
 

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research 

63 | 2024
Special issue

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical
instrument from Nepal
Un ḍamaru pour Jagat-Candra : un instrument de musique historique du Népal

Nutandhar Sharma and Richard Widdess

Electronic version
URL: https://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2873
DOI: 10.4000/13mzv 
ISSN: 2823-6114

Publisher
Centre d’études sud-asiatiques et himalayennes (UMR8077 CNRS/EHESS)
 

Electronic reference
Nutandhar Sharma and Richard Widdess, “A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument
from Nepal”, European Bulletin of Himalayan Research [Online], 63 | 2024, Online since 20 December
2024, connection on 03 April 2025. URL: http://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2873 ; DOI: https://
doi.org/10.4000/13mzv 

This text was automatically generated on April 3, 2025.

The text only may be used under licence CC BY 4.0. All other elements (illustrations, imported files) are
“All rights reserved”, unless otherwise stated.

https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org/ebhr/2873
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


ḍamaru 

Un  pour Jagat-Candra : un instrument de musique historique du Népal

Nutandhar Sharma and Richard Widdess

Introduction

1 

2 

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument from Nepal

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 63 | 2024

1



śankha

nagarā 

ḍamaru 

The ḍamaru in South Asia

3 Ḍamaru

ḍamaru dabudabu  dabadaba 

4 ḍamaru

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument from Nepal

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 63 | 2024

2



5 

dabadaba

6 

damaru 

7 ḍamaru 

ḍamaru 

8 ḍamaru 

ḍamaru 

9 ḍamaru  

̣

ḍamaru 

ḍamaru ̀

10 ḍamaru ḍamaru 

nāda

mātr ̣kās ḍamaru

ḍamaru

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument from Nepal

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 63 | 2024

3



ḍamaru dabara

11 

ḍamaru

ḍamaru
liṅgam yoni

12 ḍamaru

13 ḍamaru

infra

A ḍamaru from Nepal

14 

ḍamaru .

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument from Nepal

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 63 | 2024

4



Fig 1: The ḍamaru of Jagat-Candra. Copper, with repoussé decoration, skin heads, leather straps
and cotton cords. Dated 1671.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.

Physical description of the instrument
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17 ́

repoussé

́

nāga

Figure 2. The ḍamaru and its seven bands of decoration. Band 4 is concealed by straps (a) and (b).
The drum is shown in its original condition before cleaning.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.

18 

A ḍamaru for Jagat-Candra: a historical musical instrument from Nepal

European Bulletin of Himalayan Research, 63 | 2024

6



The figures
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Fig 3: Lotus Petal 1: human figure A.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Fig 4: Lotus Petal 3: human figure B.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Fig 5: Lotus Petal 4: human figure C.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Fig 6: Lotus Petal 5: human figure D.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Fig 7: Lotus Petal 7: human figure E.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Fig 8: Lotus Petal 8: head of the nāga in band 4. Note the incised small bird standing on the snake's
head.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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Upper Inscription

31 

śrī  śrī  jagatcaṃdra [jāṃ?] śrī  kīrttirāja  śrī  nārāyanī śrī
ratneśvarī śrī jayantarāja śrī rarītā devī mātā śubha śrī umāpatirāja saṃ 791 mārgga
śudi 1

Śrī Śrī Śrī Śrī Śrī Śrī
Śrī

Lower inscription
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jagatcando parinirmmitā anuṣṭubh

1  svastī eta kheṭaturagairmmite  śake  maitrabhe  sahamāsasya  gīṣyateḥ  (?) vāsare
pratipadi sthiraṃ site sthāpayaḍ ḍamarumadgunaśriyaṃ

jagatcando mahīpālaˎ sa[vi]dhāyam ājn ̃ā sadā
upādhyā kīrttirājenaˎ ḍamaruṃ parinirmmitā

ḍamaruṃ saḍguṇaśriyaṃ

ḍamaru parinirmitaṃ
upādhyā

Interpretation
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Table 1: First identification of the human figures.
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Table 2: Second identification of the human figures.
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Contextual evidence

The image of Jagat-Candra

48 ḍamaru

Fig 9: Jagat-Candra and family members. Detail from painting: ‘View of the Jagannatha Temple,
Puri’, Bhaktapur, 1670 CE.

© Victoria and Albert Museum, London. Accession number IS.64-1985. Reproduced by permission.
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Fig 10: Nāsaḥdyaḥ. The white half is male, the red half female. Note the ḍamaru in one of his right
hands, and the Newar crown.

Painting by Madhu Chitrakar (Bhaktapur). Collection and photograph by Richard Widdess, 2024.
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The priests of Taleju
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Table 3: Correspondence between royal and Rājopādhyāya families.
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Fig 11: (L to R) Śiva Paśupati (with ḍamaru), Śivā, royal priest, Nandī and King Siddhi Narasiṃha
Malla. Cloth painting (detail), seventeenth century, Lalitpur. Patan Museum.

Photograph by Richard Widdess, 2022.
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24. jagatacaṃda ne-mhā cha-mhā juyakāva, / pe-guli padāratha bio lācakāva. 

25. jagatacanda pada taleju-na bīva, ne-mha-sa piriti-na jagata-na śīva // 

26. jagata-canda bhana moya duhu jola, devi calana mana rāgavathu mola. 

27. nāga

28. ḍamaru

29.

ḍamaru.

30.
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31. Diṇḍima

ḍamaru ḍrma dṛma

tām tām lupcup tām

ḍamaru

dāphā
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