Foreword

There has been talk of a water crisis for a number of years. The crisis may be felt
at an individual level, such as where people struggle to access sufficient water

for thei.r daily needs. This problem of access may be linked to limited water avail-
ability in or around the household. It may also be a problem of low water quality
leading to the need to identify alternatives water sources. The issue may also be an

economic one where a price has been put on water and people struggle to be able
to meet the economic cost of accessing sufficient safe water.

This crisis of w:ata_r:.fbr'do;_nestic uses is understandably at the centre of policy
attention Thi s is th e water that is necessary for each of us to live a dignified life

and reflects the basic content of the fu '%f(!}g_ntal right to water. At the same time,

‘domestic water only constit a small percentage of the overall water use in the
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XX UNDERSTANDING WaTER CRISIS

The crises in the water sector are also directly linked with other sectors, Thil

: i the case of agriculture where irrigation is O_DIY one of many inpygg i
is, for instance, Acriculture is often understood in urban areas as a ¢q and ¢
but an indiSpensable.one. / gricu e o dentD " e fm_; e |
mercial activit}', in line with th; j?cigriculture is ot just the basis of the Coun;)r(;,? oftet
tly as consumers. €t =N s 1
gg[c)lssa;:l:gf ityis also the basis of crores of 1i\./elihood.s. T}ll'lfs' lz Jqu ;)ln’e example of :&:
2 much broader problem that underlies what 15 .ofte,n ST lle a; the wales Crisis, !
Water is not just necessary for each humar{ beings surviva ltfl t Z form of d}r1nk_ ing
ing water. It is inseparable from the realizatlo‘n of a number Y fundamental rlghts, ref%
including the rights to food, health and samtf:\tlon- -In aC'idlﬁlon’ numerous livelj- pol
hoods depend directly or indirectly on water, including fishing .and aql_laCUIture. foc
The broader links between water and other sectors have increasingly often bo
been acknowledged in terms of what policymakers often call the ‘nexus. This is, lec
for instance, illustrated in the case of the link between energy and water, where pa
easier access to electricity is often linked with higher rates of groundwater mining )
A more inclusive conversation is thus needed, which brings issues related to water if‘
in the broader contexts in which they belong. At the same time, this linking should" bi
not focus primarily on economic or policy issues but on the social dimensions of *
water in the broader context in which they arise. g
The crises in the water sector occur from the most local to the global level. - .
This is well reflected in the papers published in this collection that address a vari- : S
ety of issues related to different dimensions of water, from issues of quality and = {
access to the cultural and historical associations of certain people and places with \

the water, or more specifically rivers. This is also reflected in the range of issues :
addressed from the city-specific concerns to the transboundary relations with
other countries. This indirectly confirms that one of the central ills of the water
sector is the lack of effective governance at the local level. Water is pervasive and =
.needs to be addressed at all levels. Yet, the starting point for a resource, which is as |
important as water must be local governance. This is something that is in principle a
étl)cceptfidlbut hardly effectively implemented. The governance framework needf to
: ff :3;::1 y r;t,}ef?}?ht so that it does not just pay lip service to local institutions but
Y8 em the power to protect and allocate use i
Addressing the multiple crises in the water sector re is
for understanding water. At present, water is ofte e a. new.commbii ]
on the context or the use of water considered: Vi[lljeen jrd cl.lfferently dependiiy
- Where water is an input for large-

scale economic activiti ' .
activities (agricultural or industrial use), it s of E
resource and an economic good. Where w »itis often seen as a natural

e e A e :Ster is the source for sustaining human
. . a . . B
appropriation and needs to be made ava o monswhich shouldbBSEN

ilable Fo.eVery person. Where water
$ sustaining life on Earth. j o seen.
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and on which the planet depends. These differen

not necessarily coincide and can in fact be inco
often the same water source,

an artificial construct. A bro

tways of understanding water do

' mpatible. The problem is that it is
which is used for different uses and segmenting it is

ader understanding of water as a unitary resource is
thus a precondition for understanding and addressing the crises that we face.

The need for new solutions is evident and there are signs that the increas-
ing severity of the crises we face is leading to new thinking. This is, for instance,
reflected in the idea that rivers have rights of their own. This reverses the starting
point for considering water from a mostly anthropogenic understanding with the
focus on use, to one that recognises water for itself. Some of the papers in this
book similarly reflect a burgeoning of new ideas and the realisation that we col-
lectively need to think innovatively. This is, for instance, reflected in the several
papers specifically addressing quality concerns, new ways of considering water
source protection and the link with local culture, the need to recognise the central
roles of literature and education in our understanding of water, and the need to
do much more in terms of recognising the close links between water, forests and
biodiversity. ¥ N .

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis seems to add one more crisis to the ex1.st1r1g cri-
ses that already needed to be addressed. While the pandemic m?kes things even
more difficult in many ways, it may also help us collecti\fely rethink our r.elatli)ln-
ship to water. This will not happen on its own, s the ql-nck rebqund in air po u-t
tion after the end of lockdowns illustrates. IF w11¥ require susta.med e}?ga.gem-en
with the policies and the concepts that underl}e existing water CI.‘IS.CS. 1[‘ e s?ua:o:
seems even bleaker than it was at the beginning of 2020 but this is a ;o a tvnrevls;_
have to reflect and rethink that will hopefully help us lay the bases of a ne

tionship with water.
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