non-high toneme has the

allotones low and mid. The rising toneme has allotones

1lpor diphthongs of. Ansre, 1961: pp. 9F.

12[ﬂ and [r)} are in complementary distribution and are
therefore allophones of the same phonemne.
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low-high and mid-high.

The tonal system is interrelated with
the consonant system as well as with the Nominal and
Verbal grammatical classes.

Nominals with initial consonants from
class A always have the low allotone of the non-high
toneme, and the low-high allotone of the rising toneme.

Yominals with initial consonants from
class B or C can have the high or non-high toneue.
When they have the high toneme they remain high in all
environments. When they have the non-high toneme they
have the low allotone in the following environments:

a) in isolation
b) before a low tone
and c) in final position in the utterance.

They have the mid allotone in the following environments:

a) before a high tone

and b) before a mid tone.

Fominals with initial consonants from
class B or C have the mid-high allotone of the rising
toneme .

The tone of verbals with initial consonant

from any of class A, B or C may be high or low; but in
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the singular of the impesrative mood verbals with

initial consonants from class A and C which have high
tone elsewhere, have rising tone. Verbals with initial
consonants from class B in this environment, however,

remain high,

In the description which follows, the
gramma tical units which are set up for Eve are:
Sentence, Clause, Group, Word and Morpheme.
ach of these is defined and analysed in turn.

Chapters One, Two and Three deal with the Sentence,
Clause and Group in that order. Chapter Four is devoted
to both the Word and the Morpheme. A brief summary

of the analysis ends the thesis.
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CHAPTER 1 TH., UNIT SHNTwNCls

1. Introduction and Definition

In this study the sentence is the highest
unit on the rankscale which it has been found nccessary
to set upal This is because it is the 1argest2 linguistic
stretch about which grammatical stater:nts can be made.
Whereas ceach of the other units set up can be demonstrated
to operate as classes at places in the structure of higher
units, the unit sentence does not operatec as a class at a

place in the structure of any higher unit.

1.1 Dlements of Sentence Structure

The structure of the sentencs is described

in terms of the constituent clauses. The sentence

1a) Features such as cross-reference, anaphora and the
concept of the paraphone which "discourse analysis" has
highlighted do indicate inter-sentence relationships.

It is therefore not quite correct to say that a sentence
"has internal but no external grammatical relationships®
(Smith, 196L:p.68). However these relationships are not
dealt with in this thesis, because they do not lend them-
selves to the same type of abstraction &s intra-sentence
features.

b) Sole dependence on phonological criteria (e.g. pause
potentiality and pre-pausal tonal features) in the setting-up
of grammatical entities has been avoided in this thesis as
it leads to the confusing of grammar and phonology.

2The t"largest in terms of constituent units, not of mere

length or the time taken to utter it.
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consists of one or more clauses, ''here can be no
sentence which consists of less than one clause.

The primary elements which are found in
the structure of Ive sentences are two. These are
symbolized as the a element and the b element. These
elements a and b which are also called "“places" in the
structure of sentences, arc identified in terms of the
class of the unit clause which expounds or realises themn.
The class of the unit clause which operates at place a in
the structure of the sentence is designated the Free (or
independent) clause, and that which opcrates at place Db
158 designated the Bound (or dependent) clause, (cf. 1.3).

All the possipnle compinations of the elements
a and b in the structure of the sentence may be conflated
into the formula: (%) a (%)30

The following patterning or the constituents

of TMue sentences illustrate some of the possible

combinations:

a devi & kpd i - the child saw ne

a tsé - stand up!

a nysd m¢ yd wd 0 - I did not call you
3

Theorctically the clement b of sentence structure is
recursive. The data available, however, show a maximum
of bb in pre a position and bbb 1n post a position.




32

ab qevy 4 kpd b | gaké & trd megbd
~ the child saw me but she turned back

abb qevi & kpd hn ‘ dye wo trd meghd E gaké me y3 &
- the child saw me and turned back but I
called hcr

ba ésl qevi 4 kpd m 14 I é trd megbé
- when the child saw me she turned back

’

bba ést me kpd qzvi 4

m’

dye wd trd meghd 1&‘ me yd
- when I saw the child and she turned back
I called her

bbabbb €&si me kpd qevi 4 | dye wO trd megbd 14 lme VO

A d

élavénd me nyd e nydid ésime midé nd afsd qekd

m& 1& kpando ' hafi wo dzé vd afii

- when I saw the child and she turned back
I called her because I knew her well when
we lived in a house at Kpando before she
lef't to come here

Note that in the cace of rocursive b elements
there are various kinds of relaetiounship among them. These
interrelationships may be paratactic or hypotactic, but are

not dealt with in this thesis.

1.2 Sentence Types

Using multiple criteria 1t is possinle to
group Lve sentences into various types. . It 1s found

useful here to make two such type distinctions. The
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first is the distinction between what is termed the Major

L

and the Minor sentence type, the second is between the

Simple and the Compound sentence type.

l.2.1 Major and Minor Sentence Types

The distinction between major and minor
sentences is made on the basis of the constituent structure
of the clause which makes up the sentence. Strictly
speaking thercfore this mejor/minor distinction is one
that belongs to the unit clause (cf. 2.2). However, it
is necessary to refer to it here since a complete sentence
can consist of a minor clause alone, and a treatment of
the unit sentence is incomplete 1if it does not account
for this.

A sentence whosc constituent clause has a
Predicator (P) clement of structure is designated a Major
sentence, and that whose constituent cilsuse structure has

no P element a Minor sentence.

uThis distinction between major and minor scatence types
is similar in essence to the distinction madce bhbetween
"favourite® and "non-favourite" or "minority" sentences
by Bendor-Samucl, 1961: pp. 35f., and Robins, 196L: pp.
232f,




€8 Major sentence Minor sentence
tosisi sia 43 outd tneisi sia
- this river is very — thig¢ rivew

kofi dzrd kokdd gédad kofi
- Kofl sold pleniy -~ Koui'i
of cocoa
$ 1& &fé & me a afé 4 md &
- is he in the house? - in the nouse?
1.2.2 Simple and Compound Sgntence lypes

The distinction between simple and compound
sentences is made on the basis of the number of constituens
clauses in the sentence, A sentence cousisting of only
one clause is simple, and onc which consists of more than

one clause 1is compound.

The Simple Sentence The simple sentence is always

r
expounded by a fres clause. -

afdd le 4d Lé-n

i

Afua 1s sick

mld anyi &

G

{

has she lain down®
ga 1l& fefé-m ko

D
v

!

she is still playing

5Thus a string of several independent clauses 1s analysed

as consisting of several simple sentences. The advantape

of such an analysis in the case of ‘jve is that it avoids

an arbitrary division between separate sentences and "linked
clauscs" where no obvious distinguishing criteria can be Couni.
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The Compound Sentence The compound sentence has, by

definition, more than one element of sentcnce structure.
Of these only one is a free clause as classified in 1.3
below., All the other constituent clauses are bound.

This accounts for the presence of only one element of

&
sentence structurc in the formula: (b) a (B). Thus

we have the compound sentence:

abbb &gbe € nyé nycé dzi-gbé ] dyadta mé& tsd kokld
éye me da nd yd mi [ gakd mie gbdé vavd
to-day is my birthday so I killed a chicken
and cooked it and called you but you refused
to coma

whose elements of structure are:
the free clause: /égbe ¢ nyd nydd dzi-gbs/ and

the three bound clauses: /dyadta mé tsd kokld/
/éye me da nd y$ mi/
/gaké me gbd vava/

The relationship which exists between the

frec clause and the bound clause or clauses in the structure

of the compound sentence may be expressed in terms of
"presupposition®. The free clause which opesrates at
place a is "presupposed" by any bound clasuses that operate

at place D. However, the bound clause or clauses that
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operate at placc b are not presupposcd by the free clause.
The free clause cain therefore be referrecd to as the
presupposed clause, and the bound clause as the

presupposing clause.

It should be obscrved that i1n relating the
two type distinctions outlin:d above, it can be said that
a sentence is cither major or minor. A major senteuce
can either be simple or compound, but a minor scntence
docs not permit of the simple/compound distinction. Thus
but &

a serics of minor sentences cannot _ be analysed as anything/

number of scparate sentences,

1.3 Free and Bound Clauses

The distinction between fres and bound
clauses is made on the basis of their function in scentence
structure. The fres clause can occur in isolation as
the sole cxponent of the sentence, but t..e bound clause

cannot constitute & comgplicte sentence by i1tself.

6 . .
The occurrence of the bound clauss in "response®
utterances is herc regarded as an incompleted sentence,
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ba  $si me kpd wo ko 1d nydd dzl dzé &é-md
- just sceing you relicved me

which consists of the bound clausc:

/dési me kpd wo ko 18/
and the free clausc:

/nyté dzl dzd é-md/
The latter clause can be the sole exponent of the simple
sentence

nyeé dzi dzt é-m& - 1 was relieved
whereas the latter cannot.

This isolability of the frec clause further
justifics the concept of "presupposition" discussed in
the paragraph on compound sentence structure (cf. 1.2.2.)

Apart from this functional distinction one
structural feature distinguishes these two clauses. The
bound clause always has a Link (L) element of clause
structurce, but the freo clause never hes this elceuent.
The presence of the L elvuent in the casc of the bound
clausc and the absence of it in the free clausc is a
crucial differcnce between these clauses.

Thus in the last example:

[N

a ési me kpd wo ko 14 nysd dzi dzg d-mo

———————

the L element in the bound clause whose formal exponent




is /ési/ - ‘when", is an integral part of the bound

clause: /ési me kpd wo ko 14/ wnsreas the free
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clausc: /nyd3é dzl dzt &-md/ cannot have an L element

of structure and still be a free clause. Any clause

wHich has an L clement of structure is therefore a bound

clause by definition.

1.3.1 Classes of the Bound Clause

In the compound scntence the bound clause
which operates at place b in sentence structure can be
classified into Qcy QS or En according as it is in
coordinate, subordinate or neutral rvlationship to the
free clause opurating at place a. The criteria for
this sub-classification are found in:

i) thce class of the L element of structure which
occurs in the clausc; conditioning

ii) the class of the pronoun which can occur in
subject position.

Difirercnt classes éf L, elument co-occur
with différont classes of pronoun, and it is necessary
to set up two series of subject pronouns when dealing
with the difference among coordinate, subordinate and

neutral structurcs., The following is the paradigm of




the two series concernedg7

Series 1 Series i1
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1. me mié me mié
2. (n)e mie (n)e mie
3. & wd wO wé

Pronoun series I occurs in thc free clause.
It can occur in a bound clausce when, and only when, a
specifiic class of' L element co-occurs with it. Series
II never occurs in the free clause, In pbound clauses
it occurs only when a different clasc of L element also
ocecurs.

The corresponding sub-clessilicaetion of

the L elesmeut of clause structure is into L., L. and L..

2 3
Class Ll alweys co-~occurs with subject pronoun serices L.
Class L2 always co-occurs with sunject pronoun serics II1.
Class L3 is ambivalent and may occur with elther series
I or series II.

Below is the list of formal items that
expound L in clause structure. They are grouped under

their aporopriate class heading:

Tefl.1.2.1 for the full set of pronoun series.
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Ly - élabénd ~ '"becauss"
ghké - "put"

L, - abe (41ési/q®) ~ Wggt
gsi (me) - "ywhen"
ési¢  Hyuti/td - "because"
dye ~ Ygnd"
késiad ~ "dJust before"
hari - "pefore
tetd - "guddenly"
vdsé (q¢) (ésime) - Mgilgn

]

LB - 818 (bd) - Yso that"
b - "that"
dyadta - f%"therefore®
neé - Wif', “when
tdgbdhé - "although"

Those bound clauses in which serics 1
pronouns co-occur with class Ll are decignated
Co-ordinate Clauses; those in which series II pronouns
co-occur with classe L2 are designated Subordinate Clauses
and those in which either series I or series 11 of the
pronoun classes co-occur with the class L, are called

3
Neutral Clauses. Neutral Clauses can be sither
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co-ordinate or subordinste depending on the pronoun
series that occurs in them.
Sentences with co-ordinate. subordinate
and neutral clauses are given below by way of illustration.
In each case the third person singular is used in subject

position in the bound clausc¢ to highlight the difference.

Co-ordination

ab, ¢ tsi| gké ¢ fud av
- he is o0ld but he runs
ab_  m> fo & | élabénd ¢ dzu i
- I beat him because he insulted me

Subordination

b, ¢ tei | dye wo fud an
- he is old and he runs
ab me fo e j hdfi wd dzh h
- I beat him before he insulted me

€sl wo dzu m ta \ mé fo &

.—--S—
- because he insulted me I beat him
Neutrality - with no differencc in meaning.
ab, ¢ nyd 1 bé ¢ vd
ab_ & nyd ] bé wd vé

- It 1s good that he came

- when he cells me L shall go
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It should be noted that pronouns of other
persons and number, and other types of nominal group
expounding S in bound clauses, &are regarded as sxpounding
co-ordination, subordination or ncutrality by analogy
with the third person singular form that can be

substituted in a comparaeble clause.

1.%5.2 Sequential Restraints on Bound Clauses

The formulaic conflation of the c¢leucuts
of sentence structure has been given as (b) a (b),
This mcans that in the compound sentence the bound
clauses which operatec at place b may precede or follow
the freec clause, At a further degree of delicacy
there is a recstriction on the bound clauses that may
opcrate at —ach of the two places. Some bound clauscs
always precede the frie clouse in sequence, others always
follow it, a..d still others occur frcely either before
or after the free clausa, The bound clause which
occurs only befors the free clauss is termed the Pre-a
bound clause (bpre); that which occurs only &fter the
free cleuse is termed the Post-a bound clause (bpost);
and that which occurs either before or after the free

clause is termed Variant bound clausc (bvﬁrj)ﬂ
[ Y "
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b or

Whe a aunse i
hether bound clausc is bpre’ post

vari is determined by the L clement of its constituent
structurec. The L elements can thercfore be further
classified into thrce sets on the basis of the

sequential restraints that they impose upon the clauses

of which they ars constituent clements. This classifiication
cuts across that of thse L elements into Ll’ L, and L3

which dcals with the choice of co-ordination and
subordination.

The chart below shows the classification

of the L elenents of clause structure into sequential

groupings.

P@rq 13p_ost f Byari
kdeidd L,| &labénd Ly ¢si (me) L,
gaké Ly ésid Dta/muti L,
abd (d16s1/48) L, | héfi L,
dye L, | vésé (q¢) (ésime) L,
| si L, | Dé (ng) Ly {

tete L, né L5
418 (bé) L3 t8gbdbd L3

L Gyadta L

B :

The following are illustrations of the

sequentisl restrictions referrea to above:
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Qpreé kdsidd npu nd ke 1d | xevi 4 wé dzd 1lé& ati 4 me xdx6
- before it is deylight the birds will have
flown from the tree

not txevi 4 wd dzd 18 ati 4 me x48xd q kdsidd nu nd ke 14

ab ost e kpd awu 1ld { gakdé nye mé kg asi é-ni o
I saw the clothing but I did not touch it

not *ghkeé nyd mé kd asi é-nu o l me kpd awu 14

cf. ankd dd awu titrid ' élabénd avuvd le € wo-

Anku wore thick clothing because he felt cold
not *£€1abénd avuvd le é wo-ifi I ankd 46 awu titrii

and me 41 fo I éyadta nye md a ga qu nd £Iffd O
I'm full up therefore 1 cannot eat anything now

not *éyadta nye md a ga du nd fiffd o l me di fo

boopid ési nu ke 14 , xevi 4 wé dzo 1l& ati 4 me
- when it was daylight the birds flew from
the tree

ab ari xevi 4 wé dzd 1lé ati &8 me ési nu ke 14
-~ the birds flew from the tree when it
wag daylight

a rd ~ :'\‘\N a2 /S -~ LY

fhvari me. a vd né m& nld aghald sid vd ko
- I shall come as soon as I finish writing
this letter

{
’b . * - Y -~ Nk-l -~ - . i
Doapi® De me yld aghalé gid vd kd { ma a va

- as soon as I finish writing this letter

I shall come,

e
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1.4 Discontinuity in Sentence Structure

Theoretically any two elements of a
grammatical unit may be sequentially contiguous to each
other, fused with each other, or one or both may be

discontinuocuvs with the whole or part of the other

internal to 1it. In the Tve sentence the elements are
either contiguous or discontinuous. There is no
evidence of fused elesmein:ts of sentence structure. 20

far the discussion of sentence structure has been limited
to that with contiguous elements of structure. The
following is a description of discontinuity in elements
of sentence structure,

Discontinuit; may mean that only one of
two elements is discontinuous and the whole of tlhie other
element is internal to 1it. It may also mean that both
elements are discontinuovs aind part of each is internal
to part of the other. In Eve sentence structure only
the former case applies. 0f the two elements a and b
only a can be discontinuous; the b element is never
discontinuous. It is accordingly the b element or
elements which are internal to the discontinuous a

element.

Thus the formula for discontinuity in
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sentence structure is: a.<b> for instance:

afby &tso {ési md gbd-nk afé-me 14 me kps ddvi 4

12 asi-mé

~ yesterday when I was coming home 1 saw the
child in the market

whose constituent elements are:
a &tso me kpd gavi 4 1& asi-me
- yesterday I saw the child in the market

and b  &ési m& gbd-nd afé-me 14

- when I was cowing home

arf ked ne gblé qivi £ 46 < hdfI vd le ye qi-fi) 1
- where did you leave the children before

jo
ic’

you came to dance?

whose constituent elements are:
a  afi kad ne gblé qevi 4 qé<
- where did you leave the child?
(containing the sub-class interrogative of the word-class
Specifier (sp) realis~d by the discontinuous formal
item /kad{ )V/). cf. L.l.5.1.
and b  hdfi vd le ye qu-i

- before you csue to dance

The combination of the two clauses above

results in the final low tone of the interrogative
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specifier being discontinuous from the rest of the
free clause.

The discontinuous g element can have
an unlimited number of b elements internal to it.

The following cxample has three:

alpbby nya kaa ¢ dzo qé_wd _dzi { hdff me a5 ame dé wé'
wé gbé vavd | dye wd le nd m  Dbé nye putd md
ti wé > L l
- why is it that I sent to them and they
refused to come and it was necessary for

me to go after them myself?

whose constituent elements are:

a nya kaa é dzo dé wd dzi{ >:
-~ what happened to them?
hdfi me 45 ame qé wé

° - before I sent people to them
by wé gbé vava
- they refused to come
by dye wo le nd m bé nye nutd md ti W68

- and it was necessary for me tc go after
them myself

8‘f“hen the tone of the final syllable of the internal
element is low, there is phonological neutralisation
of the final low tone of the discontinuous elcment.
Compare: /nd kad ne £3%/ - "what did you raise up?"
with: /nd kad n& £d>./ - "what did you find?"
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1.5 Subsidiary ilements of Sentence Structure

There are two subsidiary elements of
sentence structure in Eve. These are:
i) the interrogative element (?)
and ii) the addressive element (!)

The ? element of siructure This subsidiary element

is realised by & one-member class particle whose formal
exponent is /&/. This element occurs in final position
in the sentence, its presence marking the sentence as

interrogative.cf.i.1.13.1

e.g. niafigdld y3 kofi - teacher called Kofi
cf. nirfidld y3s kofi & - did teacher call Kofi?®
and né z& a8 14 | qevi 4 d$-4 ald nyuid

- when night falls the child sleeps well
cf. né z& a8 14 | qavi 4 d8-4 ald nydié a

- when night falls does the child sleep well?

The ? element may occur in minor sentences

as well:

e.g. ©&ghe - today

cf. gghe & - today®?

and 1& afé-me - in the house

cf., in the house?

-
f04
ml
—h
0N
|
=
D
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1
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The ! element of structure The subsidiary element

of sentence structure is realised by addressive particles.
The list of addressive particles which have so far been

found to operate at place . in senteice structure is:

tdd - for endearment

1a - for confirmation
16 ~ for announcement
loo - for announcement

Like the ? element of structure this !

element occurs in final position in the structure of
the sentence. Its presence indicates that the utterance
is addressed to a party other than the speaker.

The ! element may occur in major or minor

sentences:

l

e.g. m& £d nyeé dfokpa. loo I've found my shoe (you hear)
v

me gha fa avi. o tdd - don't cry, my dear
cf. nys afokpalli ~ my shoe {(certainly)
babad 14 - sympathy (you hear)

The major sentence in which the ! element

cccurs may be simple or compound:

e.g. mi gh dzd > tdd - don't leave, dears
and nl gd dzd hdfi md vd o 1do

- don't leave before I come dears




These subsidiary elements of sentence
structure are mutually exclusive of each other. In
other words, the same Fve sentence cannot have both

the ? and the ' elements of structure.

1.6 Systems of the Sentence

Two systems operate in the structure of

the ilve sentence. These are:
i) the system of Status
and ii) the system of Mode.,

In the structure of every sentence a
simultaneous choice must be made from each of these two
systens. That is, every *Wwe sentence has a status as
well as a mode.

The system of Status The system of status has two

terms at primary degree of delicacy: HMajor and Minor.
As has been mentioned (1.2.1) the major sentence is
realised by the occurrence in it of a P element of
clause structure, and the minor sentence is realisecd
by the absence of this P element,

At secondary delicacy the major sentence
exhibits a further choice possibility between a simple

and a compound sentence. The simple sentence is

50
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realised by a single & element of structure, and the

compound sentence is realised by the possible

constituent elements of structure (H) a (D) (cf. 1.2.2).

The system of lMode The Euve mode system has the

following three terms:

a) Interrogative
b) Addressive
and c¢) Neutral

The interrogative term in the mocde system
is realised by the subsidiary element ? of sentence
structure. The addressive term is realised by the
occurrence of the subsidiary element | of sentence
structure. The neutral term is realised by tne absence
of both of these elements of structure.

To sum up the discussion of the
grammatical unit sentence, the systems of the unit
and their terms may be represented schematically by

the following flow diagram:




(Simple \\k?

.1-M8.jOI'N P —_ \-

Compound \3(3) a (5)

( ' > >
1 .
4 LWinor Ny
ST UNC & ~
Sl 2
\
rInterrogative
KﬁODE 5 Addressive \SE
Ieutral \Ti-ﬁ

The following is a list of possible
sentence types obtainable from the systems outlined

abova with corresponding examoles:

Major “imple Neutral expounded by a
kofi v& - Kofi came

Hajor Simple Addressive expounded by at
kofi vd4 1a -~ ¥ofi came {certainly)

Major Sfimple Interrogative expoundaed by a?

koff vd a - did Kofi come?




Major Compound Feutral expounded by ab

koff vd hdfi me dzd
- XRofi came before I left

Major Compound Addressive expounded by ab.
kofi vé | hdff me azé 16
- Kofi came before 1 left (you hear)
Major Compound Interrogative expounded by ab?

kof1 va | haff me dzd &
~ did Kofi come before 1 left?

Minor Teutral kofd - Kofi
Minor Addressive kof{ loo ~ Kofi (announcement)

Minor Intevrrogative kofi a - Korfi?
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CHAPTAR 2 TH: UNIT CLAUST

-
————

2. Introduction and Definition

In this chapter the clause is defined
in terms of 1ts operation in the structure of the
sentence and described in terms of the constituent
elements of which it is made up, The definition thus
links the clause to the next higher unit, Sentence,
which has been discussed in the previous chapter, and
the descrintion foreshadows the next lower unit, Group,
the classes of which overate at vlaces in the structure
of the clause.

Nefinition: A clause is that unit on the

rankscale which is able to operate as an
element at place g or b in sentence structure.

(cf. 1.2).

2.1 Glements of Clause Structure

The following are the possible

constituent elements of structure of the “ve clause:

“ubject (9), Predicator (P), Complement (C), Adjunct




(A), Ambiguous Nominal 3lement (Z) and Link  (L).
Of these, S5, P, C, A and Z are designated Primary
elements of clause structure, and L the Subsidiary
element of clause structure. The distinction is
made on the basilis of the freedom of occurrence in
isolation of their respective exponents.

Before the occurrence of these elements
in the structure of the clause is discussed in detail,
it is necessary to establish the clause types which

are found in FKve,

2.2 Clause Types

Two type distinctions have been found

necessary in describing the .ve clause:
i) Major-Minor Clause distinction

and i1i) Simple-Compound Clause distinction.

The basis for both distinctions is
found in the P element of clause structure. A clause
in which a P element of structure occurs is called a
Major clause, and a clause in which no P element

occurs is called a Minor clause,1

57

1This distinction is related to that between the major

and the minor sentence to which reference was made in
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Secondly a clause in which only one

P elerent of structure occurs is termed a Simple clause
and that in which more than one P element occurs in
igerial' relationship is called a Compound clause:2
cf, 2.2.2 and 3.3.2

The following examples illustrate the

type distinctions: i) Major-itlinor clause distinction:

SPCA nydnu 14 : yi : agble : £ifid

- the woman has Just gone to the farm

cf, 7 nydnu 14 & - it's the woman
or PC 4o : t6 - be quiet!
cf. A fifrid & - now?

ii) Simple-Compound clause distinction:

SPA kofi : 3 : k&abd
- Kofli got up early cf.
SPAPCPC kof? : £ : kdbd : yi : agblée : da wd : ddJ
- Kofi got up early, went to the farm and
worked

2 ; . :

The occurrence of only one S element is taken for
granted since the occurrence of more than one implies
that there 1is more than one clause,

fn.l continued from preceding page:

paragraph 1.2.1, Since the basis for the distinction
is an element of clause structure, the type distinction
belongs essentially to this chapter.
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or PA tsd : 1& afimd
- get up from there
cf. PPPC tsd : vd : ndo : atike 14

- get up and come and take the medicine

2.2.1 Maijor-Simple Clause

The potential structural patterning of
the Tve major-simple clause may be reprcsented by the

formula: ((Ay s) P (Oa(cb)) (&)

This means that the simple clause may

consigt of:

i) only one P element of structure:

tsé - get up
gbligbd - return

ii) P optionally followed by one or two C elements:
(Mote that a clause in which a C element of structurec
occurs is termed a transitive clause; that in which no
C element occurs is termed Iintransitive; a simple clause
in which only one C element of structure occurs is called
single transitive; that in which two C elemerts occur is

double transitive).




60

PC fi ¢ du - runt
kpd : novi-wdé dazi

- take care of your mother's child cf.

bid : mnd : niffisalad

- ask the teacher permission
naJ : ga : ankd

- give Anku some money
td : dzd : adude 14

- set fire to the refuse

iii) P optionally followed by an infinitely

recursive number of A elements:

PA tsé : kdbad - get up quickly
PAA z> ¢ blawhl : ko
- Jjust walk gently
PAAA  2d : 1& amétsitsl wé ddmé : 454dd4d : yesiayi
- always walk gently among elderly people

iv) P optionally preceded by an S element:

ap plt : 1l kéke-m - day is breaking
devi sid : tsl - this child has grown

v) P preceded by S which is in turn preceded by

an infinite number of A elemcnts:
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ASP gted : ddnd 1ld : mé £33 O
- yesterday the patient did not get up
AAASP gdddd : 1t £3nli me : Abé gi &nd-me& 14
me : nyd-ni
- generally at dawn about four o'clock
I wake up

vi) A simple clause may also consist of other

combinations of these elements of structure:

SPC mié¢ : kpd : wé - we saw them
SPCC  nyi-kplola nydfé 14 : dé': dal : sd 14
~ the good herdsman spurred the horse
SPCA ¢ : kli-& : vul : bléwlhld
- he drives a vehicle slowly
ASPC  gbé&sihgbé : m& : fa-& : konyl gedge
- every day I lament a lot
AASPCAA 1& du g&déé wé mé : 1& evé-nylgbd dzi 1a
Hebledeld wé : wd-a : ad : kpldé dzidzd!
yesiayi
- in many towns in Tveland farmers work
happily always

The following restrictions on the
gsequential occurrence of the elements of clause structure
obtain:

1) The structures *8AP, *PAC and *SCP do not occur;

2) The A element precedes the P element only if




the S element occurs, otherwise it follows the P

element.,3

2.2.1.1 Discontinuity in Klements of Clause

Structure

Two of the elements of clause structure

may be discontinuous: the P element and the A element.

2.2.,1.,1.1 The Discontinuous P Element

a) The P element may be discontinuous with the

¢ element internal to it:

SPLYy mié @ 1E <hay dzi-ih
- we are singing a song
nye : mé kpd {wdd E)LL
- I did not see you

When the clause structure contains
two complements, Ca and Cb’ and the P element is
realised by a verbal group that selects the positive

term in the polarity system (cf. 3.3.3), the Ca element

3For cases of marked theme in which the P elcmernt may
be preceded by the C or the A element, see 2.4.2 and
204030

uFor the discontinuous item /mé¢ 0/, see 3.3.2.2.3.
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is internal to the P element, while the Ob eleumnent
follows the terminal section of the discontinuous P

element;

SPCaC nitsu sia : nd : gh : kofd

b
-~ the man gave money to Kofi

SP<Cé}Cb nitsu sia : 1& (gd) nd-fi : kofl
- the man is giving money to Kofi

In the case of a clause structure

containing Ca and C. in which the P element is realised

b
by a verbal group that is negative (i.e. having the
negation particle /mé< »0/), both C elements may be

internal to the P element:

SPLC Gy nitsu 14 : mé néd-4 (g : kofi) o
- the man does not give Kof'l money

or SP(C&K@E) nitsu 14 : mé 1le {g&> nd-1 <kof1> o]
- the man is not giving Kofi money

b) The P element may be discontinuous with the
S element internal to it. This 1s the case only

when the P elsment is thematically marked {(cf.2.4.5):

PESYCA e <nfd) qu : AzE 14 : koY
- we certainly did celebrate the occasion




2.2.1.1.2 The Discontinuous A Element

An A element of clause structure may
be disceontinuous with the S, P and C elements internal
to it. This is the case when the A ¢lement is

thematically markcd (cf. 2.4.3).°

ALSPC>  asi-me <me : kpd : wd)> 18
- it was in the market I saw them

afika <n& : d& : nye dafokpa> dé.
- where did you put my shoec?

2.2.2 The Major-Compound Clause

The compound clause is defined as that
clause in which there is more than one P constituent

element of structure. Apart from this defining

ol

criterion the compound clause has two other characteristic

features:

i) it contains not more than one S element of

structure

ii) it does not have the L element of structure.

It should be observed that discontinuity of the A
clement is possible only when it is realised by the
verbid construcdtion (cf. 3.2.1.2).

O s o . A
This in fact is a feature of every clause. Here,
however, it is a very effective distinguishing sign
between a single clause and a number of clauses.
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Thus an utterance whose analysis
produces more than one S element should belong to
a grammatical unit that is higher on the rankscale
than the clause. It may be a compound sentence or
a number of sentences. Secondly the existence of
an L element of clause structure indicates an
inter-clause and not an intra-clause relationship.

The following examples illustrate the
structural difference between a) several sentences,

b) a compound sentence and c) a compound clause:

Sent \$-SPC”SP

|
1l 2
éd : nd : tsi “ g : kd
- he drank water., He died

a) Sent

D) Sentx\gfg \SPCILSP
g : ndo : tsi l éye : wd : ki
- he drank water and died

c) Sent ™y a “NSPCP

¢ : nd : tsi : ki
- he drowned (1lit.: "he drank water died")

or a) Sent, “Sfantzu Sen_tjl Sent), \,xSP'l SPH_SPC“SPC

’ -

é : tré’l & 1 va \ é : t8 : gbd-nyé H g : yi : afé
- he turncd. He came. He passed my place. He
went home
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b) Sent‘\$§iyslps .\ SPILSPC‘LPO
& + trd | dye : wd : vd : gbo-nye hafi : yi : afé
~ he turned and came to me beforec he went home
c) Sent ~ya ™ SPPPCPC
& : trd : vd @ td8 : gbhd-nye : yi : afég
- he turned, came, passed my olace (and)

went home

The potential structural patterning of

the compouhd clause is represented in the following

formula : ((A) 9) Py (ca (Cb))(A) r, (C, Eob))(A)

That is:
i) the compound clause must have at least two P
elements, which may occasionally form the sole exponents

of the clausen7

PP £3 ¢ si - arise (and) escape!

~

PPP tsé : vd : yi - stand, pass by (and) go!

ii) the two or morc P elements may be optionally

precceded by a single S element:

SPP fiafitd 4 : sl : adzd
- the thief has escaped (and is) gone

7There are possibilities of ambiguity between the compound
clause end thec compound sentence when the only expounant
consists of a number of P clements, But this ambiguity
which is confined to the Imperative mood can usually be
phonologically resolved. (cf. Ansre, 1963),
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iii) this S element can itself be preceded by an

unlimited number of A elements:

ASPP  f£Ifflda : m& : vd : 4dé
- just now I came and arrived

AAASPP g8ddé : ghbesidgbe : 1& y&trd me 1d
vl 4 : trd-nd : gbdb-na
- usually, daily in the afternoon, the

vehicle turns and arrives

iv) the P elements of structure may each be followed

by an unlimited number of A elements:

SPAP va 4 @ trd : kédbd : gh yi
-~ the vehicle turned round quickly
and went again
SPAAPPAA  amedddd 14 : zd : bubutde : bléewhl
yi : da td : gé fia 14 gbd : kplé qokui-bobol!
- the messenger walked respectfully and
nobly, and went and stopped before the
king with humility

v) each of the P elements of structure may be
optionally followed by a C element of structure; i.e.

the clause may be transitive or intransitive:

SPP wé kdtE wé : si : dzd
- they have all escaped
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SPCP avlii 4 ¢ nd : tsi : ki
- the dog drowned (1lit. "drank water died")
SPPC adeld sia @ £3 @ yi : adé-gbé
- the hunter got up and went to hunt
SPCPCA mifé : kb-a : tsi : yi-& : agble : gbésiagbé
- we fetch water and go to the farm
every day

Each of the P elements of structure may

have a double complement: i.e. CaCb following it:

SPCPCaC & : y8 : kofd : nd : ga : &

- he called Kofi and gave him money

b

SPCaCbPCaCb ddavakald 14 : da : td : agbd
hé t3 : he! : kokivi
- the madman shot Aghbo and stabbed
Kokuvi

vi) The ordering of the various clements discussed
above can be combined in different ways to form a clause.
The following example illustrates both the complexity

of the clause, and the recursive nature of that portion

of the formula symbolised: ,G,Pz(Ca(ébJ)(A)
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ASPAPCPCPPCAPCA

dghe 14 : & : £3 : kdbd : dd : dzd : da : nd
du : k13 : agbd wé me : pé€péépé : hé yil
sukd : xd6x6
- today she got up early, 1lit the fire,
cooked food, ate, washed up the dishes
thoroughly and has gone to school already

2:.2.2.1 The Ambivalent Complement

Some compound clauses have the structure
SP10P2° This seems to imply that the final P element
is intransitive, having no C element following it.
However, in some cases, this final P element is
realised by a class of the verbal group that is
otherwise always used transitively (cf. Ve - h.11.1.1),
The expected structure therefore should have been
SP10P20° In such a case where the final P element
is realised by a verbal group whose vs is expounded
by Vi the C element 1s analysed as functioning as

complement for both Pl and P Such a C element is

20
termed an Ambivalent Complement and is symbolised:
~C= The clause in which an ambivalent complement

occurs is symbolised: 8P-C-P
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SP-C-P mié : da : £ufh : gdu
- we cooked fufu and ate it
nydnu 14 : trd : nya 1ld : gbld
- the woman changed the news and said it
wéd : fo : pitsu 1d : wl
- they beat the man and killed him

A elements of structure may occur after
each of the P elements in a compound clause which has

a double complement:

SP-C-AP ms : ktt : tsi : kdbd : 12
- 1 fetched water quickly and bathed
SP-C~-PA  adeéld 14 : kpd : 18 : wu : énumdkd
- the hunter saw an animal and killed
it immediately

-

9P-C-APA wé : fo : putsu 14 : ovul : wh : dé gbeé 4 md
- they beat the man for a long time
and killed him leaving him in the forest

SP-C-APP & : kil : &agbell : &tsd : dad : qu
- he dug up cassava yesterday, cooked
and ate it

2.2.2.2 The Redundant Complement

When a particular sub-class of verb

expounds the final P element in the compound clause,




an element occurs with it the analysis of which has
so far not been completed. This sub-class of verbs
is designated Verbs of motion(vm - cf. 4.11.1.2).
They form part of the class of verbs that can occur
either transitively or intransitively. The elcment
in question is termed the Redundant Object,8

The following is a full list of the

members of the sub-class of verbs obtained so far in
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final P position with which the redundant object occurs:

/bd/ - "be lost" /tsd/ - "wander"
/qd/ - "arrive" /vd/ - “come"
/dzé/ - "depart" /yi/ - "“go©
/s1l/ -~ "escape" /zd/ - “walk"
/té/ - “pass"

The redundant object is underlined in

each of the following examples:

SPCPi dma : kpld : qévi 14 : yi i
- Ama led the child away
not *dma : kpld : dévi 14 : yi

SPCPe me : yd : pdtsu 1€ : vd &

- I called the man to come (or: “and came")

not *me : yd : pydatsu 14 : vd

8”Redundant" because unlike other objects it has not been

possible to establish that it operates as a complement in
clause structure; "Object" because in all respects it is

phonologically identicsel with the third person singular

object of the pronoun (cf. 3.1.4.2),




SPCPe

not

guestion of
the clause,

after the P

vl 14 : tsd : nyd dddka : dzd &
- the vehicle took my suitcase and
departed

¥l 14 @ tsd : nyé dddka : dzd

It should be noted that thcre is no

this element operating as complement in

because should a real complement occur

element realised by the sub-class Voo the

redundant object reappcars after this C element:

SPCPCe

SPCPCeA

2.2.3

the absence

structure.

me : y3 : ynitsu ld : vad : gbo. nyé &
- I called the man toc come to me

wé ¢ kpld-a : gevi a wé hés : si-4
ava ¢ : lé bléma
- they used to lead the children as

well and flee war in the olden days9

The Minor Clause

The minor clause is characterised by

of the P element in its constituent

This clause type is represented by the

72

9

“The guestion of the redundant object cannot be

satisfactorily and fully dealt with here because its
investigation has not becn completed.
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following kinds of uttersnces:

a) vocatives,
b) referential or elliptical utterances
c) some forms of salutation
Of these the vocative has only the Z
element of structure. This Z element is postulated
to account for the case where the place in the structure
of the clause at which a nominal group is operating is
indeterminate. Although it is evident that the class
nominal of the next lower unit (Group) operates at a
place in clause structure, we cannot here assign it
to place &, C or A, as we can in all other instances.
This ambiguous nominal element is termed the Z element.
ixamples of the Z element in vocative

usage are:

kof{ - Kofi!
addvi 1313%3 - dear young lady:
avlh kdbli - dog!

-~ rd . fs r:
dzo-qu-ameld, ta./-me-s8s&td, mo-lakpad

- sorcerer, wicked person, ugly face!

Referential or elliptical utterances

are usually evoked in response to a previous utte.ance,

particularly to a question. ‘Their structure may




consist of:

a) only a 7 element:
aguti & - (it's) an orange (cf. 2.4)
which may be an answer to either of the questions:
anguti € a - is it an orange?
nd kaa nyé éma 1& asi wod
~ what is that in your hand?

b) only an A element

le é-f& dbati té
xplé &-vi & wé kdtd& 3
-~ with all his children®

under his bed

This last example may be a question following a

statement such as:

yitsu sid vu tsd ablotsi va afiil

- this man migrated here from .Jurope
c¢) an unlimited number of A elements:
égbe £1& : 1& tsame: : 1& akuvisd-ti 4 &

- this evening, at Tsame, under the
resting-tree

T4
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Tue salutations in whose structure

no P element occurs have:

a) only the 7 element:
etso fé A - thanks for helping yesterday
(1it., "yesterday's thanks")

akpé - thanks

b) the Z element followed by the subsidiary

Addressive element (!) (cf. 1.5):

akpé loo - thanks (you hear)
ndi tod - thanks (dear)

c} the Z element followed by the A element:

ndi : nd wd - (good) morning to you
ddno : na mi kéy - "galutation to people at work"
2.3 The Subsidiary flement of Clguse Structurs

In listing the elenents of clause

structure, the Link element (L) was termed subsidiary

because its exvonents cannot occur in isolation as the

10

sole exponents of the clause, Two further

s - . ——— —_— L i T A———— e R ———— et ——

N
. Reference has been made (cf. 1.3) to the role of the
L element in sentence structure.
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characteristics need to be stated here:

i) its occurrence is limited to the b clause

ii) except where the L element itself is
discontinuous, it always occurs in initial position in

the clause:

ab ™ SPC|LEPCAY

kokld : kd : atd | ghkd : nu : mé k& hadé) o
~ the cock has crowed but it is not yet day

ba —s, LSPCP? |SPC

réd : m& : d& : sukd : vo 14 | mad zh : Atike-wold

-~ when I finish school I shall become a doctor

The only qualification to the statement
that the L el=zment always occurs in initial positicn
in b clause structure is where the L element itself
is discontinuous., In such a case the initial part
of it occurs first in the structure of the clause and
the terminal part is final, all the other elements of
clause structure being internal to it. Of the list
of formal items which ovperate at place L in clause
structure (cf. 3.1.1) only the item /ési{ Dta/yiti/ -

"because™, is discontinuous., =+t

11/ési<;>ta/ and /ési(\)nﬁti/ are free variants which may
occur in the same idioléct. The former is more frequent
in Morth-western Jve, the latter in Southern Nve.
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There follow examples of the

discontinuous L element in sentences:

ba “» L{SPCAY SPCAA

a,

gsl gwd : wd : dd nydié > ta lme : xé
fe : nd e : kdbd
- because he did the work well I paid him

quickly
ba -, ILEP) SPC
ésl {tsi : dzay ta ,Ipépé : fa @ te a wé
- because it rained Daddy planted the yams
ba~y L<{SPC) SP
ési (m& : azd : ad) gdtd . nys : mé gd yi d
-~ because I felt ill I didn't go again

2.0 Marked Themel2

In Eve, theme is a feature of the unit
Clause. A thematically marked clause 1s differentiated
from an unmarked one by:
i) different ordering of the places of the various
elements of clause structure,

and ii) the use of emphasizing particles in the

1 . - . Co
Q"Marked theme™ is preferred to " imphasis" because it is
more precise, and 1s the accepted term in current work
in linguistics.
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structure of the elemeut that is marked. The
principal kind of reordering of the elements involved
is termed "front-shifting', in which the element
front-shifted (£/s) occurs in initial position,
whereas in the thematically unmarked form it occurs
elsewhere. There are two emphasizing particles in Eve:
/é/ which is used when the marked element is not the P
element of clause structure, and /d&/ which is used
when the element marked is P.

tach of the primary elements of clause
structure, &, P, C, A and 72 can be thematically marked.
Of these, however, only one element can be marked in any

one clause., So far the description of the clause has

been limited to the unmarked forms of the various elements.

2.0 .1 The Marked S .lement of Structure

The marked S element is always in initial
position in the clause and is immediately followed by
the P element. This marked S element, however, 1is
always augmented by the emphasizing particle /&/, which
occurs as the final formal item of the nominal group

which operates at place S. Thus, compare the following
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thematically unmarked forms with the marked forms:

SPC kwas! : 1é : kokld 1a

- Xwasi caught the chicken

cf. kwasi é : 1é : kokld 14

- it was Xwasi who caught the chicken

SPCA amd dékd : nd : x0 4 me : égbe
- ona person was in the room today

ct. ame dékd € : nd : x0 4 me : éghe

- there was one person in the room today

2.04.2 The Marked C aslement of Structure

When the C element of structure is
thematically marked it is front-shifted and optionally
has the emphasizing particle /&/. This front-shifting
results in a clause structure with the elements ordered

thus: CeP(A):

SPCAA mié : kpd : nydnu 14 : 1l& asi-md : &tsd

- we saw the woman in the market yesterday
CSPAA nydnu 14 : mié : kpd : 1le asl-mé : &tsd

- the woman we saw in the market yesterday

or CSPAA nydnu 184 & : mié : kpd : 1& asi-mé : &tsd

- 1t was the woman we saw in the market

yesterday
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If the clause has both direct and

indirect C elements, either of thesc can be front-

shifted for marked theme:

SPCaC A

b

glemcents can

SPCPC

CSPPC

CEPCP

papd : nd : gh : kofl : &gbd
- Daddy gave Kofi money today

gh & : papd : nd : koff : égbd

{

it was money that Daddy gave Kofi today

kofi € : papd : nd : gh : égbd

- it was Kofi whom Daddy gave money today

If the clause 1s compound any of the C

be similarly marked:

ndfidld 14 : kpld : kwdml : yi : sukdl
~ the teacher took Kwami to school

kwdmi & : nifidld 18 : kpld : yiI : sukul
- it was Kwami the teacher tock to
school

sukdu é : nifidld 14 : kpld : koff : yi i
- it was to school that the teacher
took Kwamil
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2.4.3 The Marked A lJlemsnt of Structure

Only one of the potentially recursive
A eleuents of clause structure can be thematically
marked in any one clause, and of all the types of
adverbial group which operate at place A only two can
be thematically marked. These are the adverbial group
involving the temporal noun (Qt - cf. 4.1.,1.1), and
the adverbial group consisting of a non-simplex
structure or the verbid construction (cf. 3.2.1.2).
Other types of adverbial group operating at A cannot
be thematically marked.>?

Like the C element of structure, the
marked A element is front-shifted and may or may not
have the emphatic particle /&/. The simple clause
in which the A element is marked therefore has the

structurc: ASPC(A):

13Only three exceptions have been noted:

a) the biblical occurrence: "Faa miexo, faa minae"

-~ 'Freecly ye have reccived, fresly give' (Mat. 10:8);

b) the proverb: /dd4d»d3d> : wé : qa-a : kpé : kpd : bi-nd/
- stone must be cooked slowly to soften it

c) /dzddzrdd/ as in: /dzddzrdd : kd : wd : 1l& fu

de-m : nd-m/ - he is bothering me unnecessarily.

The first is an artificiality probably duc to kceping
too close to the word order of the original text; the
other two seem to be peculiar register variants:-
probably of proverbs and wise-sayings.
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SPCA dsitsald sia wé : zo-a : md : gbésidgbe a

- do these merchants travel daily?

cf. ASPC gheésitghe & : asitsald sia wé : zo-a : md &

- is it every day these merchants travel?
SPCAA  dddzikpdld 14 : dé : dzikd : gbémdgbe : nutd
-~ the oversecr was very cross that day

cf. ASPCA gbémdgbe & : dddzikpdld 14 : 4Ad : dzikd : putsd

- 1t was that day the oversesr was very cross

but not: *its é ¢ dddzikpdld 1ld : 4Ad ¢ dzikd : gbémdgbs

If the A element of structure is recalised
by an adverbial group consisting of the verbid
construction (c¢f. 3.2.1.2), the A element is
discontinuous with its nominal constituent initial
and the verbid terminal. In such a case the &, P
and C elements, when they occur, are internal to this
thematically markced A element, but any other A elements

that might be in the clause occur after the discontinuity:

SPCA  kofi : kpd : dma : le fefdfé
- Kof'i saw Ama in the playground
cf. A{SPC) foréfd & koff : kps : dma) 1&
- 1it's in the playground that Kofi
saw Ama
SPCA  dma : dd : gb& : nd kofi dédé ko
- Ama grceted just Kofi
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cf. ACSPC) koff d2dd ko & ( dma : a6 : gbd Yy nd
- it was just Kofi that Ama greeted

SPCAARA dma : A6 : gbé : nd koff : dzidzotdé
1& feréfé : etsd
~ Ama greeted Kofi joyfully at the
playground yesterday cf.:

ALSPCOAAA  kofl & (dma : A6 : gbe) nd : dzidzotdd
1& faréfé : etsd
- 1t was Kofi that Ama greeted
joyfully at the playground yesterday

2.0 The Marked 7 Tlement of Structure

A themnatically marked Z element of

structure is characterised by the occurrence of the

emphasizing particle € in final position:

kofi & - (it's) Xofi
mid fé dgble & - (it's) our farm
2.5 "he Marked P 3lement of Structure

The clause in which the P element of

structure is Z‘hematically marked is characterised by:
i) the cccurrence of the verbal emphasizing

particle /¢é3/,




and ii) recapitulation of the S element of structure.
This emphasizing particle occurs
between the € element and its recapitulated analogue
which is in the form of the corresvonding subject
pronoun of the § element in series II (cf. 1.3.1 and
4.2.1). The structure of the clause which has a
thematically marked P element is therefore represented
thus: (&) s g ¢ P (¢ (c,)) (A). It should be noted
that although S appears twice in this formula, there is
only one Subject element of structure whose exponents

are discontinuous.

S d& sp koff : d& : wd : k3
- Kofi is tall

S de SPC dévi & : d&¢ : wo : dze : anyl
- the child fell down

S dé SPCA mid wé ya : d& : mié : wd-& : dd
kplé dzidzd’!
- we work with jJjoy

It should be mentioned that an exception
to this rule of recapitulation is when the S element of
clause structure is realised by a subject pronoun of
series I and I1I. In such a case no recapitulation

occurs and the structure of the clause with the

oL
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thematically marked P element is:

qe Sp

de SPC

d& SPCA

A d& SPA

(4) g& 8 P (Cy(cy)) (&)

dge : me : tru
- I did vomit
de : wd : kpd : ga
- he is wealthy (lit. "he did see money")

(0228

d¢ : mié : §d4 : au : sésf
- we ran hard

&tsd : d& : mle : 1l& f5fd-gé : kébd
- tomorrow you will be getting up early

Note that, as in the second example

above, although we hsve an indevpendent clause, a series

II pronoun is used, (cf. 1.3.1 and 4.2.1).

2.5

Systems of the Clause

In describing the systems of the unit

Clause it has been found useful to discuss those of

the major clause first and then that of the minor

clause.
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2.5.1 Systems of the Major Clause

Three simultaneous systems operate
in the major clause: Bondage, Transitivity and Theme.
jach of these is dealt with at primary degree of delicacy

first, and then at secondary delicacy.

2.5.,1l.1 Bondage

At primary delicacy the system of
bondage has two terms: TFree and Bound. That is, we
may have either a free clause or a bound clause,

The free clause is realised by the absence of an L
element of structure, and the bound clause is realised
by the presence of an L eleuwent of structure (ef. 1.3.1
and L4.12).

At secondary delicacy only the bound
term of the system of bondage is further subdivided,
namely into co-ordinate and subordinate, The co-
ordinate clause 1s realised by the occurrence in its
constituent structure of the Ll or L3 element of clause
structure, and the potential occurrence of a pronoun
from series I. The subordinate clause 1is realised

by the occurrence of the L2 or L, element, and the

3
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potential occurrence of a pronoun from series IT

(cf. 1.3.1 and L4.12),

2.5.1.2 Transitivity

At primary delicacy there are two terms
in the system of transitivity: Transitive and
Intransitive. A major clause must therefore be either
transitive or intransitive, A transitive clause 1s
realised by the occurrence of a C element of clause
structure, and an intransitive clause by its absence
(ef. 2.2.1).

Only the transitive term of the system
of transitivity is subdivided at secondary delicacy,
namely intc the two terms single transitive and double
transitive, A single transitive clause has only one
C element of structure, a double transitive clause is

realised by two occurrences of this element (Cqu)p
[t

2.h.1.3 Theme

The system of theme also has two terms
at primary delicacy: fThematic and Non-thematic (cf. 2.4).

The thematic term is realised by the presence of a
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thematically marked element of clause structure, the
non-thematic term is realised by the absence of such
a marked element.

Since each of the primary elements
S, P, C and A of the major clause can be thematically
marked, the system of theme has four terms at secondary
delicacy, corresponding to choice of the thematic
elements 3, P, C or A, A clause with a thematically
marked S element is realised by the occurrence of the
emphasizing particle /é/ in the structure of the S
element (cf. 2.L.1). A clause with a marked C element
is realised by the occuirence of front-shifting and of
an ontionsl /&/ in its constituent structure (cf. 2.4.2).
In a clause with a marked A element, if the A element
occurs in pre-S position, thematic marking is realised
by the occurrence of the emphasizing particle /&/ in
the A element of structure; and if the A element occurs
in vost-8 position, thematic marking is realised by the
occurrence of front-shifting and of an optional /&/
(cf. 2.4.3). A clause with a marked P element of
structure is realised by the occurrence of the verbal
emphasizing particle /d&/ and tie possible recapitulation

of the € element of structure (cf. 2.4.5).
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These systems operate in all major
clauses whether simple or compound., Fowever, whereas
transitivity operates recursively (in correlation with
the number of P elements), theme can only operate once.
Co-ordination and subordination apply only in the

presence of L eleaents of clause structure.

2.H.2 The System of the Minor Clause

Only one system operates in the minor
clause. This is the system of theme which is similar
to theme in the major clause and has the two terms
Thematic and Non-thematic, The thematic minor clausc
is realisecd by the presence of the thematic particle
/8/, and the non-thematic minor clause is realised by

the absence of this particle.

The systems of the unit Clause and their
terms, which have been discussed above, are sunmarised
in the following flow diagram. This is followed by
a listing of all possible combinations of terms and

their exemplification:
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Major clause exempliiication:

10

N

G,

Free, Intransitive, lon-thenatic

nutsu a @ kd @ d¢ xdD me

- the man died indoors
zrec, Intransitive, 8 thematic

pitsu a € : ki o dé xO md

-~ 1t was the man who died indoors
Frec, Intrensitive, P thewatic
nuitsit a : de @ wd @ kd : 4q¢ xd me
- the man died indoors
Frce, Intrensitive, A thenatic
xo me ¢ : pdtsu a : kd : 446

—- it was indocors that the man died

=

Frece, bingle transitive, don-thematic
kofi : Wkpd : nuisu a : etsd

- Kol saw the man yesterday
Free. bingle traunsitive, 5 thouavtic

kofi ¢ + Xpd : putsu 4 : &tsd

- 1t was Kof'i who saw the man yssterday
Freoe, Singlce transitive, P thematvic

kofi : d& : wd : kpd : puhtsu & : &tsd

kKofi saw the man yesterday
tree, Single transitive, C thematic
¥ v

tsd

o

Qutsu a é : kofi : kpd :

- 1t was the man Kof'i saw yesierday
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11,

12,

13.

1.

92

Free, Single transitive, A thenmatic

&tso & : koff : kpd : nutsu 4
- 1t was yesterday that Kofi saw the man

¥ree, Double transitive, won-thematic

kofi : t3 = dzd : Avd 4 : 1& xd mé
- Kof'i set Tfire to the cloth in the room

Pree, Double transitive, 5 thematic

koff € : t$5 : dzd : &avd & : 1& xd mdé

- it was Kofi who set fire to the cloth in the room
Free, Double transitive, P thematic

koff : d& : wo : t3 : dzd : &vd 4 : 1& xD nsd
- Kofi set fire to the cloth in the room

Free, Double transitive, Ca thematic

adzd € : koff : t3 : avd & : 1& xd me

- it was fire that f£ofi set to the cloth in the roon
Free, Double transitive, Cb thematic

avd 4 é : korff : t3 : dzd & : 1l& xd mé
~ it was the cloth that Kofi set fire to in the roon

Free, Double transitive, A thematic

xo me & : koff : t8 : dzd : avd 4 : 1l&
- it was in the room that Xofi set fire to the cloth
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17.

18,

20,

21,

22,

23
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Bound, Co-ordinate, Intransitive, ton-thematic
mie : 1& : xéxé } gaké : €& : ki : dé xO meé
- you were outside but he died inside
Bound, Co-ordinate, Intransitive, S thematic
mig : 1& : xéxé \ gaké : éya : ki : dé xdO md
- you were outside but he died inside
Bound, Co~ordinate, Intransitive, P thematic
miz : 1l& : xéxé \ gaké : d& : wdo : ki : dé xo me
- you were outside but he died inside
Bound, Co-ordinate, Intransitive, A thematic
mi& : 1l& : xéxé ‘ ghké : xo me é : wO : kKU : dé

~ you were outside but it was inside that he died

Bound, Co-ordinate, Single transitive, Non-thematic

rd

mige : 1l& : xéxé l gakd : € : kpd : kofi : 1l& xd mé

- you were outside but he saw Kofi in the room
Bound, Co-ordinate, Single transitive, S thematic
mie : 1& : xéxé ‘ gadké : éya : kpd : kofi : 1l& xd md

- you were outside but he saw Kofi in the room
Bound, Co-ordinate, Single transitive, P thematic
mié : 1& : xéxé 1 gaké : d& : wd : kpd : kofil :
1& x5 mé

- you were outside but he saw Kofi in the room
Bound, Co-ordinate, Single transitive, C thematic
mie : 1& : xéxé l gakeé : koff é : wd : kpd : 1& xd mé

- you were outside but it was Kofi he saw in the room
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2L, Bound, Co-ordinate, Single transitive, A thematic

mie : 1& : xéxé gake : xo me € : wd : kpd : kofi : lé&

- you were outside but it was in the room he saw Kofi

25. Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, Non-thematic
mié : 1lé : xéxé ghké : & : t3 : dzd : Avd 4
12 x5 me

- you were outside but he set fire to the cloth
in the room

26. Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, S thematic

£

mig : 1& : xéxé gaké : dya : t3 : dzd : avo &

12 xD mé
- you were outside but he set fire to the cloth
in the room

27. Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, P thematic

s

i

=]

1 @ xéxé | gdké : d& : wo : td : 4zd

v & @ 1& xo meé

ml

- you were outside but he set fire to the cloth
in the room

28. Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, Ca thematic
mié : 1& : xéxé gaké : dzd é : wd : td : avd &
le xd me

- you were outside but 1t was fire he set to
the cloth in the room




29, Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, Cb thematic
mi& : 1& : xéxé gaké : avo a4 & : wo : td
dzd & : 1l& xd mé
- you were outside but it was the cloth he
get fire to in the room
30,

Bound, Co-ordinate, Double transitive, A thematic

mie : 1é xéxd gakdé ¢ xo me & : wO : td

avo 4 : lé

: dzd

you were

outside but 1t was in the room that
nhe set fire to the cloth

31. Bound, Subordinate, Intransitive, Non-thematic
mie : l& : xéxé ‘ hafi : wd : ka4 : dé x> mé
- you were outside before he died in the room
52D

Bound, Subordinate, Intransitive, 5

S5 thematic
mié : 1l& : xéxé [ hdfi : éya : ki : §é x0 me
- you were outside before he died in the room

33, Bound, Subordinate, Intransitive, P thematic

mie : 1& : xdéxé | hdff : d& : wd : ki : dé xd mé
- you were outside before he dicd in the room
3L. Bound, Subordinate,

Intransitive, A thematic
mié : 1é :

xexé ‘ hdff : x0o me € : wd : ki : 4¢

- you were outside before he died in the room

95
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36,

37

38,

Lo,

L.
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Bound, Subordinate, fingle transitive, Non-thematic
mid : 1& : xéxé hdff : wd : kpd : kofl : 1& xd me
- you were outside before he saw Kofli in the room
Bound, Subordinate, Single transitive, S thematic
mié : 1& : xéxé l hati : dya : kpd : kofi : 1& xdD me

- you were outside before he saw Kofi in the room

Bound, Subordinate, Single transitive, P thematic
mié : 1l& : xéxd hafi : & : wd : kpd : kofi :
18 x5 mé

- you were outside before he saw Kofi in the room
Bound, fubordinatc, Single transitive, C thematic

mieé : 1l& : xdéxé | hdff : koff & : wd : kpd : 1& xD mé

- you wers outside before he saw Kofi in the room
Bound, Subordinate, Single transitive, A thematic
mié : l& : xéxé l hdfi : %o me € : wd : kpd : koff : 1l&

-~ you were outside before he saw Xof'li in the room

Bound, Subordinate, Double transitive, Non-thematic

4 ¢

mig : 1l& : xéxé | hafi : wd : t3 : dzd : &vd 4
1e xd mé
- you were outside before he set fire to the

cloth in the room

Bound, Subordirate, DNouble transitive, & thematic

mi& : 1& : xdéxé hdff : éya : t3 : dzd : avd 4 :
1& xd mé
- you were outside before he sct fire to the

cloth in the vroom




L2.

L3.

bl

Lo

Bound, Subordinate, Double transitive, P thematic

mi& : 1& : xéxé | hdfi : d& : wd : t3 : dzd
avd 4 : 1& xDd mé
-~ ‘you were outside before he set fire to the

cloth in the room
Bound, Subordinate, Double transitive, Ca thematic

mie : 1& : xdéxé héff : dzd & : wd : t35 : avd 4
1 x5 mé
- you were outside before he set fire to the
cloth in the room

Bound, Subordinate, Double transitive, C. thematic

b
mid < 1l& : xéxé hdfl = 3vd 4 : wd : t3 : dzd &
1& xd meé
- you were outside before he set fire to the
cloth in the room

Bound, Subordinate, Double transitive, A thematic

rd

ié : 1& : xéxd hdff : xo me & : wd = t35 : dzo
g : 18

- you were outside before he set fire to the

=

QJI
(ol

v

cloth in the roon
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3 The Unit Group

This chapter on the grammatical Unit
Group begins with a definition of the whole unit in
relation to the next higher unit, the Clause. It is
followed by a classification in terms of the places
in structure at which the group operates, A
description of the structure of each of these classes
is then given. This description is done in terms of
the constituent elements of structure which are
expounded by items from classes of the unit Word.
The unit group is thus linked with the next lower
unit word.

Definition: The Group is that

grammatical unit the classes of which operate
at places 8, P, C, A, L and 2 in the structure
of the clause, and which is expounded by

classes or sequences of classes of the unit word.

3,0 The Group Classes

With six elements of clause structure:
S, P, C, A, L and 2 to be accounted for in terms of

their constituent elements of structure at group
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rank, it might be expected that this would require
the setting uvp of six different group classes, one
of which opncrates at sach of these places. However,
this is not the casec,

The exponents of the primary elements
S, C and Z, and some cases of A can Jjustifiably be
analysed as congisting of a single class of the unit

groupal The exponents of the P element of clause

structure, however, form a distinct class from that
which expounds the elements &, C, Z2 and those cases

of A referred to above. There are also cases in

which the exponents of the A element of clausec structurec
are not of the same class of the unit group as the
exponents of the elements S, C and 7. Such exponents
of the A elcment are also set up as a separate class.
The exponents of the subsidiary element L are analysed
as forming another group class. Thus only four classes
of the unit grouv are required to account for ithe six

elements of clause structure. These classes are:

1Any differences that are exhibited can be accounted
for eilther as phonological alternants of the same
grammatical item or as a sub-class of the groun.
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1. the class Nominal of the unit Grouvo (ng)
2. the class Verbal of the unit Group (vg)

3. the class Adverbial of the unit Group (ag)
L. the class Conjunctive of the unit Group.

The nominal group operates at places
8, C, Z and in some cases A in clause structure;
the verbal group operates only at place P in clause
structure; +the adverbial group operates at place A
in those cases wherc ng does not operate, and the
conjunctive group operates at place L in clause
structure.

The conjunctive group is not discussed
in the rest of this chapter because its exponents are
analysed as consisting of single items of the next
lower unit, word, and are thercfore most economically
treated in the next chapter (cf. L.1l2).

This leaves us with three classes of
the unit group which are discussed in the rest of the
chapter.

For a full description of these three

group classes 1t has been found necessary to set up

the following classes of the next lower unit, word:
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Noun (n) Pronoun (pro)

Adjective (adi) Quantifier  (qnt)

Specifier (sp) Pluraliser  (pl)

Intensifier (int) Linker (1)

Verb (v) Particles (part)

Adverb (adv) Verbid (vid)®2
3.1 The Nominal Group

It has been found economical to set up
three structural types in the description of the BEuve
ng: Simple Nominal Group, Complex Nominal Group and
Multiple Wominal Group. The simple ng is that one
whose head (cf. 3.1.1.1) is realised by a single item
of the unit next below, word, and whose structure
involves no rank-shifting (cf. Introduction). The
complex ng is that which has only one head element
and whose structure involvés rsenk-shifting. The
multiple ng is that which consists of a potentially
recursive series of two or more simple and/or conmplex

nominal groups in any combination or sequence.

2For a detailed definition, description and analysis
of these and the other two word classes: Conjunction
and Interjection cf. L.




3.1.1 Simple Nominal Group

The constituent elements of structure
of the simple ng are:
i) an obligatory head (h)
and i1i) an optional qualifier (q).
The qualifier always occurs after the head. The
possible patterning of these elements of structure
is therefore conflated into the formula: h (q).
In the structure of the simple ng, if
only the obligatory h element occurs, the group is
termed a Simplex ng to distinguish it from the

Non-simplex ng in which both h and g occur:

SP tsi : le dzadza-m - rain is falling
h

cf. tsi gdd 4d4¢ : 1l& dzadza-i
h Q

- & heavy rain 1s falling

The following word classes opercte at
Place h in the structure of the simple ng in Lve:

Noun, Pronoun and Quantifier,
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3.1.1.1 Simplex Nominal Group

Since each of the three word classes
cited immediately above, and only these, can occur
as the sole exponent of the ng they constitute the

set of word classes that expound the simplex ng:

a) h expounded by n

SPC gh : 18 : &-si
- he has money (1lit. "money located his hand")

8P t8141id : mé bdbd O
-~ mountaineering is not easy

SPCA aghd : yi : afé : x48x96
- Agbo has gone home already

.b) h expounded by pro
When the simplex ng is expounded by

the word class pro one of three pronoun series may
occur at h. These are labeiled Pronoun Series I
(pro I), Pronoun Series II (pro II) and Pronoun
Series III (pro ITI). ©pro I and pro II have been
discussed with reference to their function in free,
co-ordinate and subordinate clauses (cf., 1.3.1).

All the three forms involved in the simplex ng are

given here:




pro I pro II pro IIT
Sing. 1. me me nye
2. (n)e (n)e wo
3. & wo? dva
P1., 1. mié mié mid
2. mie mie mia
3., wé wé wo

pro I occurs at h in the simplex ng
when this operates at S in free and co-ordinate
clauses. pro ITI occurs at place h in the simplex
ng when this operates at & in the subordinate clause,
and pro III occurs in the simplex ng when it operates
at Z in the minor clause and in thematically marked

c:lauses.,LL

1) h expounded by pro I in the free clause

SPC dze : anyi

- he fell down (1lit., "he fell ground")

0N

SPCA me : kpd : dzidzd : putd
-~ I am very glad (lit. "I see joy much")

108

31n contrast to the normal non-high toneme the tone of
this item is invariably low.

uFor the pronoun series that operate at C and Z, and at
place h in the genitival multiple ng, cf. 2.1.

For the occurrence of pro III in the simple ng which
has both h and g elements of structure, cf. 3.1.1.2.2,
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ii) h expounded by pro I in the co-ordinate clause

SPC|LSP € : dze : anyl | gaké : é 1 ga 3
~ he fell down but he got up again

SPClLSPC wé : kpd : dzidzd | é1abé : mie : vd : wé gbd
- they are glad because you came to then

iii) h expounded by pro II in the subordinate clause

ePC|LSP & : dze : anyf | éye : wd : ga £3
-~ he fell down and he got up again

LSP|SPA né : wd : vd 14 | mia : kpé : q¢ & ngd
- when he comes we shall help him

(For the form of the pronoun /mfa/ in this last example,

cf, 3.30102.1.u)°
iv) h expounded by pro III

yA nye a - me?

92]
o
Q
(O

va é : y5 ¢+ h ~ it was he who called me
¢) h expounded by gnt
The guantifier which expounds h in the

simplex ng may be numerical or non-numerical (cf. L.L4.1).
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apc gve ¢ 1l& : xd-md

- two are indoors

aPC gedgée : tsi : anyl
- much/many remain(s)

SPCA me : kpd : enyl : &tsd
~ I saw eight yesterday

3.1.1.2 Non-simplex Nominal Group

The word classes which operate at h in
both the simplex and the non-simplex ng have been given
above (cf. 3.1.1). When any of the three word classes

n, pro or gnt expound h, various word classes may expound

g, elther as sole exponents or in combination.

3.1.1.2.1 Exponents of g when h is expounded by n

When the word class n expounds h in
group structure the word classes that can occur as
exponents of g are: adjective, quantifier, specifier,
pluraliser and intensifier. jach of these word classes

may occur as the sole exponent of g
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a) ad] as exponent of g

SPCA  tosfsi gd : dé-4 : pddzl : nd h
- a large river frightens me

SPC tsi dzddzoe : 1 : z& 14 md

- there is hot water in the pot

A number of items from the word class

adj may expound g,5

SPC vi nydié £4rdd dzédékdd : 1& : asi-wd

- you have a nice, gentle, good-looking child
b) gnt as exponent of g

SPC evi &vé : mld : abati gekd dzi

- two children lay on one bed
SPC stkduvi déckd : né Fl& : agbald 2t3
- let one pupil buy thrce books
SPCA nydnu geddée : nyd égbélé: : 1e dh 4 me

- many women arc educatcd in the town
c) gp as exponent of g

SPCA  devi 4 : wd : dd. sia : nydié
- the child did this work well

51t scems that further investigation will reveal some
sequential ordering in the sub-classes of adj which
expound g.
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Z ame kaa &% - who is it? (1lit. "person who?")

SP md sid : didil - this road is long
d) pl as exponent of g

SPA ame wé : yi : x6x6
- peovnle have gone already

ePC nydnu wé : 13 : lekewowd

- women love dressing-up

gPCA mié : kpd : kesé wé : le md 4 6

- we saw monkeys by the roadside
e) int as exponent of g

SPC vawgd ko € : fo : nu.

-~ only Yawa spoke
SPCA  yiyi hdd . aze : aye : yutd

- spider also was very clever

SPC atikpald gdtd : yd : mi

- the carpenter himself called us

A number of items from the word class
int may expound g, but more investigation is necescsary
to determine whether thedr occurrence is place-ordered
or depth-ordered at a further degree of delicacy. Thus

we have:
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CeP koff gedé dzdd ko : mié : kpd
- it was only Kofi we saw

SPC dma putd kardd g% héﬁ : se : nya 14

- even Ama herself also heard the news

£) 211 five of the word classes which expound g
when h is expounded by the word class n can occur

together. In such a case these word classes are

place-ordered thus: adj ant sp pl int

12N
.
\

mu : dze : md & me

)

SPPC ati gdd eve 448 wé hé
adj gnt sp pl in
- some two big trees also fell in the road

ct

E

SPC 18 vii kdké€ soé &veé maa wé dedé pé ko &
adj adj adij gnt sp pl int int int
1& : detsi & me

- just these two tiny pieces of wmeat are

in the soup

Any combination of these word classes

can expound g, but their order in place as given above
must be maintained. In tte following sub-sections
o, combinations are possible in all, but only three

of each are given:

a) g expounded by a combination of two word classes:

SP kikd xéxdé 14 : vd - the old hat is torn
adj

9}




SPA

SP

SpPC

SP

SPCA
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- even ten shillings will not be enough
expounded by a combination of three word classes:

zikptl vii 42kd sia & : nyé : fia € nuisé
adj gnt sp
- this one small stool embodies the power

of the king

184 g&8 gedée wd : le : dfrika
adj ant pl
- there are many large animals in Africa

x0 a wo katdd . mu

- all the houses have fallen down

a expounded by a combination of four word classes:

alé yibod 2t3 sia wé : tsi : kdbd : putd
adj ant sp pl
- these five black sheep have grown very fast

ati so€ dekd magd ya : mé né o
adj gnt sp int
- as for that one small tree, it didn't break

nydnu enyi 4 wé kén : qi-4 : ye : nukidtod
ant sp pl int
- all the eight women dance marvellously
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3.,1.1.2.2 Txponents of g when h is expounded by pro

"hen the word class pro operates at h
in ng structure the following two restrictions apply:
i) only pro III operates at h when g occurs (cf.
3,1.1.1 and L.1.2.1),
ii) the word classes that can expound g are
denendent on the grammatical number of the particular

pro, i.e. whether 1t is singular or plural.

If h is expounded by a singular pro the
following word classes can be the sole exponents of g:

ant, sp and int:

SPC éya deké : tsi : anyi
ant

- he alone is left

SPC  nye sia & : d&de : wd &

Sp
- will my type marry you?

SPC  wo ko é : kpd : adze 14
int
- only you saw the witch

The following word classes can expound

q in the various combinations given below:

adj, gnt, sp and int:
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a) g expounded by a combination of all four classes:

SPCPCA nye s0€ dékd sid ko é : tsd : wo : fd
adj ant sp int
anyf : nenémd
- just I alone, small as I am, threw you

to the ground like that
b) g expounded by a combination of three classes:

Sp C dya tsitsii maa hd4 : gh 1& qdvind wo-i
ad j sp  int
- he also, 0ld as he is, is still being

childish

id ko ¢ : 1& fu de-m : nd mi
int

k4
gnt
- you and only you are troubling us

8P C WO

Iﬁﬁ
)

g

Note that the combinations *adj gnt int
and *adj gnt sp do not occur as exponents of g when h

is expounded by pro.

¢) a expounded by a combination of two classes:

SP C wo tsitsif sia € : ga 1& &duds dJgs-m &
adl sp
- 0ld as you are are you still wetting

your bed?

SPC éya dékd maa € : A% : agbld & wé kdtda
ant sp
- he alone made all the farms
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SPCA & deks ko €& nyd : vufofo : nydié
gnt int
- I alone know drumming well

SPC wo sia h#& & : bé : y& a da td é5

s

sp  int
- do you too say you will shoot a gun?

Note that the combinations *adj gnt

and *ad;] int do not occur as exponents of g,

"hen h in the simple ng is expounded
by an item of the word class pro, and this item is
in the plural, the only word classes that can expound
g are: Sp, and ig§e6 Moreover, in such a case,

pl
both sp and pl occur as obligatory exponents of g.

SPCA mi 8 wd € : a5 : ame : 4é wo
sp pl
- we sent a person to you
SPA mi wé € : le : dd : azi
pl

L B

keep up the good work!
(1it. “you are on job")

Pror v/s items expounding ng, cf. 3.1.2.

6

An alternative treatment of the simple ng with h
expounded by the word class pro in the plural is to
regard all of the items, which are analysed here as
h, sp and pl, as the pronoun itself; i.e. /mi-d-wd,
mi-a-wé and wé-d-wé/ together being the formal item
expounding the word class pro IIL in the plural. But




One or more items from tue word class

int may occur after sp and pl and, together with them,

expound g:

SPCA wé & wd ko € : sa-& : sakpdli : nendmd
pl int

only they gossip like that

18

SFC mi a wé dedd dzdd ko & : 12 : Afé & me A

pl int int int

B e

are you the only ones in the house?

The only exception to the obligatory

co-occurrence of the word classes sp and pl with h
expounded by the word class pro in the plural is when
the formal item /kdt&&/ - "all"™ of the word class int

expounds g. Then g can be expounded by int alone

without the occurrence of the word clascses gp and pl:

S d& SPC  mi k4tEE : & : mid : g1l : vd

- we were all surprised

(For the structure of this last clause, cf. 2.4.5).
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Footnote continued from preceding page:

this will create difficulties: e.g. similarities between

other pronoun series and parts of this new series, and

also similarities between other parts of the pronoun with

the shape of formal items expounding sp and pl will
remain unexplained.




119

3.lele2.3 “xponents of g when h is expounded by gnt

When the word class gnt expounds h in the
structure of the simple ng each of the following word

classes can be the sole exponent of g: sp and int:

dade ~ these five will suffice

e
r‘.

@728
o]
o (-
o

or

SP C mé sd gbhd 0O

D’
<

(44
[0
O
(O

e
d

n

-~ only two is not enough

The following word classes are involved

when g is expounded by a combination of two or more

word classes: sp, pl and int.

a) q expounded by a combination of all three classes:

S enyi sia wd kdtdd : vé
sp pl int
- all these eight are rotten
SP g&dé® & wdé hds : mé vivi-nd o
sp pl int

~ most of them are not sweet either
b) g expounded by a combination of two classes:

Sp ene. maa wé : nyé - these four are good
sp pl
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- only a ccuple is left

[#9]
d
('DI
<
(‘Dr
e
[©N
H|W
=510
(ON
n
S’
0]
OI

NMote that the word class pl does not

occur as the sole exponent of g when h is expounded

by ant. Mote also that in the combinations above sp
is obligatory and hence #*/vtt wé hi88 : stsd/ does not
occur.,

When h is expounded by an item from the
word class gnt the occurrence or absence of pl as an
exponent of g is dependent on whether or not the
referent of this gnt is regarded as collective (as

opposed to individual).

spP enyi sia wé yad : 1d1ld - these eight are large
sp pl int
cf. enyl sid yaa : 1010 - this set of eight is large
sp int
ap vee d4dé wé : tsi - a few of them are mature
sp pl
cf. vEE 44¢ tsi - a little of it is mature
=18,

SPC  adé sia wé : tsi : meghbé
sp pl
- these six are late

cf., adé

2 s

ia : tsi : meghé - this group of six is late




3.1.2 Complex Nominal Group

The elements of structure of the
complex ng are the same as those of the simple ng
(i.e. h and g)9 but the exponents of these elements
are different.

The complex ng is distinguished by:

i) the occurrence of a rankshifted item as the
exponent of either h or g,
and i1ii) the poscibility of the recursion of g.

Its structure may therefore bhe conflated into the

formula: h (q),

In "ve the items that are rankshifted
to operate in the structure of the ng are the clause
and the adverbial group. r/s clauses may expound

either h or g, but r/s adverbial groups expound only g.

3,1.2.1 h expounded by r/s clause

Two -ypes of r/s clause expound h.
Mne is initiated by 3he reporting conjuncticn /bé/ and
optionally terminated by the particle /14/: this is
termed the "Reported" (or "Imputed") clause; the

other is unmarked formally and occurs mainly in wise

121
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sayings and proverbs. "hen a r/s clause of either
the reported or the unmarked type expounds h, the g

element of group structure docs not occur.

i) r/s reported clause expounding h:

orC bé wod yi sukiu kdbd 14 : nyé : nd nyuié 44é

L S P C A
- that he went to school early is a good thing

SPCA bé me de wo-ghd d&dd : sd : gbd : nd h
L 8 P C A

- that I just went to them is enough for me

ii) r/s unmarked clause expounding h

SPLL> xb dé ast : mé nyé {hmé td) d
P A .

- Y"hold it in your hand" is not one's own

9P<q> me wu i kléé : mé fo-& <detsii>~b
2 P C A

- T almost killed it" does not make soup

3.1.2,2 q expounded by r/s clause or adverbial
group

g in the complex ng may be expounded by:

i) a r/s clause

or 1ii) a »/s adverbial group.
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i) g expounded by a r/s clause:

When a r/s clause expounds g in the ng

the r/s item is marked by the relative particle /si/7

in initial position plus the optional terminal marker

/1a/. The r/s clause may be the sole exponent of g:
Sp ati si me do 14 : kd
g P

- the tree which I planted is dead
SpC ati si mu 14 : dzé : xo a dzi
5 _

- the tree which fell hit the house

A

SPPRC amé si kpd da 18 14 : né va : wlk : 1
P C
- the verson who saw the snake should come
and kill it

SPPC_C A nitsu si me nd g e 1d : vd : nd : t&
8 P Ca Cb

[N

egve : m : &tsd
- the man whom 1 gave money came to
give me two yams yesterday

Tan expanded form of /si/ is /siké/, and an (Inland)
dialect form is /xeé/.

The traditional term for this constructicon is the
relative clause.

/si/ as a marker of the relative construction is not
analysed as an element of clause structure and is
therefore left unmarked.
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ii) g expounded by a r/s adverbial group:

The only condition under which ¢ can
be expounded in the Tve ng by a r/s adverbial group
is when the element h is expounded by a nominalised
verbal (cf. L.1.1.2.2,2). The only type of ag that is
rankshifted to expound g 1s the verbid construction

(ef. 3.2.1.2). Thus we have for example:

SP kdoko 1& kitefé : mé nyd o
- laughing at funerals is not good

in which h is expounded by /kdkd/ - '"laughing" which
is a nominalised form of the verb /kd/ - '"to laugh"
used intransitively, and g is expounded by the r/s
ag consisting of the verbid construction whose
constituent elements are the verbid /18/ and the
nominal /kdtefé/ - "funeral' (1lit. “death place").,

Nther examples are:

’ rd R n/; Il rd
QPA zdzd kplé ghtd wé : vivi-nd : nd yawd

1

going with wealthy people pleases Yawa

SPC dede tsé_xaxd me : nd-a : dzldzdd gedee

- deliverance from trouble gives much joy

The nominalised item which expounds h




may itself contain a nominal (cf. L.1l.1.2.2.2.1.1).

SPCA  kpédada & tsi-me : dé-4 : dzldzdd
nd devi wd
- throwing stones in water gives joy
to children
SP ¢  tsilele 1le ndi-me : mé md yevd wé O
- bathing in the morning is not a havit
with whit people |

3.1.2.3 Recursion of the g #ilement

The g element of structure in the
complex ng is potentially recursive. Of these
recurring g elements the first may be expounded by any
one or more items from the word classes adj, ant, sp,
pl and int as in the simple ng (cf. 3.1.1.2). The

others are expounded by r/s clauses.

a) q1q2 expounded by an item from a word class
and a r/s clause respectively:

SPA sl ne fle nd m 1d : v : &tsd

S P A
-~ the fine cloth which you bought for me

s
<
ol
o
i~
o FarN
e
[ON

was torn yesterday

125




126

expound g

When the word classes pl and/or int
1

and a r/s clause expounds o the constituent

elements of the r/s clause are discontinuous and the

word classes pl and int are internal to it:

SpCcA ald  si Kwé> mid nd fia 14 : sd : gbd : dkpd
pl B P C
- the sheep which we gave the chief are too many
SPA ame siXkodme nyd le kdfé 4 me 14 : ki
int 8 P A

. x6x6

- the only person [ know in the village is
already dead

b) 4195 expounded by combinations of more than

two items from word classes and r/s clauses:

SPC kokld 1lolod etd mad si {wd kdt88> koff nd m 14
adji qnt s pl int S P C
qd : azi

- all the three

large chickens Kofi gave me
have laid eggs
SP kpdkpdxe yIi mad si <wd hiZ)> 1& tdd 14 me 14
adj sp pl int P G
- those

dzo
white ducks in the pond also have flown

An alternative to this last sentence
which occurs in some idilolects is:

SP kpdkpdxe yii mad si  wd
pl

o
Qfct

adj sp

ol
TN
avrig

me 14 h : dzd

'_.!
ot
ci.

|
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SPC hadzidzl! &t3 4dé si (wd kdn> me 13-na 1d
gnt sp pl int S P
mé 1& : Aghald 4 me O

-~ gsome three hymns which I like very much
are not in the book
SPA  afokpa! azE€ 3ve sid si me fle 18 : di : putd
ad] gqant sp S P
- the two red shoes which I bought are very cheap

SPC tikpd dekd sid si ko) suso 14 : fbo : tsi
gnt s© int »

- the only cartridge left was wet

The combinations adj gnt pl and sp pl int
as exponents of g in the complex ng are not acceptable
to a number of Euve speakers.

Any two items fiom word classes adj, ant,
Sp, pl and int may occur together as exponents of 9, when
other g elements are expounded by a r/s clause. Only

a few examples are given below:

SPA xo A& &ve sl Amdzl th si mé kwami le 14
adj ant S P C S P

nyd kpd-nd : puitsd
- the two large houses which Amuzu built
in which Kwami lives are very beautiful

SPA  z&! si _wé k4t84 dma fle 14 : gb8 : qé arii
pl int S P

- all the pots which Ama bought got broken
here
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c) gy may be expounded by a r/s ag and the other
q elements by r/s clauses., Again this is provided
that h is expounded by an item containing a nominalised

verbal:

4

SPC glitété 1& hkékeé-me si nyé kuvidn
r/s ag P C

si bleématd wé mé 13-na o ld : zu : nd bdbds
S P

- telling fables during the day which is

laziness which the forefathers did not like
has become a common thing
SPCA ndwowo g€ sé dzi si &srdfo a wd srd 14
r/s ag S P
d& : vl : nd wé

- doing things according to rule which the
soldiers learned benefitted them

d) Bach of the g elements in a racursive series

may be expounded by a r/s clause:

sPC avd. si me fle nd wo si mé dz& nu-wo_ O

s P A P C
si yawd %o 1ld & : nyé : ési
= P

- the cloth which I bought for you which

you did not like and which Yawa got is this 8

8Another instance of the occurrence of many r/s clauses

in the ng is found in the phenomenon usually known as
embedding. However, the inter-relationships between

the g elements of the recursive series exemplified above
differ from the following example in which cach succeeding
g element 1s dependent not on one h element, but on
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e) TMach of the g elements of structure in a
recursive series may be expounded Dy a r/s ag provided
that the h element is expounded by an item involving

a nominalised verbal:

SPC tsdtsd 1& afé-me dé gamé-dzgi le vihvonoll

nyé : agba
- starting from home on time in the winter

is a difficulty

SPA ndqudu dé ame tsitsii-ti tsdé devi-me
nyé : nd adzd
- eating with elders from infancy is good
for Adzo

A generalization may be made about the
items that can expound recurring g elements in a complex
ng: a g element expounded by an item or items from word
classes must precede any g element expounded by a r/s
group and this in turn must precede any g element
expounded by a r/s clause. Hence a g element expounded

by an item or items from word classes or by a r/s ag

cannot follow a g element expounded by a r/s clause.

FTootnote continued from preceding page:
differsnt h elements which occur within the preceding
a elcment: SPPC nydnu si dzrd avd. sl kofi fle nd
qevi si 1& gbo-nye 14 - vd @ xd : gh 14
— the woman who sold the cloth which Kofi bought for the
child who is with mc has come 1o collect the money.
Tt is not proposed to discuss this type of structure in
this thesis.
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3.1.3 Multiple Nominal Group

The multiple ng consists of a potentially
recursive series of simple or complex nominal groups in
any combination or sequence. It is identified therefore
by the occurrence of two or morec h elements of siructure,
each of which may or may not have a g e¢lement. Lach
ng in the series forming the multiple ng is linked to
another by a subsidiary element, when overt, of group
structure, or by simple juxtaposition. This subsidiary
element is termed "linker" to distinguish it from the
Link element of clause structure (cf. 1.3 and 2.1).

This linking of constituent nominal groups results in
various statable relationships between the groups (cf.
3.1.3.1),

The elements of structure of the multiple
ng may be conflated into the formula: h (g)T(1) h (q).

The elements h and g may each be expounded
by items from word classes or by r/s items (clause or ag)
such as have becen described in the sections on the simple

and complex nominal groups (cf. 3.1.1 and 3.1.2).
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3.1le3.1" The Linking Elements

The linking elements involved in the
structure of the multiple ng are expounded by items
from the word class linker (1).

These linking elements may be classified

as follows:

1) 11 - /§é/ expressing a “genitival' relationship
2) 1, - /kplé/  expressing an "“additive" relationship
3) 13 - /31é6/ expressing an Yalternative" relationship

Tlements of the multiple ng may also be
placed in simple Juxtaposition, resulting in either

"appositional’ or Ygenitival" relationship.

3.1.3.1.1 Relationship involving /f¢&/

When successive simple or complex nominal
groups are linked by the item /f&/ of the word class
L a genitival relationship is saild to exist between
these groups. The first of any two constituent groups
thus linked is termed the "possessor’ and the second

the '"possessed’:
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SPA  mdwiénd fé &fo : didi : yuts
h T n

- Mawuena's feet are very long

sSe ati kdkd3 2ve & wé kdtds f& 41lo wd kén : né
q 1l h g

- all the branches of both the two tall

trees were broken

SPC  kitrikidkd le dekdkpui me fé vide wd : sd : gbd
h o] i h g

- the benefits of perseverance in youth are many

SPPC &t si wo tso 14 fé€ dlo wd : vd : fo : &
h q L h g

the branches of the tree he felled hit him

8PC

[©18

nond-me : td : vdOvd
h

—

-~ his character is different

=[N
op

When the "possessor! group of any series
in the multiple ng is expounded solely by elther the
first or second person singular of the word class pronoun
(i.e. /nye/ and /wo/ of pro IiI), the genitival
relationship is expounded by a rising tone and /fé/
does not occur at all; thus in comparison with the
last example above we have:

SPC nye . ndnd-mé& : téd : vovd
h h

-~ my character is different




SPA  wd. &addka : lolo : dkpd
h
- your case 1is too large
cf. mdnsd fé€ dddka : lolo : dkpd
h L h
- Mansa's case is too large
3,1.3.1.2 Relationship involving /kplé/

Successive simple or complex nominal
groups linked by the item /kplég/ of the word class 1
are said to be in an "additive" relationship. YThen
a series of ;2 elements occurs linking more than two
groups the last may be expounded by the variant /kpakplé/.
The word classes pl and int may occur
terminally in a multiple ng in addition to those that
may have occurred in the simple or complex nominal
groups that constitute the multiple ng. wxamples of

multiple nominal groups with 1. are:

2

SPCA te kplé agbdli : 1& : agblé 14 me : f£ad
h 1 h

- there are plenty of yams and cassava
on the farm
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eRC séfofo dzBE 14 kplé takd xii &veé kpakplé
h o} 1 h o] L
dsige dekd nd kpld a dzi
h a
- the red flower and two white scarves
and one ring were on the table
oD xotutu dé gk kplé sgbleddde dé kute kpakpld
h q L h q L
alényinyi 1e afé wé k4tad nyd
h o} pl 1int
- building in Accra and farming at Kute
and rearing sheep at home, all are good
SPC nye kplé éya & nyé arélika wd
h 1 h
- 1 end he are neighbours
SPC  ene kplé sdd kplé asidke kpakpld dekd : 1& bldave
h 1 h 1 b iy h
- b+ 6+ 9+ 1 =20
SPC gﬁq_i@éﬁm témd kplé tamale wéd : nyé an g8 wé
h h h 4 h pl
- Accra, Kumasi, Tema and Tamale are large
towns
3.1.3.1.3 Relationship involving /21388/

Buccessive simple or complex nominal
groups in a multiple ng linked by ;3 which ig expounded
by the item /2188/ of the word class 1 are said to be
in "alternative®

relationship. /8184/ has an




abbreviated form /1846/ with which it freely alternates.
As in the case of /kplé/, ;3 may occur eitheir between
successlive sinmple or complex nowiual groups in the series
or onlty between the last two of the series. xamples

of the l3 element are:

SPC  fufh 24188 abdlo 2ldd gali alds Akpld : mé 1&
‘ 1

asi-wd o &
- don't you have fufu or abolo or gali

or akplé&®?

1]
}—l
D
=
)
]_1
a
Q)I
[0)]
[N

I
=
O
O
mr

or: fuft &bdio gali 4146 ak
n b n I &

8¢ nye wd &1l64 melsa ¢ : da tsd : Agbd 1a

SPA  dowowo kplé nis€ 144 vevidddds 218d dzidddd
h q 4 I 1 h
1t fukpékpé me : mé€ trd : nd & O
q

- working with strength or perseverance

or endurance in suffering are not to his
liking

BoloBal.ly Relationship involving Juxtaposition

Successive simple or comslex nowinal
groups in a multiple ng may be linked by simple

juxtaposition. The resulting relationship between




the two nominal groups thus linked may be elther

appositional or genitival.

a) Appositional relationship:

Generally the nominal groups constituting
the multivle ng when in appositional relationship are
simplex (i.e. with h elements only), except for the
last ng in the series which may have both h and g
elewents:

SPCA mifidld kwdmi adkatd : wd-& : ad : vévié
h h h

- teacher XKwami Akato works hard

S2C aghd dévi nydié 18 his : le : wé dond
h h e}

ey -

- Agbo the good child also is among them

SPCA  amizll vi. si nye ndtd me dzi 14 : tsf : tre :
h B s}
dé ni nye

- Amuzu the child that I myself bore has
stood up against ne

SPA wd adeld yiwd kal&td é : 1l& vdvd-m : 418 &
n n kL h

- are you Yawo, brave man and hunter as
you are, so much afraid?

b) Genitival relationship:
Apart from the genitival relationship

expounded by ;1 above, the genitival relationship
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between nominal groups may also be expounded by the
simple Jjuxtajosition of the nominal groups under the
following conditions:

"hen the element h of the "possessed' ng is

expounded either by an itew of the sub-class
“melational noun' (gr) or by an item of the

sub-class "Postpositional noun" (QU) of the

unit Word (ef. L.1.1.1.2.1). i

SPCCA kofi tdsi : nd : akutsd : 1 : &tsd
~ Kofi's aunt gave me a sponge yesterday
oy Afdd yibod novi wé d&dé ko & : vd
e
h a h:n, q
- only the siblings of Dark ATfUeps came
SP nitsu si mid kpd 14 dadd ¢ : kd
h g hin,
- the mother of the man we saw is dead
SPC yawd : le : kofi ghd
h h:n
= = ~Pp
- Yawo is with Kofi
SPC  x0 14 nd : fo : qil
h g h:n
- TP
- the surface of the house is dirty
SPL kpld kSksS 2ve sia wé kdt&& dzi : »vd : fefnitsini
h ¢} hin,

-~ the tops of both these tables are very

smooth indeed




e,
Dy

SP mid gbd : fd - our place is calm (a greeting)
h h:n.
= = ~p
In a combination of any i1tem Lfrom the word
class n and one from the sub-class gp in genitival
relationship, the first ng is "possessor" and the second
tpossessed®. Apart from these nouns there is a paradigm
of pronouns (series IV) which are used only in genitival
relationship. The majority of items from this series
(3rd person singular and all persons in the plural)
precede the gp in the multiple ng and therefore the
term "possessor® can be applied to them, The other
two (lst and 2nd person singular), on the other hand,
follow the gpa However, since in other respects they
are complementary to the other forms of the pro series,
it is simpler to call them “possessor' as well, despite
their place in the order of the multiple ng.
The form of the “possesscr' pronoun series
IV is as follows:
Sing . nye P1L 1. mia

1
2. WO 2. mia

. & or &

iy

N

3. wd

9/é/ occurs as “possessor" when the "possessed" is
expounded by an item from n, and /&/ occurs as "possessor
when the "possessed" is expounded by an item from np.

cfo . .1.1.1,2.1 and 4.1.2.1
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Thus in contrast with the immediately preceding example:

/mid ghd : £f4/ we have:

S gbo nye : fa - my place is calm
h:n h

cf kofl gbhsd : f£4 - Kofi's place is calm
L hing

but - gbo wo : fé - your place is calm
h:n_h
— ._..p —

3.1.3.2 Multiple Relationships

When more than two simple or complex
nominal groups occur in a series constituting a multiple
ng, more than one type of the subsidiary element 1 may
occur between the nominal groups, thus resulting in
different relationships. The following examples are
only a sample of the possible combinations of linking

relationship:lo

SPC devi 14 fé z0zd kplé nvwona : dzé& : pl nyé
- the walking and the action of the child
please me

1OIf each 1 element had the possibility of occurring only
once in any given multiple ng there would be about 60

possible combinations. Since, however, any can occur more
than once, and the elements of structure of the multiple
ng are recursive, the possible combinations are infinite.
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SP vawd kplé kof¥ 5148 kwadzd : né vd
-~ det Yawo and Kofil or Kwadzo come

Sy addzéd_kofl fé gliddqd : mdé dzd-na o

- elder Kofi's wall-building is not straight

SP Afdd kplé dma. AldS dda_mdnsd & : 1l& yiyl gé

- it is Ama and Afua or Sister llansa that will go

4

SPC afétd 213 afénd kdfdi f& Agbdld” kplé akadf
tsi : afil
- the book and lamp of Mr and Mrs Kafuil
have been left here

SPC  kofil srd kplé & fo 4 kpakplé ghedé_foli wé
kpé : nyk
- Kofi's wife and his/her brother and
blacksmith Foli have met over a case

3,1.%.3 Apparent Ambiguities

A number of guestions arise in the analysis
of the multiple ng when several 1 elements occur, All
of these cannot be treated in detail in this thesis.
However, one such case 1s discussed by way of illustration.
This is the case of apparent ambiguity which may lead to
several posslible immediate constituent analyses. For

instance, 1in the sentence:




1

SPCA  Agbindnd fé nydnyéd fé negoyivi : das-4
living of goodness of progress brings

dzidzd : nd mi kgtEE
joy to us all

the immediate constituents of the multiple ng may be
analysed in different ways as illustrated by the

following bracketings:

(agbéndnd fé nydnyd) Ffé ngoyiyi
- the progress in good living

-

Hgb&ndnd F& (nydnyd fé ngoyiyi)
- the goodness of progress in living

This apparent ambilguity can be resolved
in a number of wesys, however: Dy rhythm on the one
hand, and by context and co-text on the other (i.e.
the situaticonal and linguistic environments, respectively,

in which the item occurs),ll

3.1.4 Nominal Group in Clause Structure

Having given an account of the wvarious

structural types of the ng, it is now necessary to make

11 . , . A . .
For discussion on this and siwilar malters relating to

"surface and deep' grawmar, cf. Postal, 1964Db; Chomsky,
1965 and Halliday, 1966a.
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a statement on any restrictions that thers may be on

their operation at various places in clause structure.

Belolisd Nominal CGroup operating at S

Practically all examples of the ng given
in the description above operate at place S in clause
structure. In fact all ng types described can operate
at €, and the most economical way of stating the
opcration of the ng at places C, Z2 and A has been found
to be by stating the restrictions placed on the ng

types when they opcrate at thesc places as distinct from S.

3.1.h.2 Nominal Group operating at C

It is necessary to distinguish between
the ng of which the h element is expoundcd by an item
from a word class otuaer than pro, and that of which
the h element is expounded by an item from the word
class pro. In the former case: i.e. when h is not
expoundecd by a pronoun, the structures of the ng which
operates at C are ildentical to those which opcrate at S.

Restrictions occur when h is expounded

by a pronoun. Two pronoun series (II1 and V) can
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operate at C in clause structure. The paradigm of
pronoun serice IITI has been discussed (ef. 3.1.1.1),

but it is given here again together with serics V:

pro IIT pro V
Sing. 1. nye m
2. WO e
3. éya i/e/a12
Pl. 1. mid mi
2., mia mi
3, W wd

pro II1 operates at C when this C element
is thematically marked; pro V operates at C when it is

thematically unmarked:

SPC € : fo : éya -~ he beat hinm

ct. & :+ fO : & - he beat him

When pro III expounds h in a ng that

operates at C, this ng may have a g elewment just as

12"l'he phonological form of the 3rd person singular here

is determined by the last vowel of the preceding syllable.
When it is close (i.e. /i/ or /u/ the Fform of the 3rd
person singular is /i/; when it is mid (i.e. /e/ or /o/)
the form of the pro is /e/; when it is open (i.e. /e/,
/o/ or /a/) the Torwn of the pro is /e/:
€. me : w1 - I killed it
me : té : & - I pounded it
me : kpd : & - I saw it
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it has when it operates at 8 (cf. 3.1.1.2.2):

SPC me : kpd : wd déka dzdd ko

d
a
- I saw just you slone

kﬂé

SPPC  kpovitd wé : vd : 1é : éya bOf si mé wo ndnédké o 14
h a1 Qo
- the police came to arrest rather him who

did not do anything

However, when pro V expounds h in an ng

that operates at C, this ng never has a g element of

structure. Thus we have:
SPC ¢ : fo : m - he beat me
and & : fd : ny& d&kd - he beat only me

but not *€é : fo : b déka

nor *wé : kpd : e si vd 14

Note also that pro V does not expound

f=3

in the multiple ng.

IF'or a discussion of all the pronoun

series, cf, L.1l.2.1).

3.1.h.3 Nominal Group operating at 7

The simple, complex or multiple ng can

each operate at place Z; and h and g may each be




expounded by items from the same word classes that expound
these places in.the ng operating at 8. f'hen an item of
the word class pro expounds h in the ng operating at z
only pro ILi can occur. sxamples of nonmninal groups

operating at Z are as follows:

ménsg -~ Mansa'
eve adé ko - just a couple
h a
mnigd wd & - it's us
h g
daavi arad aldd aféno mdnsd a
h n L h h

prey

- is it Miss Afua or Madam Mansa?®

Z.l.b.4 Nominal Group operating at A

The only kind of ng which operates at
place A in clause structure is that whose h element
is expounded by the sub-class temporal of the word
class noun (Qt).l3 This nominal group with the h

element expounded by n, may be simple, complex or

2
l)The nominal group in the verbid construction is only
an element of structure of the adverbial group, and is
discussed in the section on the adverbial group below

(ef. 3.2.1.2).
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multiple. It may occur in pre-S or post-S position

in clause structure:
SPCA nifidid : yd : m : €gbhé
- teacher called me today
PA yi « £if{13a ~ g0 TNOW:
SPCA me : té-4 : afimd : gbésidpgbé
- I pass there every day
SPCA me : kpd : putsu 14 : nyitsd si va yi
- I saw the man the other day

(1it. %...day which came went®)
ASP égbe pkeke! sia é : wd : le yiyi-gé
h h q

- today, this day, is when he will be going

3.1.5 Systems of the Nominal Group

The systems operative in the ng are
closely relatable to the structures and classes of
the group as have been described above, and the
following flow diagram is a comprehensive summary of
these systens. Exemplifications of the terms are
not included because they would amount to a repetition
of those already given in the description we have

presented.
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r Appositive
g
rAlt?rggtive
Multiple N 8166
N1eng | agqitive .
kplé Relational Yb
-Genitive 4 L
o) 1 lNon—relational
N fé

Non-muitiple
> 1 ng

Notes:

l. The vresence or absence of adjectives and
intensifiers is non-systemic.

2. Where a ng with a reported clause expounded
by /bé/ does not permit of genitival relationship in
a multiple ng.

3. Where a complex ng with a r/s item at h can
only be part of a multiple ng together with another
complex ng with a r/s item at h.

L. /1d/ can only be selected if “Sing" is selectcd.

5. /4éké/ does not co-occur witn semantically
"plural" intensifiers such as /kéy/.
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3.2 The Adverbial Group

The adverbial group has been defincd
earlier as that class of the unit Group which operates
at place A in clause structurec and nowhere else in the
immediate structure of the clause, (cf. 3.0). The
operation of the ag when rankshifted into group structure

has been dealt with above (3.1.2.2).

3.2.1 Structure

For the description of the ag it has been
found useful to set up two structural types: the simplex
adverbial group and the non-simplex adverbial group,

symbolized ag, and ag, respectively.

2

3.2.1.1 Simplex Adverbial Group

agy is characterised by being expounded
by a single item of a class of the next lower unit Word.
The word classes whose members may expound
ag, are: Adverb, Intensifier and Adjective,
Of these word classes, adv is univalent in that it

expounds only the ag; int and adj, on the other hand,




are ambivalent, being potential exponents of g in the
ng as well as potential exponents of the ag.

The differcnces between ad] and int
have alrcady been made clear in the discussion of the

g element of structure of the ng, (cf. 3.1.1.2).

3.2.,1.1.1 Simplex ag expounded by adv

150

An item from the word class adv may occur

as the sole exponent of ag:

PPA trd : vd : kdbad - come back quickly

SPCCA wd : tu : h: : pgdtsu 14 : kpll
- they stabbed the man "kplu"

SPCA ame tsitsii wé : dzro : nya 14 me : tsitdtsitd

- glders investigated the case exhaustively

SPCA  &vé & wé : wd : &Ava : kalEtde
- the Twes fought bravely

SPA 2gbald 14 : nyd : ylbd:
- the book is very black

SPCA mdzold 1ld : mld : anyi : tsimalemaléé

- the traveller lay down without bathing
(1it. “"water-not-bathing")
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3.2.1.,1.2 Simplex ag sexpounded by adj]

ag) may be expounded by items from a
sub-class of the word class adj, which may also expound
the element g in ng structure (cf. 3.1.1.2.1l.a).

This sub-class of the adj is termed ambivalent adjective
(ggla) to distinguish it from other sub-classes of adj]
which cannot expound 8L and also to draw attention

to its dual role: as the exponent of elements of
structure in both the ng and the ag. In the following

1

examples ag, is expoundcd by items from adl :

’ - ’ s P v
SPA kiniwold wé kdatd88 : md : nyuié
- all the mourners were well drunk

SPCA ne : kpé : fu : dzddzrod

- you suffered for nothing

SPCA  yawd : wd : akdnta 14 : bobog

- Yawa did the sum easily

luIn some dialects of Lve, e.g. Peki, Anfoe, these
adjectives ave adverbialised by the suffixing of /-dé&/.
Thus we have /nydié/ - "good" beside /nydiédd/ - "well"
and /sés88/ - "“strong" beside /sésZEdd/ - "strongly".
In such cases items of the word class ad] cannot be
said to expound ag,. The forms with the suffix /-dé/
are items of the word class adv:

6.8, & : wo-a : 3o : nyudiédé - he works well.

adv
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3.2.1.1.3 Simplex ag expounded by int

The word class int whose members may
expound g as demonstrated in thc description of the

ng above (ef. 3.1.1.2.1.8), may also expound ag,:

SPCA fu 14 : dzé : agbd : putd
- the sea is very rough
e SP C dé& : wd : le : amesiame : dzu-m : kO
- he was just insulting everyone
SPCA dddd : mld : aba 14 azi : dzdd
- mothcer lay on the mat gently
SPA fl1i 14 : dzo : tatddtd

- the line is very straight

3.2.1.2 Non—~-simplex Adverbial Group

ag, is characteriscd by being expounded
by what is termed a Verbid Constructionel5

The elements of structurc of the verbid
construction are a verbid followcd by one or more r/s

nominal groups. The structure of the verbid construction

15For a discussion on the identification of thé verbid
and its role in the adverbial group, cf. L4.1.10 and
Ansre, 1966,
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L]

may thus be conflated in the formula: vid v/s ng.

The place vid is expounded by an item
from the word class verbid. This class consists of
an enumerable set of formal items, which at the present
stage of investigation comprises the following six
members: /le, kplé, tsé, nd, §¢, td/ol6

The verblid differs from the verb in that
it 1s not subject to the systems that opecratc in the vg
(cf. 3.3.1)., For instance the systems of tense, aspect
and polarity do not apply to the verbid,. Thus, although
the items /le, tsd, nd, d¢, té/ have homophones which
operate as verbs, the two sets should be distinguished.
The verbid /kpldé/ is also analysed as grammatically
differcnt from the additive linker with which it is
homophonous. The latter occurs in the ng and the former
occurs only in the ag, each performing a different
function.

The r/s ng types which combine with the
verbid to form ag, are identical with the ng as described

above (cf. 3.1). They may be simple, complex or multiple.

l6’I‘wo other items: /yi/ and /vd/ seecm to operate as
verbids, but they are more cconomically treated as
items from the word class verb occurring in scrial
verbal constructions, (cf. 3.3.2)




The following examples contain a represcntative sample

of verbid constructions expounding ag,:

a) ag, expounded by vid and a simple ng:

SPCA  sényd : wd-a : ad! : 1& gB

- Senyo works in Accra

SPCA aféno 1d : xo : amedzrdé 14:kplé 15135 gdddd

- thec lady received the guest with much
kindness

b) ag, expounded by vid and a complex ng:

SPCA ¢ 1 tu : xo : dé t&fdé si wd fle 14
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- he built a house on the plot which he bought

SPCA  wé : wd : kund : nd amé si wé kdtds futd wé
wh 1& avia 148

- they performed a funeral for all the
pecple whom the enemy killed at war

c) ag, expounded by vid and a multiple ng:

SPCA ms : xd-a : agbdld : td kofl dzi
- I receive letters through Kofi

SPCAA mié : le : md : kpd-fi : nd amedsasd

tsd kéta a41ld4 Adilddme

we are expecting a messenger from Keta
or Adidome




No clear-cut systems seem to operate
in the ag, but it should be mentioned that the occurrence
of /h&dé/ as an exponent of the ag is dependent upon
the occurrence of the negative particle /mé<{ >d/ in
the vg:
SP<{A>yawd : mé yi< hagé) o - Yawo has not gone yet

N

not *yawd : yl : hagé.

3.3 The Verbal Group

The verbal group is defined as that

class of the unit group which operates at P in clause
structure and nowhere else.

In the description of the vg which
follows the various constituent elements of structure
are listed and each is discussed in turn. This is
followed by a statement on the various combinations
of these elements which are possible. The section

closee with a discussion of serial verbal constructions.

3.3.1 Structure

The elements of structure of the vg

at the primary degree of delicacy are:
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i) a verb stem whose occurrence in the vg is
obligatory,

ii) non-stem elementsl7 whose occurrence 1is
optional and dependent on the systems that are operative
in the given verbal group.

These n-s elements are subdivided with
reference to their ordering in place in relation to
the vs element thus:

a) pre-stem element

b) vost-stem element

c) discontinuous element.
The elsments of structure of the vg

may be formulaically represented as follows:

(disc) (pre-s) vs (post-s)

3.3.1.1 The vs ulement

The element vs is always expounded by
an item from the word class verb (v). Depending on
the systems that operate in the vg (cf. 3.3.3) vs may

be ‘simole" or "reduplicated" (R(v)).

17The term "non-stem elements" is preferred to "affixes"
because this discussion is on the unit group and not on
the word, where Y"roots™ and "affixes" might be more apt.
Furthermore the stem and non-stem elements do not have
the formal properties of a paradignm.
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At the phonological level what is called
"reduplicated" here can take a variety of forms, only
one of which is complete repetition of the phonological
form of the simple vs. A discussion of these types
is not relevant to this thesis,18 Lxamples of simple

and reduplicated vs are given below:

SPA  koff : tsi : putd
-~ Xof'i has grown very much
ct, kofi : 1& tsitsl-m : puts

- Kofi is growing very much

SP devi & : t3 - the child stopped

cf, devi 4 nd tdtd-M - the child was stopping
SP devi 4 : t8t517 - the child is confused
cf. qevi 4 : 1l tat3td-i

- the child is getting confused

SP wé ¢ dzrd gdzo - they prepared
cf. wé : lé dzadzra-m dé

they are preparing

18368 however, Westermann, 1930: pp. 75, 181ff; 194l and
Ansre, 1961: pp. 33 - L2 and 196%: pp. 128 - 132,

19 he item /t5t3/ - "to be confused" is grammatically
a simple vs, and should not be confused with /t35/ -
"to stop! which occurs in the previous example,

2OFor a discussion on the discontinuous verb type,
Cfo Ll-nlolluZaga

o




3.,3.1.2 The n-s Klements

The n-s elements of vg structure are
expounded by the word class particle (ef. L.1.13).

These elements, pre-s, post-s and disc are cach

described below.

3.3%.1.2.1 The pre-s lement

The pre-s element may be expounded by
any one or more of the following four sub-classes of
the particle:

1) the present/past particle (p/p)
2) the augmenting particle (aug)
3) the repetitive particle (rep)

4) the future tense particle (fut)

3,%.1.2.1.1 pre~s Llement expounded by p/p

p/p comprises a single item from the
sub-class of the particle. It is expounded by the

formal item /le/ which has a morphological alternant

/no/o21 This tense particle occurs only when either

the continuous or the intention term of the asgpect

system is operative in the vg (cf. 3.3.3).

21These should not be confused with the homophonous
verbs /le/ and /no/, nor with the verbid /le/.

158
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It should be mentioned that the system
of transitivity (cf. 2.5.1.2) also affects the structure
of the vg when pre-s is expounded by p/b. If the
clause of which the vg 1s the exponent of the P
element of structure is transitive (i.e. has a C
element) the constituent vg is discontinuous, with
p/ﬁ initial and vs together with the continuous
aspect particle, con (cf. 3.3%.1.2.2.,1) terminal,
The C element of clause structure (expounded by a ng)

is internal to the vg:

p/p C 7 ¥s con
- Yawa is pounding fufu

SPLCy  yawd : 1l& {fufu) tdé-1f

SEXCY gevi 4 wé : nd kpé da-i
rp/p C VS con
- the children were throwing stones
SP(CYA wé : 12 {hd)y dzi-fi : 4z3
p/p C° ¥s con
- they are singing a song now
SPCYA aféno sid : 18 (do> wo-fi : 1& xb md
p/p C v¥s con
- this lady is working indoors

If, on the other hand, the clausc of
which the vg is the exponent of the P element is

intransitive (i.e. has no C element), then the
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constituent vs is reduplicated. p/p naturally
precedes the R(v) and con follows:

ap dadai 14 : 1& tsitsi-m

/D REVT_can

the cat is growing

SPA vl & : nd tOtrd-m : dddddJd
/D R(v) con

- the vehicle was turning slowly

ST nd &4 : l& féfig-m - the thing is boilling
p/p R(¥) con

3.3.1.2.1.2 pre-s Element ecxpounded by aug

aug forms a sub-class of the word class
particle, which in turn consists of a closed set of
some five formal itemsa22 Their function is mainly
to supplement and "augment" the meaning of the vs
element. Below is a list of these augments. it
is not unlikely that further investigation will

increase the membership of this sub-class of particles:

/ké/ - alleviating augment

/kpd/ - negative augment

/xa/ - frustration augment
220f these five not every one is found in every dialect
of Bue, and some have dialect variants. Where relevant

the dialect to which a given item belongs and dialectal
variants are given. llote, however, that the tendency is
towards the blurring of these dialectal peculiarities.




161

/da/ - goal augment
/hé/ - serial augment

The various augmenting particles appear
in the following e¢xamples as sole cxponents of the

pre-s element of vg structure:

D

SPA ad1d1é 4 : kd bobo : vié

a
- the sickness has lessencd slightly

SP(AY nitsu & : mé kpd va {hadé) o

- the man has not come as yet

SPCA me : xa vd : afé : dzddzrdd

- I came home for nothing

This form may have an optional structural
variation in which the C element of clause structure

is internal to the vg:

SP(CyA m& : xb {&fé> véd : dAzddzrdd
-~ I came home for nothing

The augmenting particles /da/ and /hé/
usually occur in the compound clause (ecf. 2.2.2 and
3,%3,2.2.1). They occur as the exponent of the
pre-s element in the last of the serial verbal groups
which expound the various P elements., /da/ has a

dialect variant /bda/ which is found in the North-West
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(Peki, Awudome, Anfoc, Kpando and Hohoe); and /hé/
which is, in thc main, an Aplo form has the

morphological variant /hd/ which occurs only when

the tensc of the vg is fut.

SPCPC nydnu 8 : yi : fidsé mé& : da fle : takd
- the woman went into a shop and
bought a scarf

or: nydnu 4 : yil : £7dsé me : bdad fl& : taku
SPCPCPCAA & : y3 : I : yl : xo me : hé kd : mo
nd m : vévié

— he led me indoors and rebuked me
severely

SPCPCPC wé : & 1& : tsi : 4 dqu : nd : 4 hd mld : anyd

- they will bathe, eat and lie down

343.1.2.1.3 pre-s Llement expounded by rep

The sub-class rep of the word class
particle has one member whose formal exponent is /ga/.
Its occurrence in the vg implies the repetition of
the 1dea expressed in the vg. rep is used in the

following examples as the sole exponent of pre-s:

ar xo 14 : mu - the house fell

SP X0 1lda : g& mu - the house fell again
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SPC mami : kpd : adzé. - mother saw a witch

SPC mami : ga kpd : adz&. - mother saw a witch again

3.3.1.2.1.4 pre-s Element expounded by fut

The sub-class fut also has only one
member whose Tformal exponent is /a/. The tone of /a/
is determined by morphophonemic factors, the detailed
description of which doss not form part of the present
thesis. All that is necessary here is to state that
the tone of the syllables immediately preccding and
following this particle determine whether it should
be high or non-high. Another feature of this item
/a/ is that it may be fused, phonologically, with the
immediately preceding morpheme. This fusion takes
place either:

i) with the initial constituent of the disc
element of vg structure which is expounded by the
negation particle /mé o/ (cf. 3.3.1.2.3 and 3.3.1.2.4).
When /mé/ occurs before /a/ the phonological

realisation is /mda/:

SPLCA) gitsu 8 : mda 4 <gé : $gbd » 0
-~ the man will not reach Accra today




16l

or: ii) with the formal item pro when this occurs as
the sole exponent of the S element of clause structure.
The result i1s the phonological fusion of two
grammatically distinct groups: the ng and part of the

V& Thus we have:

pro fut pro  fut
Sing. 1. me a ™ mad Plur. 1. mié a > mfa
2, (n)e a —a(n)ad 2, mie a > mid
3. & a —> da 3. wé a ™ wda
SPC mad dqu : fufh - I shall eat fufu

SPC LSP wda yd : mi éye : mIa  td

- they will call us and we shall respond

When the ng operating at S is expounded
by an item or items other than pro, the future marker

/a/ is lengthened and has a falling tone, thus /da/:

SPA tsi : da dza : f{f

- rain will fall plentifully
ap atyl sia : da né - this stick will Dbreak
SPCA yawd : da wl : d& 14 : na& m

- Yawo will kill the snake for me




3.3.1.2.1.5 pre-s Tlement expounded‘by Combinations

of Particles

When pre-s is expounded by a combination
of items from the word class part, these items are
place-ordered according to the sub-class of part to
which they belong. Thus the "first" item in the
series is that which is closest to the vs element,
and the left-most item expounding pre-s is the "last".

The order in which these sub-classes occur may be

<
represented thus: fut rep aug p/p vs
In the following examples, comblnations
of two, three and four of these items occur expounding

the pre-s element:

a) pre-s expounded by two items

’:is

sp(C) me : xd 1 catikey wo
aug p/p- C Vs con
- I'm taking medicine in vain

SP yal : gh 1l& fofo-1i
rep p/p VS con
- the wind is still blowing

When both fut and p/p expound the

element pre-s, p/p is always expounded by the variant

/no/ and never by /le/:




SPLCH A
SPCPC
SPCA

SPA

b) pre-

SP<LCY A

5P <G) |Lsp

SPC

c) pre-

spd{c)
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mad ygj(égbélé) nlo-f : nd mi
fut p/p s con

- I shall be writing you letters
€ : yl1 : x0o me : ga da tsd : avd bibhu
rep aug vsg
- she went indoors and took another cloth
koff : da da dé : kdfé 4 me : gbé
fut aug vs

- Kofi will arrive in the wvillage first
ga Kp etsd

m
iy en

2
oo
318

RO

- we shall neet again tomorrow
s expounded by three items:

aftid : pa da 1& (dzrey hé-@ : 18 gbd me
rep aug p/p Vs con

- Afua is gone and is quarrelling in
town again

mad da nd <fufu) da-fi i hdfi : mid v&
fut aug p/v vs con

- I shall go and be cooking fufu
before you come

mad ga da no : mamd gbd
fut rep aug vs

~ I shall go to stay with Grandma again

s expounded by four items:

wé : mda ga di nd (gbdvi) wo-i O
fUut rep aug p/D Vs con
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~ if we punish them they will no longer
be ruffians

SP<Q>[LPC vii wo : mda ga xa @no {nul> fo-i
fut rep aug p/p s C

hafi : 4 dzi : ha d a

- won't your child be barely talking

before he sings?

3.3.1.2.2 The post-s Element

The post-s element is expounded by any
one of the following aspect markers, which are sub-
classes of the part. Combinations of items expounding
post-s do not occur except in the doubtful case
discussed below (3.3.1.2.4).

1) the continuous aspect particle (con)
2) the intention aspect particle (in)
3) the habitual aspect particle (hab)

3e3.1l.2.2.1 post-s Filement expounded by con

con is a one term sub-class whose formal

exponent 1s /Iﬁ/b23

23/11’1/ is predominantly Anlo. In Western Inland dialects
the exponent of con is lengthening of the final vowel of
the vs together with high tone. Compare: /é : l& yiyi-m/
with: /¢ : 1& yiyi-i/ - Yhe is going".
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con is the exponent of the continuous
term in the aspect system of the vg (cf. 3.3.3).
As has been said above (3.3.1.2.1.1) con always
co-occurs with the exponent of p/p of the pre-s
element,

SP{Ly  mé : 1é {dkatsdy no-if
Vs con

- I am eating porridge

s8sié

AN

SPA vl : nd zdzd-m
p/P ¥8 con

the vehicle was moving fast

I=N

o

i

3.301:.2.2.2 post-s Element expounded by in

in is a one term sub-class whose formal
exponent is /gé/. in expounds the intention term of
the aspect system in the vg (cf. 3.3.3), and like con
co-occurs with the exponent of p/p of the pre-s
elemenmmL
sP{C> wé : 1& ¢hay dzl-gd : FIFI4
p/® vs in

- they will sing soon

2LLI’G is possible to analyse /gé/ as an alternative future
marker (i.e. to fut expounded by /a/, cf. 3.3.1.2.1.4),

but the rare form: /wéd nd yiyl-gé/ - 'they would be going"
in which both /a/ and /gé/ occur militates against this
analysis.




SP(C),LSP nyrué : nd {agbled> yi-gé | ndfi : mié

- Uncle was going to go to farm when

we got there

3.3.1.2.2:.5 post-s Element expounded by hab

Like the other aspect markers which

expound the post-s element, hab is also a one term

sub-class whose formal exponent is /a/, with the free

variant /na/ occurring in more deliberate speechn25

hab is the exponent of the habitual term of the aspect

system (cf. 3.3.3%).

SPCA m& : yl-nd : asl m& : gbésidgbe
vs hab

- I go to market every day

SPCA  &féno 4 : kpd-& : qevi 4 dzi : nydié
vs hab

~ the lady supervises the child well

It should be noted that hab and p/p
never co-occur, so we do not have */me nd yiyi-a/.
It is, however, possible to analyse the relatively

rare form in /me no-a md zo~-mi/ - "I used to walk",

25The tone of /a/ is neither high nor non-high but

neutral: i.ec. it has the same tone as the preceding
syllable.,
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which is frequently found in written Tve but is scarce
in the spoken form, as an occurrence of this combination.
In such a case it would be necessary to consider hab

as an item that can expound both pre-s and post-s
gelements, but this does not secm necessary in view of

the rarity of this form in spoken Lve.

3e3.162:3 The disc Element

The disc element of vg structure is
always expounded by the one term sub-class legation

(neg) of the word class part. neg is expoundced by

the discontinuous formal item /mé < >d/. It is the
exponent of the term Negative in the polarity system
in the vg (cf. 3.3.3).

As has been described in the scction
on discontinuity in the P element of clause structure
(2.2,1.1.1), neg may have internal to it the rest of
the exponents of the P element (the rest of the vE)
when the clause is intransitive and has no A clement

of structure.
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ati

n

o
Al

m

:mé (kSN D
- the trec is not tall

SP nye : mé (gh 1l& tsitsi-fi>d

- I'm not growing any more

When the clause is transitive, neg
may have the rest of the vg and the C element of clause
structure and, should one occur in the clause, ths A

element all internal to it.

SP<C) nyd : mé< kpd : apbd > D
neg vs C  neg

- I did not sec Agbo

SPCCAY gh qéké : mé( 1& asi nye : &ghbe> O
neg vs C A neg
- I have no money today
SP(CaCbA> wé : omé (da-a : td e 15 @ 1% Ave. sid md> )
neg vs Ca b A neg

-~ they don't shoot animals in this forest

3.3.1.2.4 Verbal Group involving Combination

of n-s Elements

The vg may consist of vs and varilous
combinations of n-s elements:

a) n-s expounded by pre-s and posti-s elements:
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SP tsl : nd dzadza-i

it was raining

SP vl & @ gh 1& zdzd-gé

the vehicle will move again
b) n-s expounded by disc and post-s elements

SP<CA» fia : m¢ (fo-a : nul : 1& hd m&> o
- a chief does not talk in public

SP{CY w6 : mé {db-& hAalE> D
- they don't eat pork

¢) n-s expounded by disc and pre-s elements:

SPLCAY mami : mé {ga kpd :m : kpsS) D
- Mami hasn't seen me for a long time
When both disc and pre-s elements occur
in the vg, and pre-s is cxpounded by the sub-class fut
(/a/), the initial component /mé/ of the ncg /mé >d/
fuses with /a/ and the two together are realiscd as

/mdad 3o/ (cf. 3.3.1.2.1.k).

sp{CA> mf : méa«(gg wd @ Avd : gbedé >d
- we shall not fight again ever

d) n-s expounded by disc, pre-s and pogst-s elements:
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SP tsi : mda (ga nd dzddza-@i>d
disc pre-s post-s

- it will no more be raining

SP<CA> nyd : méa ¢po : fu : kpé-m : yesiayxi> o
disc pre-s G vs post-s disc

- I shall not be suffering always

Be3.2 Serial Verbal Constructions

In a compound clause, i.e. one which
has more than one P element of structure (cf. 2.2.2),
the verbal groups which expound the P elements involved
are said to form a serial verbal construction. Some
of the glements of structure of the verbal groups
which constitute the sceries exhibit some inter-
relationship with others. Below is a description
of the relationships between various elements within

constituent verbal groups.

3.3.2.1 The vs Plement in Serial Construction

Every vg in the series has a vs clement
of structure, and any of thesc vs elcments may be

expounded by either a simple or a reduplicated verb.
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The conditions governing the occurrcence of a simple
verb (v) or a reduplicated verb (R(v)) are the same

as those for the single verbal group: i.e. the systems
of transitivity and aspect (c¢f. 3.3.1.1 and 3.3%.3).

The following examples illustrate v and R(v) expounding

the vs clement:

SPP ¢ : tsi : pbld

- he has grown spoiled

cf . ¢ : 128 tsltsl-mh : 18 gbdgbli-1

- he is growing (and becoming) spoiled
SPPPC adzdd : trd : vd : yi : afé

- Adzua returncd and went home
ct. ddzdd : lé totrd-i : vd : yl-na : afé

- Adzua is turning to go home

3634262 n—-s Blements in Serial Construction

The wTarious n-s elements display
reclationships and restrictions which are describead

below.

3,3.2.2.1 The pre-s Nlement in Serial Construction

Each of the exponents of the pre-s

elcment shows a different pattern of occurrencc in




the serial construction.

a) p/p can occur in any one or more or all of

the verbal groups in the series:
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SPCPCP €D wé : fb : ull : dzi : hd : L& Ky&)y dd-i

Vs vs /D vs

<

- they have drummed and sung and
are dancing

sp <O PLLpLLY wé - ﬁ@h:) %—rﬁ : %(hé) dzi-fi :

- they are drumning, singing and
dancing

b) aug: Of the five augmenting particles

/kd, kpd, xa, da, hé/ which can expound pre-s in the

Xg,'/dé/ and ?hé/ occur only in serial verbal
constructions (cf. 3.3.1.2.1.2), and in the data
studied they occur only once in a series and never as
part of the first vg. The following examples are
all confined to the neutral/non-future terms of the
aspect/tense systems for the sake of simplicity:

SPPC  wé : yi : da f1& @ td

vs 8aug vs
- they went to buy yams




SPCPCPA

SPCPPCPC
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wé ¢ fl& : té& : da : fufd i : da qu :
vs vs aug vs
le md & dzi
~ they bought yam, cooked fufu and
ate it on the way
mié : da : nd : gh : 1& : tsi : hé mld : anyl
vs ¥ys ¥8 aug vs
~ we cooked food, ate, bathed and lay down

/xa/ and /kps/ occur in the material

studied only in the initial vg of the series:

SPPPC

SPPCA

vawo

>

L%!;

g rd -
A 20 @ vd : kpd : amegd 1ld &
aug YS V¥s Vs

|

——

- did Yawo come to see the great man?
devi 4 : mé kpd tsi : nyd : ndvs h&dé o
aug vs vs
- the child is not yet old enough to
know evil

/kd/ usually occurs in the initial vg

off the series, but in rare cases it occurs in the

non-initial vg:

SPPA

SPPPCA

¢ : kd £$ : zo : vié
aug vs s

- he managed to get up and walk a little

<

¢ + £3 : zo : kd du : nd : vié
vs ys aug vs
- he got up, walked and managed to
eat a little




]
~dJ
-\{

c) rep may expound the pre-s element in any

fLSwviiasge

one or more verhal groups of the serial construciion.
Its occurrence in one vg does not necessitate any
formzl change “n the other wvevbal groups forming

the seriec:

SECPCPC ne : ga ad : ézikd ¢ tsd ¢ ati : fo : avit 1a
s

rep ¥s ys ys

-~ you were egain annoyed, took a stick

and hit the dog

SPCPCPrC ne : ga dé : dzikd : ga tsd : ati : fo :
rep vs reo V8 vs
avia 1

- you were again annoyed and again tool
a stick and hit the dog

d) fut: The occurrence of fut as an exponent
of pre-s formally involves every member vz of the

L2

serial verbal construction. The formael exponent
forming a kind of concord agreement among alil the

member verbal groups:

SPPCPCA  yawd : £5 : dd : awh : yl : agblé : xox6
- Yawo has got up, put on his garment

and gone to Tarm already
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cf. vawd : da £3 : 4 dd : awh : & yi

- Yawo will get up, will put on his
garment and will go to farm

SPCP avl 14 : no : tsi : kd
- the dog is drowned

cf, avlh 18

B

aono ¢ tsl @ o4 ki

- the dog will be drowned

When the lexical item /va/ - "to come™
occurs as vs in a vg which is a member of a serial
verbal construction, the vp immediately following

does not have fut as exponent:

SPPCPC da trd : 4 t8 : affi . 4 yi : afé

- he will return via here and go nhome

ef. da trd : 4 vd : 8 : affi : 4 yi : afé

==

- he will return and come via here and
go home

3.3.2.2.2 The post-s Flement in Serial Construction

Of the three exponents of the vost-s
element, con, in and hab, whose formal realisations
are /t/, /gé/ and /nd/ respectively, not more than

one mey occur in any one serial verbal counstruction.
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a) con can occur as exponent of post-s in any one

or more of the verbal groups in the series:

SPCPAP  wd : dzé : &hd : dzrd 46 : dé xd me
nd nond-i
- they bought drinks, hid them indoors
and were drinking
SPOPP{(Q mié : ©6 : TULL : 18 quqh-fi : 18 {2ha S nd-f
- we pounded fufu, were eating it and
drinking wine

b) hab may occur as an exponent of post-s in any
of the wverbal groups in the series. Once 1t occurs
in a vg in the series its occurrence in all subsequent

verbal groups in that series is obligatory:

SPCPAP & : dz& : ahd : yld : dé abati té : nd-nd
- he has bought drinks and hidden them
under his bed and drinks them

SPCPCP  mié : d6-42%

- we (habitually) make a fire, cook
food and eat it

dzd : da-na : nd : du-na

c) in unlike con and hab can occur as an exponent

of post-s only once in the series. When it occurs

26For the alternant exponents /a/ and /na/ of hab,
cfe 3.3.1.2.2.3.
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in a vg in a series all subsequent verbal groups

have the fut particle /a/ as an exponent of pre-s:

SPCPPP wé @ f1& : gb3. : tsd : d& : 1& dqudu-gg
- they bought a goat, slaughtered it,
cooked it and will be eating it
SPLCYPPP w6 : 1% {gb3\ fle-gé : 4 tso : 4 da : £ 4b
- they will be buying a goat to
slaughter, cook and eat

3,3.2.2.3 The disc Llement in Serial Construction

The disc element which is expounded
by the negation particle /mé{ D/ (cf. 3.3.1.2.3),
can occur only once in a given serial verbal construction.
The single occurrence of this element indicates that
the term Negation in the Polarity system applies to
all the verbal groups which are internal to it: in

fact to the whole clause (cf. 2.2.1.1.1 and 3.3.3).

SPLPP> papd : mEGrs vd : yiyo

-~ Daddy has not returned via here
8PLPC > dadl 14 : mé<nd  tsi oz ki D

- the cat did not drown
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363.5 Systems of the Verbal Group

The following six systems operate in

th

D

vg: Mood, Aspect, Tense, Polarity, repetition

and Augmentation.

a) Mood:
The system of mood has two terms:
Indicative and Subjunctive. When the subjunctive
term of the mood system is chosen in the vg it has
renercussions on the pronoun. The formal exponents

of the pronoun paradigm are then:

Sing. 1. m& Plur. 1, mi
20 - A 20 mj.
3. né 3., woné

These forms are optionally_preceded
by the subjunctive particle /nd/ (cf. uoﬁggj

The second person forms, singular and
plural, are used in what is usually termed the Imperative.

fihen these forms are used as commands the subjunctive

varticle does not occur:

nd ma yl - let me go

1

Cfe yi = gou




nd mi dzd - let's depart

cf. mi d2627 - dcpart

The Indicative term of the mood system
is characterised by the absence of the features
describcd above, i.e. the absence of any repercussions

on the prconoun forms and of the subjunctive particle.

b) Aspect:

The aspect system has four terms:
lieutral, habitual, Continuous and Intention.

The neutral term is exponcntially
unmarked; the habitual term is expounded by the
habitual particle /H4/; +the continuous term is
expounded by the continuous particle /M/ and the
intention term is expounded by the intention

particle /gé/ (cf. %.3.1.2.2 and L.13).

c) Tense:
There are three terms in the tense
system:; Past, Present and Futurec. The formal
exponents of these are /no/, /le/ and /a/ respectively

(cfe 3.3.1.2.1.1., 3.3.1.2,1.4 and L.13),

27For the inter-relationships between the tone of the
"Imperative’ form and the consonant system, cf. Ansre, 1963,




d) Polarity:
The polarity system has two terms:
Positive and hegative. The negative term is
expounded by the negation particle /mé< >b/, and
the positive term is marked by the absence of this

exponent (cf. 3.3.1.2.2 and L.13).

e) Repetition:
The system of rcpetition has two terms:
Marked and Unmarked. The marked term is expounded
by the repetitive particle /ga/, and the unmarked
term by the absence of this particle (c¢f. 3.3.1.2.1.3
and 4.13).

f) Augmentation:

This system also has two terms at the
primary degree of delicacy: Marked and Unmarked.
The marked term of the augmentation system is
expounded by an augnenting pafticle, and the unmarked
term 1s expounded by the absence of such a particle.
At secondary delicacy the marked term may have any
one of the following five kinds of augmentation:
alleviating, negative, frustration, goal and serial
whose formal exponents are /kd, kpd, xa, da, hé/

respectively (ef. 3.3.1.2.1.2 and 4.13).

183
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The systems of mood, aspect and tense
may be summed up in the following chart. The mark +
in a column indicates choices that are attested in

e, and - those that are not,

SV - PUREIY

{ MQOD Indicative Subjunctive
TENSE Non~-future Future Non-future Future
ASPECT

Neytral + + + -
Sy
Habitual + - + =
Xna ] D SE P P
OO IoUS Past Present Past Present
™ 1l + + + + - -
Intention + + + + - L
™ & !
g
1 I — -

It should be noted that all the othecr
terms of all other vg systems: viz., Polarity,
Repetition and Augmsntation, may all occur with all
the above possibilities, except that /kd/ and /kpd/

do not occur with the subjunctive.
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Ly Introduction

This chapter is in two parts dealing
with the grammatical units Word and Morpheme
respectively. After a general definition of the
word, the first part lists the word classes which
have been found necessary for the analysis., sach
of these is defined in turn and, where relevant,
sub-classes and structural types are discussed.
The second part defines the morpheme and gives its
classas, Since members of this unit have no

grammatlical structure no types can be given.

L.l The Unit Word

The Word is that grammatical unit
the classes of which operate at places in the structure

of the nominal, adverblal, verbal and link groups.

L,1.0 Word Classes

The classes of the unit word which
have been found both necessary and sufficient for

the analysis of Fuve are:
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Noun (n) Pronoun (pro)
Adjective  (adj) Quantifier  (gnt)
Specifier (sp) Pluraliser (pl)

Intensifier (int) Linker (1)

Adverb (adv) Verbid (vid)
Verb (v) Conjunction (conj)
Particle (part) Interjection (intj)

0f these, the classes pro, sp, pl, 1,
vid, conj and part each consists of a closed system

of formal items, and n, adj, ant, int, adv, v and

intj each consists of an open set of formal items.

ho1l.1 The Noun

n is that class of the unit word which
can expound h, but never g, in the structure of the

ng and which is not a pronoun.

L.l.1.1 Sub-classes of the Noun

The above definition covers all members
of the word class n at the primary dcecgree of delicacy.
At secondary delicacy members of n may be divided

into two different but intersecting sub-classes
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based on different criteria. 'lhe criterion for the
first sub-classification is whether or not an item
from n can operate both at h in the ng and as exponent
of an ag operating at A, The criterion for the

second sub-classification is the way the genitival
relationship between two nominal groups is expounded
when the item in question expounds h in the "possessed"

ng (ef. 3.1.3.,1.1 and 3.1.3.1.4).

h.1.,1.1.1 Univalent and Ambivalent Nouns

All items of the word class n belong
to either i) the univalent sub-class of n  (n,)
or ii) the ambivalent sub-class of 1 (gt)
The sub-class Do consists of those
items of the class n which can expound h in the ng
and nothing else; the sub-class n, can expound
both h in the ng and an ag operating at A in clause

struoturegl

For illustration of these two sub-~classes

lAll members of this ambivalent sub-class happen to
be nouns which can be semantically labelled as
Ttemporal'; hence the symbol Ny
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compare:

SP Eghe : T4

!

today is cold

SP afii : f4

this place (here) is cold

=
SP tsi & 4 - the water is cold
n
=u
with:
SPA maa dzd : €gbd - I shall leave today
A
but not *maa dzd afil
nor *maa A4Azo tsi 4

|

Similarly:

SPPA &tso : nyd : kpd : putd

- yesterday was very beautiful

SPPA  tém& : nyd : kpd : puitd

~ Tema was very beautiful

SPPA dms : nyd : kpd : nutd

- Ama was very beautiful

in comparison with:
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SPCA m& ¢ a4

(w4

Agbld : &tsd
By
~ I went to the farm yesterday
but not #*md& : 4% : agbld : téma
nor *m& : d& : agblé : dma

h,l,1.1.2 Linked and Juxtaposed Nouns

All items of the word class n may again
be sub-classified into either:
i) the linked sub-class of n (gl)
or ii) the juxtaposed sub-class of n (gj)
The sub-class n, comprises those
members of n which require the presence of the
particle /fé/ as exponent of the genitival relationship
between "possessor' and '"possessed' nominal groups
when n, is operating at h in the possessed ng.
The sub-class gj comprises those members of n which
do not require the vresence of /f&/ in such circumstances

but allow the genitival relationshipy to be expounded

by simple juxtaposition (cf. 3.1.3.1.1 and 3.1.3.1.4),

kofi fé &fd - Kofi's foot
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cf, kofi srd - Kofi's wife
n.
—J
kofi fgd - Kofi's front
n.

ot
el

but not =koff afd
nor *kofi f& srd

nor *kofi f& 3gd

Also: sukid-vI sia wd f& vévié-addsd
h a 4 El
- the perseverance of these pupils
cf, dévi sia wd no ~ the mother of these children
h a o

311 loloo ma gbd tdtydtd
h a QJ g

- exactly by that large treec
but not *suki-vi sia wé vévié-addsd
nor #ddvi sia wé fé no

nor *ati loloo ma f& gbd tdtddta

h.,1.1.1.2.1 Relational and Postpositional Nouns

At a further degrec of delicacy the

sub-class Qj may itsclf be sub-classified into:

)

and ii) the postpositional sub-class of gj(gp)

i) the relational sub-class of By (gr




The criterion for this subdivision is
found in the form of the third person singular
pronoun when it expounds h in the '"possessor' ng
and a member of n, expounds h in the “possessed" ng
(cf. 3.1.3.1.4 and L4.1.2.1),

When an item of the sub-class n,
expounds h in the possesscd ng and the possessor ng
is expounded by the third person singular pro, the
form of the pro is /&/. When, on the other hand,
an item of the sub-class gp expounds h in the
possessed ng and the possessor ng is expounded by

the third person singular pro, the form of the pro

is /é/:

SP g-vl 8 : tsi - his child is grown

pro n., 4
SP C &-1t3 4 : 1& dd 1é-tf

bro n, 4

- his fathcr is ill cf,
SP é-dzi : f&a - its top is cold
ro n

RO Ly

ap €-mé gdgld - its inside is deep

f
fe
ib]

[
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Similarly, compare:

SN

SPC kof{ : bh-& : &-1J

- Kof'i respccts his father

and SPC  kofl : le : &-gbd
n
=P
- Kofl is staying with him

L.1.1.2 Noun Structure2

Two major structural types of the word
class n are set up in this thesis with Teference to
thelr constitucnts. These are the simple noun and

the non-simple noun.

hol.1.2.,1 The Simple Noun

The simple noun tyoe 1s characterised
by being expounded by a single clcment of structure,
i.c. by one item of the next lower unit Morpheme.

This type cannot be subjcected to further grammatical

2 . .
The detalls of noun structure cannot be coverasd

comprehensively in this thesis. Vhat is given here
is a discussion of the principal structures which 1t
has been found nccessary to set up for a limited
description of the noun. (cf. Westurmann's treatment
1930, pp. 166 ~ 182,
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analysis. xamples of the simple noun are:
XD - house
dzi - heart
akpld - spear
dadi’ - cat
abladzd - plantain
akpdkpld - frog
kakallka - cockroach
h.1.,1.2.2 The Non-simple Noun

The non-simple noun type is charactcrised
by being polymorphemic in structure, 1The following
sub-types have been found in the data studicd:

Compound nouns and Nominalisations.

L,l.l.2.2.1 Compound Houn

Thesc are thosc members of n which are
made up of more than onc simple noun, and in which
the Y"compounding element" is expounded by the lengthening

of the final syllable coupled with high 'Lone:3

5Compounding is not to be confused with juxtaposition
of nominal groups in the multiple ng. The latter
expounds apposition or genitival relationship, the
former does not expound either.
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any?f - mud ;
: anyl-plil - mud wall

gli - wall J
ga - metal

ga-kp3ds - metal fence
kpd - fence
18 - animal
gl& - jaw-bone 18-gl&-kpdd - a fence made
kpd - fence of animal jaw-bones

h,1.1.2.2.2 Nominalisations

The term nominalisation is usced herc
for the changing in form of an item or group of items
belonging to a particular class, such that the item
resulting from the change functions as a member of
the class n. The two main types of nominalisation
found are: 1) nominalisation involving the verb

and 1i) nominalisation not involving the verb.

i) Nominalisation involving v:
a) The nominalised item may consist of just Vo

In such a casc v is simply reduplicated:
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tsé - get up tsotsd - getting up
no - drink nond - drinking
ghld - say ghdghld -~ saying

dzré - long for dzdodzrd - longing for
lia - harden 1lalia - hardening

Should the item to be nominalised
consist of serial verbs, only thce initial v in the
series 1s reduplicated and the others occur aftcr

it in simple sequence:

zd V& - walk and come
zdzd-va - coming by walking
trd ghd - turn and return
tdtrd-ghd - returning
gbd vd dé6 - return, come and arrivc
gbogbd-vd~dé - returning and arrivingu

The item to be nominalised may contain
& noun (potentially the C clement of clause structure),
in which case "Inversion" takes place, whereby the n

prccecedes the R{v):

uThc nominalisation of serial verbal groups containing
three or more verbs without a C element is relatively

rarc,




ad akpé

give thanks

dkpé-ddda

thanksgiving
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nd tsi drink water tsi-nonod drinking water
dqu nid eat (thing) nd-qudl cating
bld hld - avenge h13-bdbid - rcvenge

¥hen the item to be nominalised contains
two members of the word class n (i.e. direct and
indirect complements in terms of clause structure),
the direct complement precedes R(v) and the indircct

complement follows:

ga-nénd-qavi - giving money to child
C, R(v) Gy,

td-dada-ame - shooting a person

Cqg R V) Cy

b) Compounding of Hominalisations involving v:
The nominalised forms described above

may be compoundcd with other morphemes, including

those which function as simple nouns, to form other

nouns . This combination is similar to the forumation

of compound nouns described above (h.1.1.2.2.1) and
the "compounding element cxpounded by lengthening
and high tone on the final syllable occurs in some

cases, as will be scen bolow,
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The morpheme compounded with the
nominalised item may be frac or bound. When it is
free the "compounding elcment®™ is suffixed to the
final morphecne. IT in such a case the nominaliscd

item involves only v, reduplication of the v clement

is obligatory:

fefé - play
fefé-ndd - toy
nd - thing
tsitsl - growth
tsitsi-t&fdé - position of honour
t&f6& -~ place

When the compounded morpheme is bound
this bound morpheme itself cxpounds the compounding
and there is no lengthening nor high tonec in the
final syllable. If the nominalised item in such a
case involves only v, reduplication may or may not
occur, The factors determining the occurrence or
absence of reduplication are still undcer investigation.
They seem, howzver, to bec partially stylistic and
partially grammatical. The following is a sample
of thc more freguently occurring bound morphemes uscd

in such compounding:




-14 - doer

-fé - place, manner

-yi - time

productive

va ~ comes vava -

sT - @scape sisi -

But note:

dzi - give Dbirth dzidzi -

XD - receivae X9xd -

And also:

gbd - arrive .

ghdghd-vd-~

ve - COIG

yi - go yiyi -
yiyl-fé  or

ki -~ die klku -
kukG-fé¢  or

But note:

no - be located ndnd -

The compounding process itsclf is vory

nd>-fé

~ habitat,

coming vava-1ld -
escaping igi-18 -
birth dzi-la -
reception  xd-14 -~
14 -~ one who rcturns
poing
yi-fé - placc, manner
dying
kl-fé& - place, manner

being located

sgat
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comer

fugitive

parent

redecemer

and comes

of going

of dying
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tsé - get up tsdtsd - getting up
tsdtsd-yi or  tsd-yi - starting time

hdyd - convalcsce hayahdyd - convalesconce
hayahdyd-yi - convaluscing time

dzra-dé -~ precparc dzadzra-qé - preparation
dzhdzra-do-yi - time for preparing

When +the nominalised item contains
a noun, a potential exvonent off C, and the free
morpheme with which it is compounded is n, there
is no reduplication of the v and the free morpheme

follows the nominalised item:

tsi - water '3

no - drink tsi-no-tréé ~ calabash for
tré — calabash drinking water
asl - wife 7

v - call ? asi-y3-had - courting wine
aha - wine J

h13 - vengeanc?

bld - ask hl3-bid-ndd - revengeful act
nu - thing ]

agblé - farnm

de - go agblé-de-wlii - farming clothes
awt - clothingj




Agoald: -
t4 -
md

aha-nd-yi
Asi-yd-yi
h13-bid-yi
agblé-de-yi

20l

book 2
print 5gbal8-t4-mod - printing machine
- machine or typewriter

In the case of bound morphemes we have:

one who drinks wine
one who is courting
avenger
farmer
printer, typist
drinking place, bar
courting place
place of revenge
farming area

printing works

time for drinking
courting time
time for revenge
farming season

printing time

The nominalisation may involve negation

in which case the negative nominalising morpheme /ma/
is prefixed to the item from v, and both together are

reduplicated:
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tsi - grow tsitsl - growth matsimdtsl -~ lack of
growth
ki - die kikud - death makumakd - immortality

For serial verbs:

zd va - walk and come mazdmazd-va - without walking
and coming
trd ghd - return natomatrd-ghd - without

returning

For double complements:

nd gh dqévi - give money to chilad
gh-manamand~dévi - not giving money to a child
fo tsl abl - clean a sore with water
tesl-mafomafo-abl - not cleaning a sore with
water

For single complements:

dd akpé - give thanks
Akpé-maddmadd ~ ingratitude
18 tsil - have a bath
tsi-malemale - not having =a bath5

5The nominalisation of more complex structures such as
items involving v as well as the whole of the ng and
also items including A elements of clause structure is
not dealt with in this thesis,
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ii) Nominalisation not involving v:
Itews whose nominalisation does not directly6
involve the word class v are the adjective and the
specifier.
a) Nominalisation of adj:
An item of the word class ad;] is nominalised
by a nominalising morpheme which is expounded by a
combination of the following Teatures:
1) tonal change of the item with oy without the
lengthening of the vowel in the last syllableg7

2) the suffixing of /—é/gor /to/ .

nydié - good nyulé-4 or nyulé-to - the good one
s0€ - small sd&-4 or sdé-to ~ the small one
gé - big gf-4 or oB&~to - the big one
kdk3S - tall  kdkd-4 or kdkdd-to - the tall one
tsitsii - old tsitsi-d or tsitsii-to - the old one
1loloé - large 1010-4 or 101066-to - the large one”

6A1though some items that are designated adj are derived
from verbs (cf. L.l.3.2.2), these are best regarded as
full adjectives which are then nominalised, because this
kind of nominalisation is restricted to the class adj.

7The occurrence or absence of lengthening is phonologically
determined and is not discussed in this thesis.

8It is possible to identify this /4/ as the specifier
(cf. Lto.1.5), but such commitment is not necessary for
present purposes.

9The tonal changes involved here are regular, but are
better dealt with in a phonological description.
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b) Yominalisation of sp:
Most items of the word class gp can

be nominalisedulo

In the majority of cases this
nominalisation is achieved by the prefixing of the

morpheme /é/ to the formal item:

sia - this é-sid - this one

mad - that é-mad - that one

k&m& - that over there é-kémg - that one over there
kaa - which? é-kaa - which one?

The nominalisation of the item /44¢/ -
"some, a certain" is different in form, being achieved
by the deletion of the initial vowel /4/ and the
suffixing of high tone: /qgl/ - "some" (as a noun).

There is no evidence of conpounding of

those nominalised items which do not involve V.

Lho1.2 The Pronoun

pro is defined as that class of the
unit word comprising a closed system which, like n,

can expound h but not g in the structure of the ng and

lOOf the six items that comprise the membership of this
closed system only /14/ - "the" cannot be nominalised.
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whose members expound the systems of person and

number.

Lol.2.1 Sub-classes of the Pronoun

Given various criteria, six classes of
pro can be established at the secondary degree of
delicacy. Of these, five have already been outlined
in the previous chapters (cf. 1.3.1., 3.1.1lc,
3,1.%3.1.4 and 3.1.4.2). These have been called
"pronoun series" and the conditions governing tue
occuvrance of each stated. A sixth series is
inpluded here to complete the list.

The following chart shows all the
pronoun series and the formal items which expound
the various terms in the number and person systems.
The criteria governing the occurrence of esach series

are given immediately &after the chart.




The Pronoun Series or Sub-classes
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NUMBER | PERSON I 1T ITI Iv Vv VI

1 me me nye | nye(é)im me

Sing 2 (n)e] (n)e! wo | wd(&8) | wo ne
3 é wo Sya | 8/é | i/e/e|ye/e

mié mié mi nid mi mié

Plur 2 mie mie mi mia mi mie

3 wé wo wé wd wé wé

pro series I occurs as exponent of h in a ng which

operates at place S in clause structure, when the

clause is either free or co-ordinated (cf. 1.3.1).

pro series Il occurs as exponent of h in a ng which

operates at place 8 in clause structure when the
clause 1s subordinate, and also when the P element of

clause structure is thematically marked (cf. 1.3.1).

pro series III occurs as exponent of h in a ng that

operates at place Z2 in a minor clause, and at S and C

in the thematically marked clause (cf. 3.1.1).
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pro series IV occurs as exponent of h in the "possessor"

ng in a multiple ng (cf. 3.1.3.4.1).

pro series V occurs as exponent of h in a ng that

operates at place C in the thematically unmarked

clause (cf. 3.1.4.2).

pro series VI occurs as exponent of h in the ng which

expounds S in the reported clause.

This last series, the "reported" or
"imputed" clause series, to which reference was made
in the discussion of the complex ng (3.1.2.1) has one
peculiarity. The third person singular has two
forms referring to two different personal categories.
These forms are /ye/ and /e/. The form /ye/ is used
when the pro refers to the person making the report
or imputation himself; the form /¢/ is used when
the pro refers to someone other than the person making
the report or imputation. The following examples

will clarify the difference:

SPC  koff : kpd : bé y& xd &bl
- Kofi saw that he (himself) was wounded

SPC  koff : kpd : bé & xd &bl

L

- Kofi saw that he (another person) was wounded




Therse is no need to set up structursl
types of the word class pro since all the formal items

are simple and monomorphemic.

h.l.% Tha Adjective

adj is that class of the unit word
which, being an exponent of g, can occur immediately
after the exponent of the h element of ng structure,
and precedes all other exponents of ¢ should such

occur.

L,l.3.1 Sub-classes of the Adjective

The word class ad] may be subdivided
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into univalent (adju) and ambivalent (adja) adjectives.

h.l.3.1.1 Univalent Adjective

The sub~class Q@lu consists of those
items of the class adj which can expound only the
q element of structure in the ng. dxamples from

this sub-class are found in the following sentences:
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ap ati gé 14 @ mb
- the big trce has fallen down

SPCA takd so€ sid : x> : &si : putsd

- this small headkerchief is very costly

SPC nydnlt dzé-tugbee 1ld : nyd : nd-dada

- this beautiful woman knows how to cook

Lo.1.3.1.2 . Ambivalent Adjective

The sub-class g@ia consists of thosc
items of the class ad]j which can expound both the g
elecment of ng structure and the adverbial group (cf.
3.,2.1.1.2). sxamples of adj  expounding both g

and ag follow:

SPC égbélé nydié wé : le : é-sfi
- he has good books
SPA qevi 8 : le zdzd-i : nydié
- the child is walking well
le {nya dz6dzrds ko> gblo-1i

- he is speaking only nonsense

o)
J

a

N
o

SPA g : vd : dzddzrdd

- he came in vain.




h.1.3.2 Structure of the Adjective

Two main structural types of ad;] are
set up: the simple adjsctive and the non-simnle

adjective.

h.1.3.2.1 Simple Adjective

The simple adj is characterised by
being expounded by a single element of structure of
the unit next below, morpheme. Being monomorphemic
it cannot be subjected to further grammatical analysisoll
Examples of the simple adj are found in the following

sentences:

SPC  x0 g 1d : xd : asi
- the big house 1s expensive
SPC vi fE€ : le : akda-si

- Akua has a young child

SPC pitsu tralad sia : nyd : tsi-fufu

- this tall thin man knows how to swim

1lthe assortion by Westermann (1930, p.183) that "there
are no words which are adjectives nure and simple' is
inaccurate and must be attributed mainly to lack of
sophistication in tonal analysis, and too great a
tendency to etymologise. '
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hol.3.2.2 Non-simple Adjective - Adjectivaligsation

The non-simple type of adj is polymorphemic
in structurc. It is a form that can be considered
to be derived from another Torm by & process termed
adjectivalisation. Judging by the material studied
all adjectivalisations involve an item from the word
class V. In addition to this v element th Ltem to be

adjectivalised may contain & nominal clement.

hel.3.2.2.1 Adjectivalisation involving v alone

When the item adjectivalised consists
of v alone, adjectivalisation is usually effected by
the rcduplication of v combined with lengthening of

the final vowel and addition of final high tone:12

tsi -~ to grow tsitsii -~ old
ame tsitsid -~ 0ld person

kd - to die kdkdd - dead
atf{ kdkua ~ dead trse

k$ - to be tall kIk3J - tall
nydnu k3k3S - tall woman

~
leor an earlier discussion of reduplication in the
formation of adjectives, cf. Ansre, 1963,
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However, if the phonological
structure of v itself involves reduplication, no
further reduplication takes place. The adjectival
form therefore has only the lengthening and high

tone on the final syllable:

1010 - to he large lolod - large
nitsu lolod - large man
didl - to be long didif -~ long
mS didit - long road
hole3.2.2.2 Adjectivalisation involving v and

a Nominal Element

When the item adjectivalised consists
of v and a nominal element, no reduplication occurs.
The adjectival form consists of a combination of the
v and the nominal element together with lengthening

and high tone on the final syllable:

1¢ ad - to catch sickness 1€-d33 - sickly
avi 1€-ddS ~ gick dog

nyd nma -~ to know thing nyd-nid - wise
devi nyd-nid - wise child

dh agbd - to be bankrupt du-agbadd - bankrupt

vevi qu-agbdd - bankrupt white man

dz& dékd - to be handsome dz&-dekdd -~ handsome

dqekdkpul dze-qekdd - handsome young man




A series of v elements can also occur

in adjectivalised form:

qd nd kp5t513 - to eat thing leave (some)
qu-ni-kpotoad - wealthy
ame qu-~nid-kpotod - wealthy person

but this form is relatively rare.

L.,1.3.3 The Diminutive

Th

4]

diminutive form of adj is expounded
by a change in the final vowel of the adj tc a form
which is identical to the conditionud forms of the
vowel of the third person singular of the pro (cf.

3,1l.4.2 and fn., 12):

xdkud - dead ati kdkud - small dead tree
lolod - large xo loloéd - fairly large house
yibod -~ dark nydnu yiboé - small dark woman
kanyad - filthy nd kanygé - small £ilthy thing

lBThe verb /kpa>td/ - "to leave a remainder" should be
distinguished from the adj /kpotod/ - “dirty" with
which it becomes homophonous in the adjectivalised
form.,
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L.1.4L The Quantifier

gnt is that class of the unit word
which can expound both h and g elements of ng structure
and wpichg when expounding g, occurs between the word
clésses adj and sp when all three occur (cf. 3.,1.1.1

and 3.1.1.2.1).

heloliol Sub-classcs of the Quantifier

At the secondary degree of delicacy
the word class gnt can be divided into numeral (gggn)
and non-numeral (gggx) sub-classes, the basis of this
sub-classification being that members of ggin comprise
a set of numerals which can be used in counting and
calculating, while members of gggx cannot. For

example compare the following:
SPC  devi nydié évé : 1& : xo 4 md

- two good children are in the room

and dévi nyiié gedee : 1& : xo 4 me
ant.

- many good children are in the room
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SPC  awu nyudié &ve kpldé awu nyuié &veé : 1&

——— aorr—sar—ny

awu nyudié &ne

- two good garments plus two good garments
are four good garments

but not *awu nydfd g&déd kplé awu nyulé gédége : 1&
awu nydflé ....

where only /g&dde/ can be repeated at the end of the
sentence. This is because /g&d&/ - "many" a formal
item from the sub-class gggx does not belong to the

set that can be used in mathematical calculation.

The sub-class gggn may be further
subdivided into cardinal (QBEC) and ordinal (gnt )
sub-classes.

In addition to the occurrcnce of either
of these sub-classcs as exponents of g in ng structure,

gntc is used in counting:

dekd  ~ one
&ve - two
&td - three etc,

and gnto is used for assigning numerical order:

gbéto) - first

m
o

a2 2N
—

Jl
]
r
=
e

- second
~ third etc.

oy
ct
3]
H
i
Dy O
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The main structural difference between thc formal
items of gggc and those of ggﬁo is the occurrence of
the suffix /-114/ in the latter. The only exception

to this is found in /gbé/ and its alternant /gbéto/.

hol.h,.2 Structure of the Quantifier

Two main structural types of gnt:
simple and non-simple may be set up,
The structure of the simple gnt is

monomorphemic and is not subject to further analysis:

Eve - two

&t - three

ewd - ten

gedée - many ete,

The structure of the non-simple gnt
is polymorphemic and usually consists of morphemes
that have underpone extensive phonological alteration.

However, a good numoner of these can be identificd:

11 - wifdoké from ecwé-deka - ten-one

20 - bldave from babléd-&ve - two bundles
21 - bldavevddeké from Dbabld-3ve-vd-qekd

- after two bundlcs, one




Some items of the non-simple type of

ant are nevertheless best regarded as rank-shifted

nominal groups:

alafd &veé kplé ewd - two hundred and tcn

h.1.5

The Specifier

sp 1s that class of the unit word the

members of which expound the place g in ng structure,

and which occur between the exponcnts of the word

classcs gnt and pl when all thrcc occur to expound

g (ef. 3.1.1.2.1.¢).

The membership of this word class is

madec up of the following six formal itcms:

14

aqé
sia
maa
kaa

ek

L}-slo5cl

sub~clagscs

- the

- a certain
- this

- that

- which?

none

|

Sub-classces of the Specificr

sp may be dividud into the following

at the secondary dcgree of delicacy:

220
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i) neutral (§En)
ii) interrogative (sp,)

and 1ii) negative (sp,)

The basis for this sub-classification
is the connection between members of some of these
sub-classcs and the systems of mood and polarity at
group rank and the system of mode at sentence rank.
henbers of sp are /18/, /ddé/, /sia/
and /maa/. thelr occurrence as cxponents of g in ng
structure is not restricted by the occur.encu ofany
particular term in the systems of mode, mood or volarity,
so they may occur »oth in indicative sentences and in

interrogative sentences:

arc qevi 14 : kpd : wod

- the child saw you

SPC gevi la : kpd : wd &
~ did the child sec you?

and alsoe both in positive and in negative sentences:

SPC déevi sia : kpd : wod
- this child saw you
SPCY  devi sia : mé kpd <wd) O

- this child did not see you
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sp., has /kaa/ as its only member, Its
occurrence as an exponent of ¢ in ng structure is only
possible when the interrogative terw of the mode

system is selected:

SPC  devi kaa : wpd : wd\
- which child saw them?

where the interrogaltive 1s expounded by final low

tone (cf. 1.4 and 1.6) as well as by /kaa/. Thus
SPC  #devi kaa : kpd : wé

is not possible.

Similarly 8D has a single cexponert
/4éké/ whose occurrence as the realisation of g in
ng structure is possible only when the negative term

b

of the polarity systew is selected. Thus we may have:

SPCY qavi déké : mé kpd (wé> o
- no child saw them

where negation is expounded by /mé{ 0/ (cf. 3.3.1.2.3)

as well as by /qéké/; but not:

SPC  *devi déké : kpd : wo
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Only one structural typs of sp, the
simple sp 1s necessary since all the formal c¢xponents

of this word class are monomorphemic,

Lh.1.6 The Pluraliser

pl is that one-member class of the
unit word wnich expounds g in ng structure and which
occurs between the word classes gp and int should
all threc occur to expound g.

The formal exponent of pl is /wé/.
It occurs in ng siructure to cxpound the plural term
of the number system.

In this thesis this formal item is
distinguished on functional grounds from the third
person plural of the word class pro with which it

is honu:wphonous,:J'LL

h.1.7 The intensifier

int is that class of the unit word

the members of which are ambivalent, being capable

1uWestermann*s statement (1930, p.47) "the plural of
substantives is formed by adding the third person plural
of the personal pronoun to them" cannot be demonstrated
as true or untrue; but the implications would make the

structure of the ng cumbecrsome. Cur analysis is simpler.
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of expounding a in ng structure, in which case they
occur in final position in the cualifier, and also

of expounding the gng (cf. 3.1.1.2.1.e and 3.2.1.1.3).

hol.7.1 Sub-classes of the Intensificr

It has not been possiblc to cstablish
sub-classcs of the int beyond the pdprimary degree of
delicacy. A number of tests to which they have been
subjected has nct yielded any results, An cxamination
of more extensive data than is possible now, for the
purposc of establishing the recursive potentialities
of the members of this word class sugnests itsclfl

for future investigation.

h,1.7.2 Structure of the Intecnsifier

it has becen found nccessary {o set
up two structural types of int: wreduplicable (;QEP)
and unreduplicable (;ggu)p The criterion for this
type distinction is whether or not the formal item

expounding int can occur in reduplicated form.

15;23 should not be confused with thc adjcectival sub-class
adj, members of which can also cxpound g in ng structurec
and ag (cf. 3.1,1.2.1l.a and L4.1.3.1.2).
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L.l.7.2.1 Reduplicable Intensificr

Members of this type may or may not

o’
&
]
W
Os
=
=
]
¢
A
c
(&)
2

to expound g in ng structurc or to

SPC kol putd : 1l& : &fi

cf. kof! putd-ndtd : 1le : afil

SPCA  koff : wd-a : dd : pdtd
- Kofi works hard

cf. koff : wd-& : Ad : pitd-nitd-nitd

- Kofi works very very hard

This reduplication serves to accentuate
the meaning of the int. The occurrence of a (multiply)
reduplicated int is analysced as expounding ong g or
ag, and 1is distinguished from recursion, wherc different
items expound these places, because this rcduplication
does not necessarily involve a full repetition of the
item (cf. 3.3.1.1 and L.3.9.1.3).

The following is a sample of items from

int
T
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sd1 - plenty sd1j-s31)-83)

k4td - all kEt8-k4t8 or kdtif
but ké - exactly ké-ké-a~-ké
Lele7.2.2 Unreduplicable Intensifiecr

llembers of this type of int occur
only in unreduplicated form, whether they c¢xpound

g in the ng or the ag:

8 : 1le : afii

13728

BPC koff h

— Kofi also is here

SPCA  koff : whd-& : dad : hid

- Xofi works also

' l\’lru N’?\l -~ T3
but not *kofi hA&-h8& : 1& : arii

nor *kofi : wd-a : dd : hig-hid

Lxamples of ;gﬁu are:

dzaa - exclusively
qedeé - only, single
ko - Jjust, only
va - as for
1.8 The Linker

Ll is that class of the unit word, the

members of which expound relationships in the multiple




ng (cf. 3.1.3.1). This word class forms a closcd
system consisting of three members whose formal

exponents are:

8 - of
kpié - together with

2188 - or

Lijach of these expounds a specific
relationship in the multiple ng, and can be set up

as one-term sub-classes as follows:

fé expounds the genitival relationship
kplé expounds the additive relationship

al4dd expounds the alternative relationship

All members of the word class 1 are
simple in structure. For the alternative forus
/kpakpld/ and /188/ of /kplé/ and /4188/ respectively

cf. 3.,1,3.1,2 and 3.1.3.1.3.

h.1.9 The Adverb

adv is that class of the unit word
members of which expound ag but which are neither

members of the classes n, adj or int nor verbid

227
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constructions,

This discussion on adv is tentative
because 1its analysis has not produccd any distinct
sub-classes. It seems that the items of adv can
be arranged in a cline rather than in clcar-cut
divisions. It is nocessary to mention that as far
as FEve 1s concernsd, 1t seems impracticable to set
up a grammatical distinction between the "ideophone'
or "picture word" (cf. Westcrmann: 1930, pp.187ff.,
Ansre: 1961, pp.L9ff.) and other items of adv. The
conclusion drawn in the latter case is that, although
ideophones are phonologically and semantically
interesting, they are not grammatically distinct

from adv.

h.1.9.1 Structurc of the Adverb

Two structural types of adv are set

up: the simple and non-simple.

h.1.9.1.1 Simple Adverb

The structure of the simple adv is

monomorphemic and is not subject to further
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grammatical analysis:

kdbd - quickly
rid - plenty
gobaa ~ clumsily bent
h.1.9.1.2 Non-simple Adverb - Adverbialisation

The non-simplile adv has more than one
morpheme in its structure, and involves “adverbialisation!
of other word classes. This adverbialisation consists
in the affixing of an adverbialising morpheme to the
item in guestion. It may involve an item frow n

alone, or an item from cach of n and V.

a) Adverbialisation involving n alone:
When adverbialisation involves n alone
it frequently consists in suffixing the morphewre /tot/

to the item from n:

ndtsu - man nitsu-tot - in a manly way
nibldndi - pathos ndbldndi-to& - pathetically
dzidzo. -~ joy dzidzd-tod ~ joyfully

Should the item from n itself be a

nominalised form with the negating nominalising
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morpheme /ma/ (cf. 4.1.1.2.2.2), the adverbialisation
takes the form of alterations to the final vowel
which are phonologically identical with those seen

in the third person singular of the pro series V, and
in the diminutive of the adj (cf. 3.1.4.2, fn. 12 and
Loli3.3):

madiméql - without burial
madimadi-1 - without burial
tsi-malemale - going without washing
tsi-malemale~e - unwashed
akpé-maddmadd - ingratitude

Akpé-maddmadd~-¢ - ungratefully

b) Adverbialisation involving items from n and v:
In an adverbilalisation involving n
and v the item from n precedes the item from ¥

which in turn precedes the adverbialising suffix /to&/:

dd akpé - give thanks
dkpé-da-tod - thankfully, gratefully
dzu ame - insult a person

ame-dzu-toe - insultingly




hele9.1.3 Reduplication

as

Some items from adv can be reduplicated

in the case of int (cf. 4.l.7.2.1). This

reduplication is limitcd to the simple adv type,

and is usually for the purpose of indicating intensity

or repetition. As usual, the reduplication may take

the form of a full repsetition of the phonological

form of the item in gquestion:

or

of

SPA ¢ : 2zd : kéba
- he walked quickly

cf. é : zd : kdbd-kdbd

he walked very quickly

SPCCA wé + td : he : pitsu 14 : kpll

the man was stabbed “kplu" (once)

cf, wé : t3d : hd : npitsu 14 : kplli-kplu-kpll
- the man was stabbed many times

it may comnsist of the repetition and/or lengthening

only part of the item:

SPA koff : dzd : x6xé
- Kofi has left already

ct, kofl : dzd : xdé6xdd8xd

- Kofi left long long ago

231




h.1.9.2 The Diminutive
Some items of adv, cccurring in rclated

pairs. have a structural characterisitic consisting of
a tonal alternance high/non-nigh which is correlatead
with an indication of size. Generally speaking vhe
high tons form of the item indicates smallness in size
and the non--nigh tone indicates largeness. This

characteristic is found mainly in ideophones, although

it is not confined to them (cf. Ansre: 1961, pp.Lorf.):

SPA ¢ ¢ zb-ma : hloyi-hloyi

~ he walks clumsily (and is large)
cil. ¢ ¢ zo-na : hléyi-hldvi

-~ he walks clumsily (and is small)
SPA vl d : ql : kpOoto-kndtd

-~ the drum sounded {and was large)

cl. v & 0 4Ll kpdto-kndts
e arum sounded kzri was small)
L.1.10 The Verbid

vid is that class of the unit word
which occurs together with a nominal group to form

an adverbial group which operates at tlace A in clause
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structure (cf. 3.2.1.2).
This word class consists of a closed
system of some six members whose formal exponents are:
/le, kplé, tsé, nd, 4é, té/
The members of vid do not lend
themselves to subclassification. Structurally they
are all monomorphemic and therefore not subject to

type distinctions. The following sentences exemplify:

SPCA  wé : qu-4 : y& : 1§ afii
-~ they dance here

SPA ¢ : vd : kplé du
- he came with speed

SPCA vawd : dd : gd : tsd xd mé

-~ Yawo came out from the room

SPCA nya 14 : wo : nukd : nd h
—~ the matter surprised me

SPCA  niffdld : kpd : dzikd : dé kofl pyu
- the teacher was cross with Kofi

SPCA  trd 14 : fo-a : nu : t8 tri-si a wé dazd

~ the deity speaks through the priestesses

L,1.11 The Verb

v is that class of the unit word which

can be the sole exponent of the verbal group (cf., 3.3.1.1).
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Lh.1.11.1 Sub-classes of the Verb

Using two different criteria, two
intersecting sub-classes of v are set up. These
criteria involve the transitivity system at clause
rank, and the occurrence of the redundant C element

in the compound clause.

L.1.11.1.1 Transitive, Intransitive and

Ambivalent Verbs

The first sub-classification is based
on whether or not the item in question can expound vs
in the vg operating at P in a transitive clause.
Items from v which can expound vs in the vg operating
at P only when the clause is transitive are termed
transitive verbs (_V;_t)° Items which can expound Vs
in the vg operating at P only when the clause is
intransitive are termed intransitive verbs (Xi)g and
items which can expound vs in the vg operating at P
in either transitive or intransitive clauses are
termed ambivalent verbs (ga) (cf. 2.5.1.2). The

following examples contain Vs ¥V OP ¥V, a8 indicated:




Y+,

SPrC faft :
SPC afud
SP atf sia
SPA  gevi 4
Sp awu 14
SPC me : vu
v
~a
SP ¢ : td
Yo
SPC & : t3
Ya
L‘-elollolQQ

e e
O

< Ig‘;

[N
a0,
,-—1-

iy

SR

AN
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I'm fed up with fufu

Afua dances

this tree 1is tall

the child is very smart

the garment is torn

I tore the garment

he stopped

he stopped the vehicle

Verbs of Motion and Neutral Verbs

The second sub-classification is based

on whether or not the item in question can expound

the vg operating at the final P when the redundant C

element occurs in the compound clause (cf, 2.2.2.2),

Those items of v which can expound the vg in such

circumstances are designated verbs of motion (zm).




Those items of v which do not require the redundant
C element in such circumstances are designated

neutral verbs (Xn):

SPCPe  wé : kpld : gqevi 14 : dzd-8
v
-
- they led the child away
PCPe tsd : addka 14 : vd-&
Y
- fetch the box

SPCP wé : ki tsl : nd

;jl<i llj

- they fetched water and drank

[l

SPCP yawd : xd : nya 14

i< lm

n
- Yawo believed the matter

h.,1.11.2 Structure of the Verd

Two structural types of v are set up:

the simple and the discontinuous,

L.1l.,11.2.1 Simple Verb

The simple verb is characterised by

being monomorphemic. It should, however, be noted
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that monomornheinic but polysyllabic siuple verbs
are distinguished from discontinuous verbs and verbs

in serial relationship.

st - to escape dztdzd - to rest

trd - to turn sibd - to worship

bfd -~ to ask nyamd - to disturb, mix up
h,1.11.2.2 Discontinuous Verb

The discontinuous verb (Xd) is
characterised by the possibility of its formal
eXxponent being discontinuous; this occurring under
the following conditions: When an item from Ya and
a post-s element of structure occur in the same vg
and/or when a Y3 is an exponent of the P element of

structure in a transitive clause.

The following items are examples of Vat

dzra-qdd - to prepare, get ready, hide
dé-gq4 - to send

qo-dé - to correct

kplo-q4d - to go after

kps-d4d - to visit, look at

nlo-bé ~ to forget

tu-do to pile up
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a) Ya occurring without post-s and C elements:

SPA  kofi : dzra-dd : kdéba
-~ Kofi prepared quickly

SPA mie : nlo-bé : xé6xé &

- have you forgotten already?
D) Y4 occurring with a post-s element internal to it:

SPA  koff : dzra <na) dd : kdbd
~ Kofi gets ready quickly

SP & : 1% dddd () 4¢

-~ it is getting corrected

c) Ya occurring with a C element internal to it:

SP C agbd : dzrd ga 14 Jgdé
-~ Agbo hid the money

SPEMA  tdsi : glo {m) bE : dgbd
- Aunt has forgotten me today

a) V4 occurring with both post-s and C clements
internal to it:
When post-s is expounded by hab, both

hab and C are internal to Vgt

sp{CyA  akdd : dzra (nd gd > ds : 4é afii
hab C

-~ Mother hides her money herc
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When post-s is expounded by either
con or in together with C, post-s is internal to Y3

and C is internal to the vg but not to Vgt

sP<C>  qevi 4 : no (ndke)\ tu () dd

- the child was piling up firewood

in which the C element /ndke/ - "firewood" is internal
to the discontinuous vg /na< >§g7m'd6/, and con /fi/ is

internal to v, /tu{ »dd/.

L.1.12 The Conjunction

coni is that class of the unit word
the members of which expound the conjunction group
which overates at place L in the structure of the

bound clause (¢f. 1.3 and 3.0).

L.1.12.1 Sub-classes of the Conjunction

Three sub-classes of conj are set up
on the basis of their function in the bound clause:
co-ordinate (gpnjc), subordinate (gggis) and neutral

(conjn) conjunctions.
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The criteria for setting up these sub-
classes and their respective functions in the bound
clause have already been discussed above (1.3., 1.3.1
and 1.3.2). An example of the occurrence of each
sub-class 1s given here:

spc|18PC ¢ 1 as : yif | labénd : ¢ : kps : @
conj.,

- he shouted because he saw me

SPC |LSP me : y3 : € l dye : wd : td
conj_S

~ I called him and he replied

SPC]LSPC dedi : té : é-nud ‘ éyadta : & : a3 : al3
con;jrl

or SPCiLSPC dedql : té : é-npd \ éyadta : wd : ad : ald
conj

- he was tired therefore he slept

h,1,12.2 Structure of the Conijunction

Two structural types of conjunction
are set up: the simple and the non-simple. The
simple conj is that which consists of only one morpheme:

gakd - but tate - suddenly
dye - and né
hdafi - before bé - that

- if, when
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The non-simple conj is that type consisting of more

than one morpheme:

élabénd - because ~ consisting of:
é - third person singular pro (series I)
1e - to De located

béna - that
dyadta ~ therefore - consisting of:

dya ~ third person singular pro (series II1I)
ta. - head

One member of the non-simple conj type
is usually discontinuous and has internal to 1t the
rest of the bound clause of which it is a constituent
part. The formal exponent of this particular conj
is /ésid ynuti/ - 'on account of" which is analysed
as consisting of': /ési/ ~ "this one', the nominalised
form of the sp /sia/ - "this" (cf., 4.1.1.2.2,2.11.D)
and /mitf/ - “surrounding of", the postpositional

noun (ef. L.l.1,1.2.1).

h,1.13 Particles

The word class part comprises those

exponents which have not been included in the word
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classes given above, They thus comprise:

the

the
the
the
the
the
the

exponents of the terms in the systems of

tense, aspect and mood

augmenting element
repetitive element
negation element
mode elements
theuwatic element

terminal element16

16

The exact function of this terminal particle is

still under investigation., It can, however, be
said that it usually occurs optionally at the end
of bound clauses and of some nominal and adverbial

groups:

LSP'SPA kdsidd : md yi 14 I é : dzd : x6xé

- before I went he had already left
ct'. késidd : nd yi | € : dzd : x6%6

- before I went he had already left
sP {C) qavi sia 14 : mé bh-2 {amdd o

-~ this child does not respect people
cf. devi sia : mé bh-& Aam& O

- this child does not respect people
ASP &tso ld : maa va

- Ytomorrow I shall come
cf, &tso : maa va

- tomorrow I shall cone

The formal exponent of this terminal part should not

be conf

used with the homophonous item from the word

class sp., Both items occur in the followiang sentence:

LSPC

SPA ésl : me : kpd : da 14 1ld \ me : v5 : pdtd
- when I saw the snake 1 was very
frightened
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h.1,13.1 Sub-classes of Particles

part may be subdivided into verbal
(EQEEV) and non-verbal (part ) particles.

Qgggv compriges those itens which expound
elements operating at places in vg structure, and Qgggn
comprises those which expound elements other than those
which operate in vg structure. The following chart

is an exhaustive list of part exemplirfying this division:

Sub-class Name of Particle Formal exponent and ref.
partv Tense
Present le cf. 3.3.1.2.1,1
Past no cf. 3.%5.1.2.1.1
Future 4 cf. 3.3.1.2.1l.4
Aspect
Continuous il cfe 3.3.1l.2.2.1
Intention gé cf'. 3.3.1.2.2,2
Habitual (n)a cf. 3.3.1.2.2.3
Mood
Subjunctive ne cf. 3.3.3
Augnmenting
Alleviating kg cfe 3.3.1.2.1.2
Negative kpd cfe 3.3.1.2,1.2
Frustration xa cfo 3.%.1.2.1.2
Goal da cffe 3.3.1.2.1.2
Serial hé/hd cf., 3.3.1.2.1.2
Repetitive ga cfe 3:3.1.2.1.3
Negation mé<>d cf, 3.3.1.2.3
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Sub-class Name of Particle Formal exponent and ref.
partn Mode

Addressive t55, 14, 16, loo
cf, 1.5 and 1.6
Interrogative & cf, 1.5 and 1.6

Thematic

("mphasising) é/98 cf. 2.4

Terminal 14 cf. fn.16 supra.
h.l.1h The Interijection

intj consists of utterances that are

rogarded in this thesis as extra-systemic in that their

exponents do not enter into any grammatical relationship

as described above. They cannot thercfore, strictly

speaking, be assigned to any clasg of any unit.

Traditionally, int] has been considered as a word class

(part of speech) and is included here mainly for the

sake of completeness. The following is a sample of

items from intj:

W e 0 Oh
Drr W M OF
o

1é

l0je}
o’
o

- ohl
- yes
- no
- QK

- may I come in?
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Lh.2 The Morpheme

The moroheme is here defined as the
lowest grammetical unit on the rankscale. It has
no structure and therefore cannot be further analysed
into gramaaticel constituents, However, the morpheme
has classes, which expound places in the structure of

the next higher unit word.

LhL.2.1 Morpheme Classes

Two mornheme classes are set up in this
analysis, based on the criterion of the isolability of
the item in question when it operates at a place in
word structure. These are: free and bound morphenes.

The class of free morphemes is made up

of those items which can overate as sole exponent of

a word:
Agama - chaneleon
st - to escape
gaké - but

The class of bound morphemes is made up
of those items which cannot be sole exponent of a word:

-14 as in  dzi-ld - parent
-toe as in nu-ki-tog ~ miraculously

-fé as in nu-wi-fé - the end
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Concluding Observations

In the foregoing chapters an attempt
has been made to present a gramnaticael description
of Western (standard) Iwe in terms of Scale and

Category Theory. The units set up were:

Sentence
Clause
Group
Word

Morpheme
Tach of these units has bsen defined

and analysed in terms of their classes, structures

and systems where these are relevant.

This approach can be said to yield
an adequate and coherent linguistic description of

the grammar of the language.
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